

  Preface


  
    Operation MarryJane

    Posted originally on the Archive of Our Own at https://archiveofourown.org/works/92451696.
  


  
    
          	Rating:

          	Mature

          	Archive Warning:

          	No Archive Warnings Apply

          	Category:

          	Gen

          	Fandom:

          	Heated Rivalry (TV)

          	Relationships:

          	Boston Bears | Boston Raiders Team Ensemble & Ilya Rozanov, Shane Hollander/Ilya Rozanov

          	Characters:

          	Cliff Marlow | Cliff Marleau, Ryan Carmichael, Connors (Heated Rivalry), Victor St. Simon, Ryan Price (Game Changers), Boston Bears | Boston Raiders Team Ensemble (Game Changers), Ilya Rozanov

          	Additional Tags:

          	Alternate Universe - Canon Divergence, Supportive Boston Bears | Boston Raiders (Game Changers), Ilya Rozanov's Montreal Jane, Texting Fic, chat fic, Mixed Media, outsider pov, Protective Bears, Good Friend Cliff Marlow | Cliff Marleau, Crack, (Unlike The First Two Instalments This Time We Are Not Taking It Seriously), Misunderstandings, Miscommunication, But Mainly In The Sense That These Hockey Bros Do Not Know That Jane Is Shane, Unhinged Teammates Being Their Lovable Selves, This Is Where We Kick The Realism Out The Door For The Good Vibes, The Boston Bears share one brain cell and Connor's girlfriend has permanent custody of it, Will The Canada Goose Make A Surprise Appearance? Your Guess Is As Good As Mine, Okay Maybe We Take The Crack A Little Seriously


        	Language:

        	English


        	Series:

        	Part 3 of maximal confusion, some believability

      	Stats:

      	
        Published: 2026-09-12
        Words: 3,460
        Chapters: 1/?
      

    

    








Operation MarryJane

    by petroltogo

      Summary

      "You guys," Olivia says in the tone of a woman who knows she is smarter than everyone else in the room and trying to be patient about it, "are way too invested in your captain's sex life."
"There is no such thing as being too invested in Rozy's sex life," Micky counters in a grave voice. "He pines."

It's the summer of 2014 and the dust of #RozSpotted is settling. Which is objectively good. Because Ryan Carmichael has a plan and it does not involve staying out of Ilya's business.

Or: How to trick your captain into locking down his long-term situationship—a guide for clueless beginners.





  






      

  












      Chapter 1: assemble a team (whether they want to be there or not)
  



    Chapter Notes

      Important: Please enable the creator's style. As usual, the chats are scrollable.


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
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You, Carmichael, Hammersmith, Marlow, Price, St. Simon





Carmichael has added You to a chat

Carmichael has added Price to a chat

Carmichael has added St. Simon to a chat

Carmichael has added Marlow to a chat

Carmichael has added Hammersmith to a chat

Carmichael
sup losers
06:03

hello???
06:04

guys?
06:06


Marlow
Anyone dead?
06:06


Carmichael
no
06:07


Marlow
In jail?
06:08


Carmichael
…no
06:09


Marlow
About to be?
06:11


Carmichael
i don't think so??
06:11


Marlow
Good enough
06:12


Marlow has left the chat

Carmichael
oh I see what you did there
06:13

hey no wait!
06:13


Carmichael has added Marlow to the chat

Carmichael
you're not getting rid off me that easy jackass
06:13

don't ignore me marly, I know you're awake
06:16

marly
06:17

marly
06:17

marly
06:17

marly
06:18

marly
06:18


Hammersmith
Please stop
06:19

Cliff is asleep. He muted the chat the moment you added him back
06:19


Carmichael
what an asshole
06:20


Hammersmith
yeah clearly he's the problem
06:22


You
ok what the fuck is wrong with you??? 
06:22

i watched you drink double your body weight in beer like two hours ago, how the fuck are you sober
06:24


Carmichael
sober is for the weak. i prefer hilarious
06:24


You
...i'd blame the hangover for how long it took me to get the joke but the truth is you just aren't that funny
06:28


Hammersmith
I know that's not the point but the awards were five days ago
06:29


You
urgh don't remind me
06:30


Carmichael
so?
06:30


Hammersmith
connors just said it was two hours ago?
06:33


You
no I didn't
06:33


Hammersmith
wait
06:34

YOU WENT OUT AGAIN ALREADY
06:35

WITHOUT ME???
06:35


Carmichael
you said if you ever smell rum again you'll throw up
06:37


You
duh
06:37

you ditched us the moment management gave the all clear
06:38


Hammersmith
so sorry I have a family I want to spend the summer with more than listen to you idiots argue about who pushed jeff off the wagon
06:41

hang on, is that why bri found an express delivery of rum balls in the mail? 
06:42


Carmichael
i plead the fifth
06:44


Hammersmith
with you assholes around who even needs enemies
06:44


You
for the record
06:46

we never argued about who pushed jeff. that would be stupid
06:46

we argued about who gets to push him
06:47


Hammersmith
you're proving my point
06:47

…so who did?
06:50


You
if you know you know
06:51


Carmichael
iykyk
06:51


You
@Micky how did I type the full words and was still faster than you?
06:53


Carmichael
what do you want, a prize?
06:54


You
sure. I never say no to one more confirmation that I'm better than you
06:55


Carmichael
dude fuck you
06:55

for real
06:55


Hammersmith
I'm afraid to ask but why did someone push jeff off the wagon?
06:56


You
it was an accident
06:58

people fall off wagons all the time
06:59


Hammersmith
usually only metaphorically though
07:01


Carmichael
come on man, you're old but you're not that dumb
07:02


Hammersmith
see this is why i always laugh when people ask me if i miss the team during the summer
07:04


Carmichael
it was either that or cap was gonna murder him
07:04

and roz can't lose his visa
07:05


You
again it was definitely an accident
07:05


Carmichael
yeah obviously
07:06


Hammersmith
he isn't dead right? i feel like I would have noticed if he died
07:06


You
it was a wagon not a bridge
07:07

he's got some scrapes and i think they checked him for a concussion but everyone was drunk
07:09

he might have strained his wrist or something but who cares
07:09


Carmichael
maybe next year we should do it on a bridge
07:10

accidentally of course
07:10


You
let's pray there won't be a next year
07:11


Hammersmith
jesus why do you hate jeff all of a sudden?
07:12


You
i've always hated jeff
07:13

consistency is important
07:13


Carmichael
that sounds like something olivia told you
07:15


You
obviously
07:15

she's usually right
07:16


Carmichael
you might have missed it bc you were too busy crying over the cup @Hammy but jeff took brian's 'tell us how you really feel' literally
07:18


You
fucking jeff
07:18


Hammersmith
so i'm guessing his shitty mood these last months wasn't some personal issue?
07:19


Carmichael
oh no it was
07:20

it was the personal issue of being an overturned trashcan of a person
07:20


You
he also had some Feelings about cap's sex life
07:22


Carmichael
which, you know, fair
07:22


Hammersmith
sorry what?!?
07:23


Carmichael
everyone has Feelings about cap's sex life
07:23


Hammersmith
i don't????
07:24


Carmichael
so you weren't complaining to anyone who'd listen that if rozy's jane lived in boston he would be the first to dropkick the playoff sex ban off a cliff?
07:27


Hammersmith
it was our WEDDING ANNIVERSARY!!!!!
07:27

the sex ban is bullshit anyway i can't believe none of you bastards backed me up on that
07:29


Carmichael
like hell was i gonna challenge fate
07:30

not after we used up all our karma points to get roz back on the ice
07:31


You
also it's your own fault
07:31

who gets married during playoffs?
07:31


Hammersmith
it was the date of our first date
07:32

how was I supposed to know that we'd suddenly start making playoffs all the time after we got married?
07:33


Carmichael
so you were banking on us tanking for the rest of your career?
07:35

wow
07:35

i'm starting to see what coach meant with those "commitment issues" in the room
07:36


You
pretty sure the only issue in the room is called biphobia but okay
07:36


Hammersmith
so what I'm never supposed to sleep with my wife on my wedding anniversary ever again?
07:39


Carmichael
no one said that
07:40

you can always retire
07:40

or get traded to ottowa
07:40

you know in case you get tired of winning
07:41


Hammersmith
i know we say this a lot but i want you to know that i really mean it when i say this:
07:43

fuck you
07:43


You
also in defense of stupid superstitions: we won the cup
07:46

you can't argue with the results
07:46


Carmichael
you should buy your wife a vibrator
07:47


You
oh good idea!
07:48

i'm sure olivia could recommend a brand
07:48

apparently there's a lot of bullshit toys out there because if there's one thing businesses care about less ethical practices it is female pleasure
07:50


Hammersmith
sidestepping that last part
07:53

wtf is wrong with you guys
07:53


Carmichael
what? 
07:55

just because you suffer doesn't mean your wife can't enjoy herself
07:55

and i'm sure you have one more season in you before you retire
07:57


Hammersmith
one, she's used to roadies and shit, she can take care of herself
07:59

two, stop acting like i'm at the end of my career
08:00

three, why are you more supportive of my wive's sex life than mine??
08:00


You
well
08:04

we like bri
08:04


Hammersmith
i hate this team
08:07



You
 







	 
	 
	

Ryan No. 1 🙄

	 







Today

Connor
while we're on the topic
07:35

anything from jeff?
07:36


Carmichael
i thought we were avoiding the topic
07:39


Connor
multiple things can be true
07:42


Carmichael
not a peep
07:49

not even a fucking apology
07:50


Connor
This message has been deleted.
07:52


Carmichael
so what?
07:58

he was asking for it
08:00

and delete that
08:00


Connor
i agree
08:03

still there were lots of cameras
08:03


Carmichael
everyone was drunk
08:04

accidents happen
08:04

lets just hope we trade him
08:04

i don't need to see that shitty face and worse personality again
08:05


Connor
doesn't hurt that his stats dropped
08:10

olivia thinks his hip's still fucked
08:10


Carmichael
that he was on the power play with roz didn't help
08:14


Connor
yeah with luck coach will decide to try his luck with someone new
08:14

because somehow i doubt attempted murder has softened jeff to the team
08:15


Carmichael
This message has been deleted.
08:15

common decency is a lost cause but maybe the concussion shook loose some self-preservation
08:17


Connor
i doubt it
08:18


Carmichael
even if that's a lost cause, at least it shut stevens and his other boot-lickers up
08:19


Connor
may the duck haunt them all
08:19


Carmichael
i hate that joke
08:21

i know you know the difference between ducks and geese
08:21


Connor
so? ducks deserve some appreciation too
08:23

also why the fuck are you awake. you're not supposed to invade my free time this early
08:23


Carmichael
fuck you, i'm a delight
08:25


Connor
nightmare
08:25

the word you're looking for is nightmare
08:26

literally since you keep me from sleeping
08:26

if you wake olivia i'm throwing you under the bus so hard, your grandkids will be spitting gravel
08:26


Carmichael
with team spirit like that it's a miracle we even made it to the playoffs
08:29

and i'm keeping watch
08:30


Connor
roz okay?
08:30


Carmichael
he's fine
08:33

This message has been deleted.
08:34

i think
08:36

i left him some water and painkillers but I doubt he'll take them
08:36

russians don't get hangover etc. etc.
08:36


Connor
right. why do the reasonable when you can tragically suffer for no reason
08:37


Carmichael
rozy in a nutshell
08:39

whatever i'm still not leaving until he's conscious and i can be sure there's more blood than alcohol in his veins
08:41


Connor
i still can't believe he cried
08:46


Carmichael
i can't believe olivia matched him shot for shot
08:48

that woman is insane
08:48


Connor
don't i know it
08:49


Carmichael
how is she doing?
08:50


Connor
eh
08:51

woke up, threw up, fell asleep while i cleaned up
08:51


Carmichael
you'll make a great house husband one day
08:53


Connor
🖕
08:53

the only person i'd consider marrying is our captain
08:55


Carmichael
…i'd ask what your girlfriend has to say about that but i'm guessing the same goes for her?
08:58


Connor
you know it
08:58



Connor
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You, Carmichael, Hammersmith, Marlow, Price, St. Simon





Today

Hammersmith
does this group chat have a point other than antagonizing me?
09:00


Carmichael
i thought you hate this team
09:03


Hammersmith
i do
09:03

but it's your fault i'm awake now. and i can't get up without waking bri so the least you can do is fucking entertain me
09:04

also why isn't cap in this chat?
09:05


Carmichael
because it is high time for operation marryjane
09:05

and after all the bullshit roz put us through, he's not invited
09:06


Hammersmith
marry as in MARRY???
09:08

i didn't even know you have a girlfriend @Micky wtf?!
09:08


You
wow
09:08

and here i thought the name was too obvious
09:09


Carmichael
so did i
09:09

how disappointing
09:09


Hammersmith
why didn't you bring her to the awards?
09:10


Carmichael
@Hammy i can't believe you forgot
09:12


Hammersmith
i don't remember meeting her??
09:13

shit was I that drunk?
09:13


You
yes
09:14

we did win the fucking cup
09:14


Carmichael
bears for the win 🐻🖤💛
09:15

but also
09:15

hammy you absolute dumbass
09:15

I'm not dating anyone
09:16

especially not a jane
09:16


You
not to be dramatic but i don't think i could date a jane
09:16

there is only one jane
09:17

we don't have room for another
09:17


Carmichael
also you are head over heels in love with olivia
09:19


duh
You
09:19

she's awesome
09:20


Hammersmith
i'm confused. who's marrying jane?
09:21


Carmichael
no one
09:22

that's the problem
09:22


St. Simon
…this is a lot of words before breakfast
09:25


You
you can skip most of it
09:25

@Hammy is just being dumb
09:26


Hammersmith
hey!
09:26


St. Simon
not surprised
09:28


Hammersmith
HEY
09:28


You
i think we're getting off track
09:30

again
09:31


Carmichael
yes, con, thank you for the reminder
09:31

@Hammy stop being stupid for a sec
09:32

@Everyone else listen up
09:32

i'm sure you remember cap's leaked sex tape
09:33


You
fuck tmz
09:34


St. Simon
fuck tmz
09:34


Hammersmith
fuck tmz
09:34

and you @Micky
09:35


Carmichael
and the absolute shitshow that was the last couple months
09:35


You
you mean like the daily threats from the commissioner's office?
09:36

marly knocking hull's teeth out in the middle of a public practice?
09:36

roz getting back on the ice in time to punch out four different guardians and start a new online discourse before the game was finished?
09:37


St. Simon
#PunchAHomophobe was the highlight of my month
09:37

the meme potential was glorious
09:38


You
the absolute bullshit that was media duty and the nightmare that were the paparazzi?
09:38

that green card wedding shitstorm?
09:39


Hammersmith
still can't believe cap had to get a restraining order for that weirdo
09:40


Carmichael
really? i was more surprised that this was the first time he needed one
09:41


St. Simon
huh
09:41

good point
09:42


You
the playoff run that convinced me roz wanted to kill everyone on the ice, us very much included?
09:42


St. Simon
urgh don't remind me
09:43

there is such a thing as too intense and cap clearly mistook a warning sign for a come hither look
09:44


Carmichael
yes @Con thanks for the recap
09:44

we were all there
09:45

well, except maybe Hammy
09:45


Hammersmith
why do i keep catching strays?
09:46


Carmichael
because you asked the question "who is jane" unironically
09:47

you're lucky boston isn't an island or you'd be voted off
09:47


St. Simon
wait is this about montréal jane?
09:47


Carmichael
ding, ding, ding
09:48

we have a winner
09:48


Price
what's going on?
09:48


You
oh you know, the usual
09:50

the sun is shining, the birds are singing and @Micky is scheming
09:50


Price
oh no
09:51

i don't like where this is going
09:52


Marlow
This is why you're my favorite. You have common sense
09:53


Carmichael
welcome back, sleeping grumpy
09:54


Marlow
@Micky on the other hand I could do without
09:56


Carmichael
you love me marly
09:56


Marlow
that's what i'll tell the cops when they start looking for you
09:58


You
well that escalated
09:59


St. Simon
fight fight fight
09:59


Carmichael
i'm sensing a little tension
10:00


Marlow
Yeah, you're a regular jedi master
10:01


Hammersmith
ok not that this isn't amusing but you can't just stop there
10:02

@Micky what's going on with montréal jane?
10:04


Marlow
Jane? Seriously?
10:05

We talked about this Ryan
10:05


Carmichael
weeeeeeeell
10:07

that was a long time ago
10:07


Marlow
It's been two days
10:08


Carmichael
exactly
10:08

which means the day before yesterday
10:08

which means before yesterday
10:09

I was perfectly fine with leaving things alone
10:09


You
define "perfectly fine"
10:09


Carmichael
however as con has so thoughtfully reminded us, it has been an eventful season
10:11

but we made it. we buckled down, blocked out the noise and won the fucking cup
10:12

and we all know we owe it to roz
10:12


St. Simon
couldn't have done it without him
10:12

hell, i still can't believe we made it
10:13


Carmichael
so we all owe roz
10:14


Hammersmith
…i want to agree but I'm also concerned about the context
10:16


You
you should be
10:16


Carmichael
without breaking anyone's confidence or going into details: roz might not be doing so good
10:20


Marlow
what do you mean?
10:21


Carmichael
me, con and olivia went out with him yesterday and he seemed pretty down
10:23

so we did shots
10:24


St. Simon
as one does
10:24


Carmichael
turns out he's ghosted jane since he got back to boston after that mess in february
10:27


Marlow
ah shit
10:29

so that's why he suddenly enforced the no phone rule in the locker room
10:29


Carmichael
jane apparently didn't appreciate it and confronted him after the awards
10:33


Hammersmith
wait, she was in vegas???
10:34


Carmichael
hm good question
10:34

he didn't specify
10:34

I just figured she was waiting for him at home when he got back tbh
10:35

whatever not important
10:35

what matters is they had a fight, it got ugly and now they're done
10:36


Marlow
Fuck
10:38


St. Simon
fuck
10:38


Hammersmith
fuck
10:38


Carmichael
which normally I'd just activate the usual break-up protocol but this is roz' jane we're talking about
10:40

so obviously getting over it is not an option
10:40


Price
…it's not?
10:41


You
i keep forgetting that you've only been with the team for a year
10:45


Marlow
jane is special
10:45

ilya's been hung up on her for years
10:45

not that the asshole will admit it
10:46


Carmichael
which is obviously part of the problem
10:48


You
probably didn't help that roz has always kept anything about her quiet and he's been watched like a hawk since the outing
10:48

plus he had to win the cup
10:50


Price
fuck tmz
10:50


Hammersmith
not to digress but he always wanted to win the cup?
10:51


Carmichael
yeah but this season was different
10:54


Hammersmith
because he got benched?
10:55


You
because he's the first out bisexual player, hammy
10:59

winning the cup was the only option
11:00


Hammersmith
oh
11:01


Marlow
I'd like to say it shut up the haters but that would've been too much to ask
11:02


You
still
11:05


Price
it didn't hurt though
11:05


Carmichael
exactly my point. he did what he had to and he made sacrifices to make it happen
11:05


You
like his relationship to jane
11:06

after already losing his country, his family and his nationality
11:06


St. Simon
fuck, it's really been a shitty year for him
11:08


Marlow
and we're only halfway through
11:09


Carmichael
so i think we can all agree that roz probably fucked up but he also had a lot on his plate
11:10

we all did
11:11

but now the season is over and I refuse to believe that one shitty argument is going to outweigh years of pathetic pining. we're fucking champions. we did our best when our captain was literally running for his life. like hell are we gonna stand by and watch him play the protagonist in a great russian tragedy because he has forgotten that giving up isn't an option
11:13


Price
i have a feeling i'm gonna regret being in this chat
11:15


Carmichael
gentlemen, you are here because break time is over
11:15

it's time for operation:
11:16


Carmichael has renamed the chat "MarryJane 💞💎"

Price
i hate being right
11:19



You








  
    Chapter End Notes

    me: this will be complete crack
also me: *works in more and more genuine emotions and backstory than one group chat can reasonably contain*

I know I still haven't updated Carter's story and I promise this isn't me saying that's never going to happen. This is me saying that I've been running into a mental wall for months and finally decided to approach this 'verse from a different direction to hopefully get back into the swing of writing. So here we are, back with some of my favorite unhinged Bears meaning well and trying their best with the information they have. This won't blow up in anyone's face at all, I'm sure.

I would love to hear your thoughts!

A couple of notes:
- Things between Shane and Ilya went down a little differently in this 'verse for obvious reasons but as you can see, there are also some similarities to canon. For example: in the aftermath of Ilya's outing he did shut Shane out and Shane, in return, did confront Ilya in Vegas. But because the stakes and context aren't the same that encounter went very differently.
- Connors and Carmichael *sometimes people accidentally fall off wagons* were a complete accident and I stand by them.
- #PunchAHomophobe: Connors maintains that the correct name should have been #PunchABiphobe. Unfortunately for for him, the internet decides that the first one is catchier. It helps that the game that inspired it was absolutely the Toronto Guardians being homophobic assholes because, well, Dallas Kent.
- Ryan Price has not been traded because in this 'verse, thanks to Ilya's outing and his friends' protectiveness, the Bears' GM is preoccupied with getting rid off the bi- and homophobic assholes on the roster that aren't smart enough to ensure that their bias doesn't affect their performance on the ice.
- Connor absolutely is the type of person to give every contact in his phone a ridiculous nickname. I settled for last names in the group chat despite that because I believe it makes it easier to read. You will see the names he has them saved under at the top of personal chats as they appear though.
- I really wanted to use a different code for this one with iMessages and no scrolling but I couldn't find one that had the features I wanted for group chats AND I was able to figure out immediately. (So yes, I may be the problem.) If you have any recommendations for a good workskin code, I'd love to hear it.

If you'd like to connect and/or shout some HR headcanons or prompts my way, you can find me as on Tumblr.

Are you looking for a good fic to read? Here are some of my current faves:

winter with your love by notyourdarling:
Canon-divergent after Vegas. This is such a beautiful story because it gives Shane the room to grow, find community and learn more about himself. His development is just *chefs kiss*. I also adore the mixed media elements. I just need the miscommunication to get resolved now because we're almost there and I'm vibrating in my seat, waiting for the next update as we speak. WIP.

jane dutch by thisisnotthenerd:
This fic takes the cracky premise of Shane writing hockey romance books in his non-existent free time (whilst still being Shane fucking Hollander on the ice) and runs with it and let me tell you, it does it so damn well. I really didn't expect the story to just work so well. As always I love the mixed media but I also adore the ways in which this change affects the lives of Shane, Ilya and many other players as the changes accumulate. Complete.

The Turning Wheel by kurenohikari:
Another WIP but it starts strong (with Theriault getting fired) and Shane standing up for himself after getting some institutional support. I really love this more confident, outspoken Shane and can't wait how the Metros will change in this 'verse as a result - and how it will affect his and Ilya's relationship, of course. So yeah, this will be a Supportive Metros fic, but one where they have fucked up and have some growing and changing to do.


  






  










Afterword



  Please drop by the Archive and comment to let the creator know if you enjoyed their work!








