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Shane Hollander: The Man Behind the Hockey Legend

    by bluesylady

      Summary

      “You are in bathroom now having panic attack, calling your boyfriend because you just told journalist you are gay?”
“Fuck you, Ilya,” Shane scoffed.
“I am just making sure I understand the situation. Okay, okay, you just go out and say you misspoke. You meant to say that you are… gray.”
“I’m not a fucking paint sample.”
“Maybe you said that you pray?”
“I definitely did not say I pray. Also, I’m not religious.”
“You're not?”
“Ilya, can you fucking focus?”

****
When Yuna books Shane a sit-down interview with GQ, she has no idea she's about to derail the carefully laid ten-year plan Shane and his secret boyfriend had only just begun to build. Shane never realized how exhausting the secret had become until it slipped out. Suddenly, telling the truth felt just a little more bearable than forcing himself back into hiding.

This is a story about bravery. About being scared and doing it anyway. About being too exhausted to keep lying. About deciding which truths are finally safe to share, and which must still be protected while real danger remains.



      Notes

        Okay, y’all. This story idea was going to be a one-shot for my relationship reveal series. Maybe a two-shot. Then it grew legs and got away from me, and I’ve spent the last month or so running after it, trying to figure out where the hell it was going. It's still a relationship reveal fic, so keep that in mind if you get confused about what I focus on and what I gloss over. It turns out, there is so much to reveal, and to so many people!

This entire fic became a huge writing experiment for me. I researched journalistic writing styles. I learned how to work with adding pics and social media posts into ao3. I became very curious how parts of the story could be told in this way. So, I have no idea if this works or not (please don't tell me if it doesn't work! Just feel free to DNF. Common fandom etiquette please).

Anyway, I hope you enjoy! This fic is fully written and I will be posting chapters daily to feed the beast :)




  






      

  












      Chapter 1: GQ Photoshoot and Sit-Down Interview
  



    Chapter Notes

      In this world, David packed his charger.







  Shane was trying to rush through this dinner with his parents as quick as possible without being rude. Ilya was waiting for him back at the cottage. They had their blissful two weeks of uninterrupted time together at the cottage. Ilya had cancelled his flight as they were both eager to extend their time together. He was going to spend the rest of summer at Shane’s cottage with him. But that did mean that the real world was starting to creep back in. 
Shane couldn’t blow off his parents forever. He was supposedly done with his two week silent meditation. As he sat at his parent’s kitchen table, he couldn’t help but feel like a changed man. Echos of ya tebya lyublyu reverberated in his chest, so loudly he was certain his parents could hear it, if they were listening closely enough. But they weren’t. His mom dominated the conversation, as she always did. His Dad hummed along, asking the occasional shallow question that never successfully lowered Shane’s walls enough to let his parents actually know him. Shane gave them just enough to satisfy the interaction, to let his parents feel like he was sharing with them. He talked about the cottage. He talked about the peace and quiet. He talked about how his physical therapy was going.
The internal tension gnawed at his chest as he sat in front of his parents following the most life-changing two weeks of his life, and they had no idea. They had no idea that he had someone who he was making plans for. That his whole future now revolved around one person who was hiding away in his cottage. The words felt trapped right behind his teeth. He pursed his lips to try to keep them in.
“You seem relaxed,” his dad commented as they finished their meal. “Happier. That two week silent retreat really did you some good, huh?”
Shane just smiled and nodded, saying nothing about the endless days of orgasms and love confessions that occurred during his supposed two week silent retreat. Of mornings waking up on Ilya’s warm chest with the sunlight streaming in from the window warming their bodies. Of dreaming up a future together with the man he loved. 
“Good,” his father said with a nod. “I’m glad you took some time for yourself. I know how hard you work and how stressful things can get.”
“Thanks Dad,” Shane said.
“Oh, don’t forget you have that interview with GQ tomorrow,” Yuna added as an after thought as David cleared their plates. 
And of course, the two weeks reprieve from Yuna-coordinated obligations had ended. He knew that this was coming. He had a calendar reminder for the event blocked off for the next day: GQ Photoshoot.
“I thought it was a photoshoot,” Shane said, dread building in his stomach.
“It’s both,” Yuna said, as if that should have been obvious. “It’s a photoshoot and sit-down interview. Remember, I told you about it months ago.”
Shane schooled his face quickly. “Oh, um, yeah, I think I remember that.” He did not remember that. But Shane had started to get in the bad habit of tuning out his mother when she started talking business.
“That’s not going to be a problem, is it Shane?” her mother asked. Her tone carried a slight hint of sharpness, as if she really did not have the time or energy for Shane to have a problem with the photoshoot/sit-down interview she had coordinated for him months ago and specifically scheduled so he could do it during the off season.
Shane quickly shook his head, “No, it’s fine.” The pit in his stomach felt heavy. The only sit-down interview he had ever agreed to was the special feature on his cottage, which was safe because he could just talk about the cottage. This, a sit down interview, with the sole focus on getting to know something unique about Shane Hollander? That was scary, that was dangerous. Post-game interviews were annoying, but they never really scared him, and his media training made those easy to navigate. This? Terrifying. A sit-down interview came with more chances to slip up. It’s why he had generally done everything in his power to avoid agreeing to them. But apparently he had accidentally agreed to this.
But he couldn’t tell his mother why a sit-down interview was a bad idea. She had no idea he was guarding a secret that not even she knew about. If she had known, she would have never set this interview up for him in the first place. But she didn’t know. So Shane didn’t say anything. It would be fine. It would be totally fine.
He helped his dad with the dishes and made his goodbyes before driving back to the cottage. Back to Ilya. Back to his real life.

“Go be very sexy! I need more photos for my spank bank,” Ilya said, puckering his lips for a kiss as he started to gather their coffee cups to wash up while Shane got ready to leave for his GQ photoshoot the following morning.
Shane’s eyebrows scrunched. “Where did you learn that term?”
Ilya raised his eyes at his boyfriend. “We are professional athletes, yes? I assume your teammates are just as disgusting as mine? It is very educational.”
Shane shook his head to dismiss the thought of how disgusting his teammates are. “Wait, do you have a spank bank of photos of me?”
Ilya grinned at him. “Yes, do you want to see? We can jerk off together to how pretty your freckles are.”
Shane glared at him. “Dude, you can’t just keep photos of me on your phone. What if your phone is stolen or hacked or something?”
Ilya waved his hand dismissively. “Is in password protected folder. Do not worry, it is not titled  My very sexy boyfriend, Shane Hollander.”
Shane stared suspiciously at Ilya, feeling unconvinced that Ilya’s spank bank folder was not actually titled My very sexy boyfriend, Shane Hollander. 
“Do not worry, is in folder titled Boring.” 
Shane scoffed and looked away, quickly shifting from anxious to hurt.
“Noooo,” Ilya was quick to reassure, seeing Shane’s insecurity rear up. “Is my favorite thing, that you are boring. I have had too much excitement in my life. Boring is good. All I want is a boring life with you.”
Shane couldn’t help but melt at that. A sweet dopey smile filled his face. “Really?”
Ilya nodded seriously. “Mmm, yes, you are not only one who thinks ahead. We will be boring married couple, yes? We will have a dog, and at least two kids I think. You will be best at all the boring parts. Doctor appointments and packing lunches and signing forms for school. We will drive boring cars because they are good in the snow and safe for kids or something boring and important like that. I will be the fun one, and make sure there is lots of chaos and laughter, yes? But the boring is very important, future does not work without it.”
Shane’s mouth hung slack as he gazed at Ilya, visualizing the future Ilya described so clearly it hit him like a punch to the gut.
“Fuck,” Shane breathed.
Shane saw the moment insecurity crossed Ilya’s features. “I mean, not that I am saying that we have to, um, I’m not saying that we will–”
“I want that too,” Shane said quickly, crashing his lips to Ilya’s in a passionate declaration. “Fuck, Ilya, I want a boring life with you. I want all of that. The marriage, the dog, kids.”
The smile on Ilya’s face lit up the whole room. Shane felt drunk off of the seer joy on his boyfriend’s face.
Shane crashed his lips against Ilya’s lips again. “Fuck, I love you so much.”
Ilya kissed Shane thoroughly before shoving him gently away. “Go, do photoshoot to make your mama happy. I will be here when you get home.”
Shane gave Ilya a long lingering look. Leaving Ilya to go do a photoshoot and interview after discussing their future was quite possibly the last thing he wanted to do. He thought briefly of calling his mom and coming up with an excuse to not go. It was a fleeting thought, one quickly dismissed after a brief contemplation about disappointing his mother. 
“I love you,” Shane said, gathering his phone and keys, shoving them in his pocket, hesitating with his hand on the door. “You’ll be okay here while I’m gone?”
Ilya clutched his heart dramatically. “I will suffer every minute you are away. I will wait at the door like sad puppy waiting for you to come back.” At Shane’s guilty look, Ilya grinned and made a shooing motion with his hands. “I will be fine for a few hours, Hollander. Go.”
Shane took a steeling breath and left.

Shane swallowed his nerves and followed the intern up the elevator of the hotel before being let into the penthouse suite that the interview was to happen. Apparently this was the most common setting if you refused to let GQ come into your home to photograph and interview you. Which he made sure his mother understood was not an option.
“Shane Hollander, thank you so much for taking the time to do this. I’m Charles Bernier, I’m going to be interviewing you today,” the man greeted while reaching out to shake Shane’s hand.
“Happy to be here,” Shane said, the lie smooth on his tongue as he felt his media training immediately kick in. “Where do you want me?”
“Hair and makeup first,” Charles said. “Stacy is getting set up over there. Then Veronica will get you set up with wardrobe. Martin is your photographer. After photos, you and I will sit down for your interview.”
Shane nodded and let himself be guided into a chair in front of a woman whose perfume tickled his nose and let her touch his face and hair, trying not to let his discomfort of her strange hands on his face show up in his expression. 
After what felt like an hour of being touched, but was only seventeen minutes by the clock on the wall, Shane was excused to Veronica’s control. She handed him a collection of hangers and directed him to the bathroom where he could get changed. It was a simple wardrobe of a white button down dress shirt and a black suit jacket. It was slightly more stylized than the suits he normally wore for press conferences and award shows. He left his clothing in a neat stack on the bathroom counter. He walked out to be intercepted by Veronica who made quick work of unbuttoning several buttons, plumping out the fabric so it draped in such a way that was apparently aesthetically pleasing.
Then he was released to Martin who directed him to stand in front of various blank walls, following him around with a light meter, gesturing to his assistants to make adjustments to the portable lights that had been brought into the hotel room. Shane tried really hard not to squint his eyes as the bright lights overwhelmed his senses. Martin seemed to find a section of the room that solved whatever light equation he was looking for and went about giving Shane instructions.
Shane did his best to follow the directions Martin called out. Most of it was pretty simple. Look over here. Chin down. Bring your left shoulder down just a touch. Yes, perfect, just like that. 
After about ten minutes of shifting through various poses, Martin signalled to Veronica who swooped to remove his suit jacket. She rolled up the cuffs of his sleeves. Stacy swept in to fuss with his hair so that it laid just right and it took every ounce of self-control to not bat her hand away.
Martin guided him to the table and desk in the room. Shane felt somewhat ridiculous as he followed the instructions to drape himself over the desk and gaze into the camera lens as Martin crouched down to capture the shot.
After another ten minutes, Martin signalled the crew to swoop in again, and Shane was quickly rid of his button down shirt as the suit jacket was placed back over his naked chest. Shane tried not to squirm as the tag of suit jacket rubbed against his bare skin. He was guided to sit on the chair, leaning forward with his elbows on his knees. Then put up against a blank wall, shifted so he looked over his shoulder at the camera.
Martin raised his hands again and once more, Shane was manhandled into a different outfit. He was directed, posed, adjusted, the lights flashed, blinding him. Again, repeat. His skin itched as he forced himself in and out of various garments that made him want to simply strip off his skin entirely, hang it on a hanger to hand to Veronica and walk out of his hotel room forever. But he didn’t do that. He changed into what they wanted him to wear. He posed how they wanted him to pose. And he tried to look like he wasn’t screaming inside. He was stripped down to his underwear and laid out on the cold floor, posed strategically and looking up at the camera as Martin hovered over him.
Finally, finally, Martin nodded. “Great job! I think I’ve got everything.”
Shane let out a breath of relief and got up from the floor and murmured an awkward thanks before darting into the bathroom to get changed. He felt slightly more like himself once he was back in his own clothes.
He left the bathroom and looked around at the chaos of Martin, Veronica and Stacy all packing up their equipment. 
“Five minutes for them to get cleared out, then we can sit down for our interview,” Charles let him know. “Do you need anything? Food? Water?”
“Do you have ginger ale?" Shane asked.
Charles nodded and walked over to the minibar and pulled out a ginger ale for Shane, handing it to him. Shane thanked him.
While Shane was waiting, he pulled out his cell phone.
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          Today at 11:47 AM
        



          
            Jane
          
        


            That was exhausting
          




          
            Lily
          
        


            All done?
          




          
            Jane
          
        


            I wish. That was just the photographs. On break, then interview next
          




          
            Lily
          
        


            I am sure you were very sexy. I cannot wait to update my spankbank folder
          




          
            Jane
          
        


            Stop calling it that
          




          
            Lily
          
        


            Stop going away and I won’t need to keep folder on my phone to look at when I miss you
          




            I am looking at it right now
          




            You took your freckles with you so I have no choice
          




            I must look at pictures to get my fix
          




          
            Jane
          
        


            Well, I think you are going to like the ones they took today
          




            They had me take some in my underwear
          




          
            Lily
          
        


            One of my favorite looks
          




            This will be new favorite picture in spank bank
          




          
            Jane
          
        


            Don’t call it that!
          




          
            Lily
          
        


            No
          





Shane couldn’t help the blush on his face as he grinned down at his phone.
Martin, Stacy, and Veronica were impressively efficient, and five minutes later, Shane found himself alone with Charles.
“Are you ready or do you need more time?” Charles asked.
Shane shook his head. No, the sooner he sat down to do this, the sooner it would be over.
Charles gestured Shane over to the seating area where there were two arm chairs angled toward each other with a small table between them. A couple of glasses of water sat on the table. Shane sat his can of ginger ale down while he took his seat.
“Do you mind if I record this?” Charles asked as he pulled out a tape recorder and setting it out on the table. 
Shane wanted to say no, but knew that wasn’t how these things went. “Sure, that’s fine,” he said.
Charles leaned forward and clicked the recorder on before sitting back and giving Shane a reassuring smile.
“I’m curious,” Charles opened with. “You’ve done a lot of media. Do you ever get used to all this?”
No, he wanted to say. He shrugged instead. “It’s part of the job. You get used to it. Of course, if it was up to me, I’d just play hockey and call it there. But as my mom always stressed, there’s a lot of kids out there who look up to me. I try to do my part, I guess, to be that beacon of hope.”
“Are you talking about being an Asian player in the NHL?” Charles said.
“Yeah,” Shane agreed. 
“That sounds like a lot of pressure,” Charles offered.
It is. “Someone has to be the one who shows others that they can make it in the NHL, I suppose,” Shane said, his mind flashing briefly to Scott Hunter kissing his boyfriend on center ice. Focus, we’re talking about race. “I just try to focus on being the best hockey player so that maybe we can step away from thinking that a hockey player has to look or be a certain way. I don’t want to be known for being an Asian hockey player in the NHL. I just want to be known for my hockey.”
“Do you feel like you have to be the best so that your right to play hockey in the NHL isn’t questioned?”
Yes. Shane forced himself to look away before the answer showed up on his face, while he tried to think of a media-friendly answer. “There will always be doubters. I guess I want to do everything I can to remove those doubts if I can.”
Charles nodded.
“You are known for having a very clean public image,” Charles said. “Is that reflective of your life or is that all part of the image and brand?”
Clean image. That’s media speak for boring. Shane had to duck his head to try to hide his smile. “It’s a bit of both, I guess. I’m pretty boring.”
Charles tilted his head at Shane’s answer. “What does boring mean to you?”
All I want is a boring life with you. Shane closed his eyes, savoring the sweet memory from this morning, a slight lift tugging at the corner of his mouth. Shane centered himself and addressed Charles. “It means I care about simple things. Things that make life easier. Less chaotic. I don’t really party, I have a lot of routines, I play hockey.” Shane shrugged, as if to say, yep, that’s me.
“What kind of routines?” Charles asked.
“I set my alarm at 6am, go for a run, then make a smoothie, shower. During the season, I head to the rink for practice or a game. Evenings are spent doing yoga, meditation, and reading a chapter of my book, and I generally try to be asleep by 10.” Except for when we play Boston and I get to see Ilya. In that case, I will gladly give up my eight hours of beauty sleep to get thoroughly fucked into the wee hours of the night before leaving in the dead of night so no one would ever catch us.
“And during the off season? How have you been spending this summer so far?”
By spending every possible moment with Ilya. Waking up next to him. Sucking him. Fucking him. Making him coffee. Playing video games with him. Cooking together. Talking about the future together. “I like to spend my off season at my cottage. It is my favorite place on earth.” Especially now, with Ilya staying with me. “I let myself sleep in,” on Ilya’s chest. “I relax, play video games, go swimming in the lake” with Ilya. “I still try to stay active during the off season. I have an off season training program that I follow. Otherwise, it’s a good time to just recharge. I get to see my parents, which is great.”
“You are close to your parents?”
“Oh, yeah,” Shane agreed quickly. “Very close. My parents are great. I couldn’t have gotten to where I am today without them.”
“Is there any part of your life that you feel like your parents struggle to understand?”
That I have a boyfriend and he’s the best thing that ever happened to me. “I mean, my mom is my manager, and I guess at times it gets kind of blurred, when her support of my career feels…” Shane had to carefully word this, his mom was going to read this. “It can be a lot, I guess. I am not ungrateful, but it’s messy, and sometimes you just want to complain to your mom about work, or to just have dinner together without talking about brand deals.”
“And what would you complain about? What are the hard parts of what you do?”
This. Doing media. All the commercials and brand deals. Hearing racist and homophobic comments in the locker room. The media pushing the narrative that he hated the love of his life. “The amount of commitments can pile up. All I really want to do is hockey. But there is a lot of other obligations that fill up my time. Media, commercials, brand deals.”
“You have an impressive number of accomplishments in your hockey career. You won gold during the World Junior Championship, you were second overall draft pick, won rookie of the year, you took home silver in the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics with Team Canada, and you won two back to back Stanley Cups in 2015 and 2016. What do you feel like the most defining moment was for you?”
Shane thought back to all of those moments. Ilya wasn’t there for his cup wins, he only hugged his parents on center ice. Rookie of the year and olympics both ended in a bad fight with Ilya. One memory bubbled up, solid in its value. “Draft night.”
“What was it about the draft that feels the most defining?”
Ilya sprawling across from him on the gym floor, shaking a water bottle at him. “I got to join the Metros. It’s the moment that really defines a player’s career. I feel fortunate to be with the Metros.”
“And is that because they are a winning team or because of the culture of the team?”
You mean that homophobic locker room culture? “I mean, I’m not going to lie, I like winning,” he said with a smug grin. “And every locker room has it’s issues, but overall the guys are great.”
“What kind of issues have you encountered?”
Fuck. He really needs to be more careful. But it’s hard to keep it up. He’s fresh off of two hours of a photoshoot with way too many wardrobe changes, and now he is a half hour into this interview. His media training was geared toward short press interviews after a game. Not whatever the fuck this is. “I mean, locker room talk, you know. I think that’s pretty common all over the league. It’s hard to hear, I speak up when I can, but sometimes it feels like…” Like I’d put a target on my back if I spoke up every time they called something gay or called somone a faggot. “You have to pick your battles sometimes.”
“It sounds oppressive,” Charles offered.
Shane shrugged and reached for his ginger ale in lieu of elaborating on this topic he really didn’t want to continue. Charles seemed to get the hint and dropped it.
“Back to the draft,” Charles began. “You came in second after Ilya Rozanov, who you have been pitted against ever since. How has your rivalry evolved over the years?”
Maybe we could start to change the narrative a bit.. And look lots of guys have friends on other teams. Shane almost wanted to lean over and kiss Charles in gratitude. He wouldn’t because Ilya would be jealous. Also, Charles was nice looking, but he was no Ilya. Shane let a smile slip. He had to be careful, but he didn’t want to waste the opportunity to get out from the iron grip that was the rivalry narrative. 
“Rozanov is the best competition a guy like me could have asked for. He has always challenged me, made me want to bring my all to the ice. He’s also the only other player who knows what it’s like to be at the top like we are. So, we’ve talked, become friends. I know it will surprise a lot of people, but we actually have a lot in common. We’ve never hated each other or anything like that. I actually respect the hell out of him. And I am pretty sure it’s mutual.”
“This last season, you had a pretty scary on-ice injury during a game against Boston. You had to be carried off the ice on a stretcher. What was the scariest part of that for you?”
Tell Ilya I’m okay. He’s gonna worry. “I think the scariest part was knowing that something bad had happened and that the people who care about me were watching, and were probably freaking out. For me, I was just worried about them. I was scared that no one was going to reach out, let them know I was okay. I didn’t want them to worry about me.”
“When you think about your future, about what comes after hockey, what do you picture for yourself?” Charles asked.
We will be boring married couple, yes? We will have a dog, and at least two kids I think. You will be best at all the boring parts. Doctor appointments and packing lunches and signing forms for school. We will drive boring cars because they are good in the snow and safe for kids or something boring and important like that. I will be the fun one, and make sure there is lots of chaos and laughter, yes? But the boring is very important, future does not work without. Shane closed his eyes as images of Ilya with a small child in his arms flooded his brain. “I mean, I want what everyone wants, right? Get married, settled down, raise children.”
“Are we by any chance talking about Rose Landry in this future? You received quite a bit of attention when you two were dating earlier this year.”
“Oh, yeah, um no, Rose and I weren’t… compatible.” Compatible, I thought I knew what it meant but I wanted to be sure. “Rose is great, and honesty I think she might be one of my closest friends now. She helped me figure a lot of stuff out about myself. I will always be grateful for Rose.”
“What did she help you figure out?” Charles followed.
I feel like maybe you’d rather be kissing Miles? Shane swallowed. Fuck. He was letting too much slip through. His mind raced. “Um, just some stuff about who I really am, what I’m looking for.”
“And who are you really?” Charles asked. His tone was kind, curious. As if it was a simple question, not a live grenade he had thrown right at Shane’s fucking face.
I’m gay. “I’m…” I’m gay. “I, uh….” I’m gay. “I…” I am a gay fucking hockey player who is in love with his rival. “I’m…” Think of something, fucking anything other than the fact that you are, “gay.”
Shane blinked. Charles blinked. Shane looked at Charles with a horrified expression. “Fuck, I um, I mean, no, I’m not…” gay. Say I’m not gay. Take it back! Take it back! 
Shane bolted out of the chair. “I’m, uh, I need to, I’m sorry.”
He wanted to leave, wanted to run away from this moment. But he couldn’t. He had to figure out how to clean up the mess he just made. He darted into the bathroom, shutting it with a loud click. He pulled out his phone.
“Shane?” Ilya’s voice reached him through the buzzing in his ears. “Are you all done?”
Shane gasped for air. When did there stop being air? Why didn’t his lungs seem to be working?
“Shane? Shane, what is wrong?”
Shane could only heave for air in response.
“Okay, Shane, you are having panic attack? You need to breathe. We breathe together, da? Follow me. In. And out. In. And out.” Ilya exaggerated his breathing on the phone until Shane matched his breathing and was finally able to calm down enough to breathe normally on his own.
“Okay, you are breathing now?” Ilya asked.
“Yes, I’m breathing,” Shane said.
“Good, breathing is good. What happened? What is wrong?”
“Um, I think I just came out to a journalist,” Shane whispered, as if he was scared that Charles was listening at the door. As if the words ‘I’m gay’ hadn’t just come out of his mouth, damning him already.
“You think?” Ilya asked.
“Um, I did,” Shane clarified. “I didn’t mean to. But he was asking about the future and Rose and he asked me who I really was and I was trying so hard to not say ‘I’m gay’ but it kind of slipped out?”
“What did he say after?”
“Nothing, I ran in to the bathroom.”
“You are in bathroom now having panic attack, calling your boyfriend because you just told journalist you are gay?”
“Fuck you, Ilya,” Shane scoffed.
“I am just making sure I understand the situation. Okay, okay, you just go out and say you misspoke. You meant to say that you are… gray.”
“I’m not a fucking paint sample.”
“Maybe you said that you pray?”
“I definitely did not say I pray. Also, I’m not religious.”
“You're not?”
“Ilya, can you fucking focus?”
“Okay, okay, sorry. You go out and say you are not gay, you are very very straight, lover of pussy, just not Rose Landry’s.”
“Fuck, Ilya, I… I tried. I tried to take it back, but…”
“But what?”
“But once I had said it, I couldn’t unsay it. I couldn’t say the words ‘I’m not gay.’”
“Okay, okay, you ask that he not include in article, yes? Or threaten? Tell him your big, scary boyfriend will kill him if he tells anyone your secret after he tricked it out of you.”
“You’re not going to kill anyone,” Shane muttered. 
“Fine, beat up,” Ilya compromised.
Shane scoffed.
“If you ask him, do you think he will leave it out?”
“Maybe…” Shane said, trailing off as a surprising wave of hesitation hit him.
“What is it?” Ilya prompted him.
Shane sighed. “It’s exhausting, I’ve been spinning lies and half-truths the whole interview, fuck, my whole life, and I finally got to say something fucking true. And… I can’t believe I’m saying this, but part of me kind of doesn’t want to take it back?”
“Are you saying you want to come out?”
“Fuck. No. I mean, maybe? No, that’s crazy, right? No, I can't, there's no way.”
Ilya was quiet for a long stretch as he seemed to consider his words carefully. “You could, if you wanted to. You will not be the first. Scott Hunter just kissed his boyfriend on center ice. You are already used to coming in second, should not be too hard for you.”
Shane scoffed. “Fuck off.” Then he trailed off, considering it. “I know I can’t say that it’s you, but fuck, it would be nice to actually tell the world that I have someone at home.”
“Da, is not safe yet for me, with Russia. But you can say you have boyfriend and I will know, and maybe one day in future the whole world will know you were talking about me, da?”
“Fuck, I love you. Am I really doing this?”
“I think maybe you are?”
“Fuck, I’m scared,” Shane breathed.
“Yes, is scary,” Ilya acknowledged. “But you are brave.”
“Fuck, okay, um, I guess I should get back there. Thanks.”
“You have problem, you call me, is how this works now.”
“Right, okay,” Shane breathed, trying to gather himself to face Charles. 
“And Shane?” Ilya interrupted. “No matter what happens, we figure it out together, yes? You aren’t alone in this.”
“Okay.”
“And if you change your mind, let me know, I will come down to beat up journalist for you.”
Shane laughed. “Bye, Ilya.” 
Shane took a moment to steel himself before opening the bathroom door, sliding his phone in his pocket as Charles looked up at him. Shane tried to get a read on the other man’s face, but he just seemed… observant, maybe a bit cautious, like he was aware that Shane was a skittish animal who might lash out if threatened.
Shane made his way back to his chair, feeling like he was walking to the gallows. He took his seat and took a sip of water, partially to have something to do that wasn’t looking at Charles, partially because his mouth had gone painfully dry all of a sudden.
“I take it that wasn’t something you planned on talking about today?” Charles broached.
Shane swallowed and shook his head.
“Are you comfortable continuing?”
Shane rubbed his sweaty palms on his pants. “Yeah.”
“Okay,” Charles said. “Then let’s go at your pace.”
Shane laughed. “Nothing about this is at my pace.”
“What does that mean?” Charles asked.
“This wasn’t the plan. I was supposed to wait until I retired.”
“Do you want to take it back? We can scratch it from the record.”
Shane shook his head. “I can’t take it back. I…” he looked away from Charles and scanned the hotel room they sat in. How many hotel rooms had seen his secret love affair with Ilya unfold? Shane sighed heavily. “I’m really fucking scared right now. But I think I might be more exhausted than I am scared.”
“Exhausted?”
“It’s exhausting, lying all the time,” Shane admitted. “I’ve lied for so long. To everyone. To my parents, my friends, my team, the whole world. Mostly lies of omission, but still. I lied to myself for a fucking long time. Rose was… fuck, she was so nice about it. She really helped me stop lying to myself. It was so scary to admit it to myself, but it was more exhausting to keep pretending that I wasn’t in love with–” Shane shook his head, cutting himself off. “I was hoping that I would find some woman who I could feel something for, so I could be normal. Get a wife like I’m supposed to. Someone I can talk about in the locker room and during interviews and not have the whole world flip out.”
“What are you most scared of when people find out?”
Shane scoffed. “That everyone is going to hate me? Turn on me? That I’ll lose sponsorships? That I’ll get benched or traded or fired?”
“What will feel like a relief once people know?”
“That I will finally be able to tell people that I have a boyfriend and that it’s very serious.”
“What would you like people to know about him?”
Shane couldn’t help the mushy smile from taking over his face, finally given the opportunity to gush about his amazing boyfriend. “He’s the best. He is so funny and kind. He’s competitive as fuck, which is perfect because so am I. He always knows how to get me out of my head or help me calm down when I’m freaking out.”
“Like…” Charles trailed off, gesturing toward the bathroom where Shane had disappeared to freak out mid-interview.
Shane gave a sheepish smile. “Yeah, like when I accidentally out myself to a journalist.”
“And what did he say about you coming out?”
“He was great. He offered to kill you or beat you up. I told him not to.”
“I appreciate that,” Charles said, a tone of humor in his tone.
“He also said it would be okay to tell the truth, at least about me. That I wouldn’t be the first. Scott Hunter just came out and the league didn’t spontaneously combust.”
“How was that for you? Seeing Scott Hunter kiss his boyfriend on center ice?”
I’m coming to the cottage. “It changed everything. Like we were saying earlier, someone has to be first. I was already the representing Asians in the NHL. I couldn’t be the first gay player too. Although, I admittedly hadn’t planned on being second either.”
“What would you say is the hardest part about being a closeted player in the NHL?”
“It’s kind of hard to pick just one thing. There’s a lot of things that are hard. Like I could talk about what it’s like to hear the word ‘faggot’ tossed around casually in the locker room and wondering if they would direct it at you if they knew. Or the pressure to go out to bars to pick up women, and I can’t give a satisfying excuse why I don’t want to. Or how my boyfriend has been in my phone under a girl’s name for almost a decade because we’re so scared of what would happen if anyone saw our texts.”
“What do you imagine will change after this interview is published?” Charles asked. 
Shane thought about it. He thought about what he’d face in the league, hard conversations he’ll need to have with his parents, with his teammates. And then he thought of Ilya waiting for him at home. Of the secrecy that they will have to continue because of Russia. Shane sighed. “Some things won’t. I still won’t be able to be out with my partner.”
“Why not?”
“Because it isn’t safe for him.” 
“How do you mean?”
Shane paused, considering his words carefully. “I am very lucky to be Canadian. I may be in one of the most homophobic industries possible, but at the end of the day, even if I lose hockey, I know that I have legal protections that keep me safe. I don’t have to worry about my passport being revoked, or being imprisoned or killed for loving a man. Not everyone is that lucky.”
Shane felt the weight of the silence that Charles let stretch out. He felt the moment land. He could see Charles accept just how serious this was. Charles gave Shane a small nod. 
“When people finish reading this article, what do you hope they understand?”
“I tried really hard to be what everyone wanted me to be. Despite my best efforts, I fell in love with an amazing man. Between hockey and his country, we never thought we could make it work. But love is kind of an unrelenting force. We tried to push each other away, we hurt each other a lot over the years. I’ve run from that fact that I am in love with this man for years. And I’m done running now.”
Charles gave a definitive nod and shifted forward, extending his hand. Shane took it and shook it. “Thank you.” Shane nodded. Charles hesitated before adding, “I know this isn’t the interview you expected to give today. I appreciate you trusting me with your story nonetheless.”
Shane gave a small laugh. “Definitely not how I expected today to go. When will the article come out?” Shane asked.
“Two weeks,” Charles said.
Shane nodded and swallowed severely. “I guess have a lot of people I need to talk to in the next two weeks.”






      

  












      Chapter 2: We Should Probably Tell My Parents
  








  As soon as Shane’s car crunched down the gravel driveway, he could see the front door of the cottage swing open. Shane had barely gotten his feet on the ground before strong, warm arms wrapped securely around his trembling frame.
“What the fuck, Ilya?” Shane gasped, clinging to him desperately. “What the fuck did I just do?”
“You were honest,” Ilya said. “We started bad habit of it here at cottage.”
Shane made a sound that was halfway between a laugh and a sob into Ilya’s shirt. “We might need a new plan,” he mumbled into Ilya’s shoulder.
“Then we make new plan,” Ilya said, as if it was that simple. “But not now. Now I take you inside and fuck you so hard you forget you just came out, yes?”
Shane pulled back enough to clasp Ilya’s face between his hands and crashing their lips together. No more words were spoken as Ilya grabbed Shane by the thighs, lifting him easily. Shane wrapped his legs around his boyfriend and let him carry him inside. 
The next couple of hours, Ilya took his time taking Shane apart so thoroughly that by the time he cried out in orgasm, he had been put back together as a different man.
After a restoring shower and a late lunch that Ilya made for them, they sat down on the couch, knees touching, hands entwined.
“The article comes out in two weeks,” Shane said, breaking the silence of the last few hours that had been filled only with sounds of their lovemaking and cooking. Ilya didn’t say anything, just rubbed the back of Shane’s hand with his thumb. “Everyone’s going to know that I’m… gay.”
“Are you ready for this?” Ilya asked. “I can still go beat up reporter.”
Shane smiled affectionately at his boyfriend. “I’m pretty sure I could call him up and ask him to not include my confession.”
Ilya assessed Shane with a sharp gaze. “But you aren’t going to.” It wasn’t a question.
Shane shook his head. “No, I’m not going to. I have spent so long being afraid of saying those words out loud, of telling my story. But once I did, I didn’t even realize how much energy it took to not say it. And, fuck, I’m so fucking tired. It’s so exhausting to pretend, you know?”
Ilya’s face was raw and open when he said, “I do.”
“Fuck, Ilya, I’m sorry. Of course you know. At least I have the option to do this dumb thing and come out.”
Ilya shook his head. “No sorries. If I could tell world I was in love with best hockey player in world with sexiest freckles, I would be calling up every reporter right now. I will not deny you this right. When it is safe for me, whole world will know, yes?”
Shane squeezed Ilya’s hand. “When it’s safe. I promise, Ilya, we will figure out how to make it safe for you so you can be dumb with me and shout our love out into the world.”
Ilya smiled at him, it was so sweet and genuine, it took over his whole face. “You can be dumb for both of us for now.”
Shane closed his eyes and shook his head, letting out a scoff. He finally heaved a heavy sigh. “I have to tell my parents. I can’t have them read about it in a fucking magaine.”
“Yes, but not today. I think you have done enough coming out for one day, yes?”
Shane nodded. 

“They will be good about it, yes?” Ilya asked.
Shane bobbed his head. “Yeah.”
“Then nothing to worry about, yes?” Ilya kissed Shane’s forehead. “I will wait here. You get me when you are ready.”
Shane nodded. They had thoroughly talked through this plan last night.
The doorbell rang. “Fuck,” he breathed.
“Remember, you are brave,” Ilya gathered Shane in for a firm hug that helped ground him for what he was about to do. “I love you.”
Shane hugged Ilya back. “I love you, too. Okay, wish me luck.”
Ilya manhandled Shane’s face until he was able to capture Shane’s eyes. “Good luck.” He then closed the distance and kissed him, parting his lips to shove his tongue into Shane’s mouth in what turned into an absolutely filthy kiss. Shane melted against him, pressing their chests together.
The doorbell rang again. Shane broke apart from Ilya. “You fucking asshole.” Ilya grinned mischievously in response.
Shane exited the bedroom, closing the door while Ilya sat down on the bed, waiting.
He took a moment in the hallway to take a deep breath to steel himself before going to answer the door.
“I was almost about to pull out the spare key to let ourselves in,” Yuna chided, stepping forward to kiss her son on the cheek.
“I was just finishing up something, sorry,” Shane mumbled as his father pulled him in for a hug.
They all took a moment to take off their shoes by the door. If his parents noticed the Adidas slides by the pile of shoes, they didn’t comment on it.
“Should we start with lunch or did you want to talk first?” his dad asked. “You seemed… off when you called last night.”
“Um, yeah, can we talk?,” Shane said, gesturing his parents to follow him to the seating area in the living room.
“How was the interview?” Yuna asked as soon as she sat down next to David on one side of the L shaped couch.
Shane sat down with a heavy sigh. “That’s what I wanted to talk to you about.”
David’s eyebrows scrunched in confused curiosity. 
Shane took a deep breath and rubbed his sweaty palms on his shorts, looking anywhere but at his parents. “Um, something came up in the interview. Something I hadn’t planned on talking about publicly, but I’ve decided to let them publish it. And, um, I didn’t want you to have to find out from reading the article.” Shane eyed his mother and recalled something else that came up in the interview. “And um, Mom, before you freak out as my manager, can you just, um, be my mom first?”
Yuna’s face flashed with a complicated wave of emotions before settling into something softer. “What is it, honey?” David reached over and grasped her hand, sensing this was one of those big moments as a parent.
Shane let out a breath and closed his eyes as if that would protect him from the impact as the words tumbled out of his mouth. “I’m gay.”
With his eyes closed, Shane only had the briefest warning of hearing cloth brush against cloth before his mother’s arms engulfed him. “Oh, honey.”
There was the sound of more rustling and soon he felt his Dad on his other side, wrapping his arms around both of them. “We love you so much,” his Dad said. “This doesn’t change anything other than our ability to love you better.”
Shane broke down at that, and sobbed in his parents arms. They held him for a long minute before he started to pull back.
“I want you to know that I tried,” Shane managed as his parents relaxed their hold on him, but his mother maintained her grasp on his hand, not quite ready to break contact. “I tried really hard, but, um, I just can’t help it.”
“Oh, no,” his mother breathed. She ducked her head to try to capture his gaze. “You have nothing to apologize for. I am so very proud of you. I’m so sorry if we did anything to make you feel like you couldn’t tell us.”
Yuna pulled Shane back in for another hug. Shane went willingly, letting her words wash over him.
After what felt like a very long time, Shane extricated himself from his mother’s embrace and shifted uncomfortably between his parents, who knew him well enough when he had received the maximum amount of affection from them. They gave him one last reassuring squeeze, his father’s hand on his shoulder, his mother’s on his knee, before they shifted back to their side of the couch.
“Okay, do you want me to shift into manager mode yet?” Yuna asked, clearly straining to hold herself back from launching into problem solving mode.
“Um, not yet,” Shane said. “Um, there’s one more thing. I, um, kind of have a boyfriend?”
“Is that a question for us, kiddo?” David teased his son affectionately.
Shane gave a soft chuckle. “I have a boyfriend. I didn’t name him in the interview, but I did talk about the fact that I have one. And um, he’s here, if you want to meet him?”
Shane braved a glance toward his parents and saw the first instance of genuine surprise cross their face. 
David recovered first. “We’d love to meet him.”
“Of course,” Yuna agreed quickly.
“Okay, um I’ll go get him,” Shane said, standing. He hesitated before turning back to his parents. “Um, I know that this is a lot, but can you just please be nice to him? I really love him.”
“Why wouldn’t we be nice to him?” Yuna asked incredulously.
Shane fidgeted, “Um, you’ll see.” That was all he said before he left his parents to wait in confused apprehension in his living room to make his way to the bedroom.
As soon as Shane opened the door, Ilya sprung up from his spot perched on the edge of the bed. He eyed Shane warily. “How did they take it?”
Shane gave him a small watery smile. “Really well.”
Ilya kissed Shane’s forehead. “I am very proud of you.”
Shane let himself melt into Ilya’s touch for a moment before pulling back and looking Ilya in the eyes, searching. “Are you ready for this? It’s not too late to back out.”
Ilya lifted his hand to brush Shane’s freckles. “Moy lyubimy, do not forget that I want to tell the whole world about us. We will tell your parents because they are safe people, yes?”
Shane nodded emphatically. “Yes, Ilya, we can trust them.”
Ilya kissed Shane tenderly on the forehead. “You deserve to have people you do not have to lie to anymore, yes? We let your parents know you. Let them know that I am important to you, that you are important to me. This is important thing for parents to know.”
Shane took a steeling breath and nodded, reaching down to grasp Ilya’s hand in his and began to lead the way out of the bedroom. 
He felt the moment of liminal space as he rounded the bend so the he could see his parents sitting on the couch, facing away from them. Ilya’s reassuring squeeze of his hand kept him from bolting.
“Mom, Dad,” he called, triggering his parents to stand from their spot on the couch, turning to face them. “This is my boyfriend, Ilya.”
He watched matching shocked expressions overtake his parents’ faces. 
While his parents stood there in stunned silence, Ilya raised his free hand to give them a little wave. “Hello.”
David was the first to recover. He rounded the bend of the couch and approached them with his hand extended. “Hello Ilya,” he said. “I’m David, Shane’s Dad. It’s nice to meet you.”
Ilya shook David’s hand. “I am very happy to meet you. Shane speaks very fondly of you both.”
Yuna gathers herself finally, shutting her hanging jaw with a snap and walking over to stand at her husband’s side, extending her hand as well. “Rozanov,” she said in greeting, shaking his hand firmly. “Yuna Hollander.”
“Please, call me Ilya,” he insisted politely.
Yuna blinks as if she is being asked to redefine the direction of gravity. “Ilya.”
Yuna looked at her son with a look of incredulity.
“Um, can we sit down maybe?” Shane suggested.
Yuna and David retook their seats on one side of the L couch. Shane and Ilya sat on the other. Yuna’s sharp eyes dropped to their clasped hands.
“Well, I admit this is a bit of a surprise,” David said tactfully.
Yuna looked rapidly between the two men as if trying to figure something out. “I’m confused, I thought you hated each other?”
Shane looked over at Ilya, who held his gaze tenderly. “No, we never hated each other,” Shane said, not breaking his gaze with Ilya.
His parents watched on in stunned silence as Shane comfortably held eye contact with Ilya. It was only after David shifted uncomfortably that Shane self-consciously broke eye contact and glanced back at his parents sheepishly.
“Media likes to make it seem like we do not like each other, but that was never true,” Ilya offered.
“So the rivalry? It was all, what, fake?” Yuna asked, a tone of wonder and confusion in her voice.
Shane spared a glance at Ilya and caught his smug grin. Shane smirked. “Not all fake. We are really competitive, that’s still true.”
Shane had to force himself not to get too caught up making love eyes at Ilya in front of his parents, but when he glanced back at them, he could tell that they saw. His father’s face settled into something soft and… happy? Proud? Something like that.
“So how long as this been going on?” David asked.
A quick glance over at Ilya before telling his parents, “Since rookie season.”
He felt Ilya stiffen next to him, drawing his attention so he caught Ilya’s frown. “No, is not true. Is summer before.”
Shane gave a small smile, remembering. “Right. Summer before rookie season.”
Yuna leaned forward in surprise. “So you’ve been in love since…”
Shane inflated, ready to deny, when Ilya shocked the words out him when he said, “Yes.” Shane’s head snapped to look at Ilya’s soft expression. “We both tried to fight it for very long time, yes? But it was there from the start. At least for me.” Ilya reached up a hand to brush over Shane’s freckles fondly.
Shane swallowed and nodded, caught mesmerized in Ilya’s gaze.
“I’m confused,” David admitted. “Ilya, you have this reputation as a ladies man. Shane you dated Rose not long ago.”
Shane shifted uncomfortably.
“Yes, is true,” Ilya acknowledge. “I have been with many women. But I have only been in love with one person.”
Shane nodded. “I um, same, only one. Rose helped me figure out that I was gay. I really hoped that I was like Ilya, that I could like both men and women, and if I could just find a woman to… But Ilya is it for me.”
“So what’s the plan?” Yuna asked.
Shane glanced at her. “Are you asking as my mom or my manager?”
Yuna shrugged. “Both? Are you ready for manager mode yet?”
Shane sighed and nodded. “Yeah, no, I’m going to need your help with this.”
“So…?” Yuna prompted.
“The article is going to come out in two weeks,” Shane said.
“Okay, what is going to be in it?” Yuna asked, already pulling out a notebook from her purse.
“That I’m gay,” Shane said, starting with the obvious. “That I have a boyfriend.”
“And you didn’t name Ilya?” Yuna clarified.
Shane shook his head vehemently. “No.”
“Is not safe for me,” Ilya chimed in. “I have only Russian passport. They have laws against…” he trailed off, gesturing between him and Shane.
Yuna set down her notebook and looked at them, really looked at them. She saw the weight of what they had been carrying.
It was a brief moment, then Yuna straightened. “Okay, I’m going to make a note here that we should start talking to immigration lawyers for Ilya, but we can circle back to that.”
Shane felt Ilya’s hand tighten in his hand and glanced over to catch his eyes watering. He rubbed the back of Ilya’s hand soothingly.
“Okay, what else should I be ready for?” Yuna prompted Shane.
“Um, I may have talked about the locker room culture being homophobic. There might be some blowback from that.”
Yuna scribbled a note on her pad. She looked up at Shane.
“Are you sure you want to let this go to publish? I can call them and have them pull the article. Or make sure they exclude–”
Shane shook his head. “I already talked this out with Ilya,” Shane interjected. “I’m tired of lying. Obviously I can’t tell the whole truth yet, not until Ilya is safe, but I want to tell what we can.”
Yuna pursed her lips and nodded, making a note on her pad.
“And what will this look like? Shane you will be publicly gay and Ilya will…. What?”
Ilya shrugged, “Continue doing what I’ve been doing. Being careful, seeing Shane when I can in private, not posting anything incriminating. In the meantime, making steps to be safer. Closer. Less rivals.”
With a nod from Ilya, Shane explained their idea to start a charity together to change the narrative between them. For Ilya to trade to Ottawa once he was free agent to be closer to Shane while he played in Montreal.
Yuna frowned at Ilya. “You would leave Boston for Shane?”
Ilya nodded. “Yes.”
Shane raised their clasped hands to his lips.
Yuna’s eyebrows raised. David placed a hand on Yuna’s knee and leaned over to whisper conspiratorily. “I think we need to get on board with this one, dear. They seem serious about each other.”
Shane sat up straight and met his mother’s eyes. “We want a future together. Can you help us?”
Yuna straightened at the request. “Yes.”
With her new mission assigned, the questions came at them fast and hard. Questions about Ilya’s contract, his visa, his (problematically Russian) agent, his (lack of a) manager, his sponsorships, his family situation, his ties to Russia, who knows what. For Shane, he was grilled on the culture of the locker room, the coaching staff, owners, who he thinks will be an ally and who will be an issue, how much was Shane willing to tolerate from his team if they reacted poorly, if he was open to the idea of trading to a different team if it got bad enough. She had a litany of questions about the charity idea.
After a half hour of fielding Yuna’s questions, Ilya caught Shane’s eye and raised his eyebrows at him, as if to ask, Is she always like this? Shane smirked an nodded before turning to answer another question she had just lobbed at them.
Finally, after getting Ilya’s phone number and email address, Yuna seemed to have gotten all the information she needed and finally capped her pen and put away her notebook. “Okay, I will get to work on this. Ilya, keep an eye out for an email from me. I’ll send you a list of immigration lawyers, agents, and managers. Shane, I’ll set up a meeting with Farah in the next few days. We need to bring her in as soon as possible so she can help us manage the fallout of the article.”
“Thank you, Yuna,” Ilya said sincerely.
“Yeah, seriously, thanks Mom,” Shane chimed in.
Yuna gave them a fond smile. “Thank you for letting me in so that I can help.” She reached forward and clasped Shane’s hand. “You know all I want is for you to be happy.”
Shane squeezed her hand in appreciation. “Thanks Mom. I am happy. Ilya makes me happy.”
Yuna smiled at them. “I can see that.”
“Well, I don’t know about anyone else, but I could sure eat,” David interjected in a light tone. “I was promised lunch?”
Ilya nodded seriously and stood, untangling himself from Shane. “I cook,” he offered immediately, making his way toward the kitchen. 
David stood. “Would you like some help, son?”
Ilya froze mid-stride. Shane saw him swallow, his eyes looking a little glossy when they darted to catch Shane’s gaze, who gave him a kind, understanding smile. Ilya turned to David and gave him a small nod, not trusting himself to speak. David didn’t make a big deal of the moment, simply clasping a friendly hand on Ilya’s shoulder, gesturing him to lead the way. They disappeared into the kitchen.
And just like that, Shane’s family grew by one.






      

  












      Chapter 3: So Lily's not just a buddy?
  








  Shane shook off his excess nerves and knocked.
“Shane, buddy!” Hayden cried out when he opened the door. “Come on in, man. I was stoked when you reached out to set this up. Dude, how the fuck are you? Sorry, don’t mind the mess, new baby and all that.”
Shane followed Hayden in, slipping off his shoes and surrendering them to the chaos of overflowing tiny shoes mixed in with a few scattered toys.
Shane followed Hayden into the kitchen. “Yeah, I’m good. Thanks for making time to hang for a bit. I know things are probably crazy right now with… Amber, right?”
Hayden grinned as he got out a beer for himself and a gingerale for Shane. “Oh, um, actually, can I have a beer, too?” Shane asked.
Hayden raised his eyebrows but didn’t say anything as he grabbed Shane a beer, handing it over.
“Yeah, things are totally crazy, but I think we might be pros at this by now, so it’s kind of an organized chaos mission now. Oh, man, Amber is amazing, do you want to see her?”
“Nope,” Jackie objected as she swept in, her hair a wild rat’s nest, wearing pajamas with some questionable wet spots on her shoulder. “Just got her down. Anyone who wakes that baby will be murdered and your body will never be found.” She glared at her husband in warning before turning a tired smile at Shane. “Hi, Shane, it’s so nice to see another adult.”
Shane chuckled at her. “Hi, Jackie. How are you doing?”
Jackie waved her hand dismissively. “I’m sure you don’t want to hear about all that. It’s the same as it always is. They never sleep, I don’t remember the last time I took a shower, and I am sore in places you don’t want to know about.”
Shane squirmed at her disclosure. “Oh, um, sorry to hear about that.”
Jackie laughed at his obvious discomfort and started busying herself pulling together some food. “You hungry? I’m gonna make myself a quick lunch, I could pull together a Shane-friendly version.”
Shane shook his head. “No, I’m good. I ate before I came over.” 
Jackie nodded and busied herself in the kitchen as Shane sipped his beer awkwardly.
There was knocking at the front door. “That should be JJ,” Hayden announced, leaving them to go let him in. 
“Baby’s sleeping, and Jackie has threated anyone who wakes her with murder, so be warned,” they could hear Hayden chat with JJ as they made their way toward the kitchen.
“Capitaine!” JJ greeted excitedly when he spotted Shane standing at the kitchen counter. He pulled him into a bro hug.
“Hey, JJ,” Shane greeted. “Thanks for coming.”
“Dude, do you know how rarely I get a fucking call from Shane Hollander asking to hang out?” JJ asked rhetorically. “Of course I fucking came! So what the hell? Finally got sick of your fortress of solitude?”
“Oh, um, no I actually had something I wanted to tell you all,” Shane said, trying and failing to minimize his fidgeting. He suddenly found the wrapper on his beer bottle fascinating, picking at the edges.
Out of the corner of his eye, he saw his friends exchange looks he wouldn’t know how to begin to interpret. Jackie stopped her cooking, sensing the shift of the moment. “Shane, what’s going on?” she asked, her voice gentle.
Shane glanced up at Jackie, latching onto her kind and inviting expression like an anchor. Shane was mostly sure Hayden and JJ would be cool with what he was about to say, but he was absolutely sure that Jackie would be 100% supportive and keep her husband in line and likely JJ too. Shane took a deep pull of the beer, eager for some liquid courage.
His eyes dropped down to his sweating beer bottle. “There’s an article that’s going to be released soon. There’s going to be some stuff in it… about me. I, um, I wanted you to hear it from me first.”
“Dude, what stuff?” Hayden asked. “You’re kind of freaking me out.”
Shane took another sip from his beer and spoke to the space right above Hayden’s right shoulder, unable to make eye contact. “I’m gay.”
“Oh, cool,” Hayden said.
Shane couldn’t help the laugh that escaped. “Cool?”
Hayden shrugged. “I don’t know man, congrats? I don’t know, what am I supposed to say?”
“You’re supposed to say, ‘Thank you for telling me and I love and support you,’” Jackie offered sagely. 
“Oh, yeah, that, what she said,” Hayden said.
Shane laughed and shook his head. He spared a glance at JJ who gave him a grin and an approving nod in response. “Capitaine, tu es mon meilleur ami ; cela ne change rien, si ce n'est que je m'attends désormais à ce qu'on aille ensemble dans des bars gays.” (Captain, you are my best friend, this changes nothing except that I now expect to go to gay bars together.)
Shane laughed and shook his head. He felt a weight lift off his chest. “Oh, thank god,” he breathed out in relief, leaning forward to rest his head on the cold counter.
“Oh, honey,” Jackie said soothingly, reaching over to gently rub his back. “You’re okay. We’ve got you.”
“I know,” Shane mumbled into the marble, accepting the comforting touch Jackie offered. “It’s still a relief.”
“Hey, Hayd, grab me one of those beers,” JJ requested, sliding into the barstool next to Shane. 
Shane stood back up, sparing a grateful look to Jackie. “Thanks, Jackie.”
She gave him a reassuring squeeze on his shoulder before releasing him. “Of course.”
“Wait, you said there’s going to be an article,” Hayden said as he handed JJ a beer. “Are you about to come out? Like publicly?”
Shane took another drag of his beer. “Yeah.”
“Holy shit,” Hayden breathed.
“Yeah, holy shit,” Shane agreed.
“That’s a really big deal, Shane,” Jackie said.
Shane scoffed. “I know. Believe me, I know.”
“Why now?” Hayden asked.
Shane shook his head. “I hadn’t planned on it. But it kind of slipped out during an interview my mom set up for me with GQ. And once I said it, I didn’t want to take it back.”
“Putain,” JJ breathed.
“Yeah, fuck is right,” Shane agreed. “I’m fucking crazy right? This is fucking crazy, to do this, right?”
“Oh, honey, there’s nothing crazy about deciding to tell your truth,” Jackie reassured.
“It is in the NHL!” Shane protested.
“But that’s changing, right? I mean look at Scott Hunter,” Hayden offered.
Shane didn’t have retort to that so he just took another swing of his beer, trying to drown out the resurfacing anxiety. “I’m worried about our locker room,” he admitted.
Hayden and JJ exchanged a worried look. The silence that stretched was answer enough. His friends wouldn’t even try to convince him that it would go fine with the team.
“Fuck,” Shane cursed, dropping his head back onto the cold marble.
“Hey, it’s going to be fine,” Hayden tried, way too late and it lacked the conviction needed to convince either of them.
“Hayden, it’s going to be a fucking disaster,” Shane grumbled against the countertop.
“Okay, it might be, but you won’t be alone. You’ll have me and JJ. I’m also pretty sure Andropov has a gay brother, he’ll be cool.”
Shane scoffed, “Great, three out of twenty. I really don’t like my fucking odds.”
“And the rookies adore you!” JJ jumped in.
Shane shook his head from side to side against the cold counter.
“Listen, we’ve got your back in there. No matter what happens,” Hayden promised. “Right, JJ?”
“That’s right, capitaine,” JJ quickly agreed. “Anyone who tries anything or say anything is going to have to deal with us.”
Shane felt brave enough to sit upright again and look at his friends. “Thanks.”
“Of course, man,” Hayden said, clapping a hand on Shane’s shoulder. 
“I guess that explains how you ended up fumbling Rose Landry,” JJ said, taking a swig of his beer.
Shane laughed. “Yeah, I gay fumbled that pretty hard.”
Hayden and JJ burst out laughing loud enough for Jackie to cut them a sharp glare before cutting out, “Sleeping baby!” in a harsh tone.
Hayden and JJ had the decency to look sheepish.
Hayden’s head whip to look at Shane. “Wait! Boston Lily!”
Shane couldn’t help the smile that overtook his face. “...is my boyfriend.”
Hayden’s eyebrows disappeared into his hairline. “Holy shit.”
“Capitaine!” JJ said proudly, clapping a hand on Shane’s shoulder, giving him a jovial shake. 
“Oh my god, you have to tell us about him!” Hayden insisted. “What’s his real name? I’m assuming Lily is, like, a code name or something?”
“Yeah, Lily is a code name. I’m Jane in his phone.”
“Well?” Hayden said, expectantly.
Shane shook his head. “I can’t tell you. Not yet.”
“What?! What do you mean you can’t tell us?” his tone incredulous.
Shane shook his head. “It’s not safe for him to be out.”
That sobered Hayden real fast. “What kind of not safe?”
“The kind where passports get revoked and people get sent to prison or killed.”
“Holy shit,” Hayden breathed.
“Yeah, holy shit,” Shane agreed. “My parents now know. They’re going to be helping us. We’re trying to figure out what the best course will be for making it safe for him. We decided it's safe enough to let people know that I have a boyfriend, but until he has more protections in place, we are keeping his identity secret. Only the people who need to know will know who he is. I hope you don't take offense to me not telling you who he is yet. I just.... I can't risk him.”
“Oh, Shane,” Jackie said sympathetically. “That’s so heavy. Of course we are curious to know who you have in your life, but we understand. I’m so sorry you’ve been dealing with all this alone.”
Shane’s eyes pooled with moisture, but he clenched his jaw to keep the tears from falling. “Thanks, Jackie.”
She reached across the counter and gave his hand a loving squeeze.
At that moment a sharp wail pierced the air. Jackie sighed, looking forlornly at her half-made sandwich.
Shane chuckled. “I’ll get her, you eat your lunch.”
“Really? You don’t have to,” Jackie said.
Shane shook his head, setting his half-finished beer in front of Hayden to finish. “It’s no problem. Uncle Shane needs to meet his newest niece, right?”
Jackie smiled gratefully at him as he went to distract himself with children.






      

  












      Chapter 4: Mr. Hunter
  








  Shane turned and retraced the same seven steps back to the other edge of the living room. Ilya’s eyes followed him silently as he paced anxiously. He lifted his phone and unlocked it before locking it again, shoving it again in his pocket and taking another lap.
Finally Ilya sprung up from his spot on the couch. “You will wear hole in your pretty floor,” Ilya cautioned, stopping Shane’s momentum by placing himself in his path, gently clasping his boyfriend's shoulders in his hands.
“What if he doesn’t want to talk to me?” Shane spiralled. “I fought him on the ice and never apologized. He’s also probably being bombarded by lots of calls and media requests and–”
“Shane,” Ilya interrupted. “Is dinosaur, he is too old to be holding grudges, he already forgot about your cute little angry kitten fight, I am sure. Just call.”
Shane nodded dutifully and pulled out his phone. He didn’t let himself hesitate as he pulled up the contact and pressed dial. Ilya rubbed his arm in a soothing gesture while Shane raised the phone to his ear to listen to it ring.
He was expecting to be sent to voicemail, so he was surprised to hear the call click through.
“Hollander?”
“Um, hi, Mr. Hunter,” Shane sputtered. At Ilya’s humorous expression as he mouthed ‘Mr. Hunter’, Shane quickly corrected, “Um, sorry, Hunter, hi, it’s Shane Hollander.”
Shane turned away from Ilya, feeling self-conscious enough without his boyfriend silently laughing at him.
“Yeah, I know it’s you, Hollander, that’s why I answered with Hollander. You’re saved in my phone.”
“Oh, right.”
A long awkward silence stretched out. “So, did you need someth–”
“I’m coming out,” Shane blurted out, cutting Scott off. 
A brief pause, then, “Oh.” Shane waited. “Shit, that’s, okay, hang on, let me sit down.”
Shane couldn’t help the huff of laughter that escaped.
“Okay,” Scott said. “Um, first of all, thank you for telling me.”
“You’re welcome?” Shane offered awkwardly.
Scott laughed. “I know, sorry. I’m still getting the hang of this.”
“Being gay?” Shane asked genuinely, making Scott laugh.
“Being the one people tell this to? Being, I don’t know, an elder queer or something.”
"I mean, you are like a million years old, so..." Shane couldn't help the involuntary chirp. He caught Ilya's grin of approval out of the corner of his eye.
"Watch it, Rook," Hunter warned, but his tone was light.
“So, um, is this happening a lot? People coming out to you?” Shane asked. Are there others? Is it not just us?
“Some,” Scott said simply. “Obviously I won’t tell you who. But no one who was planning to come out.”
Shane sighed. “I didn’t plan on it.”
“What happened?” Scott asked, a note of concern and maybe protectiveness coloring his tone.
“I accidentally came out in a sit-down interview with GQ my mom set up for me.”
“Fuck,” Scott said.
“Yeah,” Shane agreed. “And I could have stopped it from running, but like for some reason, I can't? Like I finally realized how exhausting it is to hide. And I’m still scared, but the idea of going back in the closet sounds worse, you know?”
“I do, I really do,” Scott told him.
“I just….” Shane sighed. “How bad is it? Being out?”
Scott made a contemplative sound. “Mixed, I guess. There’s definitely haters, mostly online, which is annoying but easy to deal with when you have social media managers. There’s also a lot of support too. My phone rang non-stop for the first two weeks, now I have it set where only people saved as contacts can get through, which is how I was able to get your call. Crowell is a passive aggressive two-faced mother-fucker, who will tote you out as an inclusivity icon but behind closed doors he will try to pressure you to tone down the gay shit. It’s off season, so I don’t really know how the locker room and ice is going to be, but so far team chat has been supportive, so I think I lucked out in that regard.”
Shane sighed heavily. “I’m worried about my team.”
Scott swore. “How bad?”
Shane shrugged, which didn’t translate on a phone call, so he said, “I don’t know. Lots of ‘faggot’s and ‘gay’ thrown around as trash talk? Coach calls anyone who complains a ‘pansy’.”
“Fuck, that’s not good,” Scott worried out loud.
“I’m crazy, right? This is a terrible idea?” Shane asked, his voice wobbling.
“I don’t know, maybe, but so is choking on your own secrets for the rest of your career,” Scott countered.
Shane couldn’t help the sob that bubbled up.
Scott didn’t say anything, just let Shane cry on the phone to him. Finally Shane sniffed and croaked out, “That was my plan. To wait until I retired. To hide and lie. Fuck, why can’t I just do that? That was the plan. It was a good plan.”
Scott gave a humorless laugh. “Hey, it was my plan too. But I made the dumb mistake of falling in love.”
Shane gave a wet laugh. “Fuck, why are we so dumb?”
Scott chuckled. “I don’t know, kid. Love makes us kind of dumb, huh?”
Shane glanced over at Ilya who was hovering, watching him with that little crease between his eyebrows when he was slightly worried about him. “Yeah, it does.”
“You have someone, then?” Scott asked.
Not taking his eyes off Ilya, Shane smiled and told Scott, his voice thick with emotions, “Yeah, I do.” 
“Good for you,” Scott said. “I’d love to meet him.”
Shane pinched his lips together to keep himself from laughing. You’ve already met him and you fucking hate him. “Maybe someday.”
“Listen, Shane,” Scott said. “I get that this is really scary, what you are about to do, but it’s also worth it to be honest. I’m behind you fully. If you need anything, anything at all, you call me, okay? And you’ll reach out when you are in New York, okay? We’ll meet up. You’re not alone in this.”
“Thanks, Scott, I will,” Shane choked out before he hung up.






      

  












      Chapter 5: The Metros Do In Fact Suck
  



    Chapter Notes

      Trigger warning: Use of homophobic language and bullying. We knew it was coming, but still... take care of yourselves 🫶 Summary at the end for those who need to skip this one.

Be sure to scroll the text messages.


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Shane squirms in the arm chair, avoiding the gazes of his coach and general manager. Farah straightened in the chair next to him. His mother put a comforting hand on his arm from where she sat on his other side. 
“Thank you for meeting with us on such short notice,” Farah addressed Coach Theriault and the general manager, Bouchard.
“Of course,” Bouchard said.
“We wanted to inform you that Shane gave an interview which will be released sometime next week in which he comes out as gay,” Farah said. Shane swallowed and looked down at his hands, embarrassed. He didn’t want to see their reactions. He was grateful for Farah for saying the words for him.
“First of all, thank you for coming to us before this goes public,” Bouchard said. He didn’t sound angry. Shane relaxed a little. “We’re glad you trusted us.” Shane let out a breath he didn’t even realize he was holding. There was a small pause before Bouchard asked, “Is there still time to stop the article?”
Shane looked up finally at his manager. “What?” Shane asked.
“Delay it,” Bouchard added. “Training camp starts in six weeks. The media attention will be intense. We are trying to build toward a Cup and this is going to become the story. We’d hate for this to become a distraction.”
Shane felt like a boulder had been dropped onto his stomach.
“A distraction?” Yuna asked, her tone sharp.
Bouchard had the decency to look embarrassed. “Some of our corporate partners are… more traditional. We have to think about families bringing their kids to games.”
Shane looked between his coach and his general manager, the sinking feeling in his gut deepening. He felt like he was going to be sick.
“We are not going to delay the article,” Farah informed Bouchard firmly. “We are here merely to give you a courtesy heads up so you can be prepared.”
Farah glanced over at Shane and Yuna, which was their signal to stand up. Shane walked out of the office feeling like he had just made some grave error in life. But somehow he was already too far down the path to retrace his steps.

M


Metros group chat



Today at 9:07 AM


 Shane 

Hey everyone. I wanted to give you all a heads up, an article is going to be coming out in a week. You’re gonna find some stuff out about me. I hope everyone can be supportive.

❤️2



 Berkes 

Kinda vague, cap



Care to elaborate?



 Hayden 

We support you, no matter what



Right everyone?



 JJ 

Oui



Everyone is going to be REAL COOL about what you find out



or else 👊



 Wilson 

Dude, wtf



I just woke up



It’s way too early for whatever the fuck this is



 Shane 

You’re all about to find out anyway. But I wanted you to hear it from me. I’m gay. I have a boyfriend.

😲7 ❤️2 😡2



 Olson 

Whoa



Hang on



I need 1-3 business days to process that



 Andropov 

I support ya, cap 🌈

❤️3



 Shane 

Thanks, Andropov



 Hayden 

Dude, WTF with those reactions Comeau and Drapeau



 Comeau 

Oh, was I not clear?



😡



It’s fucked up



I didn’t sign up to play with a fucking faggot



 Shane 

Um, you kind of did



 Comeau 

Dude, not cool



I showered with you



 Shane 

Yeah, wasn’t interested then. Not interested now.



In case you missed it. I have a boyfriend.



 Drapeaue 

I always knew you were a fucking fairy



 Hayden 

Okay, this is NOT the right way to handle this, guys.



 Comeau 

Fuck off Pike



Not all of us want to suck our bestie’s dick



 Hayden 

Dude, what the fuck!?



 Comeau 

Right?



Disgusting thought right?



 Hayden 

What is disgusting is what an awful person you are



 Stedlund 

Whoa, what’s going on?



I just woke up



 Drapeaue 

Hollander’s a fairy, keep up



 JJ 

Dude, not fucking cool.



I’m taking notes, so far two people are getting a punch to the face. Be warned before anyone else feels like being a dick about this



 Gagnon 

Not to risk your tiny little fists, JJ, but I’m with Comaeu and Drapeaue.



This is so not cool.



 Stedlund 

Wow



Okay, this is a lot before I’ve even had my coffee



 Beaulier 

Wait, what was the whole Rose Landry thing about then?



 Shane 

I go into it more in the article, but Rose helped me accept that I was gay.

😂5



 Berkes 

Okay, not to be that guy, but any chance you could just… try not to be gay?

👍6



 Hayden 

Dude, that’s not how that fucking works



 Beaulier 

So, like you lied to us?



That’s fucked up



I don’t know how I feel about this



I don’t know how I feel about you

👍12



 Shane 

I’m sorry I didn’t tell you

😡9



Fuck. I don’t know what else to say



 Hayden 

Guys, Shane is our captain. He’s doing a pretty scary thing coming out. The least we can do is support him.

👎12



 Comeau 

Pass



 Drapeau 

Pass



 Gagnon 

Pass



 JJ 

You all are being fucking assholes right now



 Drapeau 

I think Hollander here is the asshole. One big cock hungry asshole

😂4



 Gagnon 

I think Holly needs to start watching out on the ice because I sure as fuck am not watching his back out there.

👍6



 Shane 

  Shane Hollander has left the chat  





Shane lowered the phone with trembling hands. His whole body was shaking.
“Shane?” Ilya asked in sudden concern.
Ilya tried to bob his head to catch Shane’s eye. Overwhelmed, Shane covered his face in his hands and sobbed into them.
“Hey, shhh,” Ilya soothed, pulling him immediately into his chest. 
“I can’t,” Shane gasped between sobs. “They won’t– I don’t know how to– They all– I knew that– It was–”
“Hey, okay, no words now, just calm first,” Ilya said, rubbing soothing hands up and down Shane’s shoulder. “We breathe first, then talk.”
“I can’t,” Shane gasped.
“Yes, you can,” Ilya reassured. “You can breathe. Like me. In… Out… Good. Again? In… And out… Can you do one more? In… Out…”
Shane finally stilled in Ilya’s arms, his breathing evened out.
“What did team say? Is bad?” Ilya asked.
Shane just nodded against Ilya’s chest. His boyfriend responded by tightening his arms around him. 
Shane pulled back to finally look Ilya in the eye as he declared his worst case scenario out loud. “I think I have to trade teams.”
Ilya’s face fell in sympathy. “No,” his voice thick with denial.
Shane shook his head. “I always knew. On some level, I always knew it would be like this if they ever found out.”
“We stop article then,” Ilya bargained.
Shane shook his head again. “It won’t make any difference at this point.”
“Would management…” he asked.
Shane shook his head. “Coach is just as bad.”
Ilya pinched his lips together. 
“I do not want you to lose your team for me,” Ilya said, his voice strained.
“I’m not losing my team for you. I’m losing them for me. Or they are losing me. I don’t know. I… I don’t know how to explain it. I… I can’t go back in the closet after I cracked the door open. I was suffocating in there. And being in that locker room, hearing them talk like that all these years, it was killing me. Ilya, it was killing me. Now the only difference is that they know they are killing me with their words and are still doing it anyway.”
“They were cruel?” Ilya asked, his voice laced with danger.
Shane leaned over to grab his phone, unlocking it and scrolling up before handing it over so Ilya could read the chat messages. Shane couldn’t bring himself to reread the cruel words of his teammates. Instead he watched his boyfriend’s face transform from a confused wrinkle in his brow to a clenching of his jaw. By the time he had gotten to the bottom, his whole face was contorted with barely contained rage. His breaths came out in short, sharp exhales. If he was a cartoon, he would have been exhaling smoke.
Ilya locked the screen and looked at Shane with hard eyes. “We will find you new team. We will make new plan.”
Shane’s eyes brimmed with tears and nodded. He held out his hand for his phone, which Ilya handed over.
“Your mom? Or agent?” Ilya asked.
“Scott Hunter,” Shane said, already typing furiously.
“How will dinosaur help?”
“I need to know where’s safe to go first. Then we bring in my mom and Farah.”

S


Scott Hunter



Today at 9:53 AM


 Shane Hollander 

I just came out in the team chat.



I wanted to give them a heads up before the article came out. Let them hear it from me



It went bad



 Scott Hunter 

Define bad



 Shane Hollander 

At least three are being actively bad about it.



A lot of people are shocked or confused. But a lot of them are also mad. It seems like most of them are not going to support me. A bunch said they won't protect me on the ice anymore.



Hayden and JJ are trying to defend me. Andropov’s the only one who explicitly said he supports me.



It turned into a whole fight



It kind of got out of hand pretty fast



I just left the chat



I didn’t know what else to do



I’m trying not to freak out



 Scott Hunter 

Shit



I’m sorry



Are you sure you still want to go through with the article?



 Shane Hollander 

It won’t make a difference at this point. Team knows. Management knows. They hate me. I can’t take it back. I can’t go back to them not knowing.



 Scott Hunter 

Maybe the article will be good then. Put public pressure on them to be supportive. That’s essentially what happened to me. Public support after kissing Kip on ice is one of the main reasons the league is still tolerating me.



 Shane Hollander 

I doubt it.



Forced tolerance isn't going to be enough to make that locker room feel safe



 Scott Hunter 

Shit



 Shane Hollander 

If I'm honest, it never felt safe



That’s why I never planned to come out



 Scott Hunter 

Fuck



 Shane Hollander 

I was wondering…



A lot of people reached out after you came out



Like from a lot of teams, I bet



Did you get a sense of which teams seem more supportive?



 Scott Hunter 

Holy shit



Are you thinking about trading?



 Shane Hollander 

I am now



I have three more years on my contract, but I could wave my no-trade clause. I think they might be willing to let me go. When I met with management, they were concerned about me coming out being a “distraction” and something about “family values.”



Plus, I’m not sure if I want to stay if it’s going to be bad with the team



And from how that chat just went…



It’s not going to be good.



 Scott Hunter 

Shit. Okay.



Let me ask around. I’ll be discrete about it. But I don’t want to send you in the direction of a team that will be equally bad or worse.



 Shane Hollander 

Thank you.



 Scott Hunter 

Of course. I’ll get back to you in a bit with what I find out.



Today at 3:12 PM


 Scott Hunter 

Definitely avoid Toronto, Florida, Tampa Bay, Buffalo, Dallas, New Jersey, Washington, Chicago, and Phoenix.



Boston, New York, Brooklyn, Ottawa, Philadelphia, Colorado, San Francisco, and LA all seem supportive.



The rest are either a mixed bag or I don’t have enough info.



Of the supportive ones, I think only Ottawa has the cap space. Maybe San Francisco if they are willing to trade their captain, which they might for you.



 Shane Hollander 

Okay



Thank you for this.



 Scott Hunter 

Of course. I meant what I said. Whatever you need, I’m here to support you.



 Shane Hollander 

I really appreciate it



 Scott Hunter 

Keep your head up. There are good teams in this shit league.



And for what it’s worth, I’m proud of you for doing this



 Shane Hollander 

Thanks



 Scott Hunter 

Keep me posted



 Shane Hollander 

I will



Thanks again
 





Shane looked up at Ilya as the messages came in. At this point, they were cuddled on the couch, in a holding pattern waiting for Scott’s reply.
“Ottawa,” Shane said.
Ilya blinked at him. “Okay. You go to Ottawa now.”
Shane shook his head. “No, you were supposed to go to Ottawa. Fuck, I’m fucking up the plan.”
“You first,” Ilya insisted. “We have to get you somewhere safe first. You cannot stay with your team. I do not trust them with you. If Hunter says Ottawa is safer team, then you go there.”
“But what about the plan?” Shane whined.
“We are making new plan. I can still go to Ottawa next year when I am free agent. You will just warm up bench for me.”
Shane worried his lip between his teeth. “I don’t know if they can afford both of us.”
“I will accept twenty dollars and a daily blowjob. There. Easy trade. You can pay my blow job salary, yes?”
Shane rolled his eyes at his boyfriend. 
“They don’t need two centers,” Shane pointed out.
“I can play wing,” Ilya said with a shrug.
Shane blinked at Ilya. “You’d seriously take a pay cut and switch positions to play on the same team as me?”
Ilya stared at Shane for a long earnest moment and told him, “I’d give up everything for you.”
Shane’s eyes welled with tears. “Fuck, Ilya, you can’t just say shit like that.”
Ilya shrugged as if he hadn’t just said the most romantic thing anyone had ever said. “I just did. Only way to shut me up is with cock. Would you like to shut me up?” Ilya was already sliding down Shane’s body.
“Fuck,” Shane breathed as Ilya took him in his mouth.

F


Farah, Yuna, Shane



Today at 3:58 PM


 Shane 

I came out to the team and it went poorly. Can we meet to discuss my options?



 Farah 

I can meet in 15 minutes



  www.meet.google.com/gml_xkdg  



 Shane 

Thanks



 Yuna 

Oh, Shane, I’m so sorry



We’ll figure this out



I’ll be there too

👍1






“Thank you for meeting with us again on such short notice,” Farah said from the seat to Shane’s right.
“Did you change your mind about the article?” Bouchard asked, his tone betraying his hope.
Shane shook his head while Farah answered, “No. The article is still scheduled to run in four days.”
She opened a folder in front of her and slid over two stacks of print outs to Bouchard and Coach Theriault. “Shane came out to his team and received responses of harassment.”
A tense silence filled the room as the two men looked through the printed screenshots of the group chat.
“Okay,” Bouchard said, having reached the final screenshot. “Some of it is unacceptable.”
Shane waits.
“But I think everyone needs a little time,” Bouchard said.
“Time for what?” Shane asked quietly.
“This isn’t something the guys have dealt with before,” Coach Theriault chimed in.
“Neither have I,” Shane said.
The two men didn’t seem to have a decent response to that as they squirmed slightly in their chair.
“Theriault is saying that people need time to adjust,” Bouchard attempted.
“Before or after I have to shower with them?” Shane asked bitterly.
Farah jumped in. “Let’s be very clear about where we are. My client has now reported repeated homophobic conduct within the locker room. You have seen the texts yourselves. If the organization intends to keep Shane Hollander under contract, we’d like to hear your concrete plan for ensuring he has a workplace free from discrimination and harassment.”
Silence. Shane watched the two men shift uncomfortably in their chairs. Finally Bouchard said, “We’ll have conversations.”
“With whom?” Farah asked.
“The team.”
“When?”
“Soon.”
“What disciplinary measures?”
Silence. Bouchard coughed awkwardly.
Farah lets the silence stretch for a long minute before saying, “Respectfully, that’s not a plan.”
Bouchard’s face flushed and his chest inflated with frustration. “Look… we’re trying to avoid blowing up the entire organization.”
Coach Theriault cut Shane a sharp look. “You knew what hockey was when you got into it.” Shane just stared at him. “I’m not saying it’s right. I’m saying this is the culture.”
“You called me a pansy when I complained of stomach cramps after you had us run bag skates,” Shane told him.
Bouchard rubbed his forehead as if this entire conversation was exhausting him. “What is it you’re asking for?”
Farah answers before Shane can. “A safe and supportive workplace.”
There was a long stretch of silence before Bouchard asked, “And if we can’t realistically guarantee that by training camp?
Farah doesn’t blink. “Then we’ll explore other remedies.” Shane doesn’t need to be an expert to hear the unspoken threat of ‘lawsuit’ implicit in her sentence. By the way Bouchard stiffened, he could hear it too.
“If that’s where this is heading,” Bouchard said. “It may be in everyone’s best interests to explore a trade.”
Farah nodded. “I agree. We will be in touch.” She looked over at Shane and Yuna who stood to exit. 
Even though Farah's plan to corner Montreal into offering Shane a trade had worked, he couldn’t help but feel betrayed. No one had asked if he wanted to stay. No one had said they wanted him to stay. No one had offered to fight for him.

That night, Ilya held Shane through his tears over his team. 
"Lyubimy," Ilya murmured into Shane's hair as he held him in his arms. "I am sorry. What can I do to make it better?"
Shane shook his head and sobbed harder into Ilya's chest.
"I can murder team on ice? Make it look like an accident. They strap knives to my feet."
Shane's shoulders shook with laughter through the tears. "Don't murder my team."
"But they deserve it," Ilya argued.
"No one deserves to be murdered," Shane grumbled into Ilya's shirt.
"Mmm, I disagree," Ilya countered. "Anyone who hurts you should not be allowed to get away with it."
Shane popped his head up to look at his boyfriend. "Ilya you can't just offer to murder anyone who bothers me."
"I'm trying to be romantic?"
Shane shook his head and rubbed his face dry. "I'm just hurt and disappointed. No murder is necessary."
"Mmm, okay, no murder, just career ending injuries?"
"Ilya," Shane warned.
Ilya gave Shane an innocent look. Shane shook his head.
"Fine, regular injuries," Ilya compromised.
Shane gave Ilya a long considering look and sighed. "Just don't get in trouble. And leave Hayden, JJ and Andropov alone."
Ilya grinned. "I will get Raiders to help."
Shane sighed. "I don't want to focus on them anymore. Farah seems pretty confident that she can get me a trade to Ottawa. So, can we just... I don't want to dwell on this. The article comes out in four days. And this sucks, but maybe it's going to be for the best? Maybe I'm going to get a better locker room out of this. Plus, if everything goes okay, then we can be on the same team in a year."
Ilya grinned at his boyfriend. "Da, forget about sucky Metros. We think only about Ottawa now, and being very very gay."
Shane couldn't help his smile. "I think I'm aiming for a normal amount of gay."
"Mmm, no, what we do is not normal gay. Here, I will show you," Ilya said, rolling their bodies so he was on top, trailing kisses down Shane's body.





  
    Chapter End Notes

    Chapter summary for those who needed to skip: Shane meets with Metros management who tries to discourage him from releasing the article. Shane comes out to his team over group chat and they are really homophobic and say they won't support Shane or defend him on the ice. Shane realizes he needs to look into trading teams. Shane texts Scott and finds out what teams are safe to go to and narrow it to Ottawa. Shane meets with Metros management again who offer to let him trade teams instead of try to address the homophobia and safety issues.
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Who is Shane Hollander? I admit, when I sat down to interview hockey’s most carefully composed superstar, I thought I already knew the answer to the question. He is one of the NHL's biggest stars and one of it's most prominent Asian players. A once-in-a-generation talent with the highest hockey IQ in the game today. A back-to-back Stanley Cup winner and Olympic gold medalist. In a sport that still celebrates fists as much as finesse, Hollander has some of the lowest fighting numbers of any player of his stature. Fans consistently describe him as polite, generous with his time, almost unfailingly gracious. I knew the facts. I knew the statistics. I knew the reputation. I did not know Shane Hollander. I’m not sure many of us did.
We are in a nondescript hotel suite in downtown Ottawa, a short drive from Shane Hollander’s cottage where he spends his off-season. It is hard to tell if he has had a relaxing summer so far, as he seems to be a well-contained bundle of nerves the minute he walks in. But he is polite and is quick to follow instructions. It is very clear that Hollander is well used to sitting through the less fun parts of being a public figure: hair and makeup, frequent wardrobe changes, standing in front of bright lights, and following minute detail instructions of the photographer. 
I’ve seen all manner of celebrity. Some thrive under attention and love the camera on them. Hollander is not this type. He is the type who silently suffers through fame and attention. Only a trained eye would notice, because he does everything right. He smiles, he poses, he says all the right things. He is a perfectly polished professional, not one to complain about the pressures of fame.

When our photography team packed up, I saw the first moment of Shane Hollander let down his guard. It was a quiet moment while equipment was being packed up around us. He leaned against a wall and smiled down into his phone, texting someone in the few minutes he got to himself. This was my first glimpse into the real Shane Hollander, the one who waits until no one is looking to let down his guard and make a connection with someone who knows him well enough to make him smile.
Once it is just us, Shane lets out a heavy sigh once he finally has a chance to sit down. When I ask if he ever gets used to all the media, he gives me a shrug and says, “It’s part of the job. You get used to it. Of course, if it were up to me, I’d just play hockey and call it there. But as my mom always stressed, there’s a lot of kids out there who look up to me. I try to do my part, I guess, to be that beacon of hope.”
This led us to discuss the pressure of being an Asian hockey player in the NHL. About dealing with those who doubt his right to play at the highest level of hockey, which he tries to meet with exceeding performance that erases any doubts.
While not unheard of, Hollander is somewhat unique in that his mother is his manager. While he considers himself very close to his family, he admits that it can be messy at times to have the line blur between family and business. Family dinners frequently devolve into discussing brand deals and commitments. It is hard to complain to your mother about work when she is your manager. Despite this tension, Shane stresses that he is not ungrateful. “I couldn’t have gotten to where I am today without them.”
And he certainly has gotten to impressive career accomplishments. When asked about his most career defining moment, Hollander points to the night of the draft, the night he was drafted to the Montreal Metros. 
It was clearly a good fit for the young player, as he shot to the top of every scoring race. Hollander was the youngest player promoted to captain, the year after his rookie year. It was a good play, as he led the team to back-to-back Stanley Cup wins. 
While Hollander loves being on a winning team and considers his teammates overall great guys, he admits that, just like every team, there are always issues. “Locker room talk,” as Hollander refers to it, “is pretty common all over the league. It’s hard to hear. I speak up when I can, but sometimes it feels like… You have to pick your battles sometimes.”
Hollander is not the first one to speak out on the culture of the locker room, but he is perhaps the first to do so at his level. We often hear from rookies who wash out quickly, whose voices are often dismissed as resentful for not making it in the league. But there have been enough voices that speak up that paint a picture of a culture that passes misogyny, homophobia and bigotry off as jokes and banter. In a league dominated by straight, white men, this is the underbelly of what happens behind closed doors.
When asked about his famous career-long rivalry against Ilya Rozanov, Hollander had this to say: “Rozanov is the best competition a guy like me could have asked for. He has always challenged me, made me want to bring my all to the ice. He’s also the only other player who knows what it’s like to be at the top like we are. So, we’ve talked, become friends. I know it will surprise a lot of people, but we actually have a lot in common. We’ve never hated each other or anything like that. I actually respect the hell out of him. And I am pretty sure it’s mutual.”
Friendships among sports rivals is not unheard of. Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal are a great example. Their rivalry in tennis started fierce, but developed into mutual respect, and now the two are quite close friends. It’s easy to understand. The NHL loves to pair Hollander and Rozanov against each other every opportunity they can, which means the two spend quite a bit of time interacting with each other, performing at a level and dealing with pressure that few others could understand. It can get lonely at the top, so I’m sure many will be relieved to hear that the two players found each other.

When discussing Hollander’s recent on-ice injury, when he had to be carried off the ice on a stretcher, the man discussed that the scariest part wasn’t concern for himself. “[I knew] that something bad had happened and that the people who care about me were watching, and were probably freaking out. For me, I was just worried about them. I was scared that no one was going to reach out, let them know I was okay. I didn’t want them to worry about me.”
This moment speaks to the depth of how much Hollander cares for those whom he loves. When asked about his vision for a future after hockey, he answered, “I mean, I want what everyone wants, right? Get married, settle down, raise children.” 
Of course, I had to ask about Rose Landry, whom Hollander had famously dated earlier in the year before going radio silence on the relationship.
“No, Rose and I weren’t compatible. Rose is great, and honestly, I think she might be one of my closest friends now. She helped me figure out a lot of stuff about myself… some stuff about who I really am, what I’m looking for.”

Of course, I was curious. “And who are you really?”
This is when things turned. Hollander seemed suddenly flustered. His eyes darted wildly around the room, as if he were trying to come up with an answer that he was ready to share. Instead, what happened was Hollander stammering out, as if the words came completely involuntarily: “I'm gay.”
The moment that followed probably lasted no longer than five seconds as Hollander looked at me with a look of utter horror. Then he stood suddenly, excusing himself with an apology, because even when fighting off a panic attack, Shane Hollander was nothing but polite.
Hollander spent the next five minutes locked in the suite’s bathroom. By the muffled sound of speech, he was on the phone with someone. Fleetingly, I wondered if he had called his mother, who would be the right call during an accidental outing.
While Hollander was in the bathroom, I sat with the weight of the accidental disclosure. This was a secret that the man had been carrying for a long time. Until only a few short months ago, there had never been an out player in the NHL. 

When Shane emerged from the bathroom, he eyed me with apprehension. In this moment, I found myself split between a journalist who had just unearthed the truth and a human who had encountered someone’s greatest vulnerability. 
When he sat down, he was visibly uncomfortable, but not in the same way as before. Before he was stiff, controlled, as if carefully performing a part that didn’t quite fit. Now, Shane squirmed in the chair, self-conscious, raw, vulnerable, and scared.
When I asked if he had planned on talking about this today, Shane swallowed and shook his head. “This wasn’t the plan. I was supposed to wait until I retired.” He looked so scared and conflicted.
I took pity on the man and offered to scratch his accidental disclosure from the record. This was when he surprised me. This is when I think he even surprised himself. He shook his head. “I can’t take it back. I’m really fucking scared right now. But I think I might be more exhausted than I am scared… It’s exhausting, lying all the time. I’ve lied for so long. To everyone. To my parents, my friends, my team, the whole world. Mostly lies of omission, but still. I lied to myself for a fucking long time. Rose was… fuck, she was so nice about it. She really helped me stop lying to myself… I was hoping that I would find a woman who I could feel something for, so I could be normal. Get a wife, like I’m supposed to. Someone I can talk about in the locker room and during interviews and not have the whole world flip out.”
When asked what he was most scared of happening once people found out, he talked about his fear of being hated. Of having people turn on him. Of losing sponsorships, of being benched, traded, or fired.
For all that there is to lose, there is one piece of truth that Shane seemed eager to be able to share finally. “I will finally be able to tell people that I have a boyfriend and that it’s very serious.”
So, sorry everyone. Shane Hollander is a taken man.

I sincerely wish that we had a camera rolling so that I could show everyone the expression that crossed this man’s face when I asked what he’d like people to know about his boyfriend. Everything about his tense posture completely melted and he had a smile on his face that could only be appropriately described as ‘love drunk.’ “He’s the best. He is so funny and kind. He’s competitive as fuck, which is perfect because so am I. He always knows how to get me out of my head or help me calm down when I’m freaking out.” When I gestured to the bathroom he had just emerged, Shane gave a sheepish smile and said, “Yeah, like when I accidentally out myself to a journalist.”
I would like my fans to know that, while Shane Hollander’s boyfriend offered to inflict severe bodily harm on this author to help Shane keep his secret, Shane told him not to. So, I am safe… for now.
Another point that was seriously considered was that it was a different league than it was even a year ago. “Scott Hunter just came out, and the league didn’t spontaneously combust.” Shane is of course referencing the infamous on-ice kiss when Scott Hunter pulled his previously secret boyfriend down onto the ice after winning the Stanley Cup for a passionate kiss. “It changed everything… Someone has to be first. I was already representing Asians in the NHL. I couldn’t be the first gay player too.”

When asked about the unique struggles of being a closeted player in the NHL, Hollander described the experience of hearing homophobic slurs in the locker room and worrying what would happen if his teammates knew he was gay. He talked of being on the receiving end of pressure to go to bars and date women. He talked about how he’s had his boyfriend saved in his phone under a feminine pseudonym for nearly a decade because they were so afraid of what would happen if their texts were discovered.
While there are many unknowns of what is to come next for Hollander, he shared, his tone dejected, “Some things won’t [change]. I still won’t be able to be out with my partner… because it isn’t safe for him.”
When I asked him to clarify, Shane paused, weighing his words carefully. “I am very lucky to be Canadian. I may be in one of the most homophobic industries possible, but at the end of the day, even if I lose hockey, I know that I have legal protections that keep me safe. I don’t have to worry about my passport being revoked, or being imprisoned or killed for loving a man. Not everyone is that lucky.”
And suddenly, this is bigger than hockey. This is bigger than navigating a homophobic sport. This is about loving someone when the stakes are literally life or death. It’s something that those of us in Canada and the US forget about, but this is a reality for many LGBTQ+ individuals from many countries. To date, 66 countries criminalize same-sex relationships, with punishments ranging from incarceration to execution.
“I tried really hard to be what everyone wanted me to be. Despite my best efforts, I fell in love with an amazing man. Between hockey and his country, we never thought we could make it work. But love is kind of an unrelenting force. We tried to push each other away, we hurt each other a lot over the years. I’ve run from the fact that I am in love with this man for years. And I’m done running now.”
When I sat down for this interview, I thought I was going to spend an afternoon with the disciplined athlete navigating the racial dynamics of a predominately white sport. Instead, I met a man who had spent years carrying two lives — one public and curated, one private and real — with extraordinary care and who finally became too exhausted to carry the weight of both in separate palms. The bravest thing Shane Hollander did wasn’t telling the truth. It was deciding not to take it back.
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      Thank you GQ for letting me tell my story. I’ve had my reasons for being very private about my personal life. I never intended to talk about this until I retired, but some truths don’t want to be kept secret anymore. So here is my truth: I am gay. I am in love with a man. And I’m done hiding that. You can read the article
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          So proud of you, son! I love you, always. No matter what.
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          ♥️♥️♥️ So proud of you, Shane!
        


          Aug 1
          
            •
          
          
            1,125 likes
          
        



          IlyaRozanov81
        

          The respect is definitely mutual. Proud of you for telling your truth.
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          Aug 1
          
            •
          
          
            198 likes
          
        




[image: Hayden_Pike_35 profile image]


        HaydenPike35
        
          •
        
        Aug 1, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      2,115 likes
      
      
      225 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        JJ_Boiziau, Kolya.Andropov
      
      and others
    


      HaydenPike35
    

      Shane Hollander is my best friend in the whole world and he just did something crazy brave: told his truth. I couldn’t be more proud of you man.
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          Thanks man. I really appreciate your support. It means everything.
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      This man is my Capitaine and best friend! He just happens to have the biggest heart. He did a pretty cool thing recently,  and if anyone has a problem with it, you’re going to have to go through me first! 🤺👊 😵
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          I cannot thank you enough, Rose. I don’t know if I would have figured any of this out without you. You really were the best girlfriend a gay guy could ever ask for.
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      I couldn’t possibly be more proud of the man you’ve become, Shane. I am the luckiest mom in the world. Thank you for letting me into your world. I can’t wait to see your journey continue to unfold.
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          Thanks, Mom! I love you so much.
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      I could not be more proud of Shane Hollander for coming out and speaking his truth. It’s scary stuff, but it’s worth it to live out loud. And that’s TWO gay Stanley Cup winners and Olympic metalists. Don’t let anyone say gay players don’t belong in hockey. Because we are currently dominating the ice. 🌈🏒
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          Thank you for being brave enough to be the first. Thank you for all your support the last couple of weeks.
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          Looks like we have another team to put on in the bar🌈🏒📺
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Hello world!!! Boyfriend here! Shane lost a bet, so I get Instagram control for day. Get ready for hottest man alive. Would you give up your country to wake up to that face every morning? Easy answer for me. Look at the glasses!!! ♥️
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I am going to be spending the whole day right here. Please proceed, Mr. Boyfriend
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Look at this total cutie!!!♥️

Dogs_with_Ashley
Awww, he’s so happy
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Oh, this is the best day ever to be online
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The freckles!!! It is important that everyone knows that Shane has bewitched me with freckles ✨♥️ And glasses! 👓Too hot, right? 🥵
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Oh, this man is down bad
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🥵I love working out together. Shane gets mad because I keep getting distracted and trying to get him back in bed. Can you blame me? 🥵
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Yeah, I think that Boyfriend definitely has the hots for Shane Hollander. We stand with Boyfriend
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He’s so hot, right? I will point out freckles again. 🥵
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❤️
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It must have hurt when you fell from heaven. I will kiss it better. ❤️❤️❤️
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Damn, this man is IN LOVE
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Aug 8  •   274 likes 


Hollander_fanclub
Mmm, yes please

Aug 8  •   742 likes 





[image: ShaneHollanderOfficial profile image]

ShaneHollanderOfficial  •  Aug 8, 2017


[image: instagram post image]

175,578 likes 1,976 comments

Liked by  Hollander_fanclub, alicefollowswhispers  and others

ShaneHollanderOfficial
Best view ever.

Dogs_with_Ashley
Okay, everyone, is he talking about the view of the lake or of Shane Hollander?

Aug 8  •   574 likes 


Hollander_fanclub
@Dogs_with_Ashley, obviously he’s talking about Hollander.

Aug 8  •   214 likes 


David_Hollander
Looking good, son

Aug 8 •   165 likes 


ShaneHollanderOfficial
Hello Papa Hollander!!!

Aug 8  •   275 likes 


David_Hollander
Hello. Can you let Shane know we want to do dinner tomorrow? He’s not answer his phone.

Aug 8  •   1 likes 


ShaneHollanderOfficial
Ah, is my fault. I stole phone. I will let him know.

Aug 8  •   42 likes 


ShaneHollanderOfficial
Shane says yes. See you tomorrow!

Aug 8 •   3 likes 


David_Hollander
Great! I’ll see you both tomorrow. Have a good night!

Aug 8  •   4 likes 


Hollander_fanclub
So… Boyfriend’s met the parents

Aug 8  •   552 likes 
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ShaneHollanderOfficial  •  Aug 8, 2017


[image: instagram post image]

57,956 likes 522 comments

Liked by  Dogs_with_Ashley, alicefollowswhispers  and others

ShaneHollanderOfficial
He reads boring hockey books. Look! Glasses! How cute is he?

Dogs_with_Ashley
This is actually really sweet.

Aug 8  •   345 likes 


Hollander_fanclub
Shane Hollander reads hockey books in bed. Thank you for this information, I will cherish it forever.

Aug 8 •   165 likes 


HaydenPike35
Ah, yes, the hockey books.

Aug 8  •   165 likes 


ShaneHollanderOfficial
Go away, Pike

Aug 8  •   754 likes 


HaydenPike35
WTF?

Aug 8  •   27 likes 
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ShaneHollanderOfficial  •  Aug 8, 2017


[image: instagram post image]

34,556 likes 342 comments

Liked by  Jackie_Pike_35, alicefollowswhispers  and others

ShaneHollanderOfficial
Okay, Shane says it’s time to say goodnight, internet. Thank you for letting me show off my very sexy boyfriend to you all.

Dogs_with_Ashley
This was the best day I’ve spent online in a long time. My screentime is embarrassing and I have no regrets

Aug 8  •   225 likes 


Hollander_fanclub
Thank you Boyfriend for showing us more of your very sexy boyfriend. I thought I was Shane Hollander’s number 1 fan, but I might have been beat. You are welcome to join our fanclub. You can find a link in my bio.

Aug 8  •   198 likes 


JJ_Boiziau
Hollander, your boyfriend is obsessed with you. This is a very good start to my impression of him

Aug 8  •   47 likes 









  
    Chapter End Notes

    Did you notice continuity errors between pics? No, no you did not. So glad we are all on the same page. I spent enough time on Pinterest, thank you very much. This will be the same for all chapters that follow.

Image Credits: Many of the images in this chapter were sourced from Pinterest, but I have done my best to trace them back to their original sources and credit what I can:

Timid photoshoot: Photography by Henry Wu.
Stills from Hudson Williams's short film, Buttons: Directed by Hudson Williams.
Hudson Williams behind the scenes of Heated Rivalry: Photographed by makeup artist Joan Chell.
Hudson Williams Peloton ad: Directed by Bethany Vargas.
BTS photos of Hudson Williams: Photographed by @hairbyzinkatuminski.
Hudson Williams behind the scenes of Heated Rivalry: Via @jackson.yeung.
Screengrab from Jeff Conway's interview with Christina Chang.


  


      

  












      Chapter 9: Shane's Instagram Day
  



    Chapter Notes

      
        See the end of the chapter for notes
      






  [image: ShaneHollanderOfficial profile image]


        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Aug 15, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      226,142 likes
      
      
      2,457 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Dogs_with_Ashley, JJ_Boiziau
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Aparently, my boyfriend has a lot of fans on here after he took over my account last week. He thinks we should give the people what they want. So, I guess tag along for our day. It’s going to be a special one, I think. Starting off bright and early: Letting my boyfriend sleep in because he thinks 6am is way too early to be awake, much less running.
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          Oh, I am so here for this. I have cancelled all my appointments. Please proceed 😍
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            1,224 likes
          
        



          RoseLandryOfficial
        

          Awww, cutie!!!♥️
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            2,224 likes
          
        



          ShaneHollanderOfiicial
        

          Hi Rose!
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            1,134 likes
          
        



          beth_any_ways
        

          I’m with boyfriend! 6am is too early
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            224 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Aug 15
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      139,755 likes
      
      
      558 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        CindyLiu, queerforfear
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Back from my run. Look who’s still sleeping.
    


          running_in_circles
        

          Lol, that’s exactly how I find my husband everytime I come back from a morning run. He does the same thing, reaching over onto my side of the bed looking for me in his sleep. ❤️
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            779 likes
          
        



          dennise_hockey
        

          OMG, I just woke up and opened the app and get a sneak peak at THE Boyfriend?! I am clearing my calendar.
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            1196 likes
          
        



          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          @dennise_hockey, you and me both.
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            447 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Aug 15, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      45,142 likes
      
      
      652 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Dan_the_man, Ottawa Bean Roastery
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      I finally figured out how to make him coffee he likes: add an ungodly amount of sugar and cream. How did I end up with this guy again?
    


          HaydenPike35
        

          Morning man. Nice to see you more active on here.
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            224 likes
          
        



          ShaneHollanderOfficial
        

          @HaydenPike35 Good morning, Hayden!
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            12 likes
          
        



          The_ish_in_Trish
        

          Ooooo, yeah I’m gonna have to side with Boyfriend. Black coffee is waaaay too bitter. Cream and sugar are the way to go.
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            552 likes
          
        



          coffee_bean_91
        

          @The_ish_in_Trish, no way. You lose all the flavor! You only need to add cream and sugar if you are drinking shit coffee beans or a bad brew.
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            378 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Aug 15
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      551,163 likes
      
      
      2,447 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Dogs_with_Ashley, IceBunny
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      The man is finally awake enough to make us some breakfast.
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          Hot, damn, that is a fine looking specimen.
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            2,114 likes
          
        



          Jackie_Pike_35
        

          Shane, he’s hot!
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            222 likes
          
        



          Shane Hollander Offical
        

          @Jackie_Pike_35, I know, right!
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            352 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
       Aug 15, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      241,562 likes
      
      
      557 comments
    


      Liked by **JJ_Boiziau, Chris_run_fast ** and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      It’s nice weather, so an outdoor workout today.
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          Couples that works out together stays hot together
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            742 likes
          
        



          Dave Anders
        

          What kind of exercises? I need to get into lifting
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            24 likes
          
        



          The_ish_in_Trish
        

          I think that we are in for a treat today. Shane Hollander, from what I can tell so far, your boyfriend is hot.
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            114 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Aug 15, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      139,755 likes
      
      
      558 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Dogs_with_Ashley, SplendidSpoon
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Prepping lunch. Did I mention that he’s actually a pretty good cook?
    


          whitney1124
        

          Mmmm, yes, get you a man who can cook! That’s what my mama always said.
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            114 likes
          
        



          Jackie_Pike_35
        

          Shane, let me know if he wants any Shane-friendly recipes
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            26 likes
          
        



          Shane Hollander Offical
        

          @Jackie_Pike_35, Ooh, yeah, can you send me that artichoke recipe? The one you made last time I came over for dinner?
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            11 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Aug 15, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      157,661 likes
      
      
      1,475 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Dogs_with_Ashley, dennise_hockey
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Going on an adventure. I love this man, but he drives like a maniac.
    


          YunaHollander
        

          You be sure to tell him he’s driving precious cargo and to BE CAREFUL!
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            291 likes
          
        



          The_ish_in_Trish
        

          I cannot get over how fine this man in. Look at that bicep 😍
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            516 likes
          
        



          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          @The_ish_in_Trish, girl, I know, right?
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            442 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Aug 15, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      10,647 likes
      
      
      114 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Alice_In_One_derland, Greg Cambell
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Made it to the trailhead.
    


          Tracy_can_sing
        

          Cute
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            143 likes
          
        



          alicefollowswhispers
        

          I just logged on to the app and am catching up. You two are so adorable
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            24 likes
          
        



          hannah.dr.who
        

          Awww, shaddow selfie. Classic
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            14 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Aug 15, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      251,716 likes
      
      
      2,664 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        alicefollowswhispers, Hollander_fanclub
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Hiking
    


          Hollander_fanclub
        

          OMG, we have eyes on The Boyfriend. I repeat. We have eyes on The Boyfriend (I just logged on, guys, I’m catching up!)
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            574 likes
          
        



          dennise_hockey
        

          Holy shit, this man is so hot. I honestly understand Shane being unable to withstand the hots of this man
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            1,449 likes
          
        



          whitney1124
        

          😍
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            512 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Aug 15, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      595,132 likes
      
      
      3,779 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        YunaHolander, RoseLandryOfficial
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      I had a question I needed to ask him once we got to the top
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          OMG, OMG, OMG!!! It’s happening!!! This is not a drill! I repeat, this is not a drill!!! Shane Hollander is proposing!!!
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            2,574 likes
          
        



          Hollander_fanclub
        

          Everyone stop what you are doing! History is happening!
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            1,449 likes
          
        



          dennise_hockey
        

          What did he say???!!!
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            941 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Aug 15, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      691,457 likes
      
      
      5,741 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        David_Hollander, HaydenPike35
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      He said yes! (after crying for like five minutes straight)

—
    


          YunaHollander
        

          Congratulations, Shane! I’m so happy for you both.
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            1,974 likes
          
        



          RoseLandryOfficial
        

          🎉🎉🎉Congratulations Shane!!! I’m so freakin’ happy for you!!! 🎉🎉🎉
        


          Aug 15
          
            •
          
          
            2,291 likes
          
        



          JJ_Boiziau
        

          🎉 Félicitations !!! Tu mérites tout le bonheur du monde.
        


          47min
          
            •
          
          
            865 likes
          
        



          Scott_Hunter_Official
        

          Congratulations!!! Many blessings for you both.
        


          34min
          
            •
          
          
            224 likes
          
        









  
    Chapter End Notes

    As a reminder: Did you notice continuity errors? No, no you did not. Again, so glad we're all on the same page on this.
Is it maybe a bit risky to post soft-launch style photos of Ilya? Maybe. But I couldn't help myself. And neither could Shane, it seems. I felt like he picked a good day to do it. 😁


  


      

  












      Chapter 10: Svetlana
  



    Chapter Notes

      
        See the end of the chapter for notes
      






  S


Svetlana



Today at 12:47 PM


 Ilya 

So…



[image: ]

I’m kind of engaged now

 





 
There was a two second delay between Ilya pressing send and his phone vibrating in his hand. 
Ilya was still laughing, joy bubbling up as he answered, putting it on speaker phone.
“Илюшка, что значит «помолвлен»? Это Джейн? Почему ты не сказал, что всё так серьёзно? Погоди... ты что, женишься на мужчине? Ладно, что-нибудь придумаем. В Россию тебе ведь всё равно нельзя. Впрочем, ты и сам это знаешь. Если только... Пожалуйста, скажи, что это Джейн. Только не говори, что ты обрюхатил какую-нибудь несчастную женщину. Я слишком молода, чтобы быть тётей. Дети — это не моё. Они такие шумные, вечно всё пачкают, и...” (Ilyushka, what do you mean, "engaged"? Is it Jane? Why didn't you say things were so serious? Wait, are you marrying a man? All right, we’ll figure something out. You can’t go back to Russia, after all. But then again, you already know that. Unless... Please tell me it’s Jane. Just don’t tell me you’ve gotten some poor woman pregnant. I’m too young to be an auntie. Kids aren't for me. They’re so noisy, they’re always making a mess, and...)
Ilya just laughed as his best friend spiraled in Russian, filling the cottage with her loving tirade. Shane’s shoulders started shaking with silent laughter next to him.
Ilya, still grinning and laughing, pressed the button to switch the call to video, holding it up to capture him and Shane, holding up his right hand to show off his ring. 
Svetlana came to an abrupt stop in the middle of her tirade, her jaw dropping as soon as she saw Shane Hollander grinning next to Ilya.
“Hello, Svetlana,” Shane said, waving at the camera. “I’ve heard a lot about you. It’s nice to finally meet you!”
Svetlana’s mouth opened and closed several times before she blurted out. “Shane Hollander!”
Shane chuckled. “Um, yeah.”
Svetlana’s eyes cut sharply to Ilya. “You are marrying Shane Hollander!?”
Ilya’s eyes filled with happy tears as he nodded.
Svetlana’s eyes cut back to Shane, who seemed to be the more composed one. “You are Jane?”
Shane nodded. “I am Jane. Ilya is my Lily.”
Svetlana blinked. “You… the article. The Instagram posts. Ilyushka, that was you,” her eyes cut back to Ilya.
Ilya nodded, crying fully now, somehow incapable of offering anything useful to the conversation, both Russian and English seeming to escape him.
Shane pressed his foot into Ilya’s, their special language with each other. Ilya nodded, giving Shane control of the conversation.
“I love Ilya very much,” Shane told Svetlana. “And I know that you love him too, in your own way. I know you would have married him so he’d be safe. I hope you don’t mind… I called dibs.” 
Svetlana threw her head back and laughed at Shane’s slight smirk at having beat her to marrying Ilya. Ilya let out a surprised laugh at Shane’s audacity.
“Is everything a competition for you?” Ilya teased his fiance.
Shane grinned at Ilya and nudged him in the ribs. “You love it.”
Ilya looked at Shane with a love sick expression. “Da, I do.”
“Awww,” Svetlana cooed at them. “Shane Hollander, I am happy that you make my Ilyushka happy and you are making sure he will be safe. It is all I want for him. Also, I approve of this match. Ilyushka, you pick the best NHL hockey player. I am very impressed.”
Ilya scoffed. “You mean second best!”
Svetlana smirked and shook her head. “No, I mean best,” she said with a wink in Shane’s direction.
“So,” Svetlana segued. “When is the wedding? Obviously I will be there. I must give my Ilyushka away.”





  
    Chapter End Notes

    Full disclosure, I was planning on leaving Svetlana out of the loop, but then realized she would possibly murder Ilya (and me) for doing so. Also she is pretty much his family, so I did want Ilya to have *somebody* who knew.


  


      

  












      Chapter 11: Yuna's Instagram Day
  








  [image: YunaHollander profile image]


        YunaHollander
        
          •
        
        Aug 22, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      5,446 likes
      
      
      548 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Cindy Hoffman, Hollander_fanclub
      
      and others
    


      YunaHollander
    

      Today’s the big day and this is how I find them. These boys.
    


          JJ_Boiziau
        

          Wait, THE big day???
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            115 likes
          
        



          MichelleConway
        

          Boys will be boys, huh?
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            24 likes
          
        



          Hollander_fanclub
        

          Oooh, following YunaHollander is about to pay off. @dennise_hockey, @Dogs_with_Ashley, @whitney1124, @hannah.dr.who, @alicefollowswhispers, @The_ish_in_Trish assemble!
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            34 likes
          
        





[image: YunaHollander profile image]


        YunaHollander
        
          •
        
        Aug 22, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      48,416 likes
      
      
      641 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Hollander_fanclub, hannah.dr.who
      
      and others
    


      YunaHollander
    

      He’s so good with my boy. That’s all a mom can ask for, right?
    


          hannah.dr.who
        

          Stop it, this is so sweet
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            115 likes
          
        



          Abigail_Frostman
        

          Aww, what a tender moment
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            63 likes
          
        



          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          OMG, stop, they are the actual cutest
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            245 likes
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        YunaHollander
        
          •
        
        Aug 22, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      84,296 likes
      
      
      345 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        RoseLandryOfficial, The_ish_in_Trish
      
      and others
    


      YunaHollander
    

      Gotta look fresh for your big day!
    


          Hollander_fanclub
        

          So… this is actually happening? I’m not dreaming, right?
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            287 likes
          
        



          AmyFrost
        

          Looking good, kid
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            11 likes
          
        



          The_ish_in_Trish
        

          Okay, this reminds me. Can we get a skincare video sometime? This man’s skin is fucking flawless.
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            47 likes
          
        





[image: YunaHollander profile image]


        YunaHollander
        
          •
        
        Aug 22, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      187,934 likes
      
      
      1,812 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        HaydenPike35, Kolya.Andropov
      
      and others
    


      YunaHollander
    

      They insisted on getting ready together.
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          OMG, everyone stay calm! It’s happening! What’s the proceedure? *
          
            Michael Scott freakout
          
          *
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            1,557 likes
          
        



          JJ_Boiziau
        

          Oh, man, is our man getting
          
            married
          
          ?
          
            Today
          
          ?
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            78 likes
          
        



          YunaHollander
        

          @JJ_Boiziau, @HaydenPike35, and everyone else who would want to included. Yes. We will do a bigger ceremony later when we can invite everyone once it’s safe.
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            745 likes
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        YunaHollander
        
          •
        
        Aug 22, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      129,833 likes
      
      
      1,557 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Jackie_Pike_35, Hollander_fanclub
      
      and others
    


      YunaHollander
    

      The face of a man looking at the man he loves. I’m so happy you found someone who makes you so happy.
    


          Hollander_fanclub
        

          Okay, so I am just calmly followling Shane Hollander’s mom’s instagram posts and watching THE Shane Hollander get ready to get married. Cool.
          
            cool, cool, cool, I am totally being cool right now
          
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            1,977 likes
          
        



          RoseLandryOfficial
        

          Shane, you look amazing!!! I hope you have the best wedding!!!
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            2,574 likes
          
        



          HaydenPike35
        

          Oh, shit, it’s happening!!!
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            745 likes
          
        





[image: YunaHollander profile image]


        YunaHollander
        
          •
        
        Aug 22, 2017
      



      
    


      247,554 likes
      
      
      3,884 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        HaydenPike35, RoseLandryOfficial
      
      and others
    


      YunaHollander
    

      My son got married today!!! It was a small intimate ceremony. With just me, David, my son-in-law's best friend, and a judge at Shane’s Cottage. I’m not sure who’s crying more, David or my son-in-law.
    


          HaydenPike35
        

          OMG, you got
          
            married
          
          🍾🎉🥳
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            874 likes
          
        



          RoseLandryOfficial
        

          Congratulations, Shane!!!
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            2,114 likes
          
        



          JJ_Boiziau
        

          Félicitations!!!
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            745 likes
          
        





[image: YunaHollander profile image]


        YunaHollander
        
          •
        
        Aug 22, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      294,421 likes
      
      
      3,512 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Dogs_with_Ashley, Kolya.Andropov
      
      and others
    


      YunaHollander
    

      One day, I’ll be able to show the full picture, these two men are BEAMING
    


          Kolya.Andropov
        

          Congrats, Cap!
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            247 likes
          
        



          alicefollowswhispers
        

          OMG, they got married!!!
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            578 likes
          
        



          dennise_hockey
        

          I can’t believe I’m witnessing history on YunaHollander’s instagram account
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            365 likes
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        YunaHollander
        
          •
        
        Aug 22, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      129,943 likes
      
      
      897 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Dogs_with_Ashley, JJ_Boiziau
      
      and others
    


      YunaHollander
    

      How we left the happy couple
    


          Hollander_fanclub
        

          Thank you Mrs. Hollander for letting us have a look into Shane’s special day!
        


          Aug 22
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          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          I have never been more grateful to be chronically online. Many blessings to the happy couple!!!
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          Jackie_Pike_35
        

          So happy for you, Shane! I can’t wait to meet your husband!
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      Chapter 12: Immigration
  








  [image: ShaneHollanderOfficial profile image]


        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Aug 24, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      94,661 likes
      
      
      1,762 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        YunaHollander, Hollander_fanclub
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Late night prep for tomorrow’s appointment. I’ve been learning a lot about immigration procedures in the last few weeks. Thankfully, we have a great immigration lawyer. Shout out @ChrissyMillerLaw
    


          YunaHollander
        

          Don’t forget to get some sleep too! Call me if you have any issues
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          Hollander_fanclub
        

          Oh, the timeline makes way more sense now. Of course it makes sense to get married so you could start spousal sponsorship so it would be safe for him to come out. Also you two are very clearly in love. But safety is important!
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          Jackie_Pike_35
        

          ❤️ So much love to you both as you navigate this (even though I still haven’t met your
          
            husband
          
          ). Good luck tomorrow!
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      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Let’s get you a safer country, my love. Thank you @ChrissyMillerLaw for helping us navigate all this!
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          Why is a photo of a government building making me so emotional? 😭
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          Deborah_Patel
        

          Wow. Bringing back memories. I remember our own journey of spousal sponsorship. It is a slog, but oh so worth it!
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          dennise_hockey
        

          Get you a man who will marry you for immigration purposes (and love)
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          alicefollowswhispers
        

          Wait, does this mean we are about to get a husband reveal???
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          Deborah_Patel
        

          @alicefollowswhispers, it’s not a fast process. I imagine they’d want to wait until his husband at least has gotten Permanent Resident status (maybe a year, give or take depending on factors) or until he has a Canadian passport (~3 years). I’m sure their lawyer is advising them on when will be safe for his husband to come out, but we should be prepared to wait at least a year before the big reveal.
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      Chapter 13: Ottawa Negotiations
  








  Shane parked next to his mother’s car in the staff parking lot of the Canadian Tire Stadium. He turned off the engine and stared at the clock on the dashboard, counting down the minutes until it was time to go in.
“What if they don’t want me?” Shane voiced out loud.
Ilya whipped his head to stare at his husband incredulously. “Did you forget that you are Shane Hollander, number two player in all NHL?”
“Fuck you,” Shane said, with no heat.
“They will want you,” Ilya reassured, reaching out to grasp Shane’s hand in his.
“Montreal doesn’t want me anymore,” Shane said in a small voice.
“Montreal is dumb team.”
“That’s my team, asshole,” Shane muttered, more out of habit than loyalty.
“Your team is dumb and will hopefully not be your team much longer.”
At the sound of the door opening and closing of his mother’s car, Shane turned and leaned over to kiss Ilya across the center console. “Keep your phone on you.”
Ilya pressed his palm to the back of Shane’s neck with a grounding pressure. “They will want you.”
Shane nodded, choosing to believe his husband’s certainty over his own insecurity. 
“Remember, you are THE Shane Hollander. You win Olympic medals for your country and many Stanley Cups. You are best hockey player I have ever played against.”
Shane pulled back and looked into Ilya’s eyes. 
“Only player they will want more than you is me,” Ilya added with a cocky grin.
“Oh, you are such an asshole,” Shane said, giving Ilya a slight shove, grinning, his competitive streak waking up, just like Ilya had intended.
A soft knock sounded at Shane’s windshield. Shane leaned over and gave Ilya a quick kiss before opening his door to greet his mother. “Hi Mom.”
“Hi, sweetie,” Yuna greeted before bending down slightly to greet Ilya. “Hi, Ilya!”
“Hello Yuna!” Ilya greeted from his seat.
Yuna addressed Shane. “Ready?”
Shane nodded and followed his mother to the door where Farah was waiting for them. Together, the three of them made their way through the maze of corridors until they made it to the section of offices and found the right one. Three men stood as soon as they entered.
A round of enthusiastic handshakes went around as Shane greeted the Ottawa head coach, general manager, and owner.
Shane accepted the bottle of water offered and took his seat.
“Thank you for taking the time to meet with us,” Farah opened.
“Of course,” Andrew Johnson, the general manager, said.
“I’ll be direct,” Farah said in a crisp tone. “Shane has authorized me to explore a trade to Ottawa, provided we believe it's the right fit for him both professionally and personally. As you may be aware, Mr. Hollander has recently come out. Montreal is not supportive and it is no longer a good fit for him. We have heard that your organization is more tolerant.” The request for confirmation went unspoken, but it was clear.
“I can assure you that we pride ourselves on diversity and inclusivity here at Ottawa,” Henry Porter, the owner said.
“No offense,” Shane cut in. “But I heard that from the Montreal owners, too.”
“Shane,” the head coach, Brandon Wiebe, began. “I don't make a habit of sharing this with people I just met, but you've been brave enough to share something deeply personal with the world. It feels only fair that I meet you partway. I'm a bisexual man married to a Black woman. I don't tolerate any homophobia or racism in my locker room. If you experience either here, you come to me. I'll handle it. You won't have to fight that battle alone.”
Shane stared at Wiebe, holding his gaze, seeing the promise in it. Shane nodded and swallowed the lump in his throat. “Thank you.”
“We are very interested in having you join us,” Johnson said. “We think you would be a great addition to our team. And you would have our full support as you navigate being one of the first few out players in the league.”
Farah pulled out a sheet of paper and slid it across the table. “These are the details of Shane’s current contract with Montreal. He has three years remaining on his contract that you would take on.”
Johnson looked over the paper. “How receptive do you believe Montreal will be?”
Shane shrugged. “They don’t want the distraction. Plus the locker room is going to split if I stay. They want me gone. For the right price, of course.”
Farah leaned forward. “We've also made it very clear that if they insist on keeping Shane while failing to adequately address the homophobia within the organization, they'll be exposing themselves to significant legal liability.”
Johnson gave a slow nod. "Understood."
Johnson glanced down at Shane's contract sheet Farah had prepared before looking back up at Shane. “We have the cap space. I assume you want to do this as soon as possible to start the next season with us?”
Shane nodded.
Johnson glanced at the other men, conducting a silent conversation that consisted of mostly nods of approval. Johnson looked back at Shane and nodded. “We’d love to have you. I will get in touch with the general manager at Montreal to start facilitating trade negotiations.” Johnson reached a hand across the table in offering.
Shane stared at Johnson’s extended hand, but didn’t reach across the table to take it. “There’s one more thing.”
Johnson dropped his hand, waiting.
Farah slid three papers across the table along with a bundle of pens. “What you are about to find out is sensitive information that cannot leave this room. Please signs these NDA’s.”
The three men glanced at each other before each reaching to sign a form. Once all three NDA’s were signed, Shane pulled out his phone and shot off a quick text.
Once he put away his phone, he glanced up at the expectant men. “He’ll be here in a couple minutes.” He ignored the men’s curious gazes and sat in the uncomfortable silence, waiting.
Finally, a soft knock sounded at the door before it opened. The three men looked up to see the intrusion. Their eyes widened as Ilya Rozanov walked into the room and took the open seat next to Shane.
“This is my husband,” Shane announced. “Ilya Rozanov,” he added, as if these men did not know who the man next to him was.
Brandon Wiebe, who had the misfortune of having been in the middle of taking a sip of water, choked on the water and started an embarrassingly long coughing fit.
Ilya smirked at the shocked reactions across the table before turning to address Shane. “How is it going so far, moy lyubimyy?”
“They want me,” Shane said with a small smile.
Ilya reached out and placed a comforting hand on Shane’s cheek. “I told you they would.”
Ilya dropped his hand and turned back to the stunned men across the table and leaned back in his chair. 
Farah spoke, commanding the attention back to her as she took charge. “I am also here representing Mr. Rozanov, who will be a free agent next year and is interested in playing on the same team as his husband. We would like to know if that is something you would be interested in.”
Johnson blinked rapidly at Ilya before fully registering Farah’s words. “I mean, this would be an absolute dream, to have both Hollander and Rozanov on the team, but I don’t know if we have the cap to afford both of them, even a year apart.”
Ilya leaned back in his chair, clasping his hands behind his head, giving off the air of relaxed confidence. “I will take lower salary.”
Johnson’s eyebrows raised, clearly surprised.
Ilya gestured with a hand toward Shane. “Not Shane. You will pay him full amount. It will be set bad…” he trailed off, turning to Shane to ask, “how do you say, first time, then example?”
“Precedent,” Shane offered.
Ilya nodded. “Yes. It will set bad precedent if Shane comes out, is chased from his team by mean homophobes to worse team, no offense, and takes pay cut. Gay is not worth less.”
Shane’s head snapped to look at Ilya. "Hey, you aren't worth less either."
Ilya shook his head. "Not my point. You are first. It matters. Also, I will not be first player to trade and take pay cut to be closer to family. There is already precedent. You set gay precedent for the rest of them. I will follow precedent of loving husband family man." Ilya reached out and grabbed Shane’s hand, rubbing the back of his hand with his thumb. Shane smiled fondly at Ilya, that is until Ilya added, "plus I will have you as sugar daddy."
"Fuck off," Shane said, but his grin gave his affection away.
Wiebe watched their dynamic with a curious eye before jumping in with, “You both play center. I don’t know if we need two star centers.”
Ilya shrugged. “I can play wing. Is how we played at All Stars when we were on same team. We played very well.”
“Fuck, you two were incredible,” Wiebe agreed, eyes widening in excitement as he started dreaming up plays in his head. He turned to Johnson. “Fuck, please tell me we can make this work.”
Johnson looked at Farah before shifting his gaze to Ilya. "I can't promise you anything today. The rules are the rules. But if you're still interested next summer, I think you'll find we're very interested too."
Ilya nodded.
Porter looked over at Shane next. “We will be in touch with Montreal to start negotiations. Assuming they are willing to let you go, we are happy to have you.”
 






      

  












      Chapter 14: Trade Announcement
  








  J


JJ, Hayden



Today at 8:58 PM


 Shane 

Hey



I just wanted to say, first off, thanks for being so supportive through all of this



But I’m going to be trading teams



News will hit in the next day or so



I wanted you to know from me



 Hayden 

Fuck



No



Shit



Wait



 Shane 

Hayden, I can’t stay



 Hayden 

Fuck. I swear, I think I might be able to get through to some of them



 Shane 

Hayden



 JJ 

We’re gonna miss you



 Shane 

Thanks JJ



I’m going to miss you too



 Hayden 

Fuck, I’m going to miss you so bad



I hate this



 Shane 

Me too



 Hayden 

Where are you going?



 Shane 

Ottawa



 Hayden 

No



Seriously? Ottawa?



 Shane 

They aren’t homophobic



Plus, long term, it’s going to be a good fit for me and Husband



 Hayden 

Fuck



I can’t really object to that



 JJ 

We just want you to be happy, Cap



We are just sad it can’t be on the same team as us



 Shane 

Me too



I always thought I’d retire with the Metros



But I also thought I’d stay closetted the whole time to do so



So…



Yeah



 Hayden 

Fuck, that’s a sad thought



 Shane 

🤷🏽 It was the plan. But the old plan is fucked now. We’re coming up with new plans now



 Hayden 

Are you okay?



 Shane 

I don’t know. It’s a lot of change. Good and bad. A lot of good. But enough bad too.



 JJ 

We will see you before you go right?



 Shane 

Wanna help me pack up my appartment?



 JJ 

💪🏽📦⛟

👍1



 Hayden 

End of an era, fuck



Yeah, I’ll be there

👍1
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      Chapter 15: Moving Boxes
  








  “Come on in,” Shane said after giving Hayden and JJ a hug at the door before stepping aside.
“I come bearing supplies,” Hayden said, holding up a tote bag. “Extra tape, sharpies, and this cool labeling sticker system Jackie swears by and made me bring for you.”
“I also come bearing supplies,” JJ offered, holding up a case of beer.
Shane chuckled and pushed aside a half packed box that was in their way.
Hayden and JJ looked around at all chaos that had already taken over Shane’s apartment that was to be expected from anyone who was moving last minute.
“Is your husband…?” JJ asked, looking around as if trying to catch a sighting of the elusive man.
Shane shook his head. “He’s packing up our apartment right now.”
Hayden choked on his own spit. “I’m sorry, ‘our’ apartment? Like a different apartment? One that belongs to you and him?”
Shane shrugged. “Yeah. Well, obviously I couldn’t have him come here, especially in the beginning. So I got us a place to meet up.” Hayden stared at Shane for a long minute with an expression he couldn’t interpret. “Um, it’s not that big of a deal.”
Hayden shook  his head as if clearing his thoughts. “Sorry, no, it’s fine, I just… I keep learning stuff about you. I just… I hate that you had to do something like that. I hate that you are still having to keep things secret.”
“Less secret than before,” Shane pointed out.
Hayden gave him a small smile. “How is it to be out?”
Shane smiled as he started assembling a new box to pack into. “For the most part, it’s worth it. It’s a relief to not have to lie anymore. Even to be honest about when I have to lie to keep him safe. The team stuff sucks, and I’m not going to lie, I’m still pretty torn up about it. But I have a pretty good feeling about Ottawa. The coach is bisexual and married to a Black woman, so he told me that he doesn’t allow any homophobia or racism in his locker room.”
“Wow, that sounds like a dream,” JJ agreed, wrapping a lamp in bubble wrap. “Do they need any defensive players?”
Hayden threw a balled up newspaper at JJ. “Hey, don’t leave me alone with those fucking assholes.”
JJ threw the newspaper wad back, hitting Hayden on the side of the head. “Hey, you’re white. You’ll be fine. My boy, Hollander is leaving me alone to fend for myself.”
“Sorry, JJ,” Shane said in a small voice. They had always shared a special comradery being the only two players of color on the team.
JJ shook his head dismissively. “No. I’m glad you’re getting out. I’m glad you found a better team.”
The next few hours covered a variety of topics, including how shit their teammates are, recounting top memories over the years, processing the fact that Shane got married (!), what his new place in Ottawa is like, and Scott Hunter.
It felt good to hang out with his friends, even if it was spent packing up his life to move to another city and team. As they drank through JJ’s beer and ate the take out Shane had ordered for them, Shane lost track of time as he soaked up the friendly company.
They were sitting on the floor in front of Shane’s bookcase, leaning back against the back of the couch, surrounded by boxes when the unmistakable sound of a key in the door caught their attention. Three heads whipped in the direction of the entry, which they couldn’t see from this vantage on the floor they sat on behind the couch.
Shane’s eyes widened in sudden panic as the sound of a familiar sigh made its way through the space. “Okay, Mr. Real Estate, sex condo is all packed up. How was it with Pike and Boiziau? Did they help or just drink your beer and watch you do all the work like they do on ice?”
Shane felt Hayden and JJ’s wide eyes turn to face him as they registered the thick Russian accent. Whether or not they could place whose Russian accent that was was unclear.
“Fuck,” Shane breathed, scrambling out from their hiding spot to try to intercept Ilya.
“Ah, moy lyubimyy,” Ilya smiled at him as he popped up from behind the couch. “There you are. Still packing?”
“What are you doing here?” Shane squeeked out. “We said after 6.”
Ilya’s face scrunched in confusion. “It is 7:30. I sent text. I picked up dinner.” He held up a take out bag before setting it down on the coffee table.
Shane patted down his pocket to find it empty, then he spotted his phone on the dining table across the room. He looked up at the wall clock only to realize that it had been packed.
“Fuck,” Shane cursed, looking down at Hayden and JJ at his feet.
Ilya tracked Shane’s gaze. “Oh, we are not alone?”
“Um, can we come out from down here yet, or…?” JJ asked from his hiding spot at Shane’s right.
Ilya raised his eyebrows at Shane in invitation. “You decide. They are your friends. If you trust them.”
“Fuck, okay,” Shane breathed out, glancing down at his friends. “Um, come meet my husband, I guess.”
JJ did not need to be told twice, scrambling up quickly. As soon as his eyes landed on Ilya Rozanov, a quick guffaw burst out of him. Hayden was quick to follow, his eyes bugging wide and his jaw dropping. JJ helped the atmosphere by pointing at Hayden’s shocked face and laughing hysterically.
Ilya shifted uncomfortably and glanced over at Shane who also seemed uncertain how to interpret his friends’ reactions.
JJ finally pulled himself together, wiping at the tears in his eyes before he hopped over the barricade of boxes and planted himself in front of Ilya. Ilya eyed JJ warily before JJ grinned at him and held out his hand. “Hello, Husband,” JJ offered. “I’m JJ, best friend.”
Ilya smirked and shook JJ’s hand. “Hello, best friend JJ, I am Ilya, Husband.”
JJ wandered over to Shane’s side and clapped him jovially on the shoulder. “I always knew you’d find a way to marry hockey.”
Shane smiled, a tension loosening in his chest as Ilya laughed proudly.
Then, Shane’s gaze pulled anxiously back to Hayden who was still standing in the same position staring at Ilya, with the same dumb shocked expression on his face, completely frozen in place.
Ilya eyed Hayden before glancing at Shane. “I think I broke Pike.”
“Hayden,” Shane tried, which seemed to be enough to bring Hayden out of his shocked stupor. Hayden blinked and shook his head as if trying to clear his vision. 
“What the fuck?” Hayden shrieked, his voice sharp and high pitched.
Shane flinched violently at the sudden outburst.
“Fucking Rozanov?” Hayden cried out, turning his wide eyes to Shane. “Shane, you married Ilya fucking Rozanov?!”
“Yes, Shane married Ilya fucking Rozanov,” Ilya said, a threat lacing his response, taking a half step toward Hayden. “Do you have a problem with that?”
Hayden looked quickly back and forth between Ilya and Shane.
“Hayden,” JJ’s voice cut in sharply, drawing Hayden’s wild eyes to him. “Dude, get cool with this. The quicker the better, man. This is Shane’s husband.”
Hayden blinked at JJ, deflating in real time before them all. He ran a hand over his face. “Fuck, sorry, hang on, just give me a minute to wrap my head around this.”
“Is okay,” Ilya said patronizingly. “You need more time for your small brain. Take all the time you need.”
“Okay, fuck this guy,” Hayden blustered, pointing at Ilya while looking at Shane. “You married this asshole?”
Shane’s eyes started filling rapidly with tears that threatened to spill over. “Hayden,” he breathed, his voice smaller than Hayden had ever heard it.
Hayden blinked, realizing how badly he was fucking this up. “Fuck, sorry. Shit, Shane, I’m sorry, I didn’t mean it like that. I thought we hated Rozanov.”
Shane scoffed. “I think you hated Rozanov,” he countered.
Hayden blinked at Shane, reprocessing years of interactions. “Fuck, I’ve been shit talking your boyfriend to you for years, Shane. You never said anything.”
Shane gave Hayden a hard look. “What the fuck could I have said? The rivalry was our cover.”
Hayden closed his eyes and shook his head. “Fuck, I’m such a fucking asshole.”
“Yes,” Ilya agreed.
“Ilya,” Shane warned.
“Shit, it’s been him this whole time,” Hayden processed. His eyes widened and he turned to point at Ilya. “You’re Boston Lily!” Ilya grinned in response. 
“Hayden, I already told you that I was dating Boston Lily,” Shane said.
“Yeah, but now I’m putting together who Boston Lily is. Oh, man, every time you snuck out before or after games whenever we were in Boston. Oh my god, you fucked and then faced each other for face off on the ice?”
Ilya grinned at Hayden putting the pieces of their sex lives together. “Is good foreplay for hockey. Maybe you should try it? Maybe makes you better player.”
“Ilya,” Shane warned again.
“Oh, yes, you are right,” Ilya agreed. “Pike does not need more sex, he already has a million children, yes?”
“Hey!” Hayden protested.
“Ilya, can you please not antagonize Hayden right now?” Shane pleaded.
Ilya held up his hands, signalling that he was done stirring shit.
Hayden scoffed, crossing his arms and turning to look away from all of them.
“I am sorry, Pike,” Ilya said, surprising Hayden with the genuineness of his tone. “It is hard habit to break. We chirp each other. I get under your skin. But we are stressing Shane out, so I… I am sorry.”
Hayden blinked, surprised at Ilya transforming into something… softer. His gaze did look remorseful. Hayden glanced over at Shane, who did look really stressed.
When Hayden looked back at Ilya, he saw that the Russian had his hand extended. A peace offering. Hayden eyed Ilya’s extended hand and briefly entertained the idea of refusing to shake the man’s hand. But a quick glance over at Shane had him rounding the couch, tripping over a role of bubble wrap, which Ilya exhibited great restraint by not commenting on.
“Hello, I am Ilya, Shane’s husband,” Ilya said when Hayden was finally in front of him.
Hayden let out a breath and took Ilya’s hand. “Hello, Ilya. It’s nice to finally meet you. Hayden, Shane’s best friend.”
JJ came over and clapped Hayden and Ilya familiarly on the shoulders. “Great! Now we are all one big Shane-loving family!”
Ilya put up a finger in protest. “I love him most,” he insisted.
“I would hope so, since you married him,” JJ responded.
“I loved him first,” Hayden grumbled.
“Ah, no, no you did not,” Ilya countered.
“What the fuck?” Hayden complained, but it didn’t have the same heat as before. “Shane and I have been besties since rookie year.”
“Da, and Shane and I have been together since summer before rookie year,” Ilya countered. 
“Dude, seriously?” Hayden said, whipping his head over to Shane for confirmation, who nodded.
“Fuck,” Hayden breathed.
“Ha! I win!” Ilya shouted victoriously, breaking away from Shane’s friends to cross over to Shane, throwing an arm around his shoulder. “First place lover of Shane!”
“Ew, gross, don’t say that, Ilya,” Shane complained.
“So… is now the right time where I can ask about Ilya saying he just finished packing your sex condo?” JJ asked, as if he had been exhibiting enormous restraint by waiting to ask about his.
Ilya grinned while Shane blushed profusely. “I told you, JJ,” Shane said. “I got us a place to meet up.”
JJ matched Ilya’s grin. “I see.”
“Oh my god,” Shane said in mortification, covering his face with his hands as if he could hide from this conversation.”
“Is okay, moy lyubimyy,” Ilya soothed, turning to plant himself in front of Shane, pulling Shane’s hands away from his face. “I think your friends probably figured out that you have had sex.”
“Yeah, but they don’t need that confirmed,” Shane grumbled.
“Um, I would be very interested in the confirmation of your sex life,” JJ said eagerly, plopping himself down on the foot of couch that wasn’t cluttered with random objects. “Details, please.”
“No details, please,” Hayden begged.
JJ blew a raspberry at Hayden. “You’re no fun.”
“Um, speaking of details,” Shane segued. “So, in case it wasn’t clear, we are keeping Ilya’s identity secret until he gets his permanent residency card. Until then, we can’t let this out. Russia is seriously no joke. You can’t tell anyone.”
“Of course, Cap,” JJ agreed immediately.
“Wait, can I tell Jackie?” Hayden asked. “I won’t tell anyone else, I swear.”
After a quick glance at Ilya, Shane nodded at Hayden. “Yeah, you can tell Jackie. But no one else.”
“Oh!” JJ shot up excitedly, pulling out his phone. “Let’s call her. She’s gonna flip her shit.”
JJ ignored all of Hayden’s protests, but did wait until he got a nod of approval from Shane before hitting the video call button.
“Hey JJ!” Jackie’s voice came through over speaker. “Perfect timing. I just set the kids up with a Disney movie, so I can talk. How’s it going?”
“It’s going great! We made a lot of progress, look!” JJ held the phone out in selfie mode and slowly turning to let Jackie see the carnage of packing boxes and bubble wrap behind him.
“Hi honey!” Jackie called out when she spotted Hayden.
“What’s really cool about helping a friend move is how much you end up learning about the person,” JJ said conversationally.
“Oh, I know,” Jackie agreed immediately, apparently comfortable dropping into casual banter with JJ. “I remember when I helped Cindy move, I found her and Steve’s sex closet!”
“Okay, we are going to circle back to that later,” JJ noted.
“Next wine night, remind me,” Jackie promised. “So, what did you find at Shane’s?”
“His husband,” JJ grinned.
“Shut the fuck up!” Jackie shrieked.
"Swear jar!" Shane called out from his spot out of frame.
“You want to see?” JJ asked.
“Is the ocean wet? Of course I want to see!”
“Okay, and remember, vow of secrecy and all that,” JJ said.
"Oh, right, of course," Jackie quickly agreed. "I understand the stakes. I won't tell anyone."
JJ looked at Shane and Ilya. “Ready?” JJ waited until both men nodded at him before he dramatically rotated, until his back was to Shane and Ilya. Jackie let out an incoherent girly squeal as soon as she spotted a grinning Ilya with his arm wrapped around a bashful Shane.
“Oh my god, Shane!” Jackie shrieked. “You bagged Ilya Rozanov!”
“Hello Mrs. Jackie Pike!” Ilya called out and waved hello. “It is nice to meet you!”
“Oh my god, hi Ilya! It’s so good to meet you!” Jackie was grinning into the camera. “Your posts were really sweet. I could tell that Shane had someone who loved him a lot.”
“Thank you,” Ilya said with a sweet smile. “Oh, and thank you for artichoke recipe. Shane said you have lots of Shane-friendly recipes.”
“Oh, yes, I can send you a whole bunch of stuff. There’s one website in particular that has a bunch of macrobiotic recipes that don’t suck.”
“Oh, yes, we will be good friends,” Ilya announced with a determined nod.
“What the fuck?” Hayden breathed from across the room, but no one paid him any attention at this point.
“Oh, man,” Jackie whined. “Shane, it sucks that you are trading. I could have had Ilya Rozanov in my WAG chat?”
Ilya wrinkled his nose at Jackie. “Booooo Metros. I will be Ottawa WAG.”
Jackie threw her head back and laughed. “Fair. Shane, give Ilya my number so we can chat. Ilya I’ll send you so many recipes, you will get sick of me.”
Ilya shook his head. “Not possible. Also, please send me juicy WAG gossip.”
Jackie grinned at Ilya before glancing over at Shane. “I like him for you,” she said softly.
Shane smiled gratefully at Jackie. “Thanks, Jackie.”
“Work on your husband’s attitude, by the way,” JJ interjected.
“Hey!” Hayden protested from the other side of the room.
“What did he do?” Jackie asked, her tone suddenly severe.
“He did not respond as well as you did,” JJ tattled.
“Hey, I was surprised!” Hayden defended. “I just needed a minute to come to terms with Shane marrying the guy I thought we all agreed to hate.”
“Oh, honey,” Jackie said condescendingly. “We never agreed to that. You just didn’t like him because he got under your skin and you tried to use the rivalry to push your agenda.”
Ilya’s eyebrows raised at Jackie’s astute call out, meanwhile Hayden blustered around a series of half words. “Wha-, I-, nu-uh.”
Ilya threw his head back and laughed.
“Please tell me you weren’t rude to Shane’s husband,” Jackie glared down her husband with the help of JJ who held up the phone for her.
Hayden shifted awkwardly under the intensity of her gaze.
“Hayden Pike, you better have fucking apologized!” Jackie yelled.
Ilya glanced over at Shane with raised eyebrows. Shane shook his head at him. “This is totally normal,” Shane leaned over to whisper.
“Oh, come on!” Hayden whined.
“Hayden, if you want to sleep in our bed tonight, make it right before you leave that apartment.”
Hayden looked at his wife on JJ’s phone, utterly betrayed. Jackie, being Jackie, did not back down. Hayden deflated wildly before looking past Jackie on JJ’s phone and locked eyes with Ilya. “I’m sorry I was a dick about finding out it was you.”
Ilya was about to open his mouth to accept Hayden’s apology when Jackie cut in with a pointed “Annnnddddd…...”
Hayden sighed heavily and added, “And I can tell that you care about Shane a lot, and you are important to Shane.”
Ilya opened his mouth, again to accept the apology, when Jackie came in with another, “Annnndddddd…..”
Hayden fidgetted, his discomfort clear. “And I look forward to getting to know you better now.”
Ilya hesitated. “Can I accept apology now, Jackie?” he called out.
“Go ahead,” Jackie permitted.
“I accept your apology, Pike. I will try to be less asshole as well.”
“Mom! Ruby stole my blanket!” a faint child’s voice could be heard through the phone.
Jackie sighed in a put upon way. “Duty calls. Bye Ilya, it was so nice to meet you!”
“Bye bye, Jackie!” Ilya called, waving at the camera before JJ ended the call.
After the call with Jackie ended, Ilya made a comment about their food getting cold and Shane led JJ and Hayden to the door. He gave them each a hug goodbye and promised to stay in touch.






      

  












      Chapter 16: Welcome to the Centaurs Group Chat
  








  C


Centaurs 🐎



Today at 10:58 AM


 Boodram 

Shane, I wanted to officially welcome you to the Ottawa group chat.



I know you are probably busy moving, but we are all very excited to have you join our team.

10🎉



 Hayes 

Hell yeah, Hollander!!!

So fucking pumped!



 Chouinard 

Welcome to the dream team!



We are a bit scappy, but we love hard.

 7❤️



 Dykstra 

Welcome, Shane.



I’m sorry that you had some negative experiences with Montreal.



Just know we’re all cool with you being gay.

 12👍



 Dillon 

Let us know if you need any help with the move or getting settled.



A bunch of us are just sitting on our asses.

 5👍



 Haas 

OMG, Hollander, I have been a huge fan. I am so excited to play with you!!!



 Harris 

Hi Shane! I’m Harris, I run social media and am gay! 🌈



Happy to have you on the team!



If I can support in any way, let me know!!!

 6❤️



 Boyle 

Okay, everyone already took up all the sweet and supportive sentiments, but Hi Hollander!



I also don’t suck!

 7😂



 Shane 

Hi everyone!



Shane’s husband here.



He’s too busy crying to respond right now.

 6🙁



I thought I was going to have to beat up his new team, but you all make him happy sad with kindness!!!

7❤️



 Harris 

OMG, hi Husband!!



 Boodram 

Oh, Husband, while you’re here: my wife, Cassie, wants to add you to the WAG group chat. If you are okay being in that, you can send her a text at: 613-234-2274



 Shane 

Will do. I am very excited to live my WAG life 😊

 1👍



Okay, hi, everyone, it’s actually Shane here.



Wow, I don’t even know what to say.



Thank you.



It’s so nice to receive such a warm welcome after everything.



Things did not go well with Montreal.



 Boodram 

I’m sorry you went through that with your old team.



You won’t have to worry about that with us.



 Shane 

Fuck



That’s a relief



I might actually be excited for next season?

12👍





 
 

 
 
 
O


Ottawa WAGs



Today at 12:07 PM


 Cassie 

  Lily has been added to the chat  



Ladies! Gather round! We have a very exciting addition!



 Selena 

Wait, who’s Lily?



 Cassie 

Lily is Shane’s Husband



 Selena 

???



 Lily 

Hi Ladies!!!



I am very excited to be here!



Yes, my name is not actually Lily.



I am a man



I am Lily in Shane’s phone, so I thought, until it is safe for me to be out, you can also know me as Lily



If it is not okay, I can go



I know this is special chat for ladies



I do not want to intrude



 Cassie 

You aren’t intruding!



This is for anyone who is dating or married to a player on the Centaurs. That’s you!



 Selena 

We should probably rethink the whole WAG thing to be more gender inclusive?

4👍



 Caitlin 

A heartfelt warm welcome, Lily!



 Lisa 

Hi Lily!!!



Welcome!



We are happy to have you here!



 Monica 

Oh, good, I’m not the newbie anymore!



Welcome, Lily!



 Cassie 

Lily, I’ve been following everything online this summer. First off, congratulations on your marriage!!!



 Selena 

🎉🍾❤️👨‍❤️‍👨💍👬



 Lisa 

Congrats!!!



 Caitlin 

The pictures were so sweet.



 Monica 

Congratulations!



 Lily 

Aww, ladies, you make me blush



I am not used to this



I have not been congratulated for marrying hottest man alive



No one knows I got married



Well, not no one. But very few. Only those who had to know.



 Selena 

That’s so sad!



How much longer do you have to stay closeted?



That’s the plan right, to come out eventually?



 Lily 

Yes, is plan



Have to wait for permanent residence status



maybe another year?



Is hard



But is not so bad that people know I exist



They just don’t know who I am



Not yet



 Cassie 

How can we support you, Lily?



 Lily 

I am fine, thank you



Biggest worry is Shane.



His team was not good with him coming out.

4💔



 Cassie 

Oh, poor thing



Well, I think he should have a much better time with the Centaurs.



We’re a very loving, accepting bunch.



 Lily 

I saw some of Shane’s chat with team and am hopeful he will be treated right here



But if you hear anything worrying, you tell me, yes?



 Cassie 

Of course!



We are here to support both you and Shane!



 Lily 

Thank you lovely ladies!











      

  












      Chapter 17: Sept 2017
  



    Chapter Notes

      Strap in y'all, we've got a whole year to cover. The next batch of chapters are going to be big social media chapters. Pro tip: let the page fully load before viewing to make sure all the images load properly. If you have issues, I find sometimes giving it a few minutes and then giving it a refresh helps.

And to address the obvious: yes, the Hollanovs are all over this. I was not drawn to writing them in, so they will not be making an appearance. Just know, in my head canon for this fic, they are mostly yelling into the void over on twitter, and either being dismissed or being reminded of the stakes of speculating about the sexuality of a Russian, regardless of if they are right or not. So there is enough self-policing happening that it's not gaining too much traction. Over here on Instagram, everyone is mostly ignorant and along for the ride. At least that's what I tell myself to allow this self-indulgence to continue. Also, let's just say that Shane took Hunter's advice and hired a social media manager to manage the comment section.

And people can speculate/wonder, but the most important piece here is that Shane/Ilya cannot and will not publicly confirm that they are married until Ilya has his PR status. Plausible deniability is the name of the game here. And it's my fic, so... yeah. Just go with it.

Enjoy!
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Sept 4, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      97,114 likes
      
      
      712 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        JJ_Boiziau, David_Hollander
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Packing up my life. Can’t wait to call Ottawa my home again!
    


          HaydenPike35
        

          I’m gonna miss the fuck out of you buddy!
        


          Sept 4
          
            •
          
          
            55 likes
          
        



          Kolya.Andropov
        

          I hope Ottawa treats you well. Sorry to see you go.
        


          Sept 4
          
            •
          
          
            97 likes
          
        



          dennise_hockey
        

          Okay, I think I was in denial, but this is actually happening? Hollander really got traded? Like he has to uproot his whole life now because his team was super homophobic?
        


          Sept 4
          
            •
          
          
            147 likes
          
        





[image: ShaneHollanderOfficial profile image]


        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Sept 6, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      48,641 likes
      
      
      641 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        RoseLandryOfficial, WillEatPuck
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Competative fuck insisted he could carry the most groceries in in one trip.
    


          Jackie_Pike_35
        

          Shane, your husband was too cute, texting me to double check which brand of couscous I used to make that Shane-friendly recipe I sent him.
        


          Sept 6
          
            •
          
          
            221 likes
          
        



          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          @Jackie_Pike_35, seriously? OMG, that’s the sweetest thing I’ve ever heard.
        


          Sept 6
          
            •
          
          
            114 likes
          
        



          Whitney1124
        

          That is a
          
            husband
          
        


          Sept 6
          
            •
          
          
            74 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Sept 8, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      88,632 likes
      
      
      365 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        EricStickHandler, fredfairy69
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Pleasantly surprised to find out that my husband is actually pretty handy! I was going to call an electician to fix the broken light in my new place, and my husband told me he could fix it. And I quote: “Hollander, your country is so baby and young. I grow up in country that put electricty in thousand year old buildings. I learned how to fix wires, is not that hard.”
    


          YunaHollander
        

          Careful!!! That’s my son-in-law! There’s no shame in hiring professional help. Hang on, I’m just going to call you.
        


          Sept 8
          
            •
          
          
            97 likes
          
        



          BillyBowl
        

          @YunaHollander, as long as they turned off the circuit breaker before handing any electical wiring, they should be fine.
        


          Sept 8
          
            •
          
          
            185 likes
          
        



          The_Ish_in_Trish
        

          Wow, he’s hot
          
            and
          
          good around the house? 😍
        


          Sept 8
          
            •
          
          
            81 likes
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        IlyaRozanov81
        
          •
        
        Sept 9, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      88,632 likes
      
      
      365 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        ShaneHollanderOfficial, KrissyCallings
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    


          Cliff_Marlow
        

          Do we need to stage an intervention?
        


          Sept 9
          
            •
          
          
            337 likes
          
        



          B.Hammersmith
        

          You doing okay, there, Cap?
        


          Sept 9
          
            •
          
          
            674 likes
          
        



          ConnorConnors
        

          
            No
          
        


          Sept 9
          
            •
          
          
            574 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Sept 12, 2017
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      174,223 likes
      
      
      1,331 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Jackie_Pike_35, Scott_Hunter_Official
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Soaking up our final hours together.
    


          RoseLandryOfficial
        

          You two are so cute ♥️
        


          Sept 12
          
            •
          
          
            654 likes
          
        



          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          Final hours??? Noooooo. I don’t want this summer to end!!! Tell hockey to take a hike! I’m here for the Shane Hollander love fest show!
        


          Sept 12
          
            •
          
          
            241 likes
          
        



          hannah.dr.who
        

          They make me believe in love again
        


          Sept 12
          
            •
          
          
            110 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Sept 13, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      37,116 likes
      
      
      274 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Jackie_Pike_35, alicefollowswhispers
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      A bittersweet end to the most life changing summer of my life. Thank you for saying yes to coming to the cottage. Thank you for going on this wild ride with me as I navigate being out and letting me share what I can of our lives. Thank you for saying yes to being my husband. I know we’ve done this for years, but this time it’s quite possibly the hardest goodbye. One more year, and then we can start building our lives together in one place. Counting down the weeks until I can see you again. ❤️
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          Wait, they aren’t going to be living together yet? Are they long distance??? That makes me so sad for them! I only made it 2 months trying to do long distance with my high school girlfriend.
        


          Sept 13
          
            •
          
          
            87 likes
          
        



          Hollander_fanclub
        

          Well, I didn’t expect to be emotionally gutted by a picture of a suitcase, but I suppose that’s the new norm on Shane Hollander’s account, huh?
        


          Sept 13
          
            •
          
          
            75 likes
          
        



          hannah.dr.who
        

          Noooo! I need more married Shane Hollander content! No goodbyes! Stay, Husband! We just got you!
        


          Sept 13
          
            •
          
          
            24 likes
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        OttawaCentaurs
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        Sept 16, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      162,487 likes
      
      
      955 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        OttawaHomeboy, Evan.Dykstra
      
      and others
    


      OttawaCentaurs
    

      And so begins Training Camp 2017! We are beyond excited to welcome Shane Hollander to the ice. So far, he seems to be settling in just fine.
    


          DevinSimpletown
        

          Oh, man, let’s fucking go!!!
        


          Sept 16
          
            •
          
          
            211 likes
          
        



          NichChoinard
        

          Glad to have you on the team, Hollander!!!
        


          Sept 16
          
            •
          
          
            341 likes
          
        



          WalterHockeyDad
        

          I am very excited for this season!!! We are going to be unstoppable with Shane Hollander on our roster.
        


          Sept 16
          
            •
          
          
            174 likes
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        OttawaCentaurs
        
          •
        
        Sept 29, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      156,288 likes
      
      
      1,553 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        JJ_Boiziau, Kolya.Andropov
      
      and others
    


      OttawaCentaurs
    

      Excited for our first game of the season against New York Admirals. When asked how he felt facing Scott Hunter on the ice, Captain Shane Hollander had this to say: “I consider Hunter to be a good friend at this point. I wouldn’t be where I am now if he didn’t do what he did. That being said, I look forward to kicking his ass right back into the retirement home where he came from.”
    


          IlyaRozanov81
        

          Whoever let Scott Hunter out of senior home should be fired!
        


          Sept 29
          
            •
          
          
            1,062 likes
          
        



          WillEatPuck
        

          Shots fired!
        


          Sept 29
          
            •
          
          
            114 likes
          
        



          fredfairy69
        

          Isn’t Scott Hunter only like 3 years older than Hollander?
        


          Sept 29
          
            •
          
          
            224 likes
          
        



          peachesss
        

          Everyone shut up! My gay hockey show is on!
        


          Sept 29
          
            •
          
          
            2 likes
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        Scott_Hunter_Official
        
          •
        
        Sept 29, 2017
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      233,741 likes
      
      
      2,415 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Kyle_KingFisher, Kip_Grady
      
      and others
    


      Scott_Hunter_Official
    

      Thanks for coming out to the @KingFisherNY after the game, @ShaneHollanderOfficial. Sorry for beating your ass on the ice. Apparently this old man still has some moves.
    


          queer_hockey_21
        

          Yes!!! Get the gays together!!! We are stronger together!!! 🌈🌈🌈🌈
        


          Sept 29
          
            •
          
          
            247 likes
          
        



          lesbos_in_the_wild
        

          I love this pic!!!
        


          Sept 29
          
            •
          
          
            119 likes
          
        



          fredfairy69
        

          You know what, I love this for them. They deserve to start this season with a gay bar. 🌈🎉
        


          Sept 29
          
            •
          
          
            297 likes
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        Scott_Hunter_Official
        
          •
        
        Sept 29, 2017
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      124,974 likes
      
      
      987 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Carter_Vaughn, Elena_Rygg
      
      and others
    


      Scott_Hunter_Official
    

      My boyfriend decided he liked Shane Hollander better than me tonight. In my own gay bar?
    


          Kyle_KingFisher
        

          Oh, honey, don’t you go stirring up drama in my bar.
        


          Sept 29
          
            •
          
          
            141 likes
          
        



          Kip_Grady
        

          Hey, it was my gay bar first! And don’t judge me, I apparently have a thing for gay hockey players. (Don’t worry, Shane Hollander’s husband, I am in a happy, monogamous relationship with Scott and am not looking to poach your man! Don’t come after me!!!)
        


          Sept 29
          
            •
          
          
            348 likes
          
        



          Maria_Villanueva
        

          
            GIRL!!!
          
        


          Sept 29
          
            •
          
          
            132 likes
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        LucaHaas
        
          •
        
        Oct 13, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      23,874 likes
      
      
      248 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        HaydenPike35, ZaneBoodram
      
      and others
    


      LucaHaas
    

      When I was drafted to this team, I had no idea I would get to spend my rookie season being captained by my favorite hockey player! And it turns out he’s an all around awesome dude? Someone pinch me (please don’t pinch me)
    


          ShaneHollanderOfficial
        

          Aww, thanks, Luca.
        


          Oct 13
          
            •
          
          
            187 likes
          
        



          Tanner_Dillon
        

          I need everyone who reads this to know that this boy still has posters of Hollander and Rozanov up in his childhood bedroom. He is fangirling on the daily.
        


          Oct 13
          
            •
          
          
            255 likes
          
        



          Boyle_Hockey
        

          
            Pinch
          
          😂
        


          Oct 13
          
            •
          
          
            27 likes
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        IlyaRozanov81
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        Oct 18, 2017
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      148,228 likes
      
      
      2,447 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        SvetlanaV, ShaneHollanderOfficial
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    


          Cliff_Marlow
        

          What the actual fuck?
        


          Oct 18
          
            •
          
          
            1,121 likes
          
        



          VictorSt-Simon
        

          What kind of fucked up party are you planning and please do not invite us 😂😂😂
        


          Oct 18
          
            •
          
          
            974 likes
          
        



          Rozanov_fanclub
        

          I thought that Rozanov exclusively drank Coke. Did I have that wrong???
        


          Oct 18
          
            •
          
          
            27 likes
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        Oct 19, 2017
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      257,074 likes
      
      
      3,574 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        JJ_Boiziau, YunaHollander
      
      and others
    


      OttawaCentaurs
    

      Ottawa’s first season game against Boston!!! When asked about facing off against his career long rival, Captain Hollander said, “Rozanov’s a good friend and the best I’ve faced on the ice. Whether I’m playing against him or with him, it’s always the most fun I’ve ever had playing hockey.”
    


          CraigDavidson
        

          You know what? I loved the rivalry, but after the summer Hollander just had, I’m happy for Hollander to have more friends in the league. He has enough enemies aparently.
          
            cough, cough, Montreal Metros
          
        


          Oct 19
          
            •
          
          
            1,874 likes
          
        



          PeteHockeyBro
        

          I don’t care who’s gay or straight, I just know that it’s gonna be good hockey when Hollander and Rozanov play.
        


          Oct 19
          
            •
          
          
            691 likes
          
        



          OttawaHomeboy
        

          OMG, I don’t even know what to do with my hands. Like, how is this our life? This is the most hyped game Ottawa has
          
            ever
          
          had.
        


          Oct 19
          
            •
          
          
            562 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
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      157,961 likes
      
      
      1,077 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Whitney1124, hannah.dr.who
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Finally in the same place after a month.
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          
            [Incoherent squeeling]
          
        


          Oct 19
          
            •
          
          
            165 likes
          
        



          Hollander_fanclub
        

          
            They’re baaaaack!!!
          
        


          Oct 19
          
            •
          
          
            235 likes
          
        



          alicefollowswhispers
        

          Wait, does Husband live in Boston???
        


          Oct 19
          
            •
          
          
            115 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Oct 20, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      102,143 likes
      
      
      743 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        YunaHollander, Whitney1124
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Making plans. Dreaming up a future together requires lots of lists.
    


          dennise_hockey
        

          
            Swoon
          
        


          Oct 20
          
            •
          
          
            412 likes
          
        



          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          Awww, they’re together again! Yay! We missed you, Husband!
        


          Oct 20
          
            •
          
          
            474 likes
          
        



          The_ish_in_Trish
        

          Mmmm, I do love me a man who can write a life fulfilling list.
        


          Oct 20
          
            •
          
          
            361 likes
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        IlyaRozanov81
        
          •
        
        Oct 21, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      97,551 likes
      
      
      874 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        ShaneHollanderOfficial, SvetlanaV
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    


          Rozanov_fanclub
        

          People don’t realize how smart Rozanov is.
        


          Oct 21
          
            •
          
          
            341 likes
          
        



          ConnorConnors
        

          cool mug
        


          Oct 21
          
            •
          
          
            124 likes
          
        



          NumberSix
        

          So what are you working on?
        


          Oct 21
          
            •
          
          
            331 likes
          
        










      

  












      Chapter 19: Nov 2017
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        LucaHaas
        
          •
        
        Nov 2, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      74,912 likes
      
      
      534 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Boyle_Hockey, LaPoint.and.shoot
      
      and others
    


      LucaHaas
    

      Rooming with Shane Hollander apparently means hanging out while he texts his husband with a goofy love sick smile on his face.
    


          ZaneBoodram
        

          Just wait until you’re married, kid. I promise you’ll be looking at your phone like that on these road games.
        


          Nov 2
          
            •
          
          
            22 likes
          
        



          Evan.Dykstra
        

          I mean, from everything we’ve seen online and from what Cap shared? Who can blame the man? Fuck, I’m pretty sure I’d be smiling and blushing at my phone if Shane Hollander’s husband texted me.
        


          Nov 2
          
            •
          
          
            56 likes
          
        



          HaydenPike35
        

          Aww, I miss my rooming buddy. I definitely caught that look over the years.
        


          Nov 2
          
            •
          
          
            35 likes
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        OttawaCentaurs
        
          •
        
        Nov 12, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      264,115 likes
      
      
      7,874 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Kolya.Andropov, ZaneBoodram
      
      and others
    


      OttawaCentaurs
    

      Shane Hollander to face Montreal Metros for first time as an Ottawa Centaur. When asked about how he felt facing his old team, Hollander told us, “I still have some really good friends on the Metros that I always love playing, so I’m really looking forward to that. As for everything else, I’m just focused on playing a good clean game and winning. I am part of a great team now and I trust my defense to watch my back while everyone else helps me show people how this is done.”

Let’s go Centaurs! 🐎
    


          DevinSimpletown
        

          “I trust my defense to watch my back…” Are we worried that Montreal is going to be targetting Hollander?
        


          Nov 12
          
            •
          
          
            557 likes
          
        



          PeteHockeyBro
        

          Who’s here after watching the game? That was rough. I’ve never seen our defense have to work so hard to protect a player before in a game
          
            ever
          
        


          Nov 12
          
            •
          
          
            678 likes
          
        



          OttawaHomeboy
        

          After watching the game, I have to say, I’m kind of sick to my stomach. Am I crazy, or did that mic pick up a slur? I don’t want to say it here because I don’t want to get flagged, but… we all heard that, right?
        


          Nov 12
          
            •
          
          
            874 likes
          
        



          DanTheMan
        

          @OttawaHomeboy, yep, we all heard it.  I mean we all suspected things went sour with Montreal after Hollander came out, but this pretty much confirms it. I can’t believe Hollander still managed to score a hat trick while dealing with hearing all that crap on the ice. Suck on that, Montreal, we can win without being homophobic assholes!
        


          Nov 12
          
            •
          
          
            914 likes
          
        



          Hollander_fanclub
        

          😭 I knew that Montreal did him wrong, but that game just broke my heart for Hollander. Did you see his face by the end? He looked shell shocked. So glad he’s on a better team now. You could tell how much the Centaurs were rallying around him, protecting him, checking up on him.
        


          Nov 12
          
            •
          
          
            1,274 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Nov 12, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      264,115 likes
      
      
      7,874 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        ZaneBoodram, Hayden_Pike_35
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      You always know what to say to make me feel better ❤️
    


          JJ_Boiziau
        

          C’était le chaos total ce soir. J’ai cassé le nez de Comeau pour toi. Appelle-moi quand tu peux.
        


          Nov 12
          
            •
          
          
            227 likes
          
        



          RoseLandryOfficial
        

          Here for you, Shanebug!
        


          Nov 12
          
            •
          
          
            478 likes
          
        



          LucaHaas
        

          We love you, Cap!!! A bunch of us are hanging in my room if you want some company.
        


          Nov 12
          
            •
          
          
            974 likes
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        LucaHaas
        
          •
        
        Nov 12, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      87,957 likes
      
      
      879 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Cassie.Boodram, LaPoint.and.shoot
      
      and others
    


      LucaHaas
    

      Best team ever!!!
    


          Boyle_Hockey
        

          Best dudes I’ve ever known!
        


          Nov 12
          
            •
          
          
            131 likes
          
        



          Young_but_not_dumb
        

          Dude, I could sit around for hours hearing Cap gush about his husband!
        


          Nov 12
          
            •
          
          
            262 likes
          
        



          Holmberg.with.the.berg
        

          Hey, did you find my sweatshirt? I think I left it in your room.
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            2 likes
          
        



          LucaHaas
        

          @Holmberg.with.the.berg. Yeah, I’ll bring to practice.
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            1 likes
          
        



          ShaneHollanderOfficial
        

          Thanks for last night, guys. I needed that.
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            1,749 likes
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        MontrealMetros
        
          •
        
        Nov 13, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      106,874 likes
      
      
      10,974 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        WillEatPuck, SteveWallace
      
      and others
    


      MontrealMetros
    

      The Montreal Metros are aware of comments directed toward Shane Hollander during last night’s game. The organization does not condone discriminatory language of any kind. We are cooperating with the NHL’s review of the incident and will have no further comment at this time.
    


          JJ_Boiziau
        

          “The organization does not condone discriminatory language of any kind” 😂😂😂
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            4,741 likes
          
        



          DanielWhiley
        

          This is the most corporate bullshit response I’ve seen in a long time
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            2,101 likes
          
        



          Will.HockeyStick
        

          So… a slap on the wrist for being caught on a mic, then back to homophobic business as normal, right?
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            2,119 likes
          
        



          Peter.Sports
        

          How many lawyers do you think it took to write this?
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            1,966 likes
          
        



          ShaneHollanderOfficial
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            8,774 likes
          
        



          HaydenPike35
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            3,174 likes
          
        



          Scott_Hunter_Official
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            4,224 likes
          
        



          Carter_Vaughn
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            1,991 likes
          
        



          IlyaRozanov81
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            4,882 likes
          
        



          ZaneBoodram
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            4,049 likes
          
        



          Selena_Chouinard
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            974 likes
          
        



          Ryan_Price
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            1,664 likes
          
        



          Boyle_Hockey
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            957 likes
          
        



          Jackie_Pike_35
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            4,011 likes
          
        



          RoseLandryOfficial
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            5,001 likes
          
        



          Kolya.Andropov
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            884 likes
          
        



          JJ_Boiziau
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            3,766 likes
          
        



          LucaHaas
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            3,088 likes
          
        



          Evan.Dykstra
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            2,519 likes
          
        



          Kip_Grady
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            2,519 likes
          
        



          Kyle_KingFisher
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            4,049 likes
          
        



          Tanner_Dillon
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            1,381 likes
          
        



          Lisa_Hayes
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            674 likes
          
        



          Harris_Drover
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            1,227 likes
          
        



          Holmberg.with.the.berg
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            2,641 likes
          
        



          SvetlanaV
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            1,011 likes
          
        



          Young_but_not_dumb
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            2,073 likes
          
        



          NickChoinard
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            3,551 likes
          
        



          Cassie.Boodram
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            1,009 likes
          
        



          Hollander_fanclub
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            3,091 likes
          
        



          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            1,906 likes
          
        



          The_ish_in_Trish
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            551 likes
          
        



          deninise_hockey
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            679 likes
          
        



          OttawaHomeboy
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            1,334 likes
          
        



          fredfairy69
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            1,009 likes
          
        



          hannah.dr.who
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            946 likes
          
        



          alicefollowswhispers
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            889 likes
          
        



          whitney1124
        

          🖕🖕
        


          Nov 13
          
            •
          
          
            749 likes
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        BostonRaiders
        
          •
        
        Nov 25, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      451,774 likes
      
      
      6,428 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Cliff_Marlow, JJ_Boiziau
      
      and others
    


      BostonRaiders
    

      The Boston Raiders take on the Montreal Metros tonight. Captain Ilya Rozanov promised, “We make Montreal go home crying!”
    


          StevenRichards
        

          Montreal after tonight’s game: 😭😭😭
        


          Nov 25
          
            •
          
          
            1,221 likes
          
        



          AaronPetty
        

          Oh, we fucking destroyed them! Rozanov was a fucking
          
            beast
          
          ! I’m pretty sure he broke Comeau’s ribs with that check in the second period
        


          Nov 25
          
            •
          
          
            1,547 likes
          
        



          Vance_Lance
        

          Dude, that fight??? 👀 I don’t know what Gagnon said to Rozanov (if anything), but I’m just going to assume he deserved to get his ass beat
        


          Nov 25
          
            •
          
          
            1,602 likes
          
        










      

  












      Chapter 20: Dec 2017
  



    Chapter Notes

      
        See the end of the chapter for notes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Dec 3, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      497,579 likes
      
      
      14,922 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        ZaneBoodram, JJ_Boiziau
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Thank you to everyone who came out to support the official announcement ceremony and fundraiser for the Irina Foundation. Thank you @IlyaRozanov81 for helping me make this crazy idea a reality. Thank you to my mom, @YunaHollander for all your help.

This is a passion project that means a lot to both myself and Rozanov. The Irina Foundation will include a volunteer-run hockey camp to share the joy of hockey while raising money and awareness for mental health organizations.

Check out @IrinaFoundation or IrinaFoundation . com for more info.
    


          Oh.here.are.the.coffee.mugs
        

          Oh, so they really are friends? I kind of forgot about that detail in the article with the whole gay marriage/team trade fiasco that happened over the summer.
        


          Dec 3
          
            •
          
          
            788 likes
          
        



          DanTheMan
        

          Wow, that’s so amazing! What a great cause. I always assumed Rozanov was a heartless asshole, but if Shane Hollander is vouching for him, then I am willing to admit that I was wrong. (unless I was right and he’s about to take advantage of Hollander, in which case, we ride at dawn!)
        


          Dec 3
          
            •
          
          
            594 likes
          
        



          Hollander_fanclub
        

          What a year for Shane Hollander! He came out, got married, went through the immigration process to sponsor his husband, switched to a not-homophobic team, and is now starting a charity with his apparent bestie, Ilya Rozanov? What a whirlwind!
        


          Dec 3
          
            •
          
          
            512 likes
          
        



          LucaHaas
        

          I’ve never signed up so fast for something in my life!
        


          Dec 3
          
            •
          
          
            671 likes
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        IlyaRozanov81
        
          •
        
        Dec 3, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      527,556 likes
      
      
      15,336 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Cliff_Marlow, SvetlanaV
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    

      Thank you to everyone who came out to support the official announcement ceremony and fundraiser for the Irina Foundation. Thank you @ShaneHollanderOfficial for coming up with this idea and asking for my help. Thank you to @YunaHollander for all your support bringing this idea to reality.

This is a cause that is very important to me. We decided to name it The Irina Foundation after my mother, Irina, who took her own life after struggling with depression for many years.

The Irina Foundation will include a volunteer-run hockey camp to share the joy of hockey while raising money and awareness for mental health organizations. Check out @IrinaFoundation or IrinaFoundation . com for more info.
    


          GregHockeyHead
        

          A rivalry-run charity was certainly not on my bingo card.
        


          Dec 3
          
            •
          
          
            622 likes
          
        



          KrissyCallings
        

          Oh, man, I had no idea about Rozanov’s mom. That’s so sad. Did Hollander know about his mom? Is that why he approached Rozanov with the idea? I didn’t realize they were that close.
        


          Dec 3
          
            •
          
          
            591 likes
          
        



          NumberSix
        

          I’m impressed that Rozanov is willing to be associated with Hollander after everything going on in the press about him. I know how some Russian players really try to distance themselves from that stuff or are outwardly homophobic. I’m glad that Rozanov is so supportive.
        


          Dec 3
          
            •
          
          
            337 likes
          
        



          Rozanov_fanclub
        

          I was a fan before, and now am even more of a fan! Don’t let the haters get to you. Your true fans know that you have a heart of gold. Nothing about this surprises me to hear.
        


          Dec 3
          
            •
          
          
            754 likes
          
        



          AnnaBanana
        

          Such an important cause. I lost my brother to suicide in 2011. RIP Brian 🕊️. So sorry to hear you lost your mom that way. Donated.
        


          Dec 3
          
            •
          
          
            641 likes
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        ZaneBoodram
        
          •
        
        Dec 10, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      87,652 likes
      
      
      527 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Selena_Chouinard, Cassie.Boodram
      
      and others
    


      ZaneBoodram
    

      Night out with my boys!!! @ShaneHollanderOfficial and @NickChouinard
    


          LucaHaas
        

          Wait, you went out without me? Why wasn’t I invited?
        


          Dec 10
          
            •
          
          
            5 likes
          
        



          ZaneBoodram
        

          @LucaHaas, The grown ups needed a break from the kids. Married players only. You’ll understand one day.
        


          Dec 10
          
            •
          
          
            53 likes
          
        



          LaPoint.and.shoot
        

          @ZaneBoodram, @ShaneHollanderOfficial, Luca is pouting pretty hard. You better bring him back a dessert!
        


          Dec 10
          
            •
          
          
            18 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Dec 24, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      87,226 likes
      
      
      227 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        ZaneBoodram, RoseLandryOfficial
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      First Christmas together!
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          First? First!? You spent almost a decade missing holidays with each other??? That’s so sad!
        


          Dec 24
          
            •
          
          
            34 likes
          
        



          Jackie_Pike_35
        

          Merry Christmas, Shane and Husband!!!
        


          Dec 24
          
            •
          
          
            27 likes
          
        



          LucaHaas
        

          Merry Christmas, Cap!
        


          Dec 24
          
            •
          
          
            16 likes
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        IlyaRozanov81
        
          •
        
        Dec 24, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      88,741 likes
      
      
      674 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        ShaneHollanderOfficial, SvetlanaV
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    

      Best chicken parmesan 🧑‍🍳🤤❤️
    


          ConnorConnors
        

          Dude, where
          
            are
          
          you? Everyone’s at Marlow’s right now for the holiday party.
        


          Dec 24
          
            •
          
          
            224 likes
          
        



          Ryan_Price
        

          Hey, man. I don’t know if you celebrate, but Merry Christmas! Hope you are doing well.
        


          Dec 24
          
            •
          
          
            574 likes
          
        



          SvetlanaV
        

          ❤️
        


          Dec 24
          
            •
          
          
            17 likes
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        ZaneBoodram
        
          •
        
        Dec 26, 2017
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      67,019 likes
      
      
      512 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        ShaneHollanderOfficial, Cassie.Boodram
      
      and others
    


      ZaneBoodram
    

      Thanks everyone for coming out for the annual Boxing Day party!
    


          LucaHaas
        

          Wait, what??? Is that Ilya Rozanov!!?? Of all the times to get sick 😭
        


          Dec 26
          
            •
          
          
            66 likes
          
        



          Holmberg.with.the.berg
        

          @LucaHaas 😂 Yep. You missed a hell of a party. Cap brought him. He was apparently in the area to do some work on the Irina Foundation.
        


          Dec 26
          
            •
          
          
            61 likes
          
        



          Tanner_Dillon
        

          That was a blast!!!
        


          Dec 26
          
            •
          
          
            21 likes
          
        









  
    Chapter End Notes

    Are we maybe flying a bit close to sun? Perhaps, but my boys deserve sunshine!

Also, lol, all the comments about the Holonov accounts losing their minds. I liked someone's suggestion that they are freaking out on a private discord channel, spinning about how no one has figured it out. So, let's go with that. Let's just assume that for any comments speculating on Shane's Instagram posts that get too close to guessing the truth, he is just deleting those before they gain traction.

Again, people can speculate, but Ilya and Shane cannot and will not publicly confirm their marriage. But they will for sure put the other part of the plan in action: hard launch friendship and foundation partners.

And I *needed* to have a fix-it moment for the boxing day party.


  


      

  












      Chapter 21: Jan-May 2018
  


    Chapter Summary

    This is a longer one, so be sure to let the page fully load before scrolling through to let the images load properly.
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Jan 20, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      126,167 likes
      
      
      378 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Tanner_Dillon, Hollander_fanclub
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Living my best life caught in this snow globe with you.
    


          Jackie_Pike_35
        

          I hope you are ready for the blizzard. It’s supposed to hit you guys pretty hard. Stock up if you haven’t already!
        


          Jan 20
          
            •
          
          
            96 likes
          
        



          RoseLandryOffiical
        

          Cuties!
        


          Jan 20
          
            •
          
          
            551 likes
          
        



          JJ_Boiziau
        

          Hehe, enjoy getting snowed in with Husband!!! 😉
        


          Jan 20
          
            •
          
          
            68 likes
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        IlyaRozanov81
        
          •
        
        Jan 20, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      67,117 likes
      
      
      228 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        B.Hammersmith, Rozanov_fanclub
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    


          ConnorConnors
        

          Dude, where
          
            are
          
          you? You know we are about to get snowed in, right? Coach says we all have to be back at the hotel before the storm hits.
        


          Jan 20
          
            •
          
          
            214 likes
          
        



          Cliff_Marlow
        

          I’ve got you brother. Just be back in time for our flight (coach says still delayed, probably tomorrow or day after?)
        


          Jan 20
          
            •
          
          
            741 likes
          
        



          Ryan.Carmichael
        

          Of fucking course Cap made a jailbeak before the storm hit.
        


          Jan 20
          
            •
          
          
            674 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Jan 21, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      92,579 likes
      
      
      684 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Dogs_with_Ashley, Cassie.Boodram
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Lucky to be snowed in with you.
    


          YunaHollander
        

          Stay safe, you two! This blizzard’s supposed to last at least another day. Do you have enough food?
        


          Jan 21
          
            •
          
          
            27 likes
          
        



          ZaneBoodram
        

          We’ve got three feet over here. How is it where you are?
        


          Jan 21
          
            •
          
          
            16 likes
          
        



          LucaHaas
        

          Snow Day!!!
        


          Jan21
          
            •
          
          
            22 likes
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        LucaHaas
        
          •
        
        Jan 25, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      842 likes
      
      
      226 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        David_Hollander, OttawaHomeboy
      
      and others
    


      LucaHaas
    

      Back on the road. Cap swears that that green monstrosity tastes good.
    


          HaydenPike35
        

          The green smoothie lives on!
        


          Jan 25
          
            •
          
          
            24 likes
          
        



          Hollander_fanclub
        

          Anyone who knows Hollander knows about his obsession with his green smoothies. This is cannon.
        


          Jan 25
          
            •
          
          
            16 likes
          
        



          Boyle_Hockey
        

          I tried it once. It wasn’t actually as gross as it looks.
        


          Jan 25
          
            •
          
          
            35 likes
          
        





[image: ShaneHollanderOfficial profile image]


        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Feb 14, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      226,411 likes
      
      
      541 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        RoseLandryOfficial, IlyaRozanov81
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Thank you for the flowers, my love. Happy Valentines Day. ❤️❤️❤️
    


          Whitney1124
        

          Oh, lilies are my favorite flowers! I think they make the most unique bouquets! Much better than roses!
        


          Feb 14
          
            •
          
          
            115 likes
          
        



          Hollander_fanclub
        

          Oh, Husband is doing a good job with this one! Sad you can’t celebrate together (stupid hockey!), but flowers are a nice second.
        


          Feb 14
          
            •
          
          
            84 likes
          
        



          Jackie_Pike_35
        

          Awww, those are gorgeous, Shane! Good job, Husband!
        


          Feb 14
          
            •
          
          
            98 likes
          
        





[image: LucaHaas profile image]


        LucaHaas
        
          •
        
        Mar 1, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      1,557 likes
      
      
      438 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Zane.Boodram, Young_but_not_dumb
      
      and others
    


      LucaHaas
    

      Polling the people. What do you think Shane Hollander listens to when he works out?
    


          PeteHockeyBro
        

          He seems like the classic rock type
        


          Mar 1
          
            •
          
          
            52 likes
          
        



          Hollander_fanclub
        

          Hockey podcasts?
        


          Mar 1
          
            •
          
          
            114 likes
          
        



          JJ_Boiziau
        

          I’ve let this man steal my aux. I can guarantee it is something French.
        


          Mar 1
          
            •
          
          
            228 likes
          
        





[image: IlyaRozanov81 profile image]


        IlyaRozanov81
        
          •
        
        Mar 12, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      1,557 likes
      
      
      438 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        SvetlanaV, ShaneHollanderOffiical
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    


          ConnorConnors
        

          Dude, where the fuck are you
          
            going
          
          ? We have practice tomorrow afternoon.
        


          Mar 12
          
            •
          
          
            117 likes
          
        



          B.Hammersmith
        

          Dude, if you miss practice tomorrow, you know coach is going to kill you, right?
        


          Mar 12
          
            •
          
          
            274 likes
          
        



          Cliff_Marlow
        

          Say hi to Jane for us!
        


          Mar 12
          
            •
          
          
            874 likes
          
        



          Rozanov_fanclub
        

          @Cliff_Marlow, what’s this? Who’s this Jane? Wait, did someone lock down Rozanov?
        


          Mar 12
          
            •
          
          
            741 likes
          
        





[image: ShaneHollanderOfficial profile image]


        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Mar 12, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      268,974 likes
      
      
      533 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        JJ_Boiziau, Scott_Hunter_Official
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      A short overlap, but even a few hours with you eases the sting of all the time apart. Only a few more months of this.
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          It probably isn’t healthy how obsessed I am with this relationship. The world needs more love! We need Shane Hollander to get more time with his husband! Come on universe (and hockey schedules)!
        


          Mar 12
          
            •
          
          
            478 likes
          
        



          Kolya.Andropov
        

          It’s good to see you so happy, Cap. Wanna meet up next time you’re in Montreal?
        


          Mar 12
          
            •
          
          
            55 likes
          
        



          ShaneHollanderOfficial
        

          @Kolya.Andropov, let’s make it happen. @JJ_Boiziau, @HaydenPike35, you in?
        


          Mar 12
          
            •
          
          
            27 likes
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        OttawaCentaurs
        
          •
        
        Apr 3, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      391,111 likes
      
      
      3,920 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Caitlin_Dykstra, JJ_Boiziau
      
      and others
    


      OttawaCentaurs
    

      Ahead of today’s game against Montreal, we asked defenseman Evan Dykstra how he was feeling about facing the Metros following November’s eventful game.

“This is the strongest our defense has ever been. The stakes have never been higher. We’re a family, and nobody hurts or threatens one of our own without having to answer for it. If Montreal thinks they can touch Hollander, they’re got another thing coming. Because over my dead body are you getting near my man.”
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          This is all I ever wanted for Hollander (a fucking team that watched his back, which is apparently a tall order)
        


          Apr 3
          
            •
          
          
            478 likes
          
        



          DanTheMan
        

          Post game, check in: that wasn’t as bad as I was expecting. Dykstra was a beast tonight. Honestly everyone was. Between our defense and how fast Hollander was on the ice, no one could touch him tonight. No idea how the on ice language was, but I didn’t hear anything bad like last time
        


          Apr 3
          
            •
          
          
            966 likes
          
        



          PeteHockeyBro
        

          Can we talk about how JJ Boiziau (from the Metros) checked one of his own teammates who was trying to go after Hollander when he didn’t even have the puck?
        


          Apr 3
          
            •
          
          
            1,478 likes
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        Kolya.Andropov
        
          •
        
        Apr 3, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      5,147 likes
      
      
      253 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Carter_Vaughn, Jackie_Pike_35
      
      and others
    


      Kolya.Andropov
    

      Team’s not the same without you, Cap. I’m glad you’re somewhere that treats you right, but I sure as fuck miss you. Thanks for coming out tonight after the game!
    


          HaydenPike35
        

          Dream team back together! Shane, you were always the best of us!
        


          Apr 3
          
            •
          
          
            113 likes
          
        



          Hollander_fanclub
        

          Aww, he looks so happy with his boys! I’m so bummed that the majority of the Metros decided to suck. There were clearly some good guys in there.
        


          Apr 3
          
            •
          
          
            57 likes
          
        



          JJ_Boiziau
        

          Any night with Capitaine is a good night!
        


          Apr 3
          
            •
          
          
            47 likes
          
        



          ShaneHollanderOfficial
        

          I’ll always be grateful that you stood by me. Thank you for last night. I had a blast!
        


          Apr 4
          
            •
          
          
            857 likes
          
        





[image: ShaneHollanderOfficial profile image]


        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Apr 14, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      300,114 likes
      
      
      1,857 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Scott_Hunter_Official, RoseLandry Official
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      The calm before the storm. Soaking up these moments together before playoff madness.
    


          Hollander_fanclub
        

          Okay, first off, yay, Husband! Second, can we take a moment to appreciate that Shane Hollander is taking the Centaurs to the playoffs for the first time in… (checks notes) 30 years.
        


          Apr 14
          
            •
          
          
            1,375 likes
          
        



          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          When will I ever be normal about this couple? Anyway, I’m fucking stoked. Let’s go Centaurs!
        


          Apr 14
          
            •
          
          
            881 likes
          
        



          Jackie_Pike_35
        

          The Pike house is excited to cheer for Ottawa! (yes, even Hayden)
        


          55m
          
            •
          
          
            227 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Apr 28, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      589,747 likes
      
      
      874 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        IlyaRozanov81, HaydenPike35
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Playoff vibes. Couldn’t be more proud of my team for pushing hard to get this far.
    


          JJ_Boiziau
        

          Rooting for you, Capitaine! (and not just because the Metros are out, we didn’t stand a chance without you).
        


          Apr 28
          
            •
          
          
            374 likes
          
        



          Scott_Hunter_Official
        

          You’ve been killing it, rook! See you on the ice! May the best gay win!
        


          Apr 28
          
            •
          
          
            558 likes
          
        



          OttawaHomeboy
        

          This has been the craziest year of my life. What a time to be a Centaur fan!
        


          Apr 28
          
            •
          
          
            228 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        May 2, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      220,874 likes
      
      
      1,074 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Kip_Grady, Evan.Dykstra
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      I’m so proud of the Centaurs for making it to the second round. Getting to bring playoff hockey back to Ottawa and make the run we did was something special. I have a good feeling about next year. I think we’ll take it all the way.

Now, it’s time to recover. Thankfully I am in good hands.
    


          YunaHollander
        

          You did great, sweetie! Rest up! You deserve it!
        


          May 2
          
            •
          
          
            78 likes
          
        



          ZaneBoodram
        

          In all my years on this team, I never had a season like this. Playoffs were greuling but so fun! Next year for sure is our year!
        


          May 2
          
            •
          
          
            257 likes
          
        



          Scott_Hunter_Official
        

          You did great, Hollander! I’ll win this one for the gays again this year.
        


          May 2
          
            •
          
          
            174 likes
          
        










      

  












      Chapter 22: Jun-Aug 2018
  








  [image: IlyaRozanov81 profile image]


        IlyaRozanov81
        
          •
        
        Jun 11, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      128,337 likes
      
      
      681 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        JJ_Boiziau, Jackie_Pike_35
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    


          ConnorConnors
        

          Dude, what the fuck? Are you in
          
            Canada
          
          right now? You know they’ll never let you in a Dunkin’s now?
        


          Jun 11
          
            •
          
          
            1,091 likes
          
        



          Cliff_Marlow
        

          Have fun with Jane 😊
        


          Jun 11
          
            •
          
          
            610 likes
          
        



          Rozanov_fanclub
        

          Hmm… Normally Rozanov spends the summers in Russia. But I don’t think he’s gone back since his father’s funeral. So… Canada now? Who is this Jane?? Does she live in Canada??? Also, no confirmation yet on a re-signing with Boston. Somebody tell me something! What's going on???
        


          Jun 11
          
            •
          
          
            694 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
        
          •
        
        Jun 24, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      198,774 likes
      
      
      774 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        NickChoinard, Cassie.Boodram
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      Now, I’ve got you. Here’s to being together, in the same place, forever.
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          Oh! They are finally together! As in the long-distance era is over? Oh, thank God!
        


          Jun 24
          
            •
          
          
            492 likes
          
        



          Kolya.Andropov
        

          ♥️♥️♥️
        


          Jun 24
          
            •
          
          
            156 likes
          
        



          RoseLandryOfficial
        

          I’m happy for you, Shane ♥️
        


          Jun 24
          
            •
          
          
            874 likes
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        IlyaRozanov81
        
          •
        
        Jun 25, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      211,616 likes
      
      
      882 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Ryan_Price, Jackie_Pike_35
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    


          Cliff_Marlow
        

          Cool duck, bro
        


          Jun 25
          
            •
          
          
            872 likes
          
        



          SvetlanaV
        

          О, посмотрите-ка на тебя! Теперь ты любишь гагару! ❤️
        


          Jun 25
          
            •
          
          
            274 likes
          
        



          KrissyCallings
        

          Is that a loon?
        


          Jun 25
          
            •
          
          
            597 likes
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        NHLTradeAlert
        
          •
        
        Jul 1, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      341,874 likes
      
      
      8,978 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        JJ_Boiziau, DanTheMan
      
      and others
    


      NHLTradeAlert
    

      
        
          SIGNING ALERT
        
      

In a surprising move, Ilya Rozanov signed with the Ottawa Centaurs instead of re-signing with his drafting team, Boston Raiders. He signed a seven-year contract carrying a $6 million AAV
    


          Nicholas.Sports.Weirdo
        

          I’m sorry, what? I think I somehow woke up in some parallel universe in which
          
            Ilya Rozanov
          
          decided to play for
          
            Ottawa
          
          for
          
            way less money
          
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            2,474 likes
          
        



          Armchair_Critic
        

          This is career suicide. What is he thinking???
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            843 likes
          
        



          Boston_so_fuck_you_too
        

          Are you fucking kidding me?  Why the fuck would you ever leave Boston?!
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            551 likes
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        OttawaCentaurs
        
          •
        
        Jul 1, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      549,553 likes
      
      
      4,874 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        ShaneHollanderOfficial, Zane.Boodram
      
      and others
    


      OttawaCentaurs
    

      Welcome, Ilya Rozanov to the Ottawa Centaurs! We are so excited to have you join us!
    


          OttawaHomeboy
        

          Guys, you have to stop this! I don’t think my heart can take this anymore. First, Hollander, now Rozanov? I wasn’t trained to have hope in my team.
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            481 likes
          
        



          LucaHaas
        

          Wait, what? @ShaneHollanderOfficial, did you know about this??? Is this real life??? All my dreams are coming true.
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            742 likes
          
        



          PeteHockeyBro
        

          I don’t know who is racking up all this good karma for Ottawa, but keep it up!
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            487 likes
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        BostonRaiders
        
          •
        
        Jul 1, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      247,889 likes
      
      
      8,745 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Cliff_Marlow, ConnorConnors
      
      and others
    


      BostonRaiders
    

      Nine years ago, Ilya Rozanov arrived in Boston and changed this organization forever. Over nine incredible seasons, he became a Stanley Cup champion, our captain, and one of the greatest players to ever wear a Raiders jersey. He gave everything he had to this team, to this city, and to our fans.

While we’re sad to see him go, we’re incredibly grateful for everything he gave us.

Thank you for the memories. Thank you for the Cup. Thank you for nine unforgettable years.

Once a Raider, always a Raider. ❤️
    


          WalterFalter
        

          What? No. This cannot be. He isn’t allowed to leave. Why would he leave us? For Ottawa? No, I don’t believe it (I am heavily in denial, do not wake me from my delusions)
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            227 likes
          
        



          Bostonian4Life
        

          Traitor!!!
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            550 likes
          
        



          RobSams
        

          Did we skimp on his contract or something? Why the fuck would he not resign with Boston?
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            476 likes
          
        



          RyanHoops
        

          @RobSams, he signed for a paycut to sign with Ottawa. I don’t think it was about money. No one knows why he’d sign with Ottawa. He’s been tight lipped all year, no one knew he was planning on leaving.
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            337 likes
          
        





[image: IlyaRozanov81 profile image]


        IlyaRozanov81
        
          •
        
        Jul 1, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      674,254 likes
      
      
      6,784 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        SvetlanaV, YunaHollander
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    

      A decade ago I was drafted onto the best team.

Boston, you took this scrappy kid from Russia and called me your own. You loved me and I loved you right back. Thank you for all the good years. I had a blast.

It’s time for my next adventure. I can’t wait to play on the same team as my best friend, Shane Hollander, who has always been my equal on and off the ice. We play good hockey, we work well together. We are going to build something special, just you wait.

Ottawa, here I come!
    


          Centerofthelolipop
        

          Wait, did he trade to play on the same team as Hollander? What in the twilight zone???
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            592 likes
          
        



          Cliff_Marlow
        

          I’m gonna miss you, man. Also fuck you very much, I thought I was your best friend.
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            974 likes
          
        



          ShaneHollanderOfficial
        

          So stoked to have you on the team! We’re going to be unstoppable once they stop pitting us against each other!
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            1,541 likes
          
        



          ConnorConnors
        

          Dude, you were just gonna dip on us like that?
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            587 likes
          
        



          Rozanov_fanclub
        

          Wow! Okay, wow. This is… okay, give me a second. I am just wrapping my head around this… Okay, it’s wrapped. Yeah, let’s fucking go! Rozanov is such a good guy, and from what I’ve heard, so is Hollander. Between them coming out as friends and starting a charity together, I’m really excited to see what them on the same team will be like! They were amazing in that one All-Stars game. Apparently I’m gonna be rooting for Ottawa now.
        


          Jul 1
          
            •
          
          
            1,229 likes
          
        





[image: IlyaRozanov81 profile image]


        IlyaRozanov81
        
          •
        
        Jul 2, 2018
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      128,337 likes
      
      
      681 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Shane Hollander, SvetlanaV
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    


          Ryan.Carmichael
        

          Gonna miss you, Cap! Best of luck in Ottawa!
        


          Jul 4
          
            •
          
          
            608 likes
          
        



          Cliff_Marlow
        

          Promise you’ll come back to visit? Don’t forget where you came from (Boston, of course. Russia? Never heard of it)
        


          Jul 4
          
            •
          
          
            610 likes
          
        



          Rozanov_fanclub
        

          Wow, okay, so this is really happening. We are moving to Ottawa!
        


          Jul 4
          
            •
          
          
            866 likes
          
        






          C
        



          Centaurs 🐎
        




          Today at 2:18 PM
        



          
            Boodram
          
        


            So, Cap gave me permission to carry on the tradition of being the one to add new players to the group chat
          




            So…
          




            Y’all know what to do
          




            
              
                Ilya Rozanov added to the chat
              
            
          




            And… go!
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            What?
          




          
            Boodram
          
        


            Welcome to the Centaurs group chat!
          




            Hollander gave me your number to add
          




          
            Hollander
          
        


            😁
          




          
            Dykstra
          
        


            Fuck yeah!
          




            I am so stoked!
          




            Oh, yeah
          




            Welcome, Rozanov!
          




          
            Choinard
          
        


            Welcome
          




            I know we are no Boston
          




            But we have a solid group here
          




            I hope you love it as much as we do
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Ah, yes. I have heard very good things about team from Hollander
          




            Good impressions from party too
          




            Am very excited to be here
          




            Will be good, I think
          




            I hope
          




          
            Hayes
          
        


            I can also vouch
          




            A good group of guys here
          




            And, welcome!
          




            Happy to have you here
          




          
            Dillon
          
        


            Oh, this is awesome
          




            I was convinced I was hallucinating that announcement
          




            So it’s real?
          




            Rozanov, you’re really joining the Centaurs
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Yes
          




            I am all your dreams coming true
          




            You are welcome
          


            
              Reaction:
            
            12😂
          




          
            Boyle
          
        


            😂
          




            Oh, man
          




            You are going to fit in just fine
          




          
            Harris
          
        


            Welcome, Rozanov!
          




            I’m Harris. I didn't get to formally meet you at the Boxing Day party.I’m not actually a player. I’m the social media manager
          




          
            Dillon
          
        


            Come on, Harris, don’t do yourself like that
          




            You’re one of us!
          




          
            Holmberg
          
        


            Oh, yeah, we gonna win the cup for sure now
          




            Also, yeah, welcome!
          




          
            LaPoint
          
        


            Oh, this is gonna be so sick
          




            Take that Kyle, who said the Centaurs would never amount to anything!
          




          
            Boyle
          
        


            Yeah, take that Kyle!
          




            Who’s Kyle?
          




          
            LaPoint
          
        


            Some kid from my U18 AAA
          




          
            Boyle
          
        


            Yeah, fuck Kyle!
          




          
            Young
          
        


            Welcome Rozanov!
          




            I’ve been a huge fan for forever
          




            This is gonna be freaking awesome
          




            Speaking of…
          




            Should someone check on Haas?
          




            He’s been awefully quiet
          




          
            Boodram
          
        


            Haas
          




            You good?
          




          
            Dykstra
          
        


            Haas
          




          
            Choinard
          
        


            Haas
          




          
            Boyle
          
        


            Haas
          




            Luca!!!
          




          
            Holmberg
          
        


            Haas
          




          
            LaPoint
          
        


            Haas
          




          
            Hollander
          
        


            Hey, guys
          




            Don’t scare the kid
          




            Haas
          




            It’s okay
          




            Rozanov doesn’t bite
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            I don’t?
          




            You sure about that Hollander?
          




          
            Hollander
          
        


            Shut up
          




          
            Haas
          
        


            Um, hi
          




            Sorry. I’m just a really big fan
          




            I’m really excited to play with you
          




            Thank you
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            You are welcome
          




            Is an honor, I know
          




          
            Hollander
          
        


            Ilya
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Hello everyone and especially Haas who is apparently a very big fan which is very understandable since I am number one player in all of NHL
          




          
            Hollander
          
        


            Fuck you, you know I’m number one
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            And who was number one draft pick?
          




          
            Hollander
          
        


            Do you really want to do this here?
          




            We can pull up the numbers again
          




            Or better yet, should we ask Svetlana?
          




          
            Young
          
        


            👀
          




          
            Boyle
          
        


            👀
          




          
            Dillon
          
        


            👀
          




          
            Holmberg
          
        


            👀
          




          
            Harris
          
        


            👀
          




          
            Dykstra
          
        


            So, is this what it’s gonna be like?
          




          
            Hollander
          
        


            We’re not that bad
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            No, we’re worse
          




          
            Hollander
          
        


            Ilya
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            😇
          




          
            Hayes
          
        


            Oh, this is going to be fun!
          




            Hey, roll call. Who’s doing the Irinina Foundation hockey camp next month?
          




            ✋
          




          
            Dykstra
          
        


            ✋
          




          
            Haas
          
        


            ✋
          




          
            Couinard
          
        


            ✋
          




          
            Boodram
          
        


            ✋
          




          
            LaPoint
          
        


            ✋
          




          
            Young
          
        


            ✋
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Wow
          




            This is very meaningful
          




            Thank you all
          




            I am very excited to get to know you all proper
          




            Hollander was not lying when he said you are best team he’s ever played on. Very good guys.
          


            
              Reaction:
            
            11❤️
          




          
            Young
          
        


            Awww, Cap, you bragged about us?
          




          
            Hollander
          
        


            Okay, this is becoming a whole thing
          




            Yeah, you guys are great
          




            Welcome, Rozanov
          




            It’s going to be good to have you on the team
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            😊
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      1,468 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Zane.Boodram, Carter_Vaughn
      
      and others
    


      IrinaFoundation
    

      Our first hockey camp was a huge success! Shane and Ilya want to extend a heartfelt thanks to everyone who volunteered, donated, and signed up. Together, we were able to share the joy of hockey with 30 kids, and raised 1.9 million to donate to mental health organizations.
    


          LucaHaas
        

          Teaching hockey to little ones? Working with Shane Hollander? Working with Ilya Rozanov? I am seriously living the best life. Thanks for letting be part of this!
        


          Aug 10
          
            •
          
          
            478 likes
          
        



          Scott_Hunter_Official
        

          You are building something great. Proud of you, Rook. Already signed up for doing another year.
        


          Aug 10
          
            •
          
          
            774 likes
          
        



          Hayden_Pike_35
        

          The kids had a blast!!! Can’t wait for next year’s.
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            419 likes
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        ShaneHollanderOfficial
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      611,874 likes
      
      
      5,471 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Jackie_Pike_35, YunaHollander
      
      and others
    


      ShaneHollanderOfficial
    

      One year ago, you said yes to being my husband. You said yes to this wild ride. I wake up every day counting my blessings that I get to be married to you. Happy anniversary, my love
    


          Dogs_with_Ashley
        

          Oh, wow, we’ve been doing this for over a year. Wait… does that mean we are nearing a Husband reveal?
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            588 likes
          
        



          RoseLandryOfficial
        

          Happy Anniversary, Shane!!! I’m so happy you found happiness!
        


          Aug 22
          
            •
          
          
            741 likes
          
        



          Kolya.Andropov
        

          Happy Anniversary, Cap!
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            119 likes
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      912 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Shane Hollander, Jackie_Pike_35
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    

      ❤️
    


          Ryan_Price
        

          That looks really peaceful. Hope you are having a good summer
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            1,057 likes
          
        



          SvetlanaV
        

          ❤️
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            106 likes
          
        



          VictorSt-Simon
        

          Pretty
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            287 likes
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      279,661 likes
      
      
      912 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Shane Hollander, SvetlanaV
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    


          ConnorConnors
        

          So… I guess you’re committing to the Canadian life now. Wow.
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            872 likes
          
        



          Cliff_Marlow
        

          Not gonna lie, that looks fucking good
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            •
          
          
            914 likes
          
        



          Zane.Boodram
        

          One of us! Welcome to the Canada life.
        


          Aug 28
          
            •
          
          
            771 likes
          
        










      

  












      Chapter 23: Marlow
  



    Chapter Notes

      Alright everyone, strap in, it's Ilya's turn finally! You have been oh so patient.

Also, don't freak out, but the chapter number is going up. The fic *is* done. Chapter 27 is the technical final chapter I originally planned and wrote up to.

Some bonus chapters are in the works, because these two cuties will not leave my brain alone, and I'm having way too much fun. The exact number may fluctuate depending on how inspired I get. I'm working on them now, and fingers crossed I can get them done in time to keep up with the daily posting schedule I set. We'll see!

Alright, back to the story!


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  M


Marlow



Today at 3:37pm


 Ilya 

Hey, man, are you free? I have some news. Want to tell you now that I can before it hits the internet



 Marlow 

Did you get Jane pregnant?



OMG, am I about to be an uncle?



 Ilya 

No



Sadly, Jane cannot get pregnant. Not for lack of trying 😉



 Marlow 

Fuck, man. I’m so sorry. That’s rough.



 Ilya 

Jane says I’m misleading you and it’s not fair to you 🙄



I’m going to video call and you will understand.





 
In a moment that brought him back to that video call a year prior to Svetlana, Ilya held up his camera so that it captured Shane sitting next to him as his friend’s face popped up on his phone.
“Hey, man,” Marlow greeted. “So what’s going on? Oh, hey Hollander. How’s it going?”
“Marlow, I wanted you to meet my husband,” Ilya grinned at his friend.
Marlow rolled his eyes. “Yeah, I know Hollander. We’ve met.”
“Yes, but he is my husband,” Ilya said, a slight furrow of confusion overtaking his face.
“Yeah, yeah, I get it,” Marlow placated. “You left me for your new work husband Hollander. Now I have to go and find a new husband on the team. Connors is trying to buddy up now that you’ve gone, but he and I will never have what you and I had.”
Ilya’s face scrunched up in full blown confusion as he felt Shane shake next to him in silent laughter. Ilya’s face swung to look at his husband. “What is happening? Why is he not shocked? What is this about Connors? Moy lyubimy, I promise, I did not marry Marlow before you. I only married you.”
Shane threw his head back and laughed so hard he had to wipe away a tear. Marlow watched on in amused confusion. “Ilya, he thinks you mean that I’m your new work husband.”
Ilya turned back to Marlow with a serious expression. “Da. Shane Hollander is my work husband now.”
“No, Ilya,” Shane cut in. “Work husband. It’s… it’s an idiom. People don’t actually mean husband you go to work with. It means a co-worker you have a really close relationship with, and act like a married couple at work, but not at home.”
“But you are husband at work and at home,” Ilya clarified.
Shane nodded. “Yes.”
“So what do I call you?” Ilya asked Shane.
“Husband,” Shane supplied.
“That’s what I said!” Ilya exclaimed, gesturing at his phone, where Marlow sat, watching them bicker with growing confusion.
“Wait, what’s going on?” Marlow asked.
“I got married!” Ilya shouted, irritated at his friend. “This is my husband! Shane Hollander!”
Marlow blinked at them. He opened his mouth five separate times before closing it, seeming to struggle to find any adequate response.
“I thought…” Marlow managed. “I thought you were with Jane.”
“I am,” Ilya said.
“Oh, so it like an open marriage thing?” Marlow asked. “No judgement. I have a cousin who’s in one of those.”
Ilya’s brow furrowed in confusion again while Shane started shaking with laughter next to him. Ilya turned to his husband, seeking clarification yet again to understand.
“He thinks you married me and are dating Jane on the side,” Shane supplied.
Ilya’s eyes cut back to Marlow. “Marlow, I think you need to retire.”
“What?!” Marlow objected.
“You have had too many concussions.”
“Fuck you,” Marlow grumbled. “But I do have to retire after my next one.”
Ilya gestured at his phone to Shane. “Moy lyubimy, I do not know how to talk to my idiot friend. He does not understand that I married you and love no one else.”
Shane sighed and took the phone from Ilya’s hand. “Hey, Marlow. I am Jane. I’ve been Jane in Ilya’s phone for the last decade. We couldn’t tell anyone because it wasn’t safe for Ilya because of Russia. I don’t know if you were tracking what was going on with me the last year, but I came out and got married. Ilya and I eloped last year. He just got his permanent residency, so it’s now safe to tell people about us. Ilya wanted to tell you before you found out from online.”
“Da, that’s what I said!” Ilya cut in petulantly.
“Wait, you married Shane Hollander?!” Marlow yelled. 
“That’s what I’ve been trying to tell you!!” Ilya yelled back, now annoyed.
“Holy shit! That’s amazing!” Marlow gushed.
“I know, that’s why I–” Ilya grumbled, looking angrily out the window before Shane placed a hand on his arm.
“Ilya, my love,” Shane cut him off. “You’re friend finally gets it and is telling you he is excited for you.”
Ilya blinked back at his friend on the screen Shane held up. “Wait, what?”
“Oh, man, I… wow. Hang on, this is… wow. Hollander, you have no idea how whipped Rozy was for his Jane. I loved teasing him whenever he blushed at his phone. Wow, I can’t believe that was you.”
Shane smiled at his husband. “Awww, you blushed over my texts?”
“Mmm, no,” Ilya objected. “Marlow is mistaken. Russians do not blush.”
“Oh, my god, you are blushing right now!” Shane accused, pushing a finger into Ilya’s reddening cheeks. Ilya batted away Shane’s finger, which Shane replaced with his lips.
“Awww,” Marlow gushed. “Wow. Shane Hollander. Damn, Roz, you bagged the most eligible bachelor in the league. Fuck, well I guess you leaving me for Ottawa makes way more sense now. Roz, you know that the team would have been cool with this right?”
Ilya shrugged his shoulders. “I thought that they may have been okay, but it was too big a risk if I was wrong. I am sorry I did not tell you the truth.”
Marlow shrugged. “I mean, I wish you had told me. I wouldn’t have judged. And I would have kept it secret for you. But… I get it. The stakes were high.”
“You are not mad?” Ilya asked in a small voice.
Marlow gave Ilya a small smile. “Nah, man. A bit hurt you weren’t sure you could trust me with this, but I’m not mad.”
“I am sorry,” Ilya offered. “I wanted to tell you. I wanted to tell everyone. I was scared.”
Marlow’s expression softened. “That’s sucks man, I’m sorry you couldn’t tell anyone. I bet you’re pumped to tell people now?”
Ilya couldn’t help the excited grin. “Yes! Finally everyone will know that I am lucky husband Shane Hollander has been bragging about for last year. And I finally get to brag about my very hot husband, Shane Hollander.”
Marlow chuckled. “I’m happy for you, Rozy. And thanks for telling me. I’m just bummed that I missed your wedding.”
Ilya shrugged. “You missed first wedding. It was…” Ilya turned to Shane, always forgetting the word.
“Elopement,” Shane supplied.
“Right, it was elopement. Bigger wedding next year with everyone who couldn’t be there for first one. You will be there, yes? You will be my best man?”
“Aww, fuck yeah, I’ll be there! And hell yeah, I’ll be your best man!” Marlow’s excitement was contagious. 
Shane kissed his husband on his cheek. “I’ll let you two catch up,” he offered before waving at the camera. “Bye Marlow.”
“Bye, Shane Hollander!” Marlow waved before turning back to Ilya. “So let’s talk bachelor party…”





  
    Chapter End Notes

    My apologies to Cliff Marlow. Why have I gotten it into my head that he is the dumb but supportive type? This is the second time I've written this man *slow* on the uptake.


  


      

  












      Chapter 24: Boston team chat
  








  
          B
        



          Boston Raiders group chat
        




          Today at 2:20pm
        



          
            Ilya
          
        


            Hey fuckers
          




            I have news
          




          
            Connors
          
        


            WTF?
          




            How are you still in here?
          




            Didn’t you trade teams?
          




            And moved to fucking Canada without a fucking word?
          




            We didn’t even get to throw you a going away party
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Yes
          




            Am sorry
          




            I had secret
          




            Was why I did not tell you
          




            Which was not fair to you all
          




            Am sorry
          




          
            Carmichael
          
        


            What’s going on?
          




            What secret?
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Reason why I moved to Ottawa
          




            Was not because I did not love you all
          




            Is because I love someone very much
          




          
            Hammersmith
          
        


            Jane?
          




            You moved for Jane right?
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Yes
          




            I moved for Jane
          




            My very special Jane
          




          
            Hammersmith
          
        


            What was with all the secrecy then?
          




            You have always been so cagey about her
          




            You know you could have just told us, right?
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Ah
          




            Well
          




            You see
          




            Jane is not a her
          




            Jane is man
          




            Who I married
          




            In secret
          




            Because no one could know
          




            Because of Russia
          




            But now I have permanent residency in Canada
          




            So is safe for me to tell people
          




            So I want to tell you finally
          




            Even though we are not on same team anymore
          




            You are all my friends
          




            Or at least, I hope you are still friends after this
          




            If not, I understand
          




          
            St-Simon
          
        


            Holy shit
          




            Wow
          




            Wait, fuck, you’re married???
          




            When the fuck did you get married???
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Last year
          




          
            St-Simon
          
        


            You’ve been married to a man for a whole fucking year?
          




          
            Connors
          
        


            OMG, this is why you kept on disappearing on us?
          




            Wait, do you all remember when he dipped during that blizzard when we got stuck in Ottawa?
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            😁
          




          
            St-Simon
          
        


            Hang on
          




            Wait
          




            Didn’t Hollander get married to a man last year?
          




            And he’s in Ottawa now
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Ah yes
          




            That would be my husband
          




            😁
          




          
            St-Simon
          
        


            OMG
          




            I
          




            Hold on
          




            No, I need a second
          




            Someone else go now
          




          
            Carmichael
          
        


            Holy shit
          




            That’s fucking insane
          




            But like in a hot way?
          




          
            Connors
          
        


            😆
          




            Carmichael, in a hot way?
          




          
            Carmichael
          
        


            I mean
          




            It’s Hollander
          




            I might not swing that way
          




            But I’m not blind
          




          
            Connors
          
        


            Fair
          




            I mean, I definitely wouldn’t kick him out of bed
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            No
          




            You do not get my husband
          




            No sexy man in your bed
          




            Not mine at least
          




            Or I will have to kill you
          




            Which would be sad
          




            For you
          




            Also, Shane would probably be upset if I got the sheets dirty with all your blood
          




          
            Connors
          
        


            😆
          




            Noted
          




            I will not steal your man if I want to live
          




            Marlow, you’ve been awful quiet
          




            You there man?
          




          
            Marlow
          
        


            I’m here
          




            I found out yesterday
          




            So I’m just letting you all have your moment with it
          




            Also, just gotta double check
          




            Everyone’s cool about this?
          




          
            Carmichael
          
        


            Oh, yeah, we’re cool!
          




          
            Connors
          
        


            Cool
          




          
            St-Simon
          
        


            Cool
          




          
            Sebbin
          
        


            Cool
          




          
            Dubek
          
        


            Cool
          




          
            Varkov
          
        


            Can I abstain?
          




            For Russian reasons
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Is okay, Varkov
          




          
            Varkov
          
        


            Not bad
          




            Just complicated
          




            Happy you are happy?
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            I understand
          




          
            O’Regan
          
        


            I’m cool with it
          




            Also, impressed
          




          
            Feller
          
        


            Doubly impressed
          




            You just landed Hollander?
          




            I wish I had known that was an option
          




          
            Cadyn
          
        


            Feller???
          




          
            Feller
          
        


            🤷
          




            Dude, he’s hot
          




            Clearly, cool with this and a bit jealous
          




          
            Cadyn
          
        


            Cool
          




            Also, definitely want details
          




            How?
          




            Where?
          




            When?
          




            Why is obviously (reference- hotness and hockey)
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            😁
          




            How- I can send you good porn
          




            Where- wherever we were in same place at same time
          




            When- since summer before rookie season
          




          
            Connors
          
        


            Holy shit
          




            That’s
          




            That’s the whole fucking time!
          




          
            St-Simon
          
        


            Wait
          




            What about all those women?
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Ah
          




            Yes, was casual for long time
          




            Became serious last year
          




          
            Connors
          
        


            Wow
          




            Happy for you, man
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            I am happy you are all okay with this
          




            Am sorry I did not tell you all
          




            Was very hard to not tell you
          




          
            Connors
          
        


            I mean, I’m kind of impressed you were able to keep it secret as long as you did
          




            You must have been dying not being able to brag about being married to Shane fucking Hollander
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Was very hard
          




            Clearly am better than all of you
          




          
            Connors
          
        


            🖕
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            😁
          




          
            Marlow
          
        


            Petition to drag Roz back here before the season starts to throw a banger of a going away party?
          


            
              Reaction:
            
            15👍
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Yes, yes, fine
          




            I will return to say proper goodbye
          




            Have to finish final sale on house anyway
          




            Next week?
          


            
              Reaction:
            
            15👍
          




            Okay
          




            Well, I am glad you are all good with this
          




            News will be breaking soon
          




            Wanted you to know from me because I have wanted to be one to tell you for long time
          




          
            Marlow
          
        


            We love you, Roz
          


            
              Reaction:
            
            15❤️
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            I love you all too
          




            Thank you all for being my friends
          




            You will come next year for big wedding?
          




            One where we can invite everyone?
          




          
            Connors
          
        


            Ah, hell yeah!
          




          
            St-Simon
          
        


            Oh, put me down as a fuck yes!
          


            
              Reaction:
            
            15👍
          




            Ain’t no way I’m missing the great Rozanov-Hollander Wedding!!!
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            🥹
          




            You are all better than I deserve
          




            Thank you
          




          
            Marlow
          
        


            Cut that crap out
          




            You deserve the world
          




          
            Ilya
          
        


            Thank you
          




            I have it now
          




            Shane is my whole world
          




            And he’s mine
          




            And now the whole world will know it
          


            
              Reaction:
            
            15❤️
          











      

  












      Chapter 25: Hello Gay Dinosaur!
  



    Chapter Notes

      
        See the end of the chapter for notes
      






  S


Scott Hunter



Today at 6:47pm


 Shane 

So…



My husband got his permanent residency



 Scott 

Holy shit



Does that mean you are about to tell people who he is?



 Shane 

Yep



I figured since you were such a big support, I’d give you the option to find out from me instead of with the masses when we post it.



 Scott 

I’d be honored.



I’ve been so curious and really can’t wait to meet the guy.



 Shane 

😂



 Scott 

???



 Shane 

No, I’m sorry



It’s just…



You’ve met him



 Scott 

???



 Shane 

Is Kip there?



 Scott 

Hang on…



Yeah, he’s here now



 Shane 

Video call?





 
Shane accepted the incoming video request.
“Hey Scott! Hey Kip!” Shane greeted with a wave.
“Hi Shane!” Kip greeted. “How’s it going?”
“It’s going really well,” Shane said conversationally. “I was just telling Scott here that my husband just got his permanent residency status.”
“Shane that’s amazing!” Kip gushed. “That must be such a huge relief.”
Shane nodded. “It is. And it’s really exciting because now we get to start telling people about him.”
“Oh, that’s so great, Shane!” Kip said. “When do we get to meet him?”
“He’s here, would you like to say hi?” Shane said, trying to contain his shit eating grin. 
“Oh my god, yes!” Kip said.
Shane turned his head to the side to call out to the kitchen where Ilya was cleaning up from dinner. “Hey babe!” he called. “Kip and the Gay Dinosaur want to say hi!”
“Hey! What the fuck?” Scott blustered.
Ilya made his way to the living room to plop down on the couch next to Shane, throwing his arm around Shane’s shoulders as he waved at the camera. “Hello Kip! Hello Gay Dinosaur! I am surprised you are still up, isn’t it after your bedtime?”
Kip started laughing maniacly while Scott’s mouth opened and closed uselessly before turning his eyes on Shane. “Shane, you have to be fucking kidding me.”
Shane started laughing along with Kip while Ilya grinned at Scott. 
“Oh, man,” Scott said, shaking his head. “Never in a million years would I have guessed this.”
Shane blinked at Scott. “Wait, did you really not know?”
Scott blinked back. “No…? Was I supposed to?”
“I mean, I thought… with what you said on the ice that one time…” Shane said, trailing off.
Scott’s brow furrowed. “What time?”
“When you said I was starting to sound like him,” Shane reminded Scott.
Scott’s eyebrows shot to his hairline. “Wait, was that… that’s why you fought me?”
Shane blushed and rubbed the back of his neck self-consciously. “Um… Yeah, I kind of thought you had figured us out and were letting me know you knew? Or suspected?”
Scott blinked rapidly, reprocessing events. “How the fuck would I have known about you two?”
“Um… that first All-Stars game? Ilya gave me his room number like right in front of you. And you told me that you were rooming next door to him. And… I don’t know… maybe you heard us?”
Scott continued to blink at the men on his screen, his eyes darting back and forth.
Ilya leaned over to address Shane, "Moy lyubimy, I tell you this. Hunter is old man. He is hard of hearing, does not hear us."
"Fuck you," Scott retorted. “Dude, you’ve been hooking up since that first All-Stars?”
Ilya grinned. “No. Since before.” At Scott’s raised eyebrows, Ilya supplied, “Summer before rookie season.”
Scott’s face registered shock. “Holy shit. You’ve been… wow, the whole time.”
“Wait, so you really didn’t know?” Shane asked.
Scott shook his head. “No, I had no idea. I never meant anything serious when I said that to you on the ice. I mean, you did sound like Rozanov, that’s true. Fuck, you still do, calling me Dinosaur and all that.” Ilya beamed proudly. “Damn, I can’t believe I had no idea.”
Kip placed a comforting hand on Scott’s knee. “It’s okay, honey. You have terrible gaydar.”
“In being serious,” Ilya interjected, his tone dropping it’s playful banter. “Hunter, I wanted to say thank you.”
Scott’s eyebrows shot up in surprise. “Oh? Um, for what?”
“For kissing your boyfriend on ice. For supporting Shane this last year. You have been a good elder gay. Very elderly and gay.”
“Oh, fuck you,” Scott retorted out of habit, but his eyes were a bit damp.
“Kip, you will need to put him in gay senior home soon. Let me know if you need help finding a place. I know it can be a lot to caretake the elderly. I know when my father–”
“Okay, I’m hanging up now,” Scott cut in while Kip laughed next to him.
“We’ll meet up next time you’re both in New York!” Kip interjected quickly before Scott hung up.
The laughter that filled the living room of the cottage was enough to get drunk off of.





  
    Chapter End Notes

    Okay, we had to bring in the infamous fight and the question of whether or not Scott *knew*. I know we are all in agreement that Scott from the show knew, but the actor said he thought Scott couldn't hear over the sound of the crowd, which just felt like the prefect opportunity to call Scott old again, so you best believe I took it. (Also book version, if I remember right, Scott did not know). Anyways, this is the version that asked to be written, so here you go.


  


      

  












      Chapter 26: Bood's BBQ
  








  Shane made the final turn onto the now familiar side street leading to Boodram’s house. He pulled over to park on the side of the road behind Haye’s car, the driveway already full. 
Once he turned the car off, he paused with the key still in the ignition, taking a moment. Even from where they parked on the street, he could hear the boisterous sounds of shouts and laughter float to them from the backyard. 
His hand slid across the center console to grasp the hand that reached to meet him halfway. “It's going to be fine,” he reassured his husband.
“I hope so,” Ilya said, eyeing the nice house.
“Hey,” Shane said, drawing his attention. “They already love you,” he offered with a reassuring squeeze. It was true. Ilya had instantly charmed his team during the Boxing Day party. Half of the team had enthusiastically volunteered for the Irina Foundation’s summer camp and gotten to know Ilya over those two weeks, getting to see him in his element with the kids. “They were so excited when you joined the team. You saw how they were in the chat.” 
“Yes, is different though, when they find out, about us,” Ilya said, letting the first sliver of his insecurity slip out.
“They aren’t the Metros,” Shane reminded his husband. “They don’t have any stupid pre-existing grudge against you. And they have been dying to meet my husband. And I want my husband to meet my team who has taken such good care of me this last year.”
Ilya smiled sweetly at that, reaching out to tuck Shane’s hair behind his ear. 
“But first, they will meet their new teammate, yes?”
Shane shared a mischievous grin with his husband. “Yes. Come on, let’s go.” 
They exited the car and made their way across the driveway. Ilya trailed after Shane as he let himself in through the unlocked front door.
“Cap!” several voices cried out in greeting.
“Hey guys,” Shane greeted. 
“Oh, good, Rozanov, I’m glad you could make it,” Boodram greeted, extending his hand. “Excited to have you on the team. You know Dykstra, Hayes, Haas, and Chouinard from camp. Um, let’s see, that’s Dillon over there, Boyle and Holmberb are those two idiots fighting over the last seltzer in the cooler – hey guys, there’s more in the fridge! – um, LaPoint and Young are out back. Oh, this is my wife, Cassie, the other WAGS are out back with the little rugrats.”
“Hi, Ilya,” Cassie greeted, extending her hand. “Welcome to our home, I didn't really have a chance to meet you when you came last time.”
Ilya greeted at the woman he had texted for the last year, much to her current ignorance. “I am very happy to be here meeting you. Thank you for welcoming me to your home. Oh, here, this is for you,” Ilya reached into the bag he carried and pulled out a bouquet of flowers, handing them to Cassie. “And this is for team,” he added, pulling out a very nice bottle of Russian vodka. 
“Oh, wow,” Cassie gushed as she took the flowers from Ilya. “Such a charmer! You’re my new favorite,” she announced, taking Ilya by the elbow and ushering him in to the kitchen with her as she found a vase to display the flowers. Shane smiled fondly as Ilya was absorbed quickly into the WAGs clutches. Shane followed Boodram out to the backyard and surveyed the spread of meat waiting to be grilled up. 
Shane kept a loose eye on his husband as made his way through the team and WAGs, wanting to give Ilya a chance to meet his new team on his own terms. 
An hour later, everyone who had been lingering inside was drawn outside once Bood make his announcement that the food was ready. Shane loaded up two plates and carried them over to where Ilya was chatting animatedly with Evan, handing him the plate piled up with more meat. Shane sat on the arm of Ilya’s chair as he dug into his plate, getting pulled into a conversation with the rookies as they crowded around him.
The gathering was briefly interrupted by Harris’s arrival with Chiron. 
“Dog!” Ilya announced excitedly, setting down his empty plate and vacating his chair, making a beeline across the yard to greet Chiron. 
Shane smiled fondly at the sight of his husband kneeling to greet the team dog, his high pitched voice could be heard across the yard, full of, “Is good to meet you, Chiron, you are best dog, yes? Are you going to be my best friend?” 
Harris laughed down at the sight, pulling out his phone to capture the moment of Ilya accepting doggie kisses all over his face, never one to sleep on the job of social media manager.
“So, how has your summer been, Cap?” Evan turned to Shane now that Ilya had abandoned them for a dog.
Shane grinned. “Really good.”
“Spending every moment with your husband?” he asked, already knowing the answer.
“Of course,” Shane grinned. “Were excited. He got his permanent residency card in the mail three days ago.”
“Oh, shit,” Evan replied. “Wait, so that means…?”
Shane nodded, smiling fondly at his husband across the yard. “That means we get to start telling people.”
“Wait, so when do we get to meet the guy?”
Shane turned to his friend with feigned surprise. “Wait, you want to meet him?”
“Dude, are you fucking with me?” Evan asked, affronted.
“Maybe,” Shane laughed.
“Yo! Listen up, everyone!” Evan cupped his hands around his mouth to capture everyone’s attention. “Cap’s got news!”
All heads swiveled to face Shane, all except Ilya, who was busy giving Chiron aggressive belly rubs. 
Shane grinned as he stood to address his team. “First off, I wanted to say thank you all for being so supportive and understanding of my situation. My husband finally got his permanent residency.”
A round of cheers rose to greet him. “When can we meet him?!” Dillon called out.
“You want to meet him?” Shane said, unable to hide his grin.
A swell of affirmative responses greeted him. 
“Hey, babe! Can you come here a sec?” Shane called across the yard.
A sea of heads swiveled in sudden confusion as Ilya bent down to give Chiron a final kiss on the top of his head before standing and jogging across the yard to Shane’s side. “What’s up, moy lyubimy?”
Shane grinned stupidly at his husband, leaning over to give him a quick kiss before turning to face his team. “Everyone, meet my husband, Ilya Rozanov.”
The cacophony of chaos that greeted them was overpowering. Shane threw his head back and laughed.
“LILY!!!!” Cassie screamed, her voice carrying above the rest, an accusatory finger pointed at Ilya.
Ilya grinned and let himself get swallowed up by the WAGs who lovingly berated him for concealing his identity. 
Luca Haas looked like he had just had a stroke. Boodram threw back his head and laughed, clapping a hand on the rookie’s shoulder as the young man sputtered out, “Cap… and Rozanov… together?”
The next twenty minutes were a blur of everyone swarming them to process the great reveal.
When Shane kissed his husband in front of their team and heard the swelling cheers of support, he was grateful for every single decision he had made that led him to this moment. He made a mental note to send Charles Bernier a thank you gift.






      

  












      Chapter 27: The Great Instagram Reveal
  



    Chapter Notes

      Hi everyone, real quick. I was informed that the pic I had originally used on Shane's post was an AI pic I found online. Definitely trying to keep all AI out of this fic. Pic has been updated with a real life image! Please, definitely let me know if I missed any, I'm apparently not the best at spotting them.


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
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ShaneHollanderOfficial  •  Sep 6, 2018


[image: instagram post image]

979,114 likes 18,899 comments

Liked by  RoseLandryOfficial, ZaneBoodram  and others

ShaneHollanderOfficial
I finally get to tell the world that you are mine. Forever ❤️

я тебя люблю @IlyaRozanov81

Hollander_fanclub
OMG, Shane Hollander is married to Ilya Rozanov!!! I did  not  see this coming (but probably should have? It was right there in front of me!). I will need to review the archives with this information.

Sep 6  •   1,774 likes 


Dogs_with_Ashley
OMG! That’s actually so romantic!!! I’ve been obsessed with this relationship since last summer.

Sep 6  •   876 likes 


dennise_hockey
My brain is glitching. Y'all, this changes  everything 

Sep 6  •   678 likes 





[image: YunaHollander profile image]

YunaHollander  •  Sep 6, 2018
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349,587 likes 942 comments

Liked by  Jackie_Pike_35, PeterSuzuki and others

YunaHollander
All a mother could ever want for her son is for him to find someone who makes him happy. Someone who cares for him just as well as you, if not better. Who will make sure he is taken care of and loved for all of his days.

Ilya, you have proven to me over and over again throughout this last year that you are a good man with a good heart who loves my son immensely. I love you ❤️

IlyaRozanov81
I love you too, Mama Hollander ❤️❤️❤️ Thank you for raising the most wonderful man I’ve ever met. Thank you for welcoming me into your family.

Sep 6  •   887 likes 


David_Hollander
My favorite son-in-law! The only one willing to help me with my puzzles.

Sep 6  •   748 likes 


Hollander_fanclub
You know what? I love this for Yuna Hollander. Why have one top NHL player for a son when you can have two?

Sep 6  •   1,664 likes 
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879,541 likes 20,741 comments

Liked by  Kip_Grady, Carter_Vaughn  and others

IlyaRozanov81
You changed my life when you came up to me and shook my hand twice and scolded me for smoking in a parking lot in Saskatchewan. You changed my life when you asked me to marry you. You changed my life when you offered to share your family and your country with me. My life is forever changed by you and I wouldn’t give it up for anything.

Я буду любить тебя до последнего вздоха, а потом продолжу любить тебя даже после этого.

Rozanov_fanclub
You know what? I love this for us. Hey @Hollander_fanclub, do you want to join forces?

Sep 6  •   2,574 likes 


GregHockeyHead
Okay, so that explains the move to Ottawa

Sep 6  •   1,740 likes 


Cliff_Marlow
I would like to state for the record, Ilya has been down bad for his “Jane” since I’ve known him his rookie year.

Sep 6  •   1,265 likes 


Svetlana V
Никто не заслуживает этой любви больше, чем ты, Илюшка. ❤️

Sep 6  •   274 likes 









  
    Chapter End Notes

    Translations of the Russian:
Shane's post: I love you
Ilya's post: I will love you until my last breath, and then I will continue to love you even after that.
Svetlana's comment: No one deserves this love more than you, Ilyushka. ❤️

 ***

Fucking finally!

Congrats, y'all made it!

But wait! There's more. I've got two bonus chapters that I whipped up for you, so don't go anywhere!


  


      

  












      Chapter 28: The Wedding (Round 2!)
  



    Chapter Notes

      Lots of pictures. Let the page load up first.

Note: we've got a bit of a time jump since our last check in with our boys. Welcome to next summer.


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
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        IlyaRozanov81
        
          •
        
        Jun 28, 2019
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      574,119 likes
      
      
      4,187 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        ConnorConnors, WyattHayes
      
      and others
    


      IlyaRozanov81
    

      Joint bachelor party! I can’t wait to marry you all over again.

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          ZaneBoodram
        

          How the two of you never got caught is beyond me. You are so obviously in love with each other.
        


          Jun 28
          
            •
          
          
            587 likes
          
        



          SvetlanaV
        

          Round 2! Let’s fucking go!
        


          Jun 28
          
            •
          
          
            495 likes
          
        



          LucaHaas
        

          I can’t wait to see my two dad’s get married!
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            •
          
          
            374 likes
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          •
        
        Jun 28, 2019
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      472,219 likes
      
      
      3,974 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        ZaneBoodram, NickChoinard
      
      and others
    


      RoseLandryOfficial
    

      Apparently, Ilya went
      
        way
      
      off script for the approved speech material for the joint bachelor party gathering

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          JJ_Boiziau
        

          😂I will never think about Shane Hollander folding his clothes again the same way
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            174 likes
          
        



          Cliff_Marlow
        

          Honestly, I can see how that would be what did it for Roz
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            224 likes
          
        



          Jackie_Pike_35
        

          Awww, I thought it was sweet hearing about their first time
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            574 likes
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      472,219 likes
      
      
      3,974 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Maria_Villanueva, GeorgeGrady
      
      and others
    


      Kip_Grady
    

      Scott and Ilya will each deny this, but they are quickly becoming besties. So excited for your wedding weekend, @ShaneHollanderOfficial and @IlyaRozanov81

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          Carter_Vaughn
        

          😂 I just know Scott will be devastated to realize he’s friends with Ilya Rozanov
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            391 likes
          
        



          Cliff_Marlow
        

          @Carter_Vaughn, Honestly, Roz will be equaly devastated 😂
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            374 likes
          
        



          IlyaRozanov81
        

          😡
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          ShaneHollanderOfficial
        

          😂😂😂😂
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      187,985 likes
      
      
      1,745 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Jackie_Pike_35, IlyaRozanov81
      
      and others
    


      YunaHollander
    

      Let’s get you married (again). It’s all coming together.

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          Cindy_White
        

          Yuna, did you use a wedding planner? My Lucy just got engaged
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            •
          
          
            11 likes
          
        



          YunaHollander
        

          @Cindy_White, oh how exciting! Yes, we used @BlissfulWeddingsLLC. They were phenomenal. Tell Lucy congratulations!
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            •
          
          
            26 likes
          
        



          Cindy_White
        

          Thank you!
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            2 likes
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      297,558 likes
      
      
      3,075 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Ryan.Carmichael, Boyle_Hockey
      
      and others
    


      Cliff_Marlow
    

      I can’t believe I finally get to see my best friend get married!!!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          ConnorConnors
        

          Hell yeah! Let’s fucking go!
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            •
          
          
            374 likes
          
        



          B.Hammersmith
        

          I just got here. Where are we meeting up?
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            27 likes
          
        



          JJ_Boiziau
        

          Shane said to make sure you get Ilya inside ASAP. Hair and makeup just got here
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            34 likes
          
        





[image: Cliff_Marlow profile image]


        Cliff_Marlow
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      301,874 likes
      
      
      2,740 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Carter_Vaughn, Jackie_Pike_35
      
      and others
    


      Cliff_Marlow
    

      Gotta look pretty for your big day!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          VictorSt-Simon
        

          The prettiest!
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          Rozanov_fanclub
        

          Ahhh!!! It’s wedding day!!!
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            •
          
          
            61 likes
          
        



          Ryan_Price
        

          So exciting!
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      359,687 likes
      
      
      3,114 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Holmberg.with.the.berg, ZaneBoodram
      
      and others
    


      Cliff_Marlow
    

      How this man can contain so much sass, I still do not fully understand.

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          ConnorConnors
        

          Our favorite diva!
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            •
          
          
            198 likes
          
        



          SvetlanaV
        

          Do not indulge him
        


          Jun 29
          
            •
          
          
            347 likes
          
        



          Evan.Dykstra
        

          Shane Hollander is a lucky man
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            277 likes
          
        





[image: HaydenPike35 profile image]


        HaydenPike35
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      268,532 likes
      
      
      2,198 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Cliff_Marlow, Kolya.Andropov
      
      and others
    


      HaydenPike35
    

      I finally get to see my best friend get married! (The first one where I wasn’t invited doesn’t count!)

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          JackiePike35
        

          So handsome! I’m so excited to see you get married, Shane!!!
        


          Jun 29
          
            •
          
          
            339 likes
          
        



          RoseLandryOffiical
        

          Such a cutie!
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            •
          
          
            574 likes
          
        



          LucaHaas
        

          OMG, so excited!
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            270 likes
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      487,247 likes
      
      
      3,574 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Kip_Grady, ZaneBoodram
      
      and others
    


      Cliff_Marlow
    

      Roz insisted he had to get his muscles all pumped up for his sexy husband.

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          Hayden_Pike_35
        

          OMG, you guys, we have to be ready in like 15 minutes! Tell that man to put on a shirt before Shane finds out and flips his shit!
        


          Jun 29
          
            •
          
          
            78 likes
          
        



          SveltanaV
        

          Relax, @Hayden_Pike_35. These boys may be idiots, but I will not let my Ilyushka be late to his own wedding.
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            •
          
          
            97 likes
          
        



          Hayden_Pike_35
        

          @SvetlanaV, oh thank god you’re with them. T-minus 10 minutes!
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            141 likes
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      241,018 likes
      
      
      2,571 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Harris_Drover, Scott_Hunter_Official
      
      and others
    


      JJ_Boiziau
    

      Team Hollander!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          Hayden_Pike_35
        

          My man!
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            •
          
          
            277 likes
          
        



          ZaneBoodram
        

          Let’s fucking go!
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            •
          
          
            196 likes
          
        



          KolyaAndropov
        

          Team Hollander all the way!
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            287 likes
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      487,247 likes
      
      
      3,574 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        SvetlanaV, Ryan.Carmichael
      
      and others
    


      RoseLandryOfficial
    

      The handsomest groom!!!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          Kip_Grady
        

          😍
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            •
          
          
            355 likes
          
        



          David_Hollander
        

          Looking good, son!
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            574 likes
          
        



          KolyaAndropov
        

          Damn, Hollander, you sure do clean up nice!
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            379 likes
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      401,195 likes
      
      
      2,978 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        joejoejoe, davenotabuster
      
      and others
    


      Cliff_Marlow
    

      My man is looking fly as fuck! Let’s get you married (again)!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          ConnorConnors
        

          I can’t believe we’re about to watch our boy get married!
        


          Jun 29
          
            •
          
          
            483 likes
          
        



          Feller.Hockey
        

          Hell yeah!!!
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            •
          
          
            287 likes
          
        



          David_Hollander
        

          Looking good, son!
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            399 likes
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      301,551 likes
      
      
      1,987 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Harris_Drover, Scott_Hunter_Official
      
      and others
    


      Kip_Grady
    

      Tears at the altar! Honestly, Ilya’s speech is making me tear up too!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          HaydenPike35
        

          Alright, not going to lie, I may have teared up too
        


          Jun 29
          
            •
          
          
            366 likes
          
        



          KolyaAndropov
        

          You deserved all the love, Cap!
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            •
          
          
            226 likes
          
        



          LucaHaas
        

          😭😭😭😭
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            394 likes
          
        





[image: Kip_Grady profile image]


        Kip_Grady
        
          •
        
        Jun 29, 2019
      



      [image: instagram post image]
    


      301,551 likes
      
      
      1,987 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        NichChoinard, JJ_Boiziau
      
      and others
    


      Kip_Grady
    

      Okay, there goes Ilya. Looks like we are all just crying here. Love is so beautiful!!!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          RoseLandryOfficial
        

          This one got me too! 😭
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            574 likes
          
        



          ConnorConnors
        

          Okay, yeah, I am officially on board. They so deserve each other 😭
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            486 likes
          
        



          Svetlana
        

          @ShaneHollanderOfficial, you ruined my makeup 😭
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            442 likes
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      1,387 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Scott_Hunter_Official, ZaneBoodram
      
      and others
    


      Kip_Grady
    

      Wedding speeches. Did anyone know that Yuna Hollander was so funny?

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          Carter_Vaughn
        

          And now I will forever know that Shane Hollander’s mom told him to “fuck him! Right up the butt!” while talking about his secret boyfriend 😂
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            367 likes
          
        



          ConnorConnors
        

          Can we talk about Shane’s parents trying to set him up with a Swedish princess?
        


          Jun 29
          
            •
          
          
            476 likes
          
        



          Holmberg.with.the.berg
        

          Funny, but also a little sad? She was so grateful to finally be let in after all those years of accidentally shit-talking the love of his life 😭
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            388 likes
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      563,687 likes
      
      
      3,587 comments
    


      Liked by
      
        Boyle_Hockey, JJ_Boiziau
      
      and others
    


      Cliff_Marlow
    

      Fuck yeah, let’s get this party started!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          VictorSt_Simon
        

          Hell yeah!!!
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            89 likes
          
        



          SvetlanaV
        

          I turn my back for one minute
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            138 likes
          
        



          TannerD_Dillon
        

          Let’s fucking go!
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            81 likes
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      and others
    


      Jackie_Pike_35
    

      Beautiful wedding! Wonderful party! So happy for you Shane and Ilya!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          JJ_Boiziau
        

          Best wedding ever!!!
        


          Jun 29
          
            •
          
          
            397 likes
          
        



          Cailin_Dykstra
        

          Gorgeous wedding. It was so nice to meet you, Jackie!
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          Selena_Choinard
        

          btw, thank you Jackie for coming in clutch with the safety pins!!! Love me a woman who comes prepared!
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      ConnorConnors
    

      Great night!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          Ryan_Price
        

          Amazing night! Amazing wedding. It was awesome to catch up
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          WyattHayes
        

          Hey man, it was awesome to meet you! You gotta come hang next time you play Ottawa!!!
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            476 likes
          
        



          RoseLandryOfficial
        

          It was really nice to meet you, Connor. Call me 😘
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      Kip_Grady
    

      The gays of hockey!!!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          Carter_Vaughn
        

          Bravest men I know!
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          Cliff_Marlow
        

          Dream team!
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            156 likes
          
        



          SvetlanaV
        

          Best hockey players. All gay (or bi).
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      NickChoinard
    

      Never say Cap doesn’t know how to throw a good party!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          Boyle_Hockey
        

          Luca, get down from there!!!
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          Cassie.Boodram
        

          😂 You boys got a bit wild
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          B.Hammersmith
        

          I stand corrected. You Ottawa guys sure do know how to party
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      RoseLandryOfficial
    

      Sweet moment on the dance floor!

#HollanderRozanovWedding2019
    


          Lisa_Hayes
        

          Awwww
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          Jackie_Pike_35
        

          They are so cute ♥️
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It has been two years since I sat down with Shane Hollander. When we last met, Hollander surprised everyone, including himself, by coming out as gay in the middle of the interview. When given the opportunity to retract the disclosure, he made the brave decision to allow the information to be made public. What followed was a whirlwind of change as Hollander quickly adapted to being the second out NHL hockey player in the league. 
His Instagram posts went viral as he shared snippets of his intimate life, letting the world catch glimpses of the boyfriend he mentioned in his interview. We all watched on as Hollander proposed to his boyfriend, quickly followed by a private elopement ceremony at his cottage. Only days following his elopement, Hollander posted images of the IRCC (Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada) building, tagging an immigration lawyer. In our interview two years ago, Hollander had alluded to his partner being from a country that made being out particularly unsafe. So I was among many who were relieved to see that one of Hollander’s top priorities was making it safer for his partner.
When the news of Hollander’s trade to Ottawa was announced shortly after his marriage, three years before his contract with the Montreal Metros was to expire, I wasn’t the only one whose stomach dropped. Hollander had named rejection by his team and being traded as one of his top fears of coming out.
The following year, our understanding of how Hollander was doing with all the changes was mostly pieced together through clues given from his increased social media presence. I was one of the many thousands of people who watched on curiously to see what Shane Hollander — now out, married, and recently traded to a poorly ranked team — was up to.
We all watched on as his husband helped him get settled into his new home in Ottawa, as they soaked up their final days and weeks together before they had to separate again. Many quickly figured out that their relationship was long distance.
All signs pointed to Hollander settling in well with his new team, as they were frequently photographed together hanging out. Everyone who had started rooting for Shane Hollander’s happiness was relieved to see signs that the Ottawa players seemed to be embracing their new captain without prejudice. 
We all got to watch on as we began to see a less restrained Shane Hollander begin to show up more and more in our feed. Ottawa’s first season opener was against the New York Admirals, which treated us all to a series of photographs of Hollander letting loose with Scott Hunter and Hunter’s boyfriend, Kip Grady, at a New York gay bar.
A great deal of outrage surrounded Ottawa’s first game against the Montreal Metros in which Hollander was on the receiving end of two illegal fouls and at least one slur that was both racial and homophobic in nature. The following investigation resulted in a single game suspension and small fine for Montreal player Gilbert Comeau, who was responsible for the slur that was picked up by a mic’d up referee. Public outrage called the punishment insufficient. Speculation surrounding Hollander’s sudden departure from the Metros following his coming out increased. Montreal ticket sales plummeted as fans boycotted.

In our interview back in 2017, Hollander had commented on his friendship with Ilya Rozanov, which set the stage for their joint public announcement of their launch of the Irina Foundation later that year. Reactions were mixed, but largely supportive, given its cause of raising money for mental health organizations. Slowly, people were more willing to give up on the rigid view of the two players as rivals who hated each other, and began to slowly warm up to the idea of the two men having a friendship that surpassed the rivalry narrative we had been fed since the start of their careers.
Hollander closed out his first season with the Ottawa Centaurs by bringing the team to the second round of playoffs for the first time in 30 years. Then, for the second year in a row, Scott Hunter won the Stanley Cup and kissed his boyfriend on the ice.
The summer of 2018 came with the surprise announcement of Ilya Rozanov signing with the Ottawa Centaurs for a reduced pay contract, shocking everyone who assumed the Russian would re-sign with his drafting team, Boston.
Of course, everything started making sense once they made a public announcement in which Hollander confirmed that his husband in question was none other than his rival turned friend and foundation partner, Ilya Rozanov.

The public reaction was a mixture of shock, support, and outrage. Accusations of game tampering were quickly dismissed following a brief, formal investigation. A small but growing collection of fans who promoted what they had branded “Hollonov” — the shorthand reference for fans who supported a theory of a romantic relationship between Hollander and Rozanov — came out as strong voices of those who had seen the signs all along. They describe their experience of being dismissed and shunned for their suspicions, as well as their decision to take their discussions to a private Discord channel to protect Rozanov from the consequences of their speculations.
The Centaurs welcomed Rozanov into their fold, boasting the first ever hockey husbands in all of hockey history. Under Hollander’s captaincy, the Ottawa team had already started improving their performance, as evidenced by their increase in game wins and their progression through the second round of playoffs. With the addition of Rozanov, who stepped into the role of alternate captain alongside Zane Boodram who had previously held the captaincy before Hollander’s trade to the team, the team began to become one of the top contenders in the league. With the flexibility of Rozanov to play both center and wing, Coach Brandon Wiebe had his pick of plays to adapt to meet each game’s needs, resulting in a more dynamic play than the team had been able to perform in many decades.
The resulting successful season led them all the way through the playoffs, and history was set as the first husbands of hockey raised the Stanley Cup above their heads as the Centaurs celebrated their first cup win. For the third year in a row, two men kissed on center ice after winning the infamous Stanley Cup.
After a short stint of celebrating their Cup win, the couple gathered their loved ones and friends for further celebration: their wedding, two years after their elopement. The world soaked up images released by their friends and family of the big bash. It was the wedding of the year.

Which brings us to today, when I found the couple in question walking into the same hotel suite that Shane Hollander was photographed and interviewed two years prior. Shane Hollander shook my hand with a familiar grin and was eager to introduce me to his husband. Immediately, I was struck by how at ease Hollander was now compared to the last time I saw him. 
As they were photographed, I was struck by how much Rozanov is a man of presence. His energy fills the room he occupies. He seemed constantly aware of his husband at all times, always checking in. Even before I fully registered that Hollander was beginning to become uncomfortable with each wardrobe change, each flash of the photography lightbulb, Rozanov was there, offering a comforting touch at the back of Hollander’s neck, and I saw first hand Hollander’s body relax with his husband’s touch. They seemed able to communicate with each other silently, through subtle glances and small touches, and it made me wonder how much they built this language over years of having to covertly support each other in public while hiding in plain sight as rivals.
As the photography crew packed up, I caught the two slipping into a secluded corner, Rozanov tucking Hollander’s face into his neck. Once it was just me and the two men, I asked if they were ready to transition to their interview. While Hollander was quick to agree, Rozanov cut in on his behalf, asking for another five minutes and requested the lights to be dimmed. Once I adjusted the lighting, I could see Hollander visibly relax. One more clue to how much Rozanov knows how to care for his husband.
Once we were seated finally, I was bursting with curiosity. I started with Hollander. We began our chat by discussing, of all things, Hollander’s thank you gift he had sent me last year. He wanted to be sure I had received it and found it to my liking. “Of course,” I conveyed, “who doesn’t love an edible arrangement?” Rozanov cut in with a face and a complaint about so much fruit, which Hollander responded with a slap to Rozanov’s chest good-naturedly. 
When I asked for the reason for the gift, Hollander was earnest when he told me, “You changed my life with that interview. I know you didn’t mean to, but you did. You gave me the opportunity to come clean and tell my truth. It was scary as fuck at the time.” We take a moment to laugh now at the panic attack Hollander had in this very hotel suite two years prior, which had not been funny at the time. 
“After Ilya finally got his permanent residency card and we finally started telling people, I realized I was surrounded by so much support and love. And I don’t think any of that would have happened if I hadn’t sat down for that interview with you two years ago. I would have probably stayed in the closet for the rest of my career, and I don’t know what that would have done to us, having to keep hiding like that. Especially once  we had started to be honest about what we were to each other.”
I admittedly needed to take a moment to collect myself. As a journalist, it is my job to uncover the truth. I will never, in all of my days, forget my interview with Shane Hollander two years ago. It was my first time really encountering something that felt so raw and human. It was my first real lesson of the power of what it is that I do. And to have Hollander thank me for it, for helping him tell his story, it truly may rank as my greatest accomplishment as a journalist.
I admit to Hollander that I felt conflicted seeing the negative consequences following our interview, referencing his sudden trade from the Montreal Metros. Shane nodded in agreement. “Honestly, I felt pretty conflicted about it too. I mean, it was my worst fear coming true. It hurt. I mean, Ilya can attest to that, he was there, I had several breakdowns over it. But it was also paired with these positive changes that I wouldn’t give up for anything. I was finally able to be honest with my family and friends. I got to tell the world that I had someone amazing. I got to marry the love of my life. And I ended up finding a team that ended up being a better fit for me. One that loved me for me. Losing the Metros hurt, and I grieved what I thought I had with them. But I ended up with something better than I could have imagined. That’s what I tried to focus on, when things got hard. I just tried to focus on all the people around me who supported me. Ilya, my family, my friends, my new team, hell, even all the supportive comments on my Instagram posts kept me going.”
I had to ask about the Instagram posts. Hollander gave a self-conscious smile. “They were self-indulgent, and maybe a bit risky, but I guess I felt like I wanted to take up space. Everyone else gets to post about their partners. And we had spent so many years hiding. It felt good, it felt important to not hide. Of course, I had to be careful not to show too much, give away too much.” When I asked if anyone had figured out that it was Ilya in his pictures, Shane shrugged. “I mean, I had a social media manager who combed through the comments to remove any speculations on the identity of my husband. A bunch of people guessed that it was Ilya. Also, a strangely large number of people thought I had married Hayden, which makes no fucking sense since he’s already married and Canadian.”
When Rozanov laughed at that, I turned my attention to the man. I expressed my curiosity about his experience being an open secret the year Hollander was out while he waited for his permanent residency to come through. The Russian spoke of a complex emotional experience blending the joy of being married and secure in his relationship with Shane, the pride in people knowing that he exists, and the frustration of having to stay anonymous. “I like attention,” he admitted. “Maybe this makes me a bad person, but I wanted to scream, ‘It is me! You are talking about me! I am Shane Hollander’s lucky husband you are all talking about!’” As Ilya worked himself up expressing his frustrations at having to stay closeted while watching Shane enjoy being out and open, Shane reached out a comforting hand to grab onto Ilya’s own, but he didn’t interrupt. “I was so happy for Shane. He got a supportive team. He got to tell the world he was happy and married. I was also jealous sometimes, because I wanted that. Not that I ever blamed Shane for that. Russia was to blame. And I hated being mad at my own country.”

This brought us to a rich discussion of Rozanov’s complicated relationship to Russia. “I love Russia. I will always love Russia. But I knew that Russia would not love me back if I was honest about who I was, that I was in love with a beautiful man with beautiful freckles. I have never felt shame for who I am, for being bisexual, for loving Shane Hollander. But Russia made me afraid. Made me so afraid I tried to not fall in love with Shane. It was impossible, but still, I tried.” At this, Ilya spared Shane a glance and rubbed the back of his hand with a soothing stroke of his thumb, as if to soothe past aches of their relationship.
Rozanov spoke of his disbelief that he and Shane could ever have any kind of future together. He shared that even as they were brave enough to realize that they had started to develop feelings for each other, the threat of Russia loomed over them. “You have to understand, I had to go back to Russia. My father was very sick with dementia. My brother was there, and I sent money to support, but my brother did not take care of my father like I thought he should. So I had to go back as often as I could. And as long as I was still going back to Russia, I could not be with a man. When my father died… That was when I thought, maybe I do not have to come back here anymore. Maybe I can let myself finally admit that I loved Shane Hollander.”
“Yeah, and you told me in fucking Russian, asshole,” Hollander quipped with a smile. 
Rozanov shrugged dismissively. “I was a coward. Not brave like you,” he offers with a gentle smile in Shane’s direction.
Shane scoffed, “I’m not brave, I ran out on you when you made me a fucking tuna melt and called me by my first name, and I immediately tried to date a woman.”
Ilya pinched his lips, “Mmm, maybe. But you were brave when you came back to tell me you liked me. You were brave when you invited me to your cottage. You were very brave when you let interview run two years ago. You have been brave more times than you were coward.”
I felt oddly like I was intruding on something as the two men shared a silent conversation with their eyes, gently rubbing their thumbs over the back of the other’s hand. Hollander was the first, it seems, to remember that they have an audience. He apologized. I am honest in my response that it felt like a privilege to see them interact so affectionately and honestly with each other. 
This brought us to discuss their experience this last year of both being out. Hollander spoke of the unwavering support their team has offered them. “It’s been surreal,” Hollander admitted. “I still will catch myself sometimes censoring what I say or trying to not touch Ilya too much in public, but then I’ll realize I don’t have to do that. It’s a hard habit to break, hiding, but it’s been good, being out. Our team’s been amazing, and we work hard to keep it professional, but it’s really nice to have everyone around us just know what we are to each other, and not be weird about it when it slips through.”
Rozanov was quick to agree. “It is like a drug, being honest. And they are so curious, our teammates. After so many years of hiding, being able to reach out and offer Shane a comforting touch when I can tell he’s overwhelmed, or not having to lie about where I am going when I’m done with a game, it’s everything I ever wanted.”

The couple gave me a brief overview of their relationship, which began the summer before their 2010 rookie season in the NHL. Their relationship started out as "casual" and was not exclusive until 2017, shortly before the publishing of the Shane Hollander: Man Behind the Hockey Legend article. Hollander was quick to clear up a common misconception about their relationship when he emphasized, "We were never rivals. We never hated each other. The league and the media told a story that sold tickets and jerseys and forced us to play along, but that wasn't us. We were competitive, sure, but that's about it. The rivalry narrative was so strong we couldn't be seen socializing in public. We worked really hard to try to get out from under that narrative once we were married."
This brought us to discuss their many years of hiding their relationship. The couple describe years of sneaking into each other’s hotel rooms and houses whenever they played each other, attended award shows together, or All-Star games. With some ribbing from Rozanov, Hollander admitted that he bought an investment property that no one else knew about so that he could have Rozanov over when he was in town for a game. They described stolen hours with each other, never spending a full night together for years. 
The pain of no one knowing about their relationship to each other was brought to the surface when describing the worst-case scenario for any closeted couple: a medical emergency. In the 2017 Boston-Montreal game, Hollander was injured in an on-ice collision and had to be transported off the ice on a backboard. “I was right there when he was hurt,” Ilya said, his voice thick with emotions. “I was screaming at the medics, begging them to tell me if he was okay. And no one would tell me anything. I had to stay on the ice while they carried him away. I had to finish a fucking hockey game and I didn’t know…” Ilya covered his face, his shuttering inhale a testament to his emotions. Ilya took a minute to gather himself, while Shane reached a comforting hand to rest on his knee. “I didn’t know if Shane was alive or dead. As soon as game was done, I texted and called, but of course, he couldn’t answer his phone. No one knew to call me. I was googling his name all night until there was finally a release in the morning. I snuck into his hospital room the next day. I gave excuse about being captain, checking on injured player. But really, I just… I needed to see that he was okay.”
In another show of the ways these two men know what the other needs, Shane spared me a glance and asked me to give them a moment. As I loitered in the hotel hallway for a minute, I reflected on how much these two men had clearly been through, how there was as much pain in their story as there was joy and beauty. Finally, Hollander opened the door and invited me back into the room. When I sat back down, Ilya’s eyes were wet and looked like they’ve been rubbed raw. 
I decided to switch to lighter topics: their weddings. They spoke fondly when recounting their small, intimate ceremony conducted on short notice during the summer of 2017. “As soon as I had come out, I realized that there was no way that Ilya staying in the closet was a long-term option,” Shane told me. “Our first wedding was rushed, and it was for legal purposes, but it was also so meaningful for us. After so many years of trying to convince ourselves and each other that we weren’t anything to each other, to declare, with witnesses, that we loved each other and planned to spend the rest of our lives together? It was everything. I think it was the happiest day of my life.”
“Mine too,” Ilya agreed.
When I asked them how it felt to get married earlier this summer with all their friends able to attend this time, they smiled. “It was a lot of fun,” Shane admitted. “I think our elopement will always have a special place in my heart, but it was another thing entirely to have so many people want to come together to celebrate our love and commitment to each other. It’s something I didn’t even consider dreaming for myself.” Ilya was quick to agree. 
We segued naturally to talking about their dreams for a future. Ilya reached over and gave Shane’s neck an affectionate squeeze. “I want to have a boring life with this sweet Canadian man. We will play great hockey, get a dog, raise children, grow old together. I cannot think of a greater life than that.”
After we closed out the interview with a round of handshakes, the two men left, and I sat for a moment after the door closed. I found myself thinking about how strange it was that something as simple as a boring life could feel like such an extraordinary thing for two of the top athletes of our time to hope for.
But after everything they’ve been through, maybe that’s more than enough.
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The em dashes are my own, thank you very much. Don't get weird about it, everyone.

****

Guys!!! We made it!!! Welcome to the end!

I've had so much fun writing this fic. I got to play with a whole new format, which was daunting at first, but unlocked a whole new world of storytelling. As someone who had been writing fanfiction for more than two decades and who studied in photography in both high school and college, I never considered combining the two interests. But we've come a long way from our fanfiction.net days.

I admittedly thought about making more and more bonus chapters because I'm just having so much fun in this world, but every artist has that moment when they have to put down the paintbrushes and step away from the canvas. I feel really proud of this fic and where I got it. That being said, I give myself permission to come back to keep adding to it after I take a little break. But I also may just leave it here. 

I cannot thank you all enough for reading along, dropping kudos, leaving comments, bookmarking and subscribing. Thank you for letting me become part of daily routine for the last few weeks. I have gained an extra appreciation for all of you folks brave enough to read WIPs. You really are the backbone of the fanfiction community. I mean, I'd write it anyway,  but the extra validation is admittedly nice.

So everyone line up, we're going to do an Ilya Rozanov fistbump line:
"🤜 I love you,
🤜 I love you,
🤜 I love you,
🤜 good job,
🤜 I love you.
Hey Hunter, too bad you can't play at home every night!"
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