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So Lily is just a buddy?

    by avid_reader64

      Summary

      Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov never hooked up at the CCM commercial.

Now it's 2017. Yuna Hollander is concerned that Shane doesn't have many friends, so she signs him up on a buddy network website.
Shane gets paired with someone else looking for a 'buddy', not knowing that it's his on-ice rival, Ilya Rozanov.



      Notes

        This came to me on a whim, and I just immediately wrote it.
It's a little different from the other things I wrote, but I hope you will enjoy reading this! ❤

Also, please pay attention to the month, day and time in the texts! You will see that it's in the canon timeline with everything happening around that time. But a lot of the things in canon aren't specified to the day, only the month, so I took my own liberty in deciding which exact date things happened!!

The fic start almost immediately after All-Stars. Obviously they played on the same team, and they had chemistry, but in this universe, they're still only rivals at this point.
(Except for of course the ✨sparks✨ they felt in the gym.)
Just imagine that they showered separately at the CCM commercial, so no shower flirting resulting in a hookup.

Happy reading!

Come talk to me on threads: @evawritess_ 🙌🏼


        
          See the end of the work for more notes
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To: Mom

January 29, 09:18 PM
Sorry for leaving so fast after dinner…
I just didn’t want to argue anymore.
I am sorry too.
I am just a little worried about you.
Why?
Don’t take this the wrong way, honey.
But sometimes your dad and I feel like you don’t have a lot of friends to really talk to.
I have friends!
I talk to Hayden!
I know Hayden is your friend, but he is also your teammate. It could be difficult to really confide in him.
I have Rose!
Sweetie, she is your ex-girlfriend, not to mention a movie star who is halfway across the country all the time.
People can be friends with their ex-girlfriend, it doesn’t mean anything.
Okay, but would you consider it?
Actually, I wanted to talk about this at dinner, but I found something that you might be interested in.
What?
Well, I did some research on adults making new friends…
Mom.
I don’t need your help making friends.
Just hear me out?
Fine.
It’s a website and they have this buddy system. You sign up, and they pair you up with someone that’s a similar age, and you can just talk. It’s mutual benefit, you can support each other and build social connections. Seems very legit!
You need to sign up to make friends?
That sounds really embarrassing…
Well, the other person would have to sign up too, so it’s not like you would be the only one!
So, I get paired with another pathetic person with no friends.
Sounds awesome.
Don’t be so negative, Shane.
You could really benefit from talking to someone. You’re always so busy and I worry sometimes that you can’t talk to people about it.
I talk to you and dad!
Not about personal stuff you don’t.
Sorry…
It’s okay, we’re your parents, we don’t need to know everything that is going on in your personal life. But we just want you to be happy.
Fine. I’ll do it.
Great! Because I already signed you up.
Mom!
I will send you the details over later, but I am pretty sure they will contact you once they have found a match!
Can I still say no?
Too late!
Your dad and I love you and we will see you next weekend 💗
Yeah, love you too.
Seen

 










To: Buddy Networking System

January 31, 03:15 PM
Congratulations!
We have found you a match.
If you consent to sharing your contact information with the other individual, please respond ‘CONFIRM’ to this message. You will also receive the contact information of this individual in return.
CONFIRM
617-xxx-xxxx
Happy texting!

 










To: Unknown Number

January 31, 03:52 PM
Hello
04:07 PM
We got paired up I think?
05:11 PM
The buddy network website?
You are reading but not answering
February 1, 09:44 AM
Sorry
Must be wrong number
10:22 AM
You have the right number.
Sorry.
Hi.
You were not replying
Were you scared?
I am not scared.
I just didn’t know if I really wanted to do this.
Do what?
Talk to someone?
You signed up for the website, I am pretty sure
Actually, my mom signed me up.
Oh
This must be a wrong match
What?
I was supposed to match with someone my age, not 12 year old boy who listens to his mom
Fuck off.
At least I didn’t sign myself up, because I didn’t have any friends.
No, your mom signed you up because SHE thought you didn’t have any friends
Is maybe worse
If you’re always like this, I am starting to see why you don’t have any friends.
Ouch
You really hurt me
Oh
Sorry…
I guess that was a little mean.
Was joke
If you did not want this why did you text back
I don’t know.
You seemed pretty insistent, I guess.
Ah, my charming personality won you over
If you think six texts showed your personality, then sure.
Wow, you are really fun
Thank you?
Was also joke
If you are not 12 how old are you
25
Same as me
You are a man?
Yes
Really good match then
I am also a man
I think those were the basic requirements.
You are saying we are a match, because we have more in common?
Yes.
It would make no sense if you had to fill out an entire questionnaire, just for them to only use gender and age.
We should find out why we are a match then, yes?
Sure.
You are very enthusiastic
Not really.
Okay
If you don’t want to do this you can say it
I will leave you alone
Fine.
I don’t want to do this.
02:23 PM
Sorry.
I was an asshole before.
I guess it was because I realized my mom was right and I really don’t have that many friends?
So, if you still want to do this I will try.
If you don’t that is also okay.
I would understand if you didn’t want to text me back anymore?
Maybe you could ask them to pair you up with someone else?
I don’t know if it works that way, but you could try.
Also, I don’t even know your name.
Which makes sense, because we are strangers.
And now I am texting you this much and you are not responding…
Just forget it.
Sorry again.
Calm down
You are having panic attack
It is okay
I will still talk to you
You will?
Yes
Only I can not tell you my name
Because I am a very famous person
But you can put me in your phone as Lily
Oh.
Then you can put me in your phone as Jane.
I am also a high-profile person.
See?
This is why we are a match maybe
Maybe.
It is very nice to meet you, Jane
Nice to meet you too, Lily.
Can I ask what made you sign up?
A friend
She told me I should talk to someone, but I didn’t want to talk to therapist
That makes sense.
Is she your girlfriend?
Ah, no
No girlfriend
Me neither.
I had a girlfriend, but we broke up a month or so ago.
Sorry.
You didn’t ask.
No is okay
Good to know
Why did you break up?
Just not compatible, I guess?
You guess
Yeah.
Can we talk about something else?
Yes
Do you have a job?
Oh.
I can’t really talk about that either.
Being high-profile and everything.
You think you are so famous I will immediately know who you are?
Kind of?
Arrogant
I’m not arrogant.
Hmm
What do you do?
Can’t tell you
I am also too famous
This will get us nowhere.
I will tell you this
I am an athlete
The best in my sport
Oh, cool!
I am an athlete too.
Also one of the best.
One of the best?
Or the best?
There are some other good athletes as well!
I don’t want to say that I am the best.
But you think you are
I try to be.
Humble
I thought I was arrogant?
I was wrong
I have the feeling you don’t say that often.
Took a screenshot of that just to be safe. 😊
You have jokes now!
Very funny, ‘Jane’
Thank you, ‘Lily’.
Shit, I have to go.
Talk to you later?
If you will answer my texts this time
Then yes
Fuck you.
If you want to be friends, maybe you should be nicer to me
It would help if you weren't an asshole to me first.
Oh, is my fault now?
Yes.
I will respond to your texts, don’t worry.
Okay
I really have to go.
Duty calls!
Bye

 










To: Lily

February 2, 07:00 AM
Good morning!
Are you free to talk?
08:14 AM
I am assuming you like to sleep in?
Maybe we can talk later?
09:20 AM
Good morning
Why are you up so early?
Hi!
I was not up early, maybe you are just late.
What are you talking about Jane
It is 9 in the morning
This is still early
No, it’s not?
I have been awake for more than four hours.
That can not be true
Since 5?
Yeah!
I like to set my alarm early, so I can go for a run in the morning.
You know, before I have to go to work.
But you are an athlete?
You will workout at work too?
Yeah, but that is a different kind of workout.
You understand, you are an athlete too.
Eh no, I do not understand this
I do not go for a run in the morning when I will also run at work later
Are you a track athlete?
Wait sorry, I shouldn’t ask.
No you should not
But I am not track athlete
Oh okay, I just assumed since you said you would run at work…
You know, never mind.
Are you doing anything today?
Yes
I have practice later
But right now I am tired because I just got out of bed and now I am texting a man who likes to torture himself and set his alarm at 5 in the morning
I did not wake you up, did I?
I’m sorry if I did…
Do not worry
You did not wake me up
And you do not need to say sorry
I like texting you
You do?
Yes
Is what this is for, yes?
Yeah.
I thought maybe you would get sick of me.
Not yet
I will let you know if it happens
You’re an asshole.
And you are also still talking to me
Yeah.
Maybe I was lonelier than I thought?
Yes
Me too
Do you want to talk about that?
Maybe later
Oh.
I need to get ready for work
I have a long day
But we can talk tonight
Okay?
Yes, okay.
I will text you then?
Or I will text you
We will see
Good luck at work today
You too!
08:17 PM
Done with work yet?
08:35 PM
Did you change your mind about talking tonight?
08:48 PM
It’s okay if you did.
Stop worrying so much
I just got off work and I needed to shower
Now I can talk
Sorry, I guess I am a little unsure sometimes.
You do not need to say sorry
If I say I can talk tonight, I will talk tonight, okay?
Okay.
Good
Did you have fun today?
It’s work.
Work can be fun, no?
Sometimes.
I like it, otherwise I wouldn’t be doing it of course.
But sometimes I just feel a little out of place.
That is why you get lonely?
I think so.
What about you?
Why do you get lonely?
I am not from here
Sometimes I do not get the people here
I kind of gathered that.
That you’re not from here I mean.
Where are you from?
Russia
I have one friend from Russia
She is my best friend
Is she the one that said you should do this buddy system?
Yes
I have more friends
But they are more…
Superficial?
Yes
Exactly
I can see how that can get lonely.
It might be a bit the same for me, a lot of my work friends are not really my friends outside of work.
I have one friend I don’t know from work, but she is also my ex-girlfriend.
You are friends with your ex?
It’s not that weird.
I did not say it was weird
Me and my best friend also used to fuck sometimes
*My best friend and I
You don’t do that anymore?
Oh, you are grammar police now
And no
Why not?
We are better as friends
Was not romantic
That was the same with my ex-girlfriend and me.
Another thing in common
Seems like they got the match right, huh?
Very right
Next thing you are going to tell me you also like smoking
What?
Ew, I don’t.
Ah, so not a really good match
You do smoke?
You shouldn’t! You’re an athlete!
Maybe for my sport it doesn’t matter
I’m pretty sure it does.
Maybe I am a professional smoker
That is not a thing.
Oh, it is not?
Fuck off.
To think we were having such a good conversation before.
That was a good conversation for you?
Yes?
It wasn’t for you?
Sorry.
No, it was
Should not have said that
Sorry
If I can’t say sorry, you can’t either.
But you say sorry about things you should not be sorry for
I say something rude, I can say sorry
Fine.
I think it is because I am Russian
Sometimes in English I can sound rude
So, it’s your lack of grammar that makes you an asshole?
Exactly!
Wow, that’s bullshit.
Oh, you know how it is to be Russian now?
No.
But I speak another language and I can manage to not be an asshole in that one.
Prove it
What?
Say something in the other language
I can’t speak over text.
How do you know I will not just use Google Translate?
You are a good boy
You won’t use that
Va te faire foutre.
See, you are also an asshole in your second language!
You tricked me into that.
I said prove you are NOT an asshole
How did I trick you?
Shut up.
You know I am right
You’re not.
Okay
Do you have plans for tonight?
What?
It’s 10 PM, what plans would I have?
You are not going out with friends?
I have work tomorrow.
You can still go out
I am going to sleep.
So early?
Boring
It’s not boring to not have a hangover at work.
Are you going out?
Hmm maybe
Maybe I will just watch a movie
What kind of movies do you like?
Action movies
Sometimes romantic movies
Really?
Yes really
You do not like them?
Not really I guess.
Oh, I see
You hate love
What?
I do not hate love!
I just don’t watch a lot of movies!
Okay
I’m not lying.
I did not say you were
I do not hate love.
I believe you
It doesn’t feel like you do.
You can go to sleep and I will watch a very romantic movie
Movie you would not understand
Because you hate love
I do not!
😂
You’re an asshole.
You are too easy to rile up
Enjoy your movie.
Goodnight.
Goodnight Jane 😘

 










To: Lily

February 3, 11:13 AM 

It’s almost noon!
Still morning
No goodmorning for me?
Goodmorning.
Thank you, Jane
How was your movie?
Eh, boring
Like texting you
Wow, thanks.
You are welcome
What are you doing today?
11:21 AM
Jane
Sorry, I thought texting me was boring.
Was a joke
Fine.
I have work today, but tonight I’m free.
Doing anything fun?
Sometimes the guys want to go out, but I don’t really drink and it’s not as fun when you’re around drunk guys sober.
You do not drink?
I don’t like it much. And it messes with my diet, so…
Why do you need a diet
I’m an athlete.
You don’t have a diet?
Do not need it
Does not matter what I eat when I workout so much
Must be nice.
I like to use food to get in optimal shape, I want to be the best I can, you know?
I understand
You do? Most people just make fun of me for my diet.
I will still make fun of you
But I also get it
Thank you?
Sometimes it’s hard to keep going, there are so many carbs in everything.
You do not eat carbs?
I take it back
I do not understand
Don’t knock it till you’ve tried it!
And I eat some carbs.
I will never try it
Try my diet sometime, see how much better you’ll get.
I do not need to get better
I am already the best
Who’s arrogant now?
Is not arrogance
Just facts
Sure.
Are you doing anything today?
Going out with a friend for dinner
Maybe drinks after
Fun!
She would like you I think
Is this the friend you’ve talked about before?
Yes
Cool.
Have fun!
I will
06:54 PM

Thinking of you when I eat this salad
Fuck off.
And there is barely anything there, it’s mostly just greasy stuff.
Yes
Thank god
You should really keep track of what you put into your body.
Okay mom
Ew.
Don’t call me your mom.
I’m just saying, you’re an athlete, you should watch what you eat.
It is one burger
For now, but if you keep going like this…
It is the weekend!
Not yet, it’s Friday.
I am never texting you about food again

This would be much better.
That is your food?
Looks boring
It’s really good actually!
Sure
It really is.
I will eat extra greasy food for you
Please don’t.
Already am
Don’t blame me when you’re too fat to even run anymore.
Easy
I do not run
How are you an athlete?
Talent
Sure.
Enjoy your night.
I will be going to bed early.
Boring
Responsible*
Okay
We will drink for you
I feel like you just want an excuse to drink and eat more.
Ding ding
Jane has figured it out!!
Fuck you.
😘
February 4, 08:21 AM
Goodmorning!
Had a fun night?
11:30 AM
I’m guessing you had a long night?
I already went for a run, made breakfast, read a book, called my parents, and now I am making lunch.
There are so many things you can do in the morning if you get up on time!
You should really consider that.
13:07 PM
Ugh
Stop waking me up with your cheery voice
You can’t even hear me.
I know you are cheery
Are you hungover?
No
Are you lying?
Yes
I can send you a smoothie recipe if you want? It’s supposed to help with hangovers.
I am not making a smoothie
I am in bed
Still? If you’re not careful, you’ll get a really messed up sleep schedule.
Oh really
Yes. I can send you some articles about it if you’re interested?
Not now
Yeah, okay, maybe later?
Maybe
Is that code for ‘no’?
Yes
Oh.
Sorry, am I annoying you?
People have told me I can be a little overbearing sometimes.
Who told you this?
Just people. It doesn’t matter.
No
Okay.
I mean no
You are not overbearing
Oh.
You think it is annoying to care about people?
To care about what they do to their bodies?
If you put it like that, I guess not?
Good
You can tell me every day if you want to
I do not mind
Really?
Then maybe I will send you those articles after all.
You could really benefit from talking a look at those!
Okay
You can send them
Awesome!
I’ll do more research and then get back to you?
You do not need to spend your time doing research for me
I don’t mind, I like learning more about these kinds of things.
Of course you do
Is that bad?
No
Not bad at all
Okay?
You should eat some eggs, that is supposed to help with a hangover too. I’ll send you everything later!
Eggs
Okay
03:14 PM
Check out this Google Drive
This has everything I have so far!
This is many articles
I told you I had multiple?
Is it too much?
No
Thank you
You’re welcome!
Seen

 










To: Lily

February 5, 02:55 PM

The goodest girl 😍😍
04:13 PM
Is that your dog?
Sorry for replying so late, I was with my parents.
No
I volunteer at the shelter sometimes
Oh. She’s cute though!
Very cute
You like dogs?
Yes
More than people sometimes
I get that.
You do?
Yeah, people can be difficult.
Dogs are simple
Why have you not adopted her from the shelter?
Not enough time
I travel a lot
Would not want her to be alone all the time
Oh.
That sucks.
Yes
When I am older I will adopt a dog
Aren’t you already 25?
Are you saying I am old?
What? No!
I am 25, why would I say that about myself?
When is your birthday
May 10th, yours?
June 15
You are very old
Only two months older than you?
Yes
Like I said
Very old
Asshole.

I do not want to leave
You’re still there?
Yes
Wow, you really like dogs, huh?
I do not ever want to leave
I feel so sad leaving them behind
I'm sure they’re grateful you came.
I bet they had fun!
We did have fun
Thank you
Do you go to the shelter a lot?
Whenever I can
On Sundays
I do not have a lot of free time unfortunately
Oh, I’m sorry.
At least you get to go sometimes, right?
Dogs appreciate that.
Oh how do you know?
Are you a dog?
Fuck you, you know what I mean.
Yes
They are always very happy to see me
Now I’m getting kind of jealous, the dogs look really cute…
I don’t actually want a pet, the hair would get everywhere, but…
You could volunteer at a shelter
Take dogs with you on your run
Maybe not early morning run
Oh.
I mostly go on runs in the morning.
But I’ll think about it.
You will love it

 










To: Lily

February 7, 07:30 AM
Goodmorning
Goodmorning!
What are you doing up so early?
I read your articles
Wait, really?
I didn’t think you’d actually do that!
Yes
Was very boring
Almost fell asleep
Better read them again before bed, haha.
Hmm
Maybe I will
So what are you going to do with your very long day?
Watch a game with friends I think
What kind of game?
Hockey
You like to watch hockey?
Sometimes, yes
Me too.
What is your favorite team?
Probably Boston
Are you serious?
Yes
Why?
I am a Montreal fan.
Okay
Bye
I have to support the team from my city!
Yes
Same
You live in Boston?
I didn’t know this buddy thing was international. I thought it was only Canada?
No not international
North America I think
I guess that makes sense.
I can't believe you support Boston though.
I can not believe you support bad team like Montreal
Fuck you, they’re doing pretty good.
In your dreams maybe
Boston lost their last two games!
Yes and Montreal will lose their next two games
What is your point?
You know what, I am not discussing this with you.
Fine
What are you going to do today?
I have a day off, so I don’t know yet.
I can get a bit restless when I have nothing to do.
Do you not have hobbies
I have hobbies!
Like what
I read.
What kind of books
…For work.
You need to find something else to do
Like what?
You want me to tell you what to do?
Yes.
You like to be told what to do? 😉
Shut up.
I don’t think is what you want
I’m not talking to you anymore.
I thought these ‘buddies’ were supposed to be nice.
Maybe I will ask for someone else.
I do not think you will
You know nothing.
Okay
Have a fun boring day 😘🥰

 










To: Lily

February 8,  04:29 PM
I am bored
Okay?
You can entertain me
I don’t know what you want me to do?
Tell me more about your diet
Very sad
No good food
Ha. Ha. Very funny.
And it’s not sad, it’s healthy.
Whatever you say
Okay, bye.
Wait staayy
Only if you stop being an asshole.
😥
Sorry
I will behave
Good.
Tell me funny fact about you
It’s fun fact.
Yes that
Tell me
Ehm, I don’t really know.
You go first?
Okay
I once fought a bear when I was in Russia
No way.
Is truth
You can't fight a bear and still be alive afterwards!
I can
Your turn
I don’t believe you.
But fine.
I’m part Asian.
???
What?
This is not fun fact
Is just fact
A fact you didn’t know yet!
I think you can do better
Like
I once had sex with twins
At the same time??
Yes?
That’s gross.
Is fun
It’s weird.
Do not worry, they did not do anything with each other
Only with me
It’s still weird.
Pfff
Whatever
You go
I don’t think you and I have the same idea of what a fun fact is.
Does not matter
Okay.
One time I did an underwear shoot and the photographer forgot to take photos, because he was ‘too distracted by how hot I was’.
You do underwear shoots?
Yes?
I told you I was a high-profile athlete.
Kind of comes with the job 😊
Fuck
Really?
You don’t believe me?
No
I think you should send me pictures as proof
I’m not sending a picture of myself!
Also, if I ever send a picture, the first one is not going to be one of me in my underwear.
😥
Too bad
Wait, if you want to see underwear pics, does that mean you like men?
And women
Is that a problem?
What?
No!
Not at all.
I guess I’m just surprised?
Most athletes are straight, I think.
Thank you for trusting me enough to tell me.
You are very easy to talk to
Oh.
That is a compliment
I know. Just..
Thank you.
You are welcome
Now it is your turn again
I was the last person to say a fun fact!
Eh no
I told you I was bisexual
Now is your turn
I don’t think I have much more.
I’m just not that fun, I guess.
You are fun
You constantly say I’m boring!
Yes
Is a joke!
You have heard of jokes?
So you don’t actually think I’m boring?
I do think you are boring
But is not
Eh
An insult?
Yes
Is not an insult
Boring is good
Dependable?
Oh.
I guess it is.
I do not know many people who are dependable
So is good
I’m glad I can be that for you.
Yes
Me too
I need to go
Oh, okay.
Talk to you later?
Okay

 










To: Lily

February 9, 07:10 PM
Ugh, today SUCKED.
Somehow everything went wrong and my teammates were on me for no reason at all.
Okay
Eh, okay?
Sorry that I wanted to talk about my shitty day with you, I kind of thought that is what this whole thing is about?
Maybe I do not want to hear about your shitty day
Have you thought about that?
Wow.
Did I do something wrong?
Not everything is about you
Jeez, I’ll leave you alone.
Seen

 










To: Hayden

February 10, 08:44 PM
Hey, you okay man?
You seemed kind of off today
I’m fine.
Did something happen with Lily?
What?
No!
How do you even know about Lily?
You’re always texting her dude, not exactly subtle 😂
Nothing is going on.
If you don’t want to talk about it, that’s fine
But you know you can, right?
I already said nothing is going on.
But thanks.
You’re welcome!
Want to come to dinner next week?
The kids have been asking for their uncle
Couldn’t say no to them!
Great!
We’ll talk about it tomorrow?
Yes Hayd, we’ll talk.
Try to get that fucking stick out of your ass before then, huh? 😂 
Swear jar!
And I do not have a stick up my ass.
There’s no swear jar in texting
Isn’t there?
Fuck you dude
I’m telling Jackie.
Please don’t 🙏🏼

 










To: Lily

February 13, 20:17 PM
Sorry
For what?
You don’t owe me anything.
I do want to listen to you talk about your shitty days
Didn’t seem like it a few days ago…
Let me explain?
Okay, go ahead.
20:25 PM
You know, for explaining something you have to actually say something.
Sorry
This is hard to talk about
I have bad days
Oh.
I think maybe I am like my mother sometimes
Like your mother how?
She was depressed
Oh.
Was?
Yes
She is dead
Oh, I’m so sorry…
You do not have to be sorry
Unless you are the one who killed her 🙄
Lily…
Are you really trying to joke right now?
Sorry
I am trying to say I was having a bad day
Then you texted me
You could have told me, you know?
When I get like that I do not want to talk
I do not want to do anything
I’m sorry…
I’m glad you told me now, for whatever it’s worth.
Are you mad at me?
No!
Of course not.
I could never be mad at you for something like this!
Okay
I was a little angry when you reacted like that, sure.
But you really thought I would be angry even after you explained why?
I don’t know
Well, I’m not angry.
Okay
Are you okay right now?
Better
Do you really think you could be depressed?
Maybe
This is why I signed up for buddy program
My best friend was worried about this
She knows my mama killed herself
What?
I’m so sorry…
I don’t know what to say…
You do not have to say anything
How old were you?
Twelve
I found her
Oh my god, I am so sorry.
Yes you have said that
Do you want to talk about her?
You want me to?
Only if you want to.
Maybe another time
You can always talk to me, I would love to hear more about her.
Thank you
I am going to sleep now
Do you want to talk tomorrow?
You still want to?
Yeah? I was hoping that was clear when I said you can always talk to me?
Okay
I want to
Good.
Goodnight Lily.

Goodnight Jane

 










To: Lily

February 14, 12:15 PM
I’m so embarrassed.
I didn’t even realize it was Valentine’s day today…
No hot date for you?
No, you?
No
I do not go out on valentines
Too many desperate single people
Wow, what a problem to have.
Yes is a big problem
They keep flirting with me
Sounds tough.
Oh, Mr. underwear model does not have people flirting with him?
I don’t know.
I don’t really notice, I guess.
Maybe that is why she broke up with you
She did not break up with me, it was mutual.
Sure
It was!
Anyway, when was your last girlfriend?
Eh never
Have you ever had a boyfriend?
No
I am Russian
Oh. Fuck.
Yes
Fuck
But I have never been dumped by someone
You're making fun of ME when YOU have never had a girlfriend??
What, how many have you had
Two.
Oh wow, so many
I know when you're being sarcastic, you know.
Do you?
You're an asshole.
No wonder you have never had a girlfriend.
Or boyfriend.
Double the possibilities and you haven't had either, who's pathetic now!
Oh, you are being funny?
No.
So you are not laughing right now?
No.
I know you are lying
There's no way you could know that!
I know you
How long has it been, two weeks?
Holy shit, has it only been two weeks?
It feels like I've known you forever..
Yes
That is how I know you were lying
....
I was right wasn't I?
Yes.
This doesn't prove anything.
Proves that I know you
Will you stop if I admit it?
Maybe
Okay yes, I was lying, yes you know me. Good?
I am very happy right now
You're smug is what you are.
I do not know this word
Look in the dictionary, it's right next to your name.
Funny again!
Maybe you should go out
Have all the girls laughing around you
Maybe I don't want that.
What do you mean
Never mind..
Okay?
I have to go, I just remembered I have to do something.
Do what?
Work stuff.
Boring
Yeah.
You should go out, maybe you'll finally find yourself a girlfriend.
Maybe I will
February 15, 11:39 AM
How was work yesterday?
I didn’t have work yesterday?
You said you had to do work stuff
Oh.
Yeah, it was fine.
Did you go out?
Why?
You want to hear exciting sex story?
No, I don’t.
Forget it.
Okay?
Something wrong?
No.
Okay sure
February 16, 08:00 AM
You are done being weird?
I am not being weird.
News to me
I just don’t want to talk about girlfriends.
You were fine talking about it at first
Yeah, and now I’m not.
Can you leave it alone?
Fine
Doing anything fun today?
Not really.
Okay

 










To: Lily

February 17, 03:40 PM
I took your advice.

You went to a shelter?
Yeah, since it’s my day off, I thought I might do my run later.
I asked them if I could walk one of the dogs, and they were more than happy to let me.
Do you think anyone has ever stolen one of the dogs?
It seems very trusting to just let people walk away with them.
It is a shelter
They want people to keep the dogs
Yeah, but not like this?
No, I do not think they want you to run away with the dog
Right. So it’s kind of weird?
Maybe you look like someone you can trust
I guess…
What are you thinking
I don’t know, I’ve never been told I look trustworthy.
Maybe I should ask them about this.
Yes maybe you should
Are you having fun?
Yeah!
The dog is really sweet actually.
What is his name?
Milo, I think.
You don’t know?
I was not really paying attention to the name.
More freaking out about walking the dog…
Does he not have a name tag?
Oh, good thinking! Wait a second.
He does. His name is Milo. I was right 😊
Wow, impressive
Fuck off.
You know, this is kind of therapeutic, I understand why you like volunteering at the shelter so much.
You are welcome
Okay, I’m going to go on with my run, I just wanted to let you know.
Talk to you later?
Yes
Have fun
I will 😊
07:13 PM

Dinner
Gross.
Who are you with?
Teammate
Fun, I think?
Yes
Very good food too
You should eat something else with that.
And why does your teammate have two cokes? That can’t be healthy.
Is only the cokes that are not healthy?
No, all of it is gross.
But that is not going to stop you from eating it, unfortunately.
No
Yeah, I thought so.
I’m going to fuel my body with a very healthy, tasty dinner now.
Oh I am so jealous
Ha.
Jane please give me your dinner instead
Funny.
Hmm, this burger is really good…
Stop.
Are YOU getting jealous
Never.
Hmm okay
Bye.
😂

 










To: Lily

February 18,  11:43 PM
Can I ask you something?
Wow late
Shouldn’t you be sleeping?
Can you not right now?
Sorry
You can ask me
My teammates say I am too uptight, that I should ‘cut loose’ more.
Do you think I should?
I can not answer this for you
Why not?
What do you think?
What?
Do you think you should cut loose?
Maybe.
I mean, I don’t go out much. I don’t drink. I have a strict diet. I practice a lot. I read books about my work. I go for runs.
And do you like doing those things?
Yes. I like the routine.
Do you like ‘cutting loose’?
I don’t really know what it would mean, you know?
But I don’t like to disturb my routine, that’s for sure.
Okay, then don’t
That’s it?
Yes
You don’t like doing something else, you do not have to do it
I don’t know. I think they got in my head a little and now I am freaking out.
Why do your teammates care so much about your life?
They think I don’t have enough fun.
Okay
Let them think you do not have fun
You think I am boring too.
Not like that
Tell me about the things you do
Not the routine
But what you think is fun about the things you do
I don’t know.
You do
I will help
Why do you like staying in instead of going out
I like the quiet. It’s calming. Clubs are always so loud and there are so many people. I get stressed.
Okay, so you like quiet
Nothing wrong with that
Why do you like running?
I like that it clears my head.
Also, I sometimes make it a challenge, to see how fast I can go and for how long.
I try to beat my own records.
Okay, so you like a challenge
Yeah.
Are you competitive?
Very.
Me too
Is fun, right?
Yeah, I guess so.
What do you like about your diet?
That it makes me stay healthy?
Not that
Something else
Okay.
I like trying out new recipes, I guess? See if I can use the same ingredients to create something completely different.
So you cook
I try to.
Cooking is hobby
Is fun, no?
I think it’s fun, but…
I don’t know, it’s also boring maybe?
No not boring
You think is fun, it is fun
Your teammates don’t need to think it is fun, you are the one doing it
Yeah.
Okay what else
Your books
Tell me about them
I have read a lot of books.
What do you like about them
I like finding out about new things. And new tricks to help me get better at my job. There are a lot of new things to learn about the history of it too.
And I like trying out the things I’ve read. Take it from the paper and put it to use in real life.
It can be hard, but it’s so gratifying when it actually works. Sometimes it takes longer and sometimes I have to do more research to make it work, but when it does?
There is no feeling like it.
Sorry, I will stop talking.
You do not have to apologize for liking something, okay?
Okay
All these things are fun for you, right?
Yeah.
Okay, so keep doing these things if you want to
I am not saying you can not go out with your friends
If you want to you can
But if you do not WANT to go you do not have to go
Do what you like to do
And do not apologize for that
Okay…
Thank you.
This really helped.
Talk to me, yes?
If you feel like this again
Or if you want to tell me about your boring books
I will listen
Even though you DO think they are boring?
Yes
I like boring
Now go to sleep
Is very late for you
Fuck you.
Goodnight.
Goodnight Jane 😘
February 19, 09:13 PM

Staying in to read a boring book.
Fun?
Yes 😊
Good

 










To: Lily

February 20, 08:05 PM

What are you doing right now?

Is that a cigarette?
You really shouldn’t smoke.
I don’t know how you eat like this and smoke and can still be a professional athlete.
Is secret
It’s very weird.
Oh, I am weird?
Yes.
You are boring
Wow, good comeback.
You said you like boring, remember?
I have not said such a thing
Yeah okay, you’re not fooling me 😂
Maybe you are the asshole
Saying I am weird
Very mean
Sorry.
You do not mean that
I could mean it!
But you don’t
Yeah, I don’t.
See
Asshole
You’re still the asshole.
Pff
Enjoy your run
I am going to drink vodka
Beautiful girl on my arm
Wow, I am so jealous.
Oh, being sarcastic now
You should be jealous
Sure.
Enjoy your night 😂
I will

 










To: Lily

February 21, 05:23 PM
I saw a woman today
She made me think about my mama
Will you tell me about her?
She was very beautiful
I look like her a bit
Also beautiful?
Yes
But also we have the same hair
Same eyes maybe
That must be nice?
Sometimes yes
Sometimes it makes me miss her
Yeah, I get that.
She used to sing for me
Not good
But I loved it
And she was so funny
She used to call me solnyshko
What does that mean?
Sunshine
But for me SHE was sunshine
She took me everywhere
And we always played together
What kind of things did you do?
Mostly board games
Or puzzles
Sometimes I do puzzles to remember her
I am scared I will forget
I don’t think you could ever forget someone so important.
Maybe
She sounds like a really good mom.
She was
But she was so sad
And my father was so hard on her
He is not a very good man
And you know what happened
I’m sorry.
Me too
What was her name?
Irina
I miss her
I’m sure she would be very proud of you.
Thank you
Don’t thank me.
You’re welcome to tell me more about her if you want?
Not now I think
That’s fine too.
Thank you for listening
Always.

 










To: Lily

February 22, 07:00 AM

Morning workout.
10:14 AM

Finally awake?
Yes
Not everyone likes getting up in the middle of the night
I got up at 6 today, not the middle of the night.
And I thought you read the articles about changing your sleep schedule?
I tried
Did not like it
Too bad.
Your day would be way longer if you got up early.
If I stay up very late my day will also be long
….
February 23, 06:20 PM

Again?
This is so bad for you.
Is it?
Are you sending me these pics just so I get mad at you?
No
Lily.
😊

 










To: Lily

February 24, 06:49 PM

My Friday night.
Babysitting duties 😊
Delivered
February 25, 10:28 PM
Anything fun planned today?
Delivered
February 26, 07:11 PM

Dinner with my parents.
07:15 PM
No chirp about the fact that it’s pasta?
Delivered
February 27, 06:33 PM
Did you do anything fun this weekend?
No
Hi!
I haven’t heard from you in a couple of days, are you okay?
I am fine
You can tell me if you’re not, you know that?
I said I am fine
Oh.
Are you having one of those bad days?
I can leave you alone if you want? Or I can talk about my week? You don’t have to say anything back, you can just listen.
Or read, I guess, since this is a text obviously.
Just tell me?
You can talk
Okay!
I’ve had a pretty busy week actually. I had practice almost daily, which was tough and really tiring, but I really think my team and I are getting somewhere? I could see us clicking more and getting better, you know?
Oh, and I obviously went to dinner with my parents this weekend! Funny, I actually told them about you, I hope that is okay? And my mom was very excited, which makes sense, because she signed me up in the first place, but she was happy I got along with my ‘buddy’ so well. And they kind of want to meet you.
That makes three of us, haha.
So, there’s that.
One of my teammates and his wife had me over for dinner too. They left after dinner, left me alone to babysit. 😯 I am there quite a lot, actually. They have three kids and a fourth one on the way! It’s a full house and always chaos, but sometimes I like that. Kids are easier to understand, so that makes it easier somehow. I wish you could have seen me, the twins dressed me up really weird. Unfortunately, I don’t have pictures…
The twins are the oldest two kids, both girls. They are four years old already, time flies! And they have a one-year-old son (he is secretly my favorite, don’t tell the girls, they will kill me).
Pretty hectic week, huh?

Me after this long week.

You after listening to me ramble about my week.

Me (black dog) hugging you (white dog) if I was with you right now.
Okay, I will leave you alone now.

Thank you.
You’re welcome!
Anytime, okay?
Okay
Text me when you feel better!
Seen

 










To: Lily

March 3, 12:14 PM
You told your parents about me?
Hi!
Is that okay?
Don’t worry, I talked to them about the normal stuff, not the really personal things obviously! I don’t think I would want you to go around telling people all kinds of things about me either 😊
Just that you’re Russian and also an athlete.
I was not worried
Oh.
Good!
How are you feeling?
Better
Those dogs really helped
I know you love dogs, so I hoped that they might 😊
Would have been better if I saw pictures of you dressed up
Maybe next time.
You like kids?
Yes
I have a niece in Russia
How old is she?
Three
Very cute
I bet.
Do you see her often?
Only when I go to Russia, but that is not much
I miss her sometimes
Do you have more family there?
Yes
My father, stepmother and brother
Do you miss them?
No
Not really
Is that bad?
No, I don’t think so.
You have a good reason right?
Yes
Then that is all I need to know.
You are too nice to me
You are nice to me too.
Take that back
No.
You can be an asshole, but you are also very sweet.
Am not
Admit it.
No
Come on…
Fine
I can be nice
Good enough for me.
Wow
Thank you
If you keep thanking, it might get to my head.
For someone so boring you are very good at cheering me up
You didn’t have to say I was boring, you know?
Could have just given me a compliment..
Eh no
So you have to insult me before giving a compliment?
Yes
Okay, I take it back. You’re not nice.
Thank you
Getting to my heaaadd.
Who ever said you were not funny was lying
Who said that?
Me
Asshole.
😘
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To: Lily

March 4,  08:55 PM
Busy?
Nope
Okay?
Anyway, I have a pretty important work thing coming up..
And I always get a bit stressed, so I was hoping you might distract me.
Okay
What do you want me to do
I don’t know, you’re always the one with the ideas!
Why do I have to do everything!
You're more creative than I am!
Pfff
Fine
Never have I ever?
Ew.
A drinking game, really?
Oh you are being picky now
You come up with something then
Okay…
Truth or dare?
Also drinking game, no?
Doesn’t have to be!
Fine
You start
Okay..
Truth or dare?
Truth
Really? I thought you would say dare!
How am I going to do the dare
Oh. Yeah, I guess I didn’t think about that.
Ask your question
Ehm.
If you could be one celebrity for a day, who would it be?
Me
You wouldn’t want to be anyone else?
No
You can’t just say yourself.
You asked a question
I gave an answer
Yeah, I guess.
So no problem then
Okay I will ask now
Truth or dare
Truth.
Boring
You said truth too.
Yes but when you do it is boring
Fine.
Dare.
This is great
I dare you to order food that I choose
I’m not doing that.
These are the rules of the game, Jane
You say dare you have to do dare
I’m not messing up my diet right before an important work event!
You do not even know what I was going to let you order
I think I have some ideas about what you might come up with.
You are very predictable.
Lies
Sure.
So you were not going to let me order Mc Donald’s or something?
🙄
I knew it.
Lucky guess
I’m not doing it.
I thought you were a rule follower
I am!
Okay then do it
Not now!
Maybe after the event?
I have to wait how many days before you finish your dare?
Like, three days. It’s not that long.
I will be retired before then
You’re a baby.
😛
I will need proof
Fine.
Stupid game.
No I like it
Continue
I’m not playing anymore.
I thought you needed a distraction?
You have distracted me enough…
I’m going to sleep.
Is Saturday night
I think you can stay up a little later
My parents expect me for lunch tomorrow, and I still need to drive home.
So I have to be up early.
Wow what a surprise
That never happens
Fuck off.
Clearly texting you was a mistake.
Okay so text your other friends
Wait you do not have other friends
I have friends!
This is why you signed up to get a buddy?
How are you making fun of me for signing up when you did too?!
So we are both pathetic
Yeah, I guess we are.
I am glad you signed up
You are?
Yes
Me too.
Because I am so great
I take it back.
Goodnight.


 










To: Lily

March 5, 03:30 PM
Had good lunch with your parents?
05:13 PM
Yes, it was great!
05:22 PM
Do you see them often?
As much as I can.
They visit me sometimes, but I travel a lot for work.
So, I try to drive home on the weekends that I don’t have to work.
That is nice
It is.
Did you visit the shelter today?
No
Not in the mood
You okay?
Stressed I think
Do you want to talk about it?
No
I’m going out for dinner with my parents now, are you going to be okay?
Yes
Go have fun
I’ll talk to you later, okay?
Seen

 










To: Lily

March 6, 03:14 PM
Hey, are you okay?
You seemed a little off yesterday.
04:30 PM
Let me know?
08:48 PM
Remember that important work thing I was telling you about?
That was today.
And let me tell you, I am so tired. 😴
09:20 PM
You know you can tell me if you’re having one of your bad days again, right?
I’m worried.
March 7, 08:00 AM

Goodmorning!
I have a day off today.
Probably just going to work out or something.
I know what you’re going to say…
Boring.
Well, it’s not like I have anyone to keep me entertained right now!
12:46 PM
Please can you text me back?
I am getting worried.
03:11 PM
Had a little visit today.

This boy would like a reply back…
And I guess me too.
09:16 PM
Hi
Hey!
Are you okay?
I am in Russia
Did something happen?
My father
He is dead
Oh, I am so sorry.
It’s okay
I wish I could be there with you right now…
Yes
Me too
Are you okay?
I am fine
My father was not a very good man
Was he sick?
Yes
Dementia
That’s awful.
Do you have anyone with you right now?
You have many questions
Sorry.
Is okay
Yes
I have a friend with me
Good.
Can I do anything for you?
Come to Moscow
I wish I could.
I know
I am glad he is dead
But also I am sad that I was not there when he died
Is stupid
It’s not stupid.
Maybe you didn’t like him much, but he was still your dad.
It’s okay to grieve him.
That is what my friend said
She sounds smart.
She is
Maybe I could meet her one day.
Maybe
You two would terrorize me
Terrorize?
Wow. Is that how you talk about all your friends?
No
Just my best friends
Oh.
I will not text you so much
I need to plan the funeral
I understand.
I do not know if I can do this
Do what?
Plan everything
Listen to people say good things about him
Act like that is okay
You can do this.
I think you’re one of the strongest people I know.
You do not even know me
I know enough.
Thank you
Is it okay if I still text you?
Yes
Send me more dog pictures
I will.
I need to go

10:03 PM
Oh…
I just realized it’s not even night in Moscow.
Embarrassing.
Forget I sent that.

This is better.
Delivered
March 8,  08:00 AM
Goodmorning to me!
What time is it for you?
Wait, I’m going to look it up.
Moscow is seven hours ahead, so good afternoon?
When you texted me last night, it must have been the middle of the night for you?
That’s late even for you!
Did your flight to Russia get in late?
Or were you just still awake?
Sorry, many questions.
I’ll update you on my day later 😊
Delivered
10:17 AM
Went for a quick run past the shelter again.
I gave them kisses for you!
Which was gross, all their hair got in my mouth and they licked my cheeks🙁
But I thought you would be someone who gives dogs kisses.
I hope your kisses are not as wet as theirs.
Not that I think about your kisses.
I don’t.
I wish you were here to make me shut up.
In the chat!
Not real life obviously.
Okay, I’m going to shut up now.
Delivered
05:00 PM
You are never going to believe what I did.
Remember that dare?

I hope me ruining my diet will cheer you up…
I’m not happy about it 🤢
But a dare is a dare, I guess…
It’s twelve in Moscow now.
Don’t forget to go to sleep on time!
Goodnight😘
Delivered
09:30 PM
I’m going to sleep now.
I hope your day was okay.
I would love to hear from you.
Okay, bye.
March 9,  02:13 AM
Good food?
07:01 AM
No.
10:19 AM
You are lying.
No.
I think you are
Fine.
It was okay.
Just okay?
You are not getting more than that!
Maybe I am greedy
Fine!
Only this once, okay?
Don’t get used to it 😠
I am listening
I didn’t like the fries so much, but I loved the burger. It was really good unfortunately.
I knew it
But I am never eating one again.
Whyy
It was too greasy.
Good, right?
No.
Gross.
You just have bad taste in food.
You called my taste in food ‘really good’
I’m never living this down, am I?
Nope
The things I will do for you are outrageous.
I can think of more things you can do for me 😉
What do you mean?
Nothing
I have to go
Busy day
Are you okay?
I will be
Good.
Seen

 










To: Rose

March 9, 04:10 PM
Hey.
Can I ask you for advice?
Shane Hollander, coming to me for advice?
Wow, this is a special day!
Shut up.
Ask away
How do you know if you like someone?
SHANE
WHAT
Who do you like?
What’s his name?
I don’t know.
What do you mean you don’t know?
Is it like a crush?
What does he look like?
I don’t know?
How do you not know??
Promise not to laugh?
I would never laugh at you
That’s not true.
You literally laughed last time you saw me.
Okay, but Shane, the clothes you were wearing were atrocious!
Fine.
Now can you please tell me how you know your mystery man?
I signed up for a buddy program.
Well, my mom signed me up actually.
But they pair you up with someone and it’s just to talk and support each other, you know?
And now I think I might like him..
Okay?
And you don’t know what he looks like?
No, but we’ve been texting almost everyday.
And he is funny.
Also kind of an asshole.
But maybe I actually like that?
Shane…
We have serious conversations too!
I have told him about my anxiety and he has told me some stuff about himself.
And I know he’s bisexual!
Shane
I shouldn’t like him.
It’s weird.
I think you have your answer
What?
How do you know if you like him?
You just said you like him
Yeah but..
He had some pretty heavy things happening to him, but he is just so strong and I really admire that.
Maybe it’s just admiration?
Shane
With the way you talk about him, I don’t feel like it’s just admiration…
Fuck.
What do I do?
Maybe ask him for a picture of himself? Maybe you won’t think he’s attractive and then you can just stay friends!
I don’t know if he will go for that, he said he’s a famous athlete too.
You never know until you try!
Okay.
Yeah.
Okay.
Okay?
I’m not going to ask it now.
Why not?
His dad just died like two days ago.
How long should I wait?
Maybe wait a little longer yeah 😂
Tell me when you do?
Okay.
I’m nervous.
Don’t be
It’s not that easy.
I know it isn’t babe
But you’ll be okay
Thank you.
You better tell me if he’s hot though
Hmm, maybe I’ll keep that to myself.
You wouldn’t dare
You’ll be the first to know.
Promise?
Promise.
Go get em tiger
In like a week
When he’s done mourning his dad
It sounds weird when you put it like that…

 










To: Lily

March 10, 07:22 AM
Hey!
I have a busy day today, but I just wanted to let you know I am thinking about you.
Wish I could be there.
10:12 AM

She wants to meet you
Is that your best friend?
She’s very pretty.
Yes
You told her about me?
Yes
I was smiling at my phone
She caught me
What was on your phone?
Your texts
Oh.
I'm glad I could make you smile?
She is glad too
That is why she wants to meet you
Tell her I would love to meet her too!
After I meet you of course 😊
07:06 PM
I was running and the sunset was really beautiful.

Thought you might appreciate it.
08:33 PM
Getting ready for bed with some late night reading..

You wear glasses?
Yes?
Is that bad?
No
Okay.
You should sleep, it’s getting way too late…
Not everyone has old man bedtime like you
I’m not an old man!
It’s healthy to go to bed early!
And you know that.
Hmm
You go to bed early
Wear glasses
Sounds like an old man to me
We’re the same age!
No you are older
Only two months!!
Are you walking with a cane?
Fuck you.
I literally went for a run today.
You are really good at convincing me you are not an old man
If you would stop being an asshole, I wouldn’t have to say anything.
But you are too easy to make fun of 😥 
Go to sleep.
I do not want to
Funeral tomorrow
Oh shit, sorry.
Now I feel like an asshole.
Don’t feel sorry
You are a good distraction
And I do need to go to sleep
Okay..
Text me whenever you want, okay?
Yes, Jane
Goodnight 🐶
March 11,  02:05 PM
Funeral is over
How are you feeling?
Better I think
I told my brother he could have my house
I do not want to come back here
Come back where?
Russia
Oh.
I do not like it here
There is not much for me
How did your brother react?
He was very angry
He is going to miss you?
Ah
No
He is going to miss my money
What?
Seriously?
You’re his brother!
Not for a long time I think
I will only miss my niece
Maybe I will come back to visit her
And my mama’s grave
I remember you telling me about your niece.
Is your dad buried with your mom?
No
I am glad he is not
Yeah. Me too.
Is that okay for me to say?
Very okay
When are you going back to Boston?
As soon as possible
You should take some extra time to grieve..
I do not want to
Okay. Just know that you could, yeah?
Okay
Let me know when you’re flying back?
Yes
March 12,  06:34 PM

I kind of wish I had a burger right now.
Are you addicted to real food now?
Shit, what are you doing awake??
I thought I could safely admit this without you seeing it immediately…
I would have seen it tomorrow
Yeah, but at least by then I would have finished this meal already…
You are scared I will tease you for this?
No.
I KNOW you will tease me.
Ah
You are right
Just so you know, I will be saving that last message.
At least I will have some leverage against all your teasing.
So prepared
I feel like I have to be when you’re the one I am up against.
Dramatic
I’m not dramatic.
Hmm
I’m not.
07:03 PM
Oh, now you’re sleeping?
Convenient.
11:41 PM
Sorry
Had to sleep
Flying back today
11:52 PM
You are already asleep?
I will be on a plane
Do not freak out if I don’t text back
March 13, 08:43 AM
I hope you have a safe flight!
What makes you think I would freak out?
I won't by the way.
Delivered
10:20 AM
What time do you land?
Delivered
12:33 PM
How long has it been since you left?
You must have had a layover by now.
Delivered
01:41 PM
They have service at airports, right?
Delivered
02:11 PM
Text me when you land?
Delivered
04:29 PM
I looked up flights from Moscow to Boston and saw that it could take up to 22 hours.
So, you’ll at least be back home around midnight?
Delivered
09:17 PM
I really need to sleep…
Long work day tomorrow.
You better be home by the time I wake up!
Delivered
March 14, 01:13 AM
Home
I am going to sleep for a very long time
You won’t freak out this time, yes?
07:16 AM
I’m glad you’re home safe 😊
And fuck you, I was not freaking out.
I was just curious about your flight.
Text me when you’re awake?
Delivered
08:56 PM
I’m assuming you’re still sleeping.
Which is good, you needed to rest.
I will talk to you tomorrow hopefully.

Delivered

 










To: Lily

March 15, 05:36 AM
I slept very long
Now I am awake way too early
Do not get used to this
I will never be awake before you again
Hey!
Oh, I have been up since five.
So, you still have not been awake before me 😊
You scare me
If you keep this going, maybe you can build a better sleep schedule!
Why are you so excited about this?
I’m not!
Hmm okay
How did you sleep?
Okay I think
I did not wake up much
That’s good, right?
Yes I was very tired
I can only imagine.
Take it easy today?
Have no choice
My trainer will not let me back yet
I like him.
Of course you do
He says the same things you do
He sounds smart.
Are you calling yourself smart now?
I don’t know what you’re talking about.
You are being smart right now
Wow, I didn’t want to say it, but I agree!
Funny
Very funny
I guess you can’t tell people I’m not funny anymore!
I will still do that
Has anyone ever told you that you’re kind of an asshole?
No
Never
You’re an asshole.
You like it
I definitely don’t.
Do you kiss your mother with that lying mouth?
Fuck you.
How do you have all this energy so early anyway?
Must be the twenty hours of sleep
Or maybe it is the company
Must be the sleep then.
Yes
Must be
Are you busy today?
Unfortunately I am..
I wish I could keep texting.
I will text you after work though?
Okay
I will wait
If you have nothing to do you should go to the shelter.
I’m sure the dogs missed you!
Why do you think that
Because I missed you.
Oh
I missed you too
03:38 PM
You were right
They missed their favorite volunteer

They are saying hi to you
08:27 PM
I told you!
Did you have fun?
Yes
Thank you for telling me to go
Maybe I needed this
I had a feeling you might.
Ah because you know me so well
I would like to think I do.
Yes you do
You should sleep
Very late for you
Just when we’re getting along…
Goodnight Janiebug
That’s gross, why would you say that…
And Jane is not even my name, so why would you make a nickname out of it?
You know what, I am not going to start this discussion.
Simple solution
Tell me your real name
No.
You’re right, I should sleep.
Goodnight ‘Lilybear’
Did you look that up?
So sweet 🥰
I should have known you would like that 🙄


 










To: Rose

March 16, 04:20 PM
I think I’m going to ask him for a picture today.
Wish me luck?
Good luck!!!!
You can do it babe!!!
And you better believe I’m staying online, I want your reaction immediately 😊
Fine.
Seen

 










To: Lily

March 16, 04:23 PM
Heyyyy….
Doing anything fun right now???
What is wrong with you?
Nothing…
With you??
Why are you being weird?
I'm not being weird!!
You never use multiple letters or question marks
I do. Sometimes!
No you don’t
What is wrong
Tell me
Nothing is wrong…
I do not believe you
Tell me
Okayy….
I was wondering…
We have been texting for a while and I know you said you’re famous…
Because I am
Yeah. So…
What if we exchange pictures? Just not names.
So, we know what the other looks like?
Just not who they are exactly.
04:38 PM
You know what?
Forget it.
Stupid idea.
I know we can’t really send pictures of ourselves.
Jane
No forget I asked please.
Stop freaking out
I’m not freaking out!
I was looking for pictures
What?
You ask for pictures
I was looking for pictures to send
You were?
Yes
You still want?
Yeah, okay.
What do you prefer
Shirtless? 👀
You can just send normal pictures.
Boring
I’m kind of nervous about sending a picture…
Then don’t
What?
I will send beautiful photos of myself
You do not have to
You can send a photo when you want to
Can be tomorrow
Can be next week
You would be okay with that?
Yes
Is probably because you will be so insecure after seeing how hot I am🥵
You are really selling yourself here.
What if I don’t think you live up to the hype?
Not worried
You will agree with me
Wow.
Cocky.
Wow
You are asking for dickpic?
What? No!
You’re gross.
I mean cocky, like arrogant.
Yes I know Jane
Asshole.
Okay
Just pictures
No name
Do not look me up, yes?
I won't, I promise.
Ready?
I hope so.


05:04 PM
Speechless?
05:11 PM
I know I am hot but I do not think I am this hot
05:28 PM
Okay now I AM getting worried
05:47 PM
Jane?
06:02 PM
Fuck this
Goodnight
Text me when you feel like being nice again

 










To: Rose

04:56 PM
Holy shit
Fuck fuck fuck
Holy shit
Rose
What do I do?
Fuck
Please
Calm down sweetie
What’s going on??
Fuck
He sent me pictures
WHAT!!
Is he hot???
Shaneeee
Yes he’s hot
But that’s not the point
I KNOW him
What do you mean you know him?
I know who he is
WHAT
SHANE
WHO IS HE
We decided not to use names just pictures
But I didn’t think I would recognize him?!
Fuck
This can’t be real
Shane if you don’t tell me who he is RIGHT NOW
I can’t
Right?
I mean I would be outing him
I have told you things
Shane
I can keep a secret
You know this
Oh
I guess I do
Okay
So tell me?
It’s Rozanov
As in
Ilya Rozanov
Sorry
WHAT
I am going to ask you to repeat that because the only person I know with that name is YOUR RIVAL
That’s him.
I'M SORRY
SHANE WHAT THE FUCK?????
Now do you get why I am freaking the fuck out???????
Oh my god
You have been texting your RIVAL??
This is the BEST
What???
No, it isn’t!
What are you talking about?
Give me a second to calm down
Oh my god
You are telling me
That the two famous hockey rivals
Somehow both signed up for a buddy
Because both of them are pathetic and don’t have any friends
We’re not pathetic!
And you are literally one of my friends.
Besides the point
You became friends
Unknowingly
NOT TO MENTION
He is bisexual
And you like him
I do not like him.
Oh you are not getting out of this
You told me that you liked him
I do not like him!!
You said he was hot like a minute ago
That was just a fact!
It doesn’t mean anything!
I mean
He is hot
Like really hot
And he likes you
You don’t know that.
He sent pictures of himself because you asked
I think he likes you
He doesn’t.
Wait I can't hear you
I am too busy talking to my agent on the phone
Because we need to make this a movie plot ASAP
I don’t know why I thought you would be any help.
Shaaane
Come on
Even you can see this is gold
It’s not ‘gold’!
I am freaking out
What do I say??
You haven’t said anything?
No?
I am talking to you.
So he sent you pictures of himself
And now you are leaving him on read?
What else am I supposed to do???
Talk to him?!
Send a picture back maybe??
He already said I didn’t have to do that.
What?
I said I was nervous about sending a picture.
He said I didn’t have to if I wasn’t ready.
And you said he doesn’t like you?
That has nothing to do with this.
It has EVERYTHING to do with this!!
He likes youuuuu
You need to text him back
I can’t
It’s weird now
You can’t just leave it like this
What else do I do?
I know too much about him, it’s weird!
Exactly
What?
You know so much about him
Because you’re friends
You can’t just stop texting him
Rose.
Shane
Before this
You considered him your friend
Yeah…
Maybe even something more than that?
I’m not answering that.
Okay
If you stopped talking to him would you miss him?
Not Rozanov
But your friend
Yeah.
Okay
You don’t have to tell him you know him
Although I think he would want to know
But maybe start by texting him back
What do I say?
You don’t have to tell him he’s hot if that’s what you’re thinking
I wasn’t thinking that.
Okay, sure
You can even just thank him for the pictures
He knows you’re awkward right?
It probably wouldn’t even phase him
Okay.
I’ll text him tomorrow.
Shane
I just can’t do it right now, okay?
Okay
Just make sure you text him
Okay…
I believe in you
And I love you okay?
Even if you liked your rival as more than just friends 😏
Don’t joke about that please.
Sorry
I love you 💗
Love you too..
Seen

 










To: Lily

March 17, 01:17 PM
Thanks for the pictures.
Oh he finally decides to text back
Took that long to think of something to say?
Fuck you.
No fuck you
I’m sorry.
I do not know why you are being so weird
I am not ugly
So what is it
Nothing!
Okay
March 18, 09:36 PM
Doing anything today?
Are you done being weird?
You want to have normal conversations now?
Yes.
Can’t we just move past it?
Fine
I am not doing anything today
You’re not going out tonight?
Not in the mood
I thought you were always in the mood for a party.
Maybe you do not know me so well
I am trying to move past it, can you just work with me here?
Fine
Thank you for asking, Jane! I am not doing anything today, not even a party. Why? I don’t know, maybe because I am not in the fucking mood for a party!
Good enough?
Fuck you.
Yes
Maybe tomorrow I will be in a better mood, okay?
Yeah, okay.
I’ll text you.
I am not counting on it
I said I was sorry.
I know
I am sorry for not responding immediately.
Why didn’t you?
I was freaking out!
No reason to freak out
It’s weird to put a face to the texts now.
Wow
Thank you
This is the reply I had been waiting for
Sorry
Okay
I will talk to you tomorrow.
Sure
I will.
March 19, 04:18 PM

On my way to my parents house for Sunday dinner!
Did you go to the shelter today?
Wow he texted
Can you drop it?
Okay
Yes I was at the shelter
Did you have fun?
Yes
Are you doing anything tonight?
No
Okay.
Seen
March 20, 07:24 PM
What do I need to do?
For what
To get you to talk to me like you normally do.
Maybe this is normal
It’s not.
Just tell me?
Send a photo of yourself
I will not reply for whole day
Then I will talk normal
I thought I didn’t have to send a picture if I didn’t want to.
Maybe I changed my mind
I am not sending a picture right now.
Boring
Why are you being mean?
I am not being mean
Okay?
I am just tired
Can we talk later?
Yeah.
I’ll text you.
Seen

 










To: Hayden

March 20, 08:35 PM
What do you do if someone texts you back but it doesn’t seem like they want to?
Hello to you too man
What is this about?
I fucked up.
Is this about Lily?
No.
Well kind of.
Please tell me
I have been dying to know more
Hypothetically, if Lily sent me a picture of herself.
And I saw the picture, but I took almost a day to reply.
Which I apologized for!
But now whenever I try to start a conversation or move past it, her answers are either really short or just kind of mean.
What do you do?
Holy shit
What kind of picture was it
Are you sending NUDES
SHANE
Who are you
It wasn’t a nude, it was a normal picture!
And you didn’t at least tell her she was beautiful or something?
No.
Yeah you fucked up a bit
I know!
But what do I do?
I don’t know man
I’m at a loss here
Maybe just keep trying you know?
You think that will work?
Eventually
Maybe be extra sweet?
You said you apologized
Yes.
Multiple times.
Good
And you told her she was beautiful the next day, right?
…
Right?!
Not really.
Shane what did you say
I said thanks for the pictures?
Now I understand why I never see you with girls
Okay?
Ouch?
Maybe start by telling her the pictures were hot
Then be extra sweet
Yeah, okay.
I’m going to do that.
Thanks Hayd!
You’re welcome 😂

 










To: Lily

March 21, 03:12 PM
For the record…
You were right.
You looked good on the pictures you sent.
Seen
04:55 PM
Guess I deserve being left on read for once.
Seen
09:00 PM
Okay, goodnight.
Seen
March 22, 09:20 AM
Goodmorning!
Seen
11:32 AM
You know what?
You’re being really fucking mean right now.
Seen
02:44 PM
Fuck you.
Asshole.
Seen

 










To: Rose

March 22, 04:35 PM
Hey...
I know we said dinner, but would you want to go out tonight?
You know, get drinks or something?
With you?
Always
But it’s the middle of the week
Are you okay?
Not really.
I kind of need a drink.
Done
We’re going out
Thank you.
You don’t have to thank me
I am more than happy to go out with my best friend

 










To: Lily

March 23, 01:11 AM
hiii
i miss uuu
lillyya
ur being mnea
mean
thtas okau
i lkkeyou
like
lilyya
i rlly like youu
Jane
Where are you?
im at the clun
clubb
Is someone with you?
im withh my ex gf
Did you drink?
no
Jane.
a litle bit
I thought you said you did not drink
i dont
rose said it ok
its okk
Rose is your ex girlfriend?
mm
i dont like her
im gay
You are?
hm
i dont like her
wait
no
i do
i like her
shes my frend
friend
i also like you
ilyyaa
Ilya, hmm?
I like you too
ohhh
goood!!
I think you should go home
You are very drunk
m so tireed
Is anyone with you right now?
yayyyy
rose sher
here
Are you going home?
Jane?
01:50 AM
I am getting worried
Talk to me
we r in a carrr
on our wayy homee
will u be there when i get ther
No
I do not know where you live, Jane
ohh
ill tell u
Tell me tomorrow if you remember, okay?
okkkaaayyyy
Text me when you get home?
02:14 AM
mhome
Goodnight Jane💗
good nightt liliya💗💗
Seen

 













  
    Chapter End Notes

    Needed to do the angst tag some justice, sorry!
I would also be pissed if someone asked for pictures and then took like a whole day before responding, when they did read it, because they were online when you sent them....
Poor Ilya.
Probably hoping for Shane to react excited and maybe profess his undying love upon seeing the hotness that is Ilya Rozanov.
But I also think he took it a bit far.
Poor Shane.

Anyways, next chapter will start with Shane's hangxiety!!
Now Ilya knows that Shane knows who he is, but Ilya doesn't know who Shane is, but what he does know is that the person texting him is very very gay......


  


      

  












      Chapter 3: Ilya Interlude #1
  



    Chapter Notes

      HA, I lied.
Not the morning after yet, instead a short Ilya interlude!
Some of the texts will overlap with the last chapter, but this is mostly covering Ilya's texts to Svetlana 😊
Most of the thread with Jane is just to show you where we are in the conversations!!

If you are confused about the different time stamps, it's because these time stamps are in Moscow time.

Also, if there is one thing we know about Ilya Rozanov, it's that he is down bad for Shane in every universe. This chapter also dives a bit into Ilya's depression and his being careful about caring too much about new people 😥

Have fun reading! (I am joking. You won't have fun reading this.)


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  








To: Jane

March 5, 03:30 PM
Had good lunch with your parents?
05:13 PM
Yes, it was great!
05:22 PM
Do you see them often?
As much as I can.
They visit me sometimes, but I travel a lot for work.
So, I try to drive home on the weekends that I don’t have to work.
That is nice
It is.
Did you visit the shelter today?
No
Not in the mood
You okay?
Stressed I think
Do you want to talk about it?
No
I’m going out for dinner with my parents now, are you going to be okay?
Yes
Go have fun
I’ll talk to you later, okay?

 










To: Алексей

March 6, 09:46 PM
Возвращайся домой
Папа умер
хорошо

 










To: Sveta

March 6, 09:50 PM
Sveta
I need to go to Russia
Papa is dead
Do you want me to come with you?
Yes
I’ll book us flights
Thank you.
Seen

 










To: Jane

March 7, 04:16 AM
Hi
Hey!
Are you okay?
I am in Russia
Did something happen?
My father
He is dead
Oh, I am so sorry.
It’s okay
I wish I could be there with you right now…
Yes
Me too

 










To: Sveta

March 7, 04:28 AM
Ilyusha
Get off your phone right now
You need to sleep
Sveta
Stop texting your boy
He is not my boy
Sure
He said he wishes he could be here with me
Oh
That’s cute
He also said it’s okay to grieve my father
He sounds smart
He also said that about you
Hmm I like him
Yes
Me too
Go to sleep
You’ll need to be rested tomorrow

 










To: Sveta

March 9, 9:14 AM
He ate food for me
Okay?
He has a very strict diet
But he ate greasy food for me
Romantic
We are just friends
Whatever you say
Will you be here today?
I can’t
Dinner tomorrow?
Please
I love you 💗
I love you too

 










To: Sveta

March 11,08:55 PM
I am sorry for my brother
He should not have called you that
I can handle it
I don’t want you to fight for me
I am tired
I know
You should text ‘Jane’ before you sleep
I don’t know if I can be very nice to him right now
I’m pretty sure he won’t care
Don’t stay up too long
We’ll fly back early tomorrow morning
Okay
09:20 PM
He said he is glad my father is not buried with my mama
He is a good man
He is
March 12, 01:41 AM
He is also very dramatic
06:02 AM
I told you not to stay up
I’m picking you up in thirty minutes
You better be ready
06:24 AM
I’m tired
Who’s fault is that
😔
Tell your boytoy you won’t be texting him back
Ah yes, he will freak out
I’ll be there in 5

 










To: Jane

March 15,  05:36 AM
I slept very long
Now I am awake way too early
Do not get used to this
I will never be awake before you again
Hey!
Oh, I have been up since five.
So, you still have not been awake before me 😊
You scare me

 










To: Sveta

March 15,  05:39 AM
I am texting an insane person
He is already awake
Who does that?!
10:11 AM
And yet you still text him
Because you signed me up for a stupid buddy
Imagine if I never did that
You would have never met him
Would that have been better?
You are being smart
You like him
None of your business
You are making it my business because you can’t stop talking about him!
Not true
You are not fooling me, Ilyusha
03:40 PM
I went to the shelter
Really?
Normally you only go on Sundays
Jane said I should go
He said the dogs missed me
Mhm
He also said he missed me
Ilyushaaa
He likes you
You have wild fantasies
You let me read your texts
I am very confident that he likes you
Maybe
09:01 PM
He called me Lilybear 😊
You liked that?
It was sweet!
And you say he’s the insane person
He is
Sure my friend

 










To: Jane

March 16, 04:23 PM
Heyyyy….
Doing anything fun right now???
What is wrong with you?
Nothing…
With you??
Why are you being weird?
I’m not being weird!!
You never use multiple letters or question marks
I do. Sometimes!
No you don’t
What is wrong
Tell me
Nothing is wrong…
I do not believe you
Tell me
Okayy….
I was wondering…
We have been texting for a while and I know you said you’re famous…
Because I am
Yeah. So…
What if we exchange pictures? Just not names.
So, we know what the other looks like?
Just not who they are exactly.

 










To: Sveta

March 16, 04:30 PM
Sveta
He is asking for pictures
Not my name
Pictures
YES
SEND IT
What if he doesn’t like me
What if he sees the pictures and doesn’t want to talk to me anymore
He already likes you
And you’re hot
It will be fine
Shit what do I send
Please send a normal picture
He might like a shirtless picture 👀
For the love of god don’t send him a nude
The man will have a heart attack
You are no fun
What should I send?
Give me a second

Little mirror pic
Cute
Maybe another selfie?
Mm yes
Wait
How about this one

Yes perfect
He is going to love these
Promise
Yes
04:52 PM
I sent the photos
He is not responding
Give him a second
05:05 PM
Still nothing
You promised he was going to love these
I was sure he would!
Maybe he is just anxious again?
He never panics this long
And he always talks to me about it
Patience
06:06 PM
Has he responded yet?
No.
Ilyusha
You said it would be fine
I know
You said he liked me
I was so sure he did
I was stupid to think that
You are not stupid
It was good when he did not know me
Now he has seen my face and he wants to run away
Always the same
Ilya
I love you 💗
Please call me?
I do not want to talk now
Please?
I will be mad at him with you
I am not mad at him
It’s okay to be mad
I am not mad
I understand
Please don’t talk about my friend like that
Call me
I love you 💗
Never leave me?
Never

 










To: Sveta

March 17, 01:22 PM
He finally texted
‘Thanks for the pictures’
What?
Fuck him
What is that bullshit answer
He said sorry
Not good enough for me
He should explain why he didn’t reply for twenty hours
Don’t let him off the hook that easy
I am not
March 18, 09:50 PM
We had a fight
He was mad at me for not moving past it
I did not feel like talking
He said he was freaking out
Did he finally say why?
‘It’s weird to put a face to the texts now.’
This is what he said
Okay?
He said sorry again
He is trying
He needs to try harder
I do not want to lose him
But I am scared he will leave
I know
But maybe you should talk to him and tell him that
No
March 19, 04:20 PM
He texted again
Normal things
Maybe he is trying
Yes
March 20, 07:35 PM
He asked me what he needs to do to get me to text more
What did you say?
I was an asshole
Ilyusha…
He cannot leave me if I leave him first
You need to talk to him
This is not healthy
March 21, 03:13 PM
He sent this:
‘You looked good on the pictures you sent.’
What does this mean?
This is good news!
Why
Maybe he did freak out because he thought you were hot!
I knew he liked you
This does not prove anything
He is trying
And he clearly likes you
And he is your friend
Maybe you should forgive him
Maybe I should let him wait twenty hours
Ilyusha…
March 22, 02:45 PM
He is very angry with me
Have you texted back yet?
No
You are taking this a bit far
Yes
I do not know how to fix this
I do not know how to fix my stupid feelings
They’re not stupid
I like him
I know
More than friends maybe
I know you do
He might not even like men
I do not think he likes me like that
You won’t know unless you ask
And you are very easy to like
Okay
Don’t sell yourself short
You are one of the best people I know
Maybe tell him that
I will when I meet him
Just because I am telling you to stop being angry at him, does not mean I will stop
I do not want you to be angry with him
I don’t care
Talk to him?
Please?
March 23, 01:40 AM
Sveta
Great news!
He likes me 😊
What???
How do you know this??
He is very drunk right now
And he was texting me
And he said he liked me
I knew it!!!
Also
He is gay
😊
ILYUSHA
I TOLD YOU
Wait
So did he really freak out because he thought you were hot?
You did not need that ego boost
No I do not think so
He texted me my name
He knows who I am
I think that is why he freaked out
Shit
Yes
How do you feel about that
I do not care
He likes me
😂
He just asked me if I will be there when he gets home
He is so cute 🥰
How drunk is he??
Very
He will hate this tomorrow
Does this mean you will finally talk to him?
Yes
I am not forgetting all the shit you told me
Talk to him about your feelings
Bleh
If you don’t I will steal his number and do it for you
Fine 🙄
Seen

 













  
    Chapter End Notes

    Btw, just imagine Ilya and Svetlana's texts were in Russian please xxx

How realistic is it that Ilya would have said all this to Svetlana? I don't know. But we needed a little character study that explained why he reacted like that when Shane didn't text him back, soo....

Next chapter will be more fun, I promise!! 💖


  


      

  












      Chapter 4
  


    Chapter Summary

    Morning after conversations 👀



    Chapter Notes

      Starting with a little repeat appearance of Shane's drunk texts to Ilya, because I just adore him so much.


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  








To: Lily

March 23, 01:11 AM
hiii
i miss uuu
lillyya
ur being mnea
mean
thtas okau
i lkkeyou
like
lilyya
i rlly like youu
Jane
Where are you?
im at the clun
clubb
Is someone with you?
im withh my ex gf
Did you drink?
no
Jane.
a litle bit
I thought you said you did not drink
i dont
rose said it ok
its okk
Rose is your ex girlfriend?
mm
i dont like her
im gay
You are?
hm
i dont like her
wait
no
i do
i like her
shes my frend
friend
i also like you
ilyyaa
Ilya, hmm?
I like you too
ohhh
goood!!
I think you should go home
You are very drunk
m so tireed
Is anyone with you right now?
yayyyy
rose sher
here
Are you going home?
Jane?
01:50 AM
I am getting worried
Talk to me
we r in a carrr
on our wayy homee
will u be there when i get ther
No
I do not know where you live, Jane
ohh
ill tell u
Tell me tomorrow if you remember, okay?
okkkaaayyyy
Text me when you get home?
02:14 AM
mhome
Goodnight Jane💗
good nightt liliya💗💗
Seen
11:00 AM
You know who I am
11:35 AM
What?
What are you talking about?
Had fun drinking last night?
Fuck
Do not freak out

 










To: Rose

March 23, 11:36 AM
ROSE LANDRY
SOS
WHY WOULD YOU LET ME DRINK SO MUCH
Ugh
Why are you screaming
It’s early
IT’S ALMOST NOON AND YOU NEED TO ANSWER ME
You wanted to drink!
Maybe you shouldn’t have let me!
You know I never drink!
Yes I know
You were drunk after 3 beers 😂😂
Rose...
This is not funny...
It’s a little funny
You are such a clingy drunk
ROSE LANDRY
Why are you screaming again??
Are you absolutely sure I was only being clingy with you?
Yes?
We went home in the same car remember?
I literally dropped you off
I can promise you you did not go home with anyone
That is not what I’m worried about
Was I being clingy with my phone?
Hahahaha yes
You kept texting your boy
And you didn’t see anything wrong with that?!?!?!
Nooo
It was cute
Well at first it was just sad
You know, him being an asshole being the whole reason we went out for drinks
But when he started replying you were so happyyyy
I never see you happy like that
SO YOU LET ME TEXT HIM WHEN I WAS DRUNK
Oh no
Shane
What did you say to him
What DIDN’T I say to him
Oh god
Did you tell him who you are?
No thank god I didn’t do that
Oh
Crisis averted
No?!
Crisis not averted?!
I did tell him that I knew who he was
Oh
That’s not too bad
It wouldn’t be
If I had said: Hey I know you are Ilya Rozanov
Instead I said: I like you Ilya
OMG
YOU TOLD HIM YOU LIKED HIM????
THIS IS SO EXCITING
NOT THE POINT
Nooooo
Shane this is not so baddd
How is this not bad???
What did he say back????
He said he liked me too
OH MY GOD
SHAAANEE
I TOLD YOU
What do I do?
This is not too bad
We can work with this
Maybe we could
If I not also told him that I am GAY
Oh god you did not
I did
Shane I am so proud of you!! 💗
What?
This is the first time you came out to someone!
I came out to you?
Well
I kind of came out FOR you
But sure!
And how is this better?
I WAS DRUNK
And who’s fault was that?
Not mine!
You dragged me to the clubs
It didn’t take much convincing
Yeah because you were so sad 😥
But now you don’t have to be sad anymore!!
Because he liiiikes youuu
Rose…
What do I say?
This is so embarrassing.
Stop rereading your drunk texts!
How do you know I’m doing that?
I know you
Rose, I asked him if he would be there when I got home.
Oh no you didn’t 😂
I did…
This is so embarrassing.
Nooo
Shane
It’s okay
It’s cute!
How is threatening to give him my address ‘cute’???
You threatened him??
No, but I said I would tell him.
What did he say?
He said ‘tell me tomorrow if you remember’.
THAT IS SO SWEET
He didn’t want you to regret anything
I regret enough!
Shane, you’ll be okay
He doesn’t know who you are
Yet 👀
I’m not telling him.
Fine
He knows you like him
So what?
He likes you back!
Maybe he just said it because he didn’t want to upset drunk me…
Okay, so ask him!
I’m not asking him!
Just talk to him!
You don’t have to ask that
Maybe he’ll say it first!
I doubt that with how I acted last night.
At least he didn’t leave you on read
Maybe he is sorry for being an asshole
Maybe.
I’m still mad at him.
He is the whole reason we went out, so HE is the reason I sent those texts in the first place!
Stop freaking out
I can’t.
What else are you freaking out about?
I told him I’m gay.
??
What’s wrong with that?
You know he’s not homophobic, because he’s bisexual
Perfect person to come out to!
What if he thinks I like him as more than friends now that I said I’m gay?
You do like him as more than friends
Not the point!
What did you say first, that you were gay or that you liked him?
The gay thing.
Okay
So you told him you’re gay
And he was okay with that obviously
Then you told him you liked him
And he said he liked you
You wanted to tell him where you live
He said no to be respectful
Tell me if I’m saying anything wrong?
You’re not saying anything wrong.
Shane
Trust me
He likes you
I don’t know.
Maybe?
YES
Yes
I can do a maybe
Will you talk to him now?
Yeah.
Okay.
Oh my god
Shane
Ilya Rozanov likes you
Don’t remind me.
I can see you two together so clearly
Wow
It’s right in front of my eyes
You two look gorgeous together
You are insane.
Beautiful
Suits on
Me next to you of course
Where are we in this scenario?
At your wedding??
Obviously?
ROSE
Come on Shaneee
Let a girl dream
Please do not dream about me marrying Rozanov!
Do I need to remind you that you like him?
Please don’t.
You like himmm
He likes youuuu
Let me shout it from the rooftops
Shane Hollander likes Ilya Rozanov
Stop.
Do you know how much money I could get if I sold this story to TMZ??
Please don’t do that.
I might
If you don’t go talk to him RIGHT NOW
Fine.
What colors do you think for the wedding?
If it’s in the spring I think maybe pastels?
Hmm
Hockey players probably don’t care about dress codes
Sometimes I wonder why I’m friends with you.
Didn’t I tell you to go?
I can dream up your perfect wedding on my own
I don’t need you for this
This conversation is the perfect hangover cure
Wait
Shane
Could you do something embarrassing every time I go out?
I would never have a hangover again!
Oh!
What color chairs do you think?
White chairs are classic
But we could do something different maybe
Oh flowers!
What are your favorite flowers??

 










To: Lily

11:35 AM
Do not freak out
11:56 AM
This is so embarrassing.
Could you maybe just forget that I sent all that?
I do not think I can do that
That’s what I was scared of.
You do not need to be scared
No?
You can say that when you send me a million drunk texts!
To someone who by the way hasn’t been replying to your sober texts either.
I am sorry
About what?
I am sorry I did not reply to your texts
I was an asshole
You were.
For the record, I am sorry about leaving you on read when you sent those pictures.
Even though I have apologized for that before.
I know
I am sorry
When I stopped replying I did not know how to start again
And I did not want you to stop first
So you stopped replying, because you were scared I would stop?
How does that make any sense?
Because in the end no one will be texting and this whole thing would be over!
I know
Do you want it to be over?
No
How can I believe you?
I will prove it
I am sorry
Okay.
You can stop saying that.
I forgive you.
You do?
If you forgive me?
Already done
Good.
Can we go back to normal now?
Yes
After we talk about your very cute drunk texts
I was hoping you forgot.
Eh no
I could never forget about that
Can we really not talk about anything else?
Jane
Lily
You know that is not my name
Ilya
Ah yes
You know who I am
Yes.
You recognized me?
Yeah.
Are you angry I didn’t tell you?
No
Maybe I understand now why you freak out, yes?
You have been texting a very hot, very rich hockey player
Good reason to freak out
It was a good reason.
Not good enough to leave you on read for so long though.
Is okay
You have apologized
You really don’t mind me knowing who you are?
No
I could tell people.
You won’t
I trust you
Oh.
Do you want to know who I am?
Yes
But not until you want to tell me
Okay?
What
I feel like it’s weird that I know who you are, but you don’t know who I am and I am too scared to tell you, but I feel like that is not fair.
And now you are being so nice about it and I don’t know if it’s because you actually don’t want to know who I am?
It just doesn’t make sense to me.
Jane
I don’t get it!
I like you
What?
I like you
That is why I do not mind you telling me later
I like you and I want you to be comfortable when you tell me
Oh.
Yes ‘oh’
So you were not just saying you liked me, because drunk me told you he liked you?
No
Oh.
Only drunk you likes me?
No.
Sober me likes you too…
Good
You are not freaking out anymore?
Still a bit.
Why
Because of something else I told you?
What?
Oh
Yeah…
Jane
You know I am bisexual
I am okay with you being gay
I KNOW that.
But my brain won’t let me believe it…
Are you not okay with me being bisexual?
What?
Of course I am.
Okay
So why would I not be okay with you being gay
I don’t know.
I am more than okay with you being gay.
Okay?
Okay.
Thank you.
For what?
Being so nice to me.
You don’t have to deal with all my panic attacks.
Jane
I will say it again
I like you
I do not mind your panic
Okay.
I believe you.
Good
Now what are your plans for today
I don’t know.
I’m still in bed…
I do not think I heard you
You are still in bed?
I have a hangover!
And I was freaking out.
Pretty valid reason to stay in bed if you ask me!
For me, yes
For you?
I sleep in sometimes!
When
Whenever I go out.
So
Never
Fuck you.
Is true
You were so drunk yesterday
How much did you drink
…
Tell me
I had like five beers.
And maybe some shots?
I don’t exactly remember.
FIVE
You were THAT drunk with only five beers?
And shots!
Wow
That is impressive
Fuck you!
I thought you wouldn’t be an asshole anymore!
I did not say that
I will still make fun of you
I hate you.
No you don’t
I definitely do.
No
You like me
I’m going to take a shower.
Take me with you?
Ew, no?
How would I even do that??
😥
How are you sad about that?
Are you mad at me?
What?
No!
Then take me with you
I can’t text while I’m showering.
Boring
Asshole.
Seen

 










To: Lily

March 24, 08:35 PM
I can see you are typing
What?
I wasn’t.
I can see the bubbles
Oh.
Wait, how did you see those?
Were you typing too?
No
You are lying!
I was thinking of something!
I was not typing
Yet
You didn’t know what to say either?
No
I’m glad I wasn’t the only one.
I got stressed thinking about what we normally talked about.
Suddenly I had no idea.
Me too
Stressed

Needed this
You’re smoking?
Yes is for stress
I don’t want to be a reason you smoke!
You should put that out.
We’re talking now, you don’t need it anymore.
Noooo
I do not want to
You should.
It’s really bad for you.
Oh is it?
Stop smoking or I’ll stop talking.
😥
Did you put it out yet?
Yes
Good.
Now can I tell you about my day?
I’ve been wanting to do that since this morning.
So eager to talk?
Fuck off.
Can I?
Yes
This morning I actually slept through my alarm, can you believe it?
I think it’s because I messed up my sleep schedule yesterday.
I am never drinking again!
Wow
You slept through your alarm?
How late did you wake up?
None of your business.
Tell me
I don’t know exactly…
But probably around ten?
Ten?
You are insane
So late
Fuck you, you don’t mean that.
Is late for you
It is!
I have never been late to work before.
First time?!
Yeah.
Before this I had a clean record 😊
Of course you are proud of that
Why wouldn’t I be?
Shows that I’m dedicated to the job, right?
But now I ruined that…
So you were late
Big deal
It’s kind of a big deal to me!
Everyone expects better from me.
Did they say something?
Not really…
I got some weird looks, but that’s it.
Okay
So why do you think everyone expects better?
I don’t know…
Oh
What?
YOU expect better from you
Maybe.
Going out drinking is just a stupid reason to miss work, you know?
I do not know
I miss practice all the time
What?!
Does not matter so much
I will still be the best!
You are so full of yourself.
Is for good reason, no?
It’s totally not.
You shouldn’t be drinking so often that you miss practice.
And you shouldn’t smoke.
I put it out!
Doesn’t mean I forgot about it!
You are so disciplined
Very boring
Being disciplined isn’t boring.
You like that?
Yeah, it shows people that you work hard AND it pays off.
Very satisfying.
Hmm I am sure being disciplined is veery satisfying for you
I feel like we’re talking about different things?
Oh really
Yeah?
Read what you sent again
I don’t understand?
Oh.
Mhmm
I didn’t mean being disciplined like that!
Why did you have to make it sexual, I was talking about work!
Sexual?
What are you talking about?
Wait you didn’t mean it like that?
😉
So you did mean it like that.
Why do you have to be such an asshole?!
You like it
I'm seriously starting to doubt that.
Are you angry?
Yes!
Send a photo
No??

Is this what you look like
What?
No!
I'm not a cat!
Kitten
You sound like angry kitten
Fuck you, I’m not a kitten!
But you are very angry
Can you blame me?
You know what? I’m going to bed.
Nooooo
Stayy
I want to talk to you
You can talk to me tomorrow.
Okay 😊
Only if you’re nice to me for once.
I will be very nice
Do not worry
Somehow I doubt that…

Is that supposed to be you?
Yes
I will behave
Fine.
Goodnight.
Goodnight 😘

 










To: Lily

March 25, 09:41 AM

Goodmorning!
You are already awake?
Is not even ten??
Seriously???
I thought you were going to be nice.
Was only joke!!
Janee
09:48 AM
I am sorry 😥
I will behave now 😊
That’s what you said yesterday.
This time it is true
Wow, I am inclined to believe you, but somehow my brain won’t let me?
Very weird.
What does this mean
That I think you’re lying.
Sorry…
What are you doing today
I have a travel day.
So I probably won’t reply for a while.
😭
I think you’ll survive.
No
I will miss you
You’re just a big baby are you?
And by the way, don’t you have a game tonight?
You are checking my schedule?
No.
You are
Just this once!
You looked it up
It’s not that hard to do.
You looked it up 🥰
You are making this way bigger than it needs to be.
I am very charmed by you
Big word for you.
Oh you are making fun of my English now?
No.
You think you are being funny?
No.
I think you are not funny at all
’Look at him, he is Russian, he does not know English’
Very mean
I figured it was my time to be an asshole.
I do not like it
Go back
To what exactly?
Normal Jane
What if I don’t want to?
You have to
You are nice
I am asshole
That is how this works
You’re just deciding that?
Yes
Wow.
I didn’t know there were rules to this friendship.
Lucky for me you like to follow rules, hmm?
It’s not bad to want to follow the rules!
And you are very good at it
Thank you 😊
You are nice again?
Thank god
If I had known you didn’t want me to be an asshole, I would have done that way sooner.
You are a cruel man
I guess you bring out the best in me.
You are blaming me for this?

I learned from the best, right?
You think I am the best? 😏

I really need to go unfortunately.
You should skip your flight
I’m not skipping a flight just to keep texting you!
Boring
How is that boring??
Is you
Everything you do is boring
Then I guess texting you is boring too.
Yes
Very
Wow, fuck you.
Fine
Go on your flight
Traveling without me 🙄
Are you seriously annoyed by that?
Yes
I will miss you
Yeah.
You too.
You still like me?
Unfortunately.
Good
You’re not going to say it back?

I like you
Safe flight 😘
Good luck with your game.
Thank you Jane 😊
I will win for you
Please don’t.
I don’t want to be responsible for Boston 🤢 winning a game.
Throwing up in the middle of the sentence?
This is serious for you
Very.
I will dedicate all my goals to you
Can I change your mind about this?
No
You will watch highlights?
Maybe.
11:42 PM
Were those winks for me?
You saw the game?
Only the highlights.
And you told me to watch them!
I told you I would dedicate the goals to you
And you did that by winking?
You know something better?
I don’t know.
Now it didn’t really seem like it was for me.
I score two goals for you
Still not enough?
It was a very generic dedication!
Could have been for anyone.
You were jealous?
No.
I know you
You were
Goodnight.
You were jealous🥰
Goodnight😏

 










To: Lily

March 26, 02:06 PM
Hi.
I can't text a lot today.
My teammates and I are going out for mandatory team bonding...
Just wanted to give you an update.
04:13 PM
Team bonding is stupid
I am having much better day than you

10:34 PM
Cute 😊
You think I am cute?
I meant the dog.
😔
March 27, 06:05 AM

Flying back.
08:21 AM
Landed.
10:06 AM
Home.
Still not up?
11:00 AM

Going for a run.
11:32 AM
You are running after travel day?
I need to stay in shape!
You should try it for once.
You think I am not in shape?
Do I need to send proof?
No.
Maybe you need to send proof you are in shape
Not happening.
Boring
Is that your favorite word to use or something?
Yes
Asshole.
Is that your favorite?
Fuck off.
😘
04:33 PM

He wants to know who I am texting
Is that your teammate?
Yes
What did you tell him?
That I am texting my very pretty girlfriend
What?
Did you really tell him that?
No
I said I have a very needy friend who wants me to text back all the time
I’m not needy.
I said ‘please help me I am soooo tired’
You don’t HAVE to text me
Especially if you’re sooo tired 😒
That is what he said
But I said if I do not text she will freak out
She?
Yes?
You are in my phone as Jane
Oh.
That feels weird.
What do I need to say
Funny story Jane is fake name for a friend that I made because I was very sad and lonely and did not have any friends except for you my dearest teammate?
That would be a bit long to explain.
Yes
Now I need to go
I am annoying my coach
Wait, you’re not done yet?
No
You are stopping me from practice
Please don’t make it my fault.
That’s almost as bad as showing up to work late.
Ah yes
Sorry
I will go
Tell your coach I’m sorry.
I thought you did not want it to be your fault?
I don’t!
But just to be sure.
😂
Shut up.
March 28, 02:44 PM
How do you know if someone is flirting with you?
Someone is flirting with you?
No!
Maybe?
I’m asking you!
Who is it
This physical therapist.
He was massaging me and saying some things…
Like what
Things that might be a bit suggestive?
I don’t know.
I’m not good at picking up on these kinds of things.
What did he say
He could just have been talking about my muscles…
Tell me
He was massaging my legs and when he got to my thighs he said ‘Wow, you have really good thighs’.
He was touching you while he said this?
Well, yeah, obviously?
What else did he say
I mean, I said thanks.
Then he said, ‘You must workout a lot’
And when I got up from the table he winked.
What
No
No
He should not do this
I wink
He can not wink at you
So, this was flirting?
Yes he was definitely flirting with you
Did you flirt back?
No, I mean, I was polite?
Good
Do you think he thought I was flirting back?
Wait, do you think he knew I was gay?
This can’t happen.
What if he really knows??
What if he tells people!
Jane
I do not think he knew
You don’t?
Did he ask you out?
No…
He flirts with you
You are polite to him
But you do not flirt back
That is why he did not ask you out
He probably thinks you are straight
You really think so?
Yes
That’s a relief.
But you should ask for different physical therapist
Why?
Won’t that just be obvious?
No
Is not obvious
Very important
You should do that
Maybe…
You are okay?
Yeah.
I don’t think I’ve ever been flirted with before.
I mean, not like that.
Mmm
What?
I do not believe you
I think I should know, because it would have been with me??
You asked me if he was flirting because you did NOT know!
I just wanted to be sure!
Okay
You are being sarcastic.
I would not do that
🙄
Seen
March 29, 08:12 AM

10:14 AM
What is this?
11:57 AM
My breakfast!
Why is it green
Because it’s healthy?
I would not drink that
What a surprise.
Your breakfast is probably a cigarette.

You know me so well 🥰
Too well.
You should put that out.
Why
You know why!
Hmm no
You are unbelievable.
Thank you 😊
That was not a compliment.
😔
March 30, 08:15 PM
Hi Jane
This is Ilya’s teammate
Marleau
Could you please stop texting him?
We need him on the ice
Hi Marleau?
Wait.
I wasn’t texting him?
What?
But he was blushing at his phone
That’s usually when he’s texting you?
Really?
Yes
Well, I wasn’t texting him this time.
I guess he was rereading your texts then
His phone was open on your thread when I picked it up
Oh.
You are his girlfriend?
Not really.
But you’re texting all the time??
Friends can do that!
Hmm sure

He wants his phone back
It was nice to formally meet you, Jane!
Nice to meet you too 😊
Fuck, you really are a nice one, aren’t you
What?
Ignore marly
Is me again
Oh.
??
You are disappointed?
Marleau was pretty nice.
Betrayal
And he told me you blush.
What
No
He is a liar
Russians do not blush
One Russian does when he’s rereading our texts apparently.
Not true
I do not do this
Sure!
You are ganging up on me
I am going to kill marly
Please don’t kill my new friend 😔
You and marly are not friends
You don’t think he likes me? 😥
No!
Wow.
No is not you
Everyone likes you
Marly is stupid
You are too good for him
Hmm okay…
He is yelling at me
I need to go
I will beat him up for you
Don’t do that on my account, please?
As a matter of fact, don’t fight at all!!
Seen
March 31, 05:29 PM

Cooking
Looks good!
Is that your place?
No
I am with Sveta
We are going out tonight
Should be fun right?
Yes
Are you going out?
I’m staying in.
Early night 😴
Boring
I will send pictures to make you jealous
That is not going to work.
You can still send them though?
Seen
09:47 PM
Sveta wanted me to send this picture

She looks very pretty!
She says thanks
Are you on your way to the bar?
Yes
Have fun!
You have fun reading your book
How do you know I’m reading?
👀
11:43 PM

Vodka here is very bad
Not Russian brand 🤢
11:55 PM
We are going home

Bar was very busy
You would not like
And bad vodka…
Goodnight 😘
April 1, 12:41 PM
Looks like I didn’t miss much last night!
Also, you were right.
Of course I was right
What is this about?

They’re very good 😊
???
Jane?
What is this?
Are you smoking?
Put those away
This is not healthy for you
Jane?
I just wanted to try, since you seem to like it so much!
No
You do not need to smoke
Put that out
How do you have cigarettes
I bought them on my grocery run this morning.
Wasn’t planning to, but then I saw them and thought: Why not try?
Throw them away
Look at the pictures
Smoking is very bad
You will get sick 🤢
I’m just going to keep on smoking for as long as you do it.
I will stop
Throw it away
You will stop smoking?
Yes
You promise?
Yes I promise
Good.
Did you throw them away?
Throw what away?
The cigarettes
What cigarettes?
Do not be funny
From the photo
What photo?
That you sent me!
Oh, that one! 😂
??
What is funny?
APRIL FOOLS
What
What do you mean
April fools!!
I didn’t have cigarettes, I was joking 😂😂
What?
You were freaking out so bad, I can't believe it 😂
This is not funny
It is!!
Wow, the irony of you telling me smoking is bad for me 😂
This was all joking?
Yes 😂
I can't believe you believed me!!
You did not smoke
No!
I would never!
It’s gross.
And bad for you!
Like you said.
You gave me heart attack
Sorry 😊
I need a cigarette
Oh, no you don’t.
I do
But you promised you wouldn’t smoke anymore😥
I only said that so you would not smoke!
You still promised…
Are you telling me that you’re a liar?
Wow, I don’t know if I can be friends with a liar…
I do not lie
Does this mean your promise to stop smoking still stands?
You are a brat
Fine
😊
April 2, 04:49 PM
Dinner with your parents tonight?
You remembered!
Yes!
Did you go to the shelter?
Yes
I found you
??

He likes me
That’s not me.
But he is really cute.
I will name him after you
Have fun at dinner😘
Thanks.
You have fun on your day off!
Sorry I can't text much today…
Is fine
I now have another Jane to keep me company😉
Trading me for a kitten?
Wow…
Seen

 










To: Lily

April 3, 11:23 AM

On our way to beat Montreal
You will cheer for me, yes?
No.
😥

 













To: Rose

April 3, 11:28 AM
I am really nervous about tonight’s game against Boston…
Is this the first time you’re playing against him since you found out?
Yes.
I don’t know if I can be normal on the ice!
You’re a professional
You’ll be okay
We will probably have the first face off against each other.
Oh god..
What if he knows.
What if he looks at me and can just see it??
He takes one look at my eyes and he will know that I’m Jane.
I don’t think I can do this…
Simple
Just don’t look at him
Not that simple.
Is he that hot??
Well, yeah.
But this is the first time I’m seeing him since we’ve become friends, you know?
And he is kind of one of my best friends now and I have to act like I don’t know him?
Shane
You were the one who didn’t want to tell him who you were
Maybe I changed my mind!
Today might be a little late for that
But maybe after the game?
Yeah.
I can do that.
Calming down?
Yes.
No.
What if he finds out before I can tell him?
Do you think he would be mad?
I don’t know.
It’s a pretty big secret to keep…
Okay.
You will get through the game and it’s going to be fine, okay?
Try to not make eye-contact and definitely don’t start talking, because you are the worst liar I have ever met!!
Okay??
And you can tell him who you are after the game
If you change your mind again, that’s fine
You could tell him tomorrow
Or next week
Okay?
Yeah.
Okay.
Thank you.
I love you
I will be watching the game!!
Love you too
08:05 PM
Shane??
Oh my god
Shane
Are you okay??
You’re not moving
WHY ARE YOU NOT MOVING
Shane
Please get up
Tell me you’re okay
Oh god they are taking you off the ice
Do you need to go to the hospital?
They’re saying you’re not coming back for the game
Oh god please be okay
I am taking the next flight to Montreal
I know what you’re going to say
’Rose please don’t it’s not necessary’
I don’t care
I need to see you with my own eyes
Call me when you can?
I love you
💗

 













To: Hayden

April 3, 09:40 PM
I’m sorry I had to leave, but your parents were there so I assumed you were in safe hands!
Your stuff is in your bag in your hospital room.
Get well soon, brother
Jackie and the kids send their kisses 💗

 













To: Lily

April 3, 10:17 PM
Did you watch the game?
Marly feels really bad about that hit
I am very tired
Is not fun to play Montreal when Hollander is not on the ice
10:31 PM
Already asleep?
April 4, 09:10 AM
Going back to Boston today
Maybe next time I am in Montreal you can give me a tour😘
04:05 PM
Home
What are you doing today
09:12 PM
Busy day?
Text me tomorrow?

April 5, 10:27 AM
Are you awake yet
I am bored
01:15 PM
Do you have a travel day?
07:05 PM

😋
Jealous?
09:31 PM
Jane
Did I do something?
April 6, 08:23 AM
Why are you not texting me?
Is there something wrong?
Are you okay?
11:45 AM
Please tell me what I did
I am sorry
I can fix this
Just tell me?
05:54 PM
Tell me what I did wrong
Please?
08:46 PM
I am going crazy here
Please text me back
10:12 PM
Did something happen?
Are you okay?
April 7, 02:23 AM
I miss you
I am worried
Just tell me you are alive
Please
01:24 PM
Hi, this is Jane’s mother. Are you Lily from the buddy program?
Hi
Yes
Is he okay?
He has quite a severe case of the flu, that is why he hasn’t been texting you back. He wanted me to let you know, so you wouldn’t be worried.
He is sick?
Is he okay?
He is still a bit nauseous and dizzy, so he isn’t up for looking at his phone yet. But he will text you when he feels better. Don’t worry, we are taking really good care of him!
You are good parents
I was worried about him
When he did not text me
Tell him to feel better soon please?
Oh honey, I’m so sorry. He is going to be okay. And I will tell him what you said!
Thank you
If you want to send him something, I could give you our address?
Ah
No
He would not want me to have his address
Oh, okay.
Are you going to be okay?
Yes I will be fine
Now that I know he will be okay
Take care of yourself. I am glad Jane has such a good friend.💗
I am glad he is my friend
April 8, 09:23 AM
Good morning
I hope you feel better today

Me without you 😥
06:27 PM
How are you
Are you better?
April 9, 10:34 AM

How are you feeling today?
02:32 PM
Hey!
I just got my phone back.
Are you okay?
Hey
Why are you asking me
I am fine
Are you okay??
Yes
Just a bit sore I guess
Is the flu over?
What?
Your mother said you were sick?
Oh.
Not exactly…
Then why did she say you were?
Because I didn’t want you to worry!
So, I let her tell you I had the flu.
I couldn’t explain what was really going on?
I was worried
Can you tell me now?
I know you were.
I saw the texts
Yes
Very embarrassing
I’m sorry for not replying.
I couldn’t.
I mean, I didn’t have the flu, but I wasn’t exactly okay.
The nausea and dizziness my mom mentioned were real.
What do you mean?
I got hurt during work.
You got hurt?
I’m fine!
I had to go to the hospital for a bit, but now I’m back home.
Hospital?
You are very badly hurt?
It’s not that bad.
I am just a little shaken up.
What does that mean
Just a small concussion and a fractured collarbone
You call that little??
It’s almost gone!
What did the hospital say
I need to rest for a few weeks
Definitely no going back to work…
You are thinking about work now?
Well, yeah!
Sorry for taking my job seriously!
I do not care about your job
I care about you!
Oh.
Sorry.
Can you use your phone for long?
Not too long, but I don’t have to stay off of it at least.
Good
So you can text me?
Yes.
Are you alone at home?
No, I’m with my parents.
Okay
Okay?
03:21 PM
If I tell you something
Will you promise not to panic
What?
Promise me
Fine.
I promise.
Why are you being weird?
I have a theory
I think you are Shane Hollander

 













  
    Chapter End Notes

    I started writing this big ass chapter yesterday, and I definitely underestimated how much time this would take me 😭

I am obsessed with the friendship between Shane and Rose, because I definitely think she brings out a more relaxed and fun side of Shane, especially because she was very accepting of his sexuality from the jump.

And our boys are idiots (in love)
Saying that they like each other, but somehow not communicating that they both mean that in a romantic way...

Ilya is our ragebait king (as always) and he definitely provokes Shane, just so he will get mad at him 🙌🏼

Let me know what you thought of this chapter!

 

Want to see how Ilya felt during those days of silence when Shane was hurt?
And do you want to know how he came to the conclusion that the person he was texting was Shane?
Stay tuned for the next chapter, because it will be an Ilya interlude!! 🥰


  


      

  












      Chapter 5: Ilya Interlude #2
  



    Chapter Notes

      I don't know what to think about this one, I wanted to dive deeper into how Ilya found out, but instead my brain was too focused on what comes next for our boys.. But this is what rolled out 🙌


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  








To: Sveta

March 23, 10:55 AM
I am going to talk to him
You better tell me what he says
11:36 AM
I told him not to freak out
Let me guess
He is freaking out
Yes
What did you say to him??
'You know who I am'
Ilyusha
Who starts a conversation like that
What should I have said
Something else?
No wonder the man is panicking
Is my fault now?
When is it not?
Now you are bullying me too?
Who else is going to do it?
11:56 AM
He texted
Please consider being honest with him instead of an asshole?
Tell him about your feelings
🙄
Ilya Rozanov
I am very serious
Do not fuck this up for yourself
And tell me how it goes
12:45 PM
Sober him likes me too😊
Wow, I never saw that coming.
Sveta
Oh come on, you didn’t think it was obvious?
At least you finally said it to each other
You said it back right?
Who do you think I am
I said it first
I want to know everything the next time I see you
March 24, 09:42 PM
He does not want me to smoke 🥰
Is that supposed to be romantic?
Means that he cares
The ‘I like you’ didn’t do it for you?
He gets angry
Like kitten
So cute
You like when he’s angry at you?
No
Oh god you do
I really don’t get what’s wrong with you
March 25, 09:57 AM
He knew I had a game tonight
He looked up my schedule 😏
Charming
Yes
09:35 PM
Did you just wink at the camera?
10:12 PM
Oh god you just did it again
11:02 PM
I was dedicating the goals to him
You guys are impossible
March 28, 02:45 PM
What does it mean when he asks if someone is flirting with him
03:06 PM
What does it mean when he is polite back but did not flirt back
03:13 PM
What does it mean when he is relieved when people think he is straight
What does it mean when he does not want to ask for a different physical therapist
This one put his hands on him 🤢
03:21 PM
What does it mean when I am being helpful but he rolls his eyes at me
04:11 PM
Will you stop bothering me with questions about your ‘friend’ that you apparently haven’t made it clear to that you like him as more than that?
Maybe I would stop asking if you would answer my questions
Ask google!

 










To: Marly

March 30, 07:55 PM
Can you get off your phone?
We kind of need you to join practice
Why are you not answering me?
You are on your phone!
Oh god you’re blushing
I do not blush
This gets a response?
Get on the fucking ice or I’ll take your phone
Marly did I miss something
What?
You are captain now?
Ordering me around?
Fuck off Roz
Why are you texting me
I wouldn’t have to if you put that thing away for once!
I am busy
I am taking your phone

 










To: Sveta

March 31, 03:25 AM
I’m in town
Come over for dinner, we’ll go out after?
Okay
Leave your phone at home
Why
Oh, I don’t know
Maybe because you will spend the entire night texting your boy
Not my boy
And don’t we all know it
April 1, 01:47 PM
I hate april fools
Now I need to quit smoking
Nothing could ever make you do that
I promised Jane
By accident
How do you promise by accident?
Stupid april fools joke
Poor Ilyusha
😔
He fooled me
I can't believe he managed to make you quit with one joke
Meanwhile I have been trying for years

 










To: Sveta

April 3, 10:03 PM
That was a bad hit
Hollander went down hard
Slap Marleau for me
‘Good game Ilyusha’
‘Well played’
You played like shit after Hollander left the ice
Is because the rest of Montreal players are sooo slow
You are slower than Hollander
How dare you
We both know he’s my favorite player
Betrayal
Oh thank god
News outlets are saying he’s fine
I will tell marly
Damn it
He’s out for the playoffs
A concussion and fractured collarbone apparently
I guess you have a chance to win the cup now
???
We already had a chance to win?
Sure, honey!

 










To: Sveta

April 4, 10:32 AM
Sveta
Jane is not texting me back
I do not know what I did wrong
Calm down
Maybe he is busy?
He is never too busy to text me
When was the last time you heard from him?
Before the game against Montreal
That’s only a little more than one day
Give it some time
Don’t jump to conclusions
April 5, 11:32 AM
I still have not heard from him
I do not know what I did wrong
I’m sure you did nothing wrong
Then why is he not answering me?
Maybe he has a travel day?
Maybe
April 6, 06:02 PM
I am asking him what I did wrong and he is not answering
I fucked it up
I do not know what I did
But I did something
And now he will not speak to me
Ilyusha
Please
Can you come over tonight?
I will look at your texts with you and tell you that you did nothing wrong
Okay?
Okay
April 7, 02:32 AM
What if he is dead and I did not know
What if he never talks to me again
What if I never get to meet him
03:10 AM
I miss him
09:16 AM
Please Ilyusha
You’re only hurting yourself with the what if’s
It will be okay
Before you know it he will text you back!
I do not think he will
It has been four days
Can I come over today?
You do not need to babysit me
It’s not babysitting
I want to see you
Maybe tonight
01:30 PM
His mother texted me
He is sick
Oh thank god
Is he going to be okay?
Yes
He can not look at his phone
That is why he did not text me
How are you feeling?
I will be okay when I know he is
Ilyusha
It is fine
I’m still coming over tonight

 










To: Sveta

April 9, 02:43 PM
I think Jane is Shane Hollander
What?
I’m sorry
Say that again?
I think I have been texting Shane Hollander
No way
I am almost sure
Ilyusha
I love your crazy ideas, but this one might be the craziest you have ever had
I have many reasons to believe I am right
Okay
Say you’re right
What are your reasons?
I will tell you what I know about Jane
He is half Asian
Famous athlete
One of the best in his sport
He lives in Montreal
He recognized me from my pictures
He has an ex girlfriend named Rose
I looked on google
Hollander has an ex girlfriend named Rose
Oh my god
But this is what I already knew
This could still mean nothing
Remember I told you he was sick
Yes
Was not flu
He got hurt during his job
I have to admit that is suspicious
But that does not mean it’s him
Yes
But he told me exactly what he has
Which is?
Concussion and a fractured collarbone
Where have I heard that before?
From me
When I was telling you about Hollander
HOLY SHIT
ILYUSHA
JANE IS HOLLANDER
I am right, yes?
No fucking way
I hate to admit this
I think you are
How didn’t we see this before?!
How do you feel about it?
He is very pretty, no?
No, he got voted hottest man of the NHL for no reason
Yes he is pretty
So is okay
I still like him
Wait, are you going to tell him that you know?
Yes
Be careful
He is going to freak
Yes
But he is with his parents
He will be okay
Wait
This means
The man you have been pining after for weeks…
Are in love with
I am not in love with him.
Is SHANE HOLLANDER
I need a drink

 










To: Jane

April 9, 03:21 PM
If I tell you something
Will you promise not to panic
What?
Promise me
Fine.
I promise.
Why are you being weird?
I have a theory
I think you are Shane Hollander
What?

 













  
    Chapter End Notes

    Next chapter coming soon (hopefully) 🤞🏼

 

Are we hopeful for Shane's reaction?


  


      

  












      Chapter 6
  



    Chapter Notes

      Sorry, this one is a little later than expected...
I was very busy this weekend, so I didn't have a lot of time to write...
AND this took longer than I thought, because I got kind of a writers block oops

At least it's a long one 👀

Hope you enjoy reading 😘


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  








To: Lily

April 9, 03:21 PM
If I tell you something
Will you promise not to panic
What?
Promise me
Fine.
I promise.
Why are you being weird?
I have a theory
I think you are Shane Hollander
What?
You heard me
I am right, no?

 










To: Rose

April 9, 03:25 PM
Fuck
Rose
Lily just texted me
Why are we using code names?
We both know you’re talking about Rozanov
He just texted me and I don’t know what to do, okay?
Who texted you?
Do you have to be like this?
Rozanov texted me
Omg Shane, so exciting!
What did he say???
That he thinks I am Shane Hollander
Oh
Oh no
Shane
Don’t freak out
I am not freaking out
Okay
Then what did you say to him?
Nothing!
I don’t know what to say!
Should I deny it?
What??
No!
Why would you deny it?
How would I know?!
I don’t know what the logical thing is in a situation like this??
I’ve never been in a situation like this!
Shane, baby
You are panicking
I’M NOT
You are
Can you stop telling me that?
Calm down, okay?
I will help you
How?
Let’s look at the facts!
That he knows who I am
Well, you haven’t confirmed it yet
I didn’t say anything
I think that’s confirmation enough
Yes you might be right
But what is so bad about this?
Everything!
Shane
Remember before the game?
Before you got hurt?
What are you talking about?
You told me you wanted to tell him
The only difference is that he figured it out before you could
Yeah, but that was hypothetical!
Was it?
No
I did want to tell him, but I didn’t know how
Perfect!
At least you’re off the hook for that!
Yeah…
So…
You should just tell him he’s right
Just like that?
Did you have a better idea?
I don’t know
I kind of want to know how he found out
Okay
Then ask him
What if he knew all along?
And he was laughing at Shane Hollander, the idiot who didn’t know he was talking to his rival
You really think he would do that?
No
I don’t
I don’t think so either
So stop imagining the worst possible scenarios, okay?
You guys are friends
He likes you
Maybe he doesn’t like me anymore
Now that he found out that I am his boring rival
Shane, you are not boring
He tells me I’m boring all the time
As a joke!
Maybe
Stop
Imagining
The
Worst
Possible
Scenarios
Did you have to make that six separate texts?
You didn’t listen to me the first time I said it
So, yes
Fine
Okay go talk to him
Remember how you felt when you found out who he was?
You might not be the only one freaking out right now
Fuck
I’m such a selfish asshole
You can make it right by not ghosting him
Yeah
Go on babe
You can do this!!
I believe in you 💗
Thanks Rose
You’re the best.
I know 🥰

 










To: Lily

03:21 PM
What?
You heard me
I am right, no?
03:48 PM
How did you figure it out?
Ah, you are back
Finally
Do you have to start with this?
Find someone else to panic to?
Fuck you.
This is hard enough without you being an asshole!
Me? Asshole?
You were the one who knew who I was
And you did not tell me who you were
You didn’t want to know!
Eh wrong
You told me I didn’t have to tell you.
Yes
This is different
I wanted to know IF you wanted to tell me
So what?
You just abandoned that idea and started googling the shit I ever told you and there was only one result?
You think I would look it up on purpose?
I don’t know!
It’s not like you’re telling me how you did figure it out.
You want all the details?
Now I know I was right
You are very boring
Yeah and you’re a fucking asshole.
Is nothing new
You tell me this all the time, Hollander
Yeah, but this time I mean it.
You did not mean it the other times?
This is news to me
You know what? Forget it.
Clearly you can't take this seriously.
Fiiine
I will tell you
Okay.
I knew many things about you, yes?
High profile athlete
Lives in Montreal
Is half Asian
Recognized me from my pictures immediately
Second best in his sport
I am not second best.
You are focusing on the wrong things
I also knew the man I was texting was very boring
Fuck you.
That did not help you figure it out.
Search on google
’Boring athlete’
Your name is first
No it’s not.
Fine
Is true
That did not help me
I knew you had an ex-girlfriend named Rose
So I looked on google
Guess who also has an ex-girlfriend named Rose
Me.
Ding ding
So you did look it up.
That’s how you knew?
No
It was you
What?
How?
When you told me you were sick
With the flu?
No
When you said you had concussion and fractured collarbone
Sveta told me about your injury after the game
Your best friend?
Wait.
You guys talk about me?
She is a big fan of Shane Hollander
Really?
Now I kind of can’t wait to meet her 😊
You are focusing on the wrong things again, Hollander
You should think about how smart I am that I found out
What I’m hearing is that I made it easy for you
When you put it all together like that, it’s really not a surprise you figured it out.
Oh suddenly no more freaking out?
I wasn’t freaking out!
And I had planned to tell you who I was.
I even discussed it with Rose, but then the game happened.
Rose who you were talking to just now
As a matter of fact, yes, but how would you know?
You are always with Rose, hmm?
What does that have to do with this?
I just meant to say that I wanted to tell you who I was.
Why did you want to tell me?
I was nervous about seeing you at the game…
You know, first time since we became friends?
And I was convinced you would somehow be able to see it in my eyes at the face off.
Because I am very smart
Ew, no.
Not because of that.
It also felt kind of wrong not to tell you?
Especially if we were going to be playing games against each other.
So you were waiting for puck drop to tell me
Good distraction, no?
Maybe you could win against me for once 😈
I do not need to distract you to win a fucking game against you.
Mmm sure Hollander
Fuck you, Rozanov.
You only won the last game, because I was out after 30 seconds.
Ah yes
Very bad playing from you
Your teammate hit me!
Teammate?
You mean your good friend Marleau?
We’re not friends!
I talked to him literally once.
Whatever you say, Hollander
Are you not freaked out about this?
About what
Me being who I am?
You think you are so special
That I will say ‘I can not believe Shane Hollander is texting me!’
Maybe?
Hollander
We are friends
I like you
Only difference is now I know you are Hollander
And that doesn’t matter to you?
Does it matter to you who I am?
Not anymore.
I mean, it did scare me.
Ah yes
I understand now
You found out you were texting your very hot rival
You should know how that feels.
You just found that out.
Are you calling yourself hot, Hollander?
Very funny
Fuck you.
I can't believe you’re not freaking out.
Okay
No, I did not think the pretty boy I was texting would be captain Shane Hollander
But it does not matter to me
You didn’t know what I looked like, so how would you even know if I was pretty.
NOW I know
Fuck off.
I’m not pretty.
Send proof
What?
Prove to me you are not pretty
I’m not sending you a picture.
Why do you not want to send me a picture
Maybe you are lying
Maybe you are not really Shane Hollander
Fuck you, I am.
I think I need proof 😊
I look horrible right now.
Remember, I got hit?
Yes I remember
Does not matter
You can send old picture
How will that prove anything?
Maybe I will just pick one from the internet.
Not many pictures of you online
You looked for pictures of me?
No
Just send selfie
Internet does not have these
I don’t really take selfies?
I could find one of the photos Rose took of me.
🙄
Do you have a problem with Rose?
No
Send picture now please
Impatient.
Very

Here you go, I guess.
Don’t make fun of me.
Ah is like I said
Very pretty 😍
I told you not to make fun of me.
I would not lie about this
Fine.
I need to go. Can’t stay on my phone too long.
You did not say this before??
You need to protect your head, Hollander
Sure.
Get off your phone
I will talk to you later
You will?
We are friends, no?
Friends talk
Okay.
Yeah.
Good!
Yes good
Now lie down maybe
I am lying down.
You are unbelievable
Go do something else
I guess I’ll go talk to my parents.
Yes
Do that
Be careful with your head
Thanks, I guess?
Seen

 










To: Lily

April 10, 06:10 PM
No good luck for my game?
No.
Ah I see
You already know we will win
I don’t know.
Tampa is pretty good this year.
You really hit your head, hmm?
That’s not funny.
Little bit funny
Concussions are no joke!
The headaches are killing me.
You think I have never had a concussion??
I’m pretty sure you have had too many.
You would have had to at least with how you’re playing sometimes.
??
What do you mean
It’s nothing.
No tell me
I don’t want to distract you before your game.
You tell me I am playing wrong
And you think this is not enough to distract me?
Wow, I didn’t think it would be so easy.
Hollander
Tell me what is wrong with how I play
I will tell you after the game 😊
Tell me now
I don’t want to give you an unfair advantage.
You know, getting tips from the best hockey player in the league…
You are being smart
I don’t know what you’re talking about!
Fine
You will not tell me
Is okay
I will still win the game
09:52 PM
Too bad you lost the game…
You seemed distracted out there.
And you were lacking in speed.
You have commentary now?
Do not worry
We will win the next game
I mean I was joking about Tampa being good this year, but after seeing this game, I might actually start to believe it.
Funny
You distracted me on purpose
I didn’t think it would work!
Will not happen again
Whatever you say.
Go to sleep, Hollander
Your head needs rest
Maybe you need it more.
Another game in two days…
Seen

 










To: Lily

April 11, 08:38 PM
So...
THE Shane Hollander is gay
Could you please not say it like that?
And why did you wait two days to bring this up?
Did not want to make you panic more
I don’t think that would have been possible.
You would find a way
Can you get on with whatever you wanted out of this conversation?
Yes
You being gay
I know that, you don’t have to keep saying it.
Is okay
I thought maybe you were
What??
How could you possibly have known?
You think I do not remember Canadian hockey player with freckles shaking my hand?
So, I shook your hand and you knew?
Hmm no
Maybe it was in hotel gym, yes?
You were looking at my mouth
Fuck you, I wasn’t!
I think I know when someone wants to kiss me
I was tired!
Maybe my eyes were just droopy
Ah yes
Very believable
You were the one who shared your water bottle.
You think sharing a water bottle is flirting?
I feel very sorry for you, Hollander
Fuck you, Rozanov.
And I was not flirting with you.
Only eye fucking me
Ew. I definitely wasn’t doing that.
Why do you think I wanted to have you in same commercial as me?
In Toronto?
We have done another commercial I do not know about?
No.
I mean you told me then it was your idea, but I guess you never told me why?
I wanted to see if you would try something
Like what?
Always with the questions
Maybe I was just curious about you
I get that.
I mean I was curious about you too.
When the media started to pit us against each other, I looked up everything I could to see who was supposed to be my big rival, you know?
Ah
Yes
I watched as many of your games as I could.
Were you obsessed with me, Hollander?
As if you didn’t do the same.
No
I did not need to
I knew I would beat you without that
You should have done more research.
Maybe you would have gotten more cups.
You are bragging?
Well, I do have two cups while you only have one…
I had it first
And you haven’t had one since, what does that say about you?
We will see this year
If you’re not getting smoked by Tampa again maybe.
Are you scared I will win the cup
Is that why you are trying to distract me?
You wouldn’t win the cup even if I wasn’t distracting you.
Oh who will win
Montreal?
They’re still a good team, even without me!
They lost to Detroit
That doesn’t have to mean anything yet.
Twice
Our best goaltender is sick!
Many bad reasons
Fuck you.
You should be happy you’re still in the playoffs.
And that you get to play with your team.
Yes
I am sorry
It’s okay.
It just sucks to see my team play like that.
What
Very bad?
Asshole.
They are nothing without you
They’re making good passes.
But they have no one to finish it
Is okay to admit it
Maybe.
When can you play again?
By the time I recover, summer will have already started.
So probably September.
Long time
Yeah.
I can't wait to start up again. I’m bored out of my mind.
Lucky you have me to keep you entertained
I am so glad.
You are being sarcastic
You think?
Maybe I will not talk to you for a few days
See how bored you get
You don’t have to do that.
First you insult me and now this
I do not understand
If you want something you need to ask
You can keep texting me.
I think you can be nicer than that
Keep texting me, please?
Okay I will
Not tonight
Is bedtime for you, yes?
Asshole.
Goodnight 😘

 










To: Lily

April 12, 07:08 PM
Good luck with your game.
This must be a dream
Shane Hollander wishing me luck?
No.
I just didn’t want you to have an excuse for when you lost.
I will dedicate my first goal to you
And we will win
10:12 PM
Blowing a kiss?
Seriously?
😘
I told you we would win
🙄
Seen
April 13, 05:43 PM
Did you see the New York game against Pittsburgh?
Hunter is playing pretty good this year.
Hunter?
No
He is old
Very slow
I don’t know. You might be facing the Admirals in the next round.
You think Boston will be in the next round?
That’s not what I meant.
I think it is
You are giving me a compliment
I would never do that.
April 14, 03:55 PM
Hollander
I need a compliment before the game
Will help me win
You don’t need it.
Thank you 🥰
09:18 PM
Congratulations.
Your compliment worked 😊
Don’t make me responsible for this.
I know your secret
And what is that one supposed to be?
That you are very proud of me
I’m not.
I think I know when you are lying
You are making things up.
Sure Hollander
April 15, 08:46 PM
I am sorry
If I was playing, we would never have lost to Detroit.
Yes
This is true
You are agreeing with me?
Everyone knows this
I just didn’t expect you to admit it I guess.
Maybe I have a secret too
And what is that?
That I am very nice
Sure.
😥
April 16, 05:05 PM
Are you excited about playing New York?
We will crush them
My mom thinks Hunter is going to win the cup this year.
Hunter will be in nursing home before next game
So it is going to be easy
Are you saying it wouldn’t be easy if he WAS playing?
You are twisting my words
Very mean
I don’t know, I feel like you just admitted that you think Hunter is the best player on the Admirals.
I did not say this
I would never say this
Sure!
Hollander
What?
You are not funny
Creative insult.
Is this the kind of chirping I can expect when I get back on the ice?
Yes, yes many jokes
Next season when we have the same number of cups, you will not have jokes anymore
Never going to happen.
Seen

 










To: Lily

April 17, 07:24 PM
Did you watch the game?
I did not think Nashville would win
Can we not do this?
Do what
Can we go back to normal talking?
We still talk?
Not like we used to.
Now I feel like we’re mostly just two hockey players discussing hockey…
We are two hockey players, Hollander
This is what I mean!
You call me Hollander like we aren’t friends!
Are we?
What?
Friends
Yes?
I thought so at least?
Yes
Me too
What do you want me to call you
I don’t know.
You could call me Shane?
Okay
That easy?
Yes ‘Shane’ that easy
Fuck you.
Anything else?
Like I said I want to go back to talking.
You always text me about hockey
What?
I thought maybe you wanted to keep it professional
What the fuck, Rozanov?
I never said that!
Ilya
What?
I call you Shane, you call me Ilya
Fine.
Fine
Are we stupid?
Why
Well, apparently you thought I wanted to keep it professional, meanwhile I thought you were kind of freaked about who I was, so I tried to keep the conversations casual.
Ah yes
We are very stupid
But mostly you
You know what?
Maybe I don’t want to be friends after all.
I take it back.
Too late, Shane
…
Seen
April 18, 11:01 AM
What do normal people do on Tuesdays?
Why are you asking, Hollander?
??
Who are you talking to?
You are very serious about this
Shane
I am😊
🙄
I’m asking because I’m bored.
I did not think someone so boring could be bored
Have you considered I might be bored because I have a sling and a head that barely works??
I can't do anything.
You can’t do hockey is what you mean
Well, yeah, that usually takes up most of my time.
I didn’t know days could be so long.
I can not entertain you all week, Shane
I know that.
Obviously you have practice.
Yes
But I have an idea
I’m all ears.
I will think of something you can do
You can try it
And tell me if you like it
And what if I don’t?
I will think of something else
Okay, what’s your first idea?
Because I’m itching to do something.
You think I have a list right now?
It sounded like you did!
I said I will think about it
Fine.
I guess I could try puzzling with my dad today.
That could be fun
I like puzzles
Yeah, I remember you telling me about that.
You do not believe me?
I mean, I just can’t imagine you sitting down and finishing a puzzle.
I am very good at puzzles
The best probably
You can’t be the best at puzzling.
I can
And if there was anyone who could claim that title, it would be me.
Oh now you like puzzles too
No.
I’m just really good at them.
Mr. I-am-very-good-at-doing-puzzles-but-I-don’t-like-to-do-them
Yes, something like that.
Is that going to be my new nickname?
No
Your nickname is still Jane
That’s fine, I guess.
I have to go
I will send you new hobby to try out later, okay?
Don’t wait too long or I will have died of boredom before that.
I would not let that happen to you
Lucky me.
02:19 PM
You can try drawing
Seriously?
I waited hours and this is what you come up with?
I could have come up with that.
Why didn’t you?
Fuck you.
You will try?
Yeah, I will try.
Good
08:13 PM
I tried drawing.
Did you like it?
I was not good at it.
So you did not like it
That wouldn’t have anything to do with it!
Mhm sure
It’s just really terrible.
Show me
I’m not showing you!
Boring
My talents clearly lie elsewhere.
I will put this on the list
What list?
‘Things Shane Hollander is very bad at’
My arm is still in a sling, asshole!
I would definitely be better at it if I had more than one hand to draw with.
Okay
You can do it again when you have two hands
Definitely not.
Tomorrow I will come up with something better, okay?
Looking forward to it.
You should go to sleep early
Makes the day shorter
That’s actually a good idea.
Goodnight, Shane.
Goodnight, Ilya.
April 19,  03:14 PM
Gardening
With one hand?
And you’re a little late, my day is almost over.
Sorry
You can do it tomorrow
I could try.
But if the plants die because I couldn’t plant them correctly, it’s your fault.
Always need to blame someone else when you are not good at something, hmm?
In this case it would be justified.
Will I get credit if it goes well too?
No.
😥
April 20, 04:05 PM
I don’t think gardening is for me…
I don’t like dirty hands.
You know you can wash your hands
Yeah, but it feels like the sand is still on there.
You are very particular
Is that bad?
No
Okay.
Anyway, how was your day?
Fine
I am very tired
Is your coach working you hard?
Yes
He is concerned about playing New York
Are you?
Concerned?
No
It will be easy
Cocky.
You know me
Yeah, I kind of do.
Are you doing anything else tonight
Not really.
I mean, my parents are going to be home soon, so I guess I’ll hangout with them.
Fun?
Sure.
Is it bad if I say they’re kind of making me go crazy?
I’m never around them this much anymore.
No, not bad
But you should be glad you have them to take care of you
Fuck, I’m sorry, that was insensitive.
Just because I have no parents does not mean you can’t complain about your parents, Shane
I know, but it feels selfish.
Not true
You can complain all you want, okay?
Okay.
I actually don’t have any more to complain about them now, because they have been really nice.
Just a bit much, I guess.
Much is good
That means they love you
Yes, they do.
Go hang out with your parents
I will give you new hobby tomorrow
Looking forward to it!
Seen
April 21, 06:02 AM

Today you can try baking
07:01 AM
Thanks!
You’re already up?
11:23 AM
No
I am awake now
Then how did you text so early?
You said you need it early or your day will be over
So what, you set an alarm just so you could text me?
11:26 AM
Oh my god, you totally did!
I can't believe it!
Is not a big deal
I went to sleep right after
It’s good that you did, because I immediately started after I woke up.
What are you making
I wanted to make bread at first, but then I realized I would have to knead the dough, and that would suck to do one-handed.
So, I’m making brownies.
Brownies?
Wow
Diet does not count when you are injured?
What?
It does!
I found a recipe for healthy brownies.
Of course you did
It’s not supposed to taste that different.
Apparently you can barely taste the zucchini and avocado
🤢
Don’t be dramatic.
I’ll let you know how it tastes when it’s done.
Do not blame me if it is bad
It won’t be bad.
Sure
You have practice today?
Not on ice
We will discuss plays and watch tapes of Admirals games
That sounds fun.
Wish I could be there.
Only you would think that is fun
😠
07:15 PM
The brownies were really good.
And the recipes were right, you couldn’t taste the vegetables at all.
Baking was good new hobby?
I mean, it was fun…
But?
It took a lot longer than I thought?
And why did cleaning everything take longer than making the brownies?
You do not like cleaning?
Maybe you are less boring than I thought
Fuck you.
Maybe
??
Nothing
Okay.
April 22,  02:33 PM
Hey Jane
This is Marleau
Hey.
Roz told me you need stuff to do during the day?
My girlfriend Amelia swears by crocheting
Maybe that could be your hobby-of-the-day
Thanks.
I mean, I’m sure that could be fun, but I only have one arm.
You do?
Roz never said anything about that
Is that since birth, or?
What?
Oh.
I don’t actually have one arm, sorry.
I meant that one of my arms is broken so I can’t really use it.
Ohhh that makes sense
Wait, I’ll ask my girl if she has any other ideas, hold up
That would be great, thank you!
Okay she says coloring books
I don’t know if that’s your kinda thing, but you could try
I’m down to try anything.
Sitting at home alone gets old really fast.
Sorry that Roz can’t come over much
You must miss him
Yeah.
Well, I’ve gotta go
Hope you get better soon!
Thanks Marleau!
Call me marly
Any ‘friend’ of Roz is a friend of mine 😜
Sure.
Thanks marly.
Anytime!
08:07 PM
I asked my dad to pick something up at the store and I have to say….
The coloring books were kind of fun actually.
Ah so you like the ideas marly comes with but not mine?
Technically it wasn’t his idea, but his girlfriend’s.
Maybe I should get her number for you then
You could text her instead of me
I’m not really interested in that.
No?
No.
And I’m sure you can come up with something I like eventually.
Do you like a challenge?
Always
That’s what I thought.
April 23,  08:09 AM
Goodmorning!
No need for a hobby-of-the-day, my parents are taking me out!
11:46 AM
You are being careful?
Why wouldn’t I be?
It’s not like I’m going to be on a rollercoaster or something.
And my mom is hovering over me, so don’t worry.
Good
How is your head?
It’s fine.
I barely get any headaches anymore.
What did the doctor say
I still need to rest for two weeks, but then I should be fine.
Okay
Do not use your phone too much
And do not watch too much tv
Are you my doctor now?
Only if you listen to me
And you don’t want me to watch your playoff games?
You can make an exception for me
Wow, you are a very self-centered doctor.
I only make sure you know what is important
And watching you play is important?
Yes
And you will like looking at me on tv, yes?
Oh, I will?
Yes
Eye-candy 😏
I really wonder where you learn these words.
People say this to me all the time
Of course they do.
You agree, Hollander?
Shane.
And no. I would never say that about you.
😥
I am very sad now
You can cry about it by yourself, I need to go.
Leaving me in this hard time
Very selfish, Shane
You’re a baby.
Seen

 










To: Lily

April 24,  10:25 AM
Excited for today?
Excited to win yes
Yeah, could have expected an answer like that.

Bicep picture for you 😘
I definitely did not need that.
And you can barely see your biceps when you have your jersey on.
Are you asking me to take my shirt off?
No.
If you want shirtless picture of me you only have to ask, Shane
I don’t want that.
Let me know if you change your mind 😉
I won't.
10:19 PM
I guess you were right about being excited to win.
I am always right
That’s a bold statement.
You do not agree
No.
I thought you were my friend 😔
I stayed up this late to finish watching your game.
If that’s not friend behavior, I don’t know what is.
You are breaking your sleep schedule for me?

Don’t make a big deal out of this.
And I’m going to sleep now.
Goodnight Shane 😘
Goodnight.
April 25, 11:11 AM
Hobby-of-the-day?
Hmm
Painting
I didn’t like drawing, what makes you think I will like painting.
Is different
Painting is easier I think
Fine.
But I think my dad is getting sick of me asking him to get things for me at the store.
He does not want you to be entertained
I’m sure he does, but I don’t want to be an inconvenience.
I do not think he will mind
If you say so.
I say so
04:02 PM
I was thinking…
Dangerous
What are your thoughts about coming out?
Like to your team, or in the whole league?
Shane
I do not really have a choice
Why?
Russia
If I come out I could not go back
Shit.
What would happen to you if you did?
I do not want to know
I didn’t know it was that bad…
It would be worse for me
Because I am public figure
It is illegal to
Promote?
Seriously?
That is bullshit.
Yes
How can they call it promoting?
It’s not like it is a choice.
They think it is
Wow.
I kind of hate Russia now.
So do I
So you would never come out?
Maybe if I had different citizenship
I do not want to risk losing my visa
That makes sense.
Wow. I mean it’s not like I’m planning to come out anytime soon, but you don’t even have the choice.
I’m sorry.
Thank you
You do not want to come out?
Be the first gay player in the league?
I don’t think so.
Hockey is not a very good place to be gay I think
Try being gay AND Asian.
Instead of one struggle I get two, lucky me.
If I came out, I would just be giving them another thing to make fun of me about.
I am sorry that is how it is for you
Don’t be. This is how it’s always been, it just sucks.
Yes I agree
It sucks
I guess we both have valid reasons to not come out.
Yes
We do
If Russia was not a factor, would you want to come out?
Even though the league might not be good about it?
Yes
I do not like lying
Yeah, me either.
Enough thinking for today
Maybe I should throw all my feelings into painting.
Google says that’s how the best painters created their art.
Very good idea
Show me when you are done
There is no way I’m showing you my painting.
You are very mean to me
I come up with many ideas for you and you will not even show me 😥
You’ll get over it.

To cheer you up.
Thank you😍
April 26, 06:07 PM
I need a picture to wish me luck before the game
No.
Please?
Fine.

aioahwfpa
You okay?
Yes
Dropped my phone 😊
I like the glasses
Very pretty
Thanks.
I only wear them for reading.
Like grandpa
Boring
To think you started by giving me a compliment.
09:47 PM
I’m sorry you lost the game…
Was the glasses
I was too distracted
Wow, leave it to you to make it my fault.
You should not be so sexy
Okay?
Sorry, I guess.
Yes
Thank you
April 27,  07:04 AM
Hobby-of-the-day is walking
Did you wake up early to text me again?
No I had to be at the rink early
Oh.
Are you disappointed?
No.
And I do a lot of hiking already.
Not hiking
Walking
Hiking is not good for your head
My head will be fine.
🙄
Do not go too far
I won't.
12:01 PM

Walks in Ottawa.
01:44 PM

Runs in Boston.
02:03 PM
Are you trying to make me jealous by telling me you can run?
Yes
Asshole.
💗
11:19 PM
Are you awake?
Yes
Why are you
I thought about something on my walk and I want to run it by you.
Okay
Do you think I should come out to my parents?
Do you?
I’m asking you!
I can not answer this for you, Shane
I know.
But my brain is working overtime right now.
Okay
Why are you thinking about coming out to your parents
I’m just tired of lying.
So you tell them
It’s not that easy.
I know
Do you think they would not be good about it?
I mean, I’m sure they would.
But it’s still terrifying.
Tell me about them
About my parents?
Yes
I want to hear about them
You already know my dad likes puzzles.
Man after my own heart
He played hockey for McGIll.
That is where you get your hockey skills?
Well, no.
He wasn’t very good.
I see
Describe him for me
What do you mean?
Personality
Oh. He is quiet, I guess?
But kind.
He would be good about you?
Yes. I think so.
I’m more scared about my mom.
She is Japanese, yes?
Where you get your good looks?
Sure.
My mom is also my manager.
She is bossy like you?
If you want to call it that.
She is very focused on my career, I just don’t want to disappoint her.
I do not think you could disappoint her
How would you know?
Because of you
You told me they love you
And that she is taking care of you so you get better
Yeah, so I can play hockey again.
YOU want to play hockey
Maybe she wants you to get better so you can be happy doing what you love again
You really think so?
Yes
And you are second-best player in the league
She could never be disappointed in you
I’m not second-best, asshole.
Mm I think you are
Okay.
You agree with me?? 😨
No, I meant okay, I think I’m going to come out to them.
It will be good
When will you do it
I think Sunday. We always do dinner together and it’s better to come out to them at the same time I think.
Yes I think so too
Fuck.
Yes fuck
But it will be okay
I’m trusting you here, you know.
I know
You are calm now?
You should go to sleep
Yes.
Thanks for being a good friend.
Yes
Goodnight Shane.
Goodnight Ilya 😘
April 28,  02:11 PM

Good afternoon from New York
You are sightseeing before the game?
Yes
I thought you would be at the rink by now.
Game is tonight
You think I will sit and wait?
I usually do that.
And rewatch game footage.
Ah
Something wrong with that?
I just want to be as prepared as possible.
You can watch game tapes for me, no?
And then give me tips
No way.
You are making me sad 😥
11:08 PM
Because you made me so sad I lost the game….
April 29,  08:22 AM
Wow, you really know how to make every loss my fault.
And you didn’t lose because of that.
Your whole team played like shit.
09:56 AM
We did not!
You absolutely did.
And yes, that is including you.
I did not expect to hear this from my friend
Get used to it.
If you keep going like this you’re not winning another game.
Watch out, Hollander
I will prove you wrong
Can't wait.
Seen

 










To: Lily

April 30, 09:11 AM
I’m stressed.
For tonight?
Yes.
I don’t know if I can do this.
You can
Your game is this afternoon, right?
Can you talk to me before dinner?
Yes
I will shower fast after winning
You are very arrogant for someone who lost the last two games.
I will win this game
And when I win that means your parents will be nice about you coming out
Wow, so no pressure at all.
Since when are you superstitious?
Not superstitious
Confident
Game and your dinner will both go well
I’ll be watching the game then.
Do not stress in meantime, okay?
Is not good for your head
I’ll try.
Good luck with your game.
Do not need it
05:27 PM
You won.
As I said I would
This means I really have to do this.
You never HAVE to, Shane
But I think you want to
Yeah, I do.
I’m just really scared.
Yes is scary
But you’re brave
I’m not.
You are
You are scared but you still want to do it
That is brave
Will you wait for me to text you tonight?
Yes
You know, you’re a really good friend Ilya.
You too, Shane
09:02 PM
It went well.
I am glad
Tell me
I waited until the end of dinner, because I was really nervous.
By then my mom had already noticed that I was nervous, because I was fidgeting a lot.
Of course she noticed
She asked me what was wrong, so I said that I wanted to tell them something. And then I just kind of blurted it out?
What did they say
They said they suspected I might be gay.
Ah
Like me
Is it that obvious?
I mean, Rose guessed too.
No
Only to people that know you I think
That’s a relief.
My mom and I had a good talk afterwards.
And?
And you were right. She wasn’t disappointed in me. Actually, she asked me to forgive her. Which was insane to me, she couldn’t have known, you know?
But she was sad that I didn’t feel like I could tell her.
Obviously I forgave her, since I didn’t think there was anything to forgive in the first place.
How do you feel?
Relieved.
Like a weight off my shoulders, you know?
I am very happy for you
Yeah, me too.
Thanks for staying up for me.
Always
Yeah.
Eh, goodnight.
Goodnight Shane.

 










To: Mom

May 1, 01:22 PM
I didn’t want to say it at dinner, but does that thing you told us have anything to do with Lily?
What?
No!
And aren’t you supposed to be at work right now?
Lunch break.
And are you sure?
Yes.
In that case.
One of my coworkers has a son who is gay. I think he coaches rugby, which probably means he is also athletic. I could ask for his number and if he’s single, I could set you two up on a date! Could be fun?
Mom.
I don’t want to date anyone right now.
Are you sure?
Because we had a handyman come over a few months ago, and honestly, he gave me some gay vibes. And he was very handsome. I could look for his number?
Please no.
And I’m sure.
No dating right now.
Okay.
I will make a list anyway, just for if you change your mind!
I won't.
You might!

 










To: Lily

May 1,  02:14 PM
I never should have been worried about my mom’s reaction.
She is literally making me a list right now.
A list of what?
Potential guys to date lol.
What did you tell her
I told her no.
Ah
Obviously I’m not looking to date someone right now.
Why
I mean, I’m injured.
And if you were not?
I’m so busy with hockey, that wouldn’t be fair to those guys.
Maybe you should find someone who is as busy as you
Are you telling me I SHOULD try dating?
Maybe
Oh.
Okay.
With right person only
Yeah.
Seen

 










To: Rose

May 2, 11:01 AM
I came out to my parents.
What?
Shane!
This is big!
How did it go?
Really good actually.
Oh I am so happy for you 💗
Thank you.
But that’s not actually why I’m texting you.
Okay…
Go on
It’s about Ilya.
Of course it is
He was very supportive of me coming out to my parents and really helped me with the courage to do it.
Aww that’s so sweet
It was!
And I told him he was an amazing friend for doing that.
Oh oh
Yesterday my mom texted me about making a list of guys for me to date.
So obviously I texted him about it because I thought it was funny.
And he reacted kind of weird?
What did he say??
He asked me what I told my mom.
I said that I told her that I wasn’t looking to date anyone right now.
And I couldn’t tell him that it was because I liked him so I would only want to date him.
So what DID you tell him?
That I’m injured.
And that I would be too busy with hockey to date.
But then he said that I should try dating.
Were those his exact words?
Well no.
Okay tell me exactly what he said
He said ‘Maybe you should find someone who is as busy as you’.
Oh
OH
What?
What do you think that means??
That he wants me to date people.
And I feel kind of shitty, because I hoped he might like me back, you know?
Didn’t you guys already say you liked each other?
Well, yeah, as friends.
Oh Shane
I know it was stupid of me to hope.
But it really seemed like he was flirting with me.
And at first I thought he might get jealous of the list my mom made, but then when he implied I should start dating…
Shane
Maybe he thinks you should date HIM
What?
You said you were busy with hockey
He says you should find someone that has a busy schedule too
All hockey players have busy schedules
Yeah, but that doesn’t mean he meant himself.
Doesn’t it?
Especially when you count all the flirting?
I don’t think so.
I mean, he has made it clear that we’re just friends.
Has he?
I think.
I think maybe you should talk to him about this
What??
Why would I?
I would just be humiliating myself…
Look at Shane, he is in love with his rival.
Oh god, I mean.
SHANE
IN LOVE???
That’s not what I meant!!!
Oh Shane
Baby you should definitely tell him
I'm not telling him.
I am pretty sure he feels the same about you!
You don’t know him like I do.
No, I don’t.
That’s why you should know!
And I do know!
He doesn’t like me like that.
Oh my god Shane
You are impossible
What?
Nothing
I’m just going to let this play out how it needs to play out
I don’t understand.
I don’t either, Shane
I don’t either
Okay.
So, should I just keep texting him and hope that I will get over him?
Sure babe
Thanks Rose 💗
You’re an angel for putting up with me.
I know 😘

 










To: Lily

May 2, 10:55 AM
Good luck with your game tonight!
Thank you
09:10 PM
It hurts me to admit it, but you played amazing…
Seen
May 3,  07:17 PM
Did I do something wrong?
No Shane, you didn’t do anything wrong
Then why won't you text me?
I am just disappointed
Why?
You won your game yesterday.
That is not why
Then why?
I can not tell you
Oh.
Can I do something?
Send me a picture of you
Only if you do too.


Me with a dog.
Hopefully this will cheer you up.
Yes it does
May 4,  10:12 PM
Okay, I’m going crazy here.
Can you tell me if I did something?
You did not do anything
Send me a picture again?
Why?
I will have something to dream about
Why are you saying it like that?
Like what
You keep saying stuff like that.
Friends do not really do that.
Shane
I do not understand
Well, I don’t either!
First, you are being flirty, then you’re telling me to date other guys and now you’re being flirty again!
I have no idea what the hell is going on!
When did I tell you to date other guys?
When I told you about my mom’s list, you told me to find someone as busy as me to date!
I did not mean you should date other guys
Okay?
Then what did you mean?
Because I like you. As more than friends.
Here, I’ve said it.
Laugh at me if you want to.
But you’re confusing me.
Shane
I like you too
Yeah, you’ve said that!
You are not hearing me
What?
I like you as more than friends too
Wait, you do?
Yes
I have been flirting with you
What?
I tell you you’re pretty
Yeah, to mess with me.
No
Because I think you are pretty
Oh.
Then what about telling me to date someone else?
I already said I did not mean it like that
You should find someone as busy as you
Like me
Oh.
Rose was right.
She said that too?
Yeah.
Wait.
You want to date me?
Yes Shane
I have wanted to date you for very long
Oh.
Now will you send a picture of you?
I had a very long day and I want to see you
Yeah, okay.

You are beautiful
Can you send me a picture of you?
That photo you sent yesterday was kind of hot…
Are you telling me I’m hot?
Definitely not.
Send the picture?
If you are this desperate for it
I’m not desperate

Oh.
Speechless?
No.
Goodnight Ilya.
Goodnight Shane 💗
💗
Seen
May 5, 10:12 AM
Busy day?
Yes
We need to win tonight
I know.
Just play like you did last game and you’ll be fine.
Wow
Very helpful
Fuck off.
09:50 PM
Fuck.
That was a hard hit.
Are you okay?
I am fine
You were worried about me?
Yeah, kind of?
Is that okay?
Very okay
You sure you will be fine?
Yes I am sure
Did the team doctor check you out?
Yes
I will be fine to play on Sunday
Oh, good.
I’m happy for you.
Thank you
Goodnight 😘
Goodnight!
May 6,  08:57 AM
Day full of training today
Tomorrow is very important
Yes, I understand.
Focus on hockey, okay?
I guess I can live one day without talking to you…
Seen
May 7, 02:34 PM
Good luck today!!
Picture to help me play better?
You’re impossible.
You like it
I’m not confirming that.
Picture?

Very hot, Hollander
You should post these on Instagram
Would get many followers
I would have thought you would like to keep them for yourself.
Yes
You are right
06:10 PM
I’m sorry you lost…
I understand if you need some time.
Talk to me anytime you want to, okay?
Seen
May 8, 12:05 AM
How are you doing?
Seen
03:07 PM
Talk to me.
Please.
I feel like shit
Is my fault
What?
No!
I should not have played with hurt ribs
Yeah, my mom noticed that.
Honestly, I didn’t even see it.
I did not know it was this bad
I should have known
Ilya, it’s not your fault.
You played amazing and you know that.
Oh, I need to get hurt to get a compliment from Shane Hollander?
Don’t act like this.
You don’t have to put on the funny exterior.
Especially not with me, okay?
Okay
What do you need?
Nothing
I think I need to be mad at myself a little longer
Please don’t be mad at yourself.
You’re allowed to be sad though.
You should invite Marleau over, you could be sad together.
Maybe
Please do.
For me?
I want to know that you’re safe.
Fine
You can not manipulate me like this
Using big words again?
You’re going to be just fine.
Shane
Yes?
Thank you
You never have to thank me for something like this.
Okay
Have fun with marly!
Oh, he is marly now?
I mean, he said I could call him that.
I should never have let him talk to you
You should tell him that, he always starts.
I will
Did you invite him over yet?
Yes
Good.
Be nice to yourself, okay?
💗
May 9,  09:13 AM
Did you have fun yesterday?
Yes
Thank you
You’re welcome!
Doing anything today?
I will maybe go to the shelter
Good idea!
Why are you so happy?
No reason!
Okay
05:04 PM
Did you go to the shelter yet?
Yes
Did they miss you?
Yes
All volunteers were very happy to see me 😈
I meant the dogs, asshole.
Oh
Yes
They missed me too
I can imagine.
Are you doing anything fun tonight?
Nope, not tonight.
Busy day tomorrow, though!
Fun I think?
Yeah.
Okay, bye!
Bye 😂

 










To: Lily

May 10,  09:11 AM
Happy birthday, Shane 💗
You remembered that?
Thank you!
My parents planned a full day today, so I am really busy.
I will talk to you tomorrow though!
Looking forward to it
Me too 😊
Next year you should send me your address so I can send you a gift
Next year?
Yes
Okay.
I will.
Have fun today, Shane.
Thanks Ilya
Seen
May 11, 11:12 AM
I have a cottage.
It’s really quiet.
Are you inviting me?
What?
No!
I just meant I’m staying there for the rest of my recovery.
Alone?
How is your concussion?
My concussion is fine.
It’s practically gone.
And my parents live ten minutes away.
Nothing is going to happen.
Hmm
When are you going there?
Today.
And you will be all alone?
Yeah?
Good to know.
Why?
Nothing
I’m having dinner over there with my parents first.
They’ll probably be leaving late.
Okay
Are you doing anything today?
Not much
Maybe sleep more
You shouldn’t sleep during the day.
That will mess up your sleep schedule even more.
Okay I will try to do something else
Good!
I’ll talk to you later!
Seen
May 12, 11:45 AM
Have you had lunch yet?
No, not yet, why?
I have an idea
Okay?
We should make the same lunch
It will be like we are eating it together
What are you making?
Tuna melt
Ugh that sounds nice…
I might not be able to with my diet though.
You can make healthy version
Do you have a recipe for yours?
No
I just throw stuff together
Must be nice.
I’ll look up a recipe.
Okay
12:01 PM
I found one!
And I already ordered the groceries, so they should be here in about 20 minutes.
Very healthy recipe?
Not really, but better than some, I guess.
And you came up with this idea, so it’s okay to break my diet a little bit.
Wow
An honor
Shut up.
I will remember this
Fine.
I am going to grab my ingredients
Text when you have yours
Okay.
12:25 PM
Groceries have been delivered.
Very fast
I’m surprised too actually.
My cottage is pretty remote, so it usually takes very long before they get here.
I got lucky this time.
Very lucky
Are you making the tuna melt already?
Yes
Good.
Me too.
And you’re right, this is quite fun.
Just knowing we’re making the same thing.
Next time we make it together, yes?
Is yours in the oven yet?
Almost
Mine too.
Sooo
??
I am out of the playoffs
You are out of the playoffs
Stating the obvious.
Yes
So you have a lot of free time
Which you already knew.
I mean, you have been keeping me entertained throughout most of my injury.
Which I am very thankful about.
I was glad to do it
See, you are nice.
I never knew you were this nice.
Only to you
Really?
I’m betting there’s some people who disagree.
I mean, Svetlana probably.
And marly.
Maybe
I am nicest to you
That’s nice.
Wait, I have to get my tuna melt out of the oven.
Give me a second to get situated.
Okay
I am already sitting on my couch
You’re not eating at the table?
You’ll get crumbs everywhere.
I do not care
Wow, remind me to never eat with you.
You do not want to eat with me?
Not if you eat on your couch.
Okay
Oh god.
Tuna melt is good?
So good.
If breaking my diet is so wrong, then why does it taste so right?
Yes
Imagine eating like this every day
I can't imagine that.
I know
So
I have much time off
Yeah.
You don’t have training?
No
You are alone at your cottage, yes?
Yeah.
I asked my parents to not disturb me.
They have been hovering for weeks, so I definitely need some alone time.
Luckily, they understand.
Yes
That is good
Do you want to be completely alone?
What do you mean?
I thought maybe
I could come over?
What?
Why would you want to do that?
I want to see you
Why?
Because I like you
And I want to kiss you
You do?
Yes Shane
We have been talking for months
And you like me, yes?
Yeah, I like you.
You are very pretty
And I would like to kiss you
I guess I want to kiss you too?
You are not very enthusiastic
What?
Shane
I am saying that I like you
I want to kiss you
And I really want to fuck you
You want to fuck me?
You do not want this?
I didn’t say that!
It’s just…
We haven’t talked about this before!
What do you think liking someone as more than friends means?
I don’t know!
I just don’t understand.
I told you
I want to finally see you in person
And maybe
Only if you want it too
I want to fuck you
Oh god.
I can't do this.
Shane
I can't, I’m sorry.

 













  
    Chapter End Notes

    QUESTION OF THE DAY:
How many times did Ilya flirt with Shane without him noticing?

Reverse tuna melt down? 👀

Instead of being used to sex and then suddenly feelings getting involved, Shane is very used to the talking and feelings, but suddenly sex gets involved....

 

Regarding Shane coming out to his parents: I really wanted him to get his coming out, and one of the reasons why he didn't in the book was that if he came out he didn't want to still have to keep lying about his relationship with Ilya, so he just said nothing at all.

Take away the relationship component, he would have come out sooner. So that's why I wrote this in  🙌🏼

 

I absolutely adore all of your reactions and comments, and it definitely keeps me going when I feel stuck on how to continue, so thank you 💗


  


      

  












      Chapter 7
  



    Chapter Notes

      Yes. I realize leaving you on that cliffhanger was brutal, but I'm not sorry.
I hope I make up for it with this chapter 😘

Fun fact: I just start writing and let their banter take over, but this means their conversations sometimes turn out completely different from what I envisioned lol. Cause what do you mean, you were having a serious convo and now you're making sex jokes?? Yeah, some of them escalate a lot and might make no sense, but oh well...

This was supposed to be the last chapter, but I did not have time to finish it all...
But I still wanted to put something out, so here it is!


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  








To: Lily

May 12, 01:13 PM
I want to fuck you
Oh god.
I can't do this.
Shane
I can't, I’m sorry.
Shane
Talk to me
I don’t know what to say!
I think I need some time.
No
What?
No
Stay
Do not talk to someone else
Freak out to me
I’m not freaking out.
You are
Is okay
I just don’t understand.
Yes you said this
Tell me why
I don’t know.
Do you trust me?
Yes.
Then talk to me
I just…
We were just talking and suddenly you’re talking about meeting up and I don’t know.
Before I could pretend that we were just friends?
But now I don’t understand what this means…
Shane
What?
You like me
I like you
We can figure out together what this means
It scares me, I guess.
Because I was talking about sex?
We do not have to do that if you do not want to
I'm not scared because I don’t want to.
Okay
I’m scared because I do.
And talking about it made it real and now I can't pretend anymore, and I don’t know if I even want to pretend, but…
You do not want to meet yet
Maybe not yet.
Okay
That simple?
Yes
You are not ready
So we will wait
But you…
Yes
I still want to see you
And I want to fuck you
But not if you are not ready
What if I’m never ready?
Then we will never do it
Oh.
For the record, I don’t think I’m never going to be ready.
Good to know
You will tell me if you are, yes?
Also if you only want to meet and nothing else
I don’t think I would be able to see you and not do anything.
Ah
You think you can not keep your hands off me
This is a problem for you?
Is not a problem for me
Fuck off.
What am I going to do all this time
Boston is very boring
You tell me I’m boring all the time.
Yes
But I like your boring
We can still text.
We will text the whole day?
I do not think your concussion will like that
I don’t even have a screen time limit anymore.
So you will text me whole day?
No.
I have stuff to do.
Like what
Just stuff.
Good luck with ‘stuff’
Thank you.
By the way, you are really good at calming me down.
Almost as good as you are at hockey maybe.
So I must be really good at it, hmm?
Not that good.
I mean, your hockey stats don’t even come close to mine.
Oh you want to have this discussion now
No.
I see
You are scared you will lose
Nope.
I just don’t want to upset you with how easily I would win.
Is really funny you think that
I think I should be more worried about you getting upset
Again
Wow.
You’re really joking about it now??
Maybe
But is okay
Because I am really good at calming you down 😊
I already regret saying that.
Oh wait, maybe I thought you could be normal about it.
You are mad?
Yes.
Wait
Sorry
I will not make joke again
Wow, for someone who jokes a lot you certainly don’t understand when someone else does it.
You are not angry?
I am.
??
Hollander, I am confused
That makes two of us.
Are you angry or not angry
Yes.
I do not understand
Do you think if I was mad, I would still be talking to you?
Oh
No you would run
What?
You would not be texting me
You would be running
Is this really what you think of me?
Is true, no?
You almost did today
I’m sorry.
I promise I won’t run anymore.
Good
I do not want you to run
Is like I said
If you freak out
Freak out to me
You mean that?
Yes?
Also if you are mad
Be mad at me
If you are happy
Be happy at me
Happy with you, you mean?
Yes
I want to know everything
Wow, no pressure.
The same counts for you.
I want to know everything.
I do not think you want to know everything
I do.
You want me to text you everything I do?
Yeah, I kind of want to know what you’re up to?
I will make you go crazy
You already do that, wouldn’t make a big difference.
You will wish your mom thought you had enough friends
Really??
Had to bring that up?
Is part of my plan to make Shane Hollander go crazy
You’re making a plan?
I guess I’m rubbing off on you.
I wish 😔
Seriously?
Oh now I can not make sex joke
You can, just don’t expect me to make those jokes back.
You are scared??
I literally told you that’s not what I was scared of.
And can we not talk about it again?
I need to think about it first.
You will think about sex with me?
That’s not what I meant.
I think it is
I just meant thinking about it in general.
Very believable
Fuck off.
Normal person would maybe believe you
Let me guess, you’re not a normal person?
Wait, I already knew that!
Yes not normal
I know you too well
You don’t.
Okay
Are you purposely not saying anything else?
I said what I needed to say
You’re annoying, you know that?
Yes
Is also part of my very good plan
Fuck you.
You change your mind fast
…
I think I underestimated your plan.
Ah yes
Plan is going to work
You will get sick of me
Unfortunately, that might be impossible at this point.
You are very unenthusiastic for a friend
Big word.
And we’re back to friends now?
Oh, you want me to say ‘friend I like in a romantic way’ every time maybe?
Now that you mention it…
Fine
You are demanding
I think it’s a very fair thing to ask.
Okay ‘friend I like in a romantic way’
Perfect.
Leaves no room for misinterpretation 😊
Yes very good
You need this
No more panic
You are very mean to your ‘friend you like in a romantic way’…
I think my ‘friend I like in a romantic way’ likes that
That’s a lie.
No
Yes.
No
Yes.
I’m going.
Ah yes stuff to do
Not running!
No running
Bye Shane

 










To: Lily

May 13, 10:12 AM
Hi.
Hi?
After our conversation yesterday I was thinking.
Dangerous
Fuck off.
Obviously you said some things you wanted to do with me.
What do you mean
You know…
Like sex and stuff.
Ah yes
That I want to fuck you
Yeah, that.
You have a question about that?
Maybe.
Kind of.
Do you think we’d be any good at it?
You do not think I am good at sex?
Do not worry
I am best at this too
This is assuming you’re also the best at something else, but I can't for the life of me figure out what that would be.
You are being smart
Do you think we’re sexually compatible?
Big question
Yes
How would you know?
We’ve never met up in real life and did anything remotely sexual together, so yeah, how would you know we’re sexually compatible?
You are hot
I am extremely hot
It will work
What if we fuck it up like really bad and then we also ruined our entire friendship?
I don’t think you can actually KNOW if it would work.
I think I know
Well, I don’t!
So please enlighten me on why you’re so sure!
You want to know why I think this?
Yes.
Maybe ask nicely
Fuck you.
Please tell me.
Okay
Where are you now?
My cottage?
Yes I know this
Where in your cottage
On the couch.
This is living room?
No, I have a couch in my kitchen.
Yes, living room.
You should go to your bedroom
Why?
You want me to tell you?
Go to your bedroom
Fine.
Okay, on my bed.
Do you have a pen
No?
I probably have one in the living room.
Go get it
Seriously?
You literally just sent me in here.
Shane
Fine.
Got it.
You are on your bed again?
Yes.
What now?
Do you have paper?
If I didn’t have a pen here, why would I have paper here?
Where is it
In the living room.
Grab it
You can't be fucking serious.
I am very serious
This is important
I can't believe you are making me walk twice.
Wait, no, three times.
You are doing it?
Reluctantly.
Good
What now?
You are sitting on your bed with pen and paper
Obviously.
What else are you doing
Waiting for you to tell me what the hell this is for!
Nothing
I am now 100% sure we are compatible sexually
What are you actually talking about?
This was experiment
Just tell me what you’re thinking please?
Okay
You like being told what to do
I like telling you what to do
This proved it
Fuck you.
No, it didn’t.
Then why did you walk to the living room twice?
Because you told me to!
Oh.
Yes
What if I’m not like that in the bedroom?
You are telling me you’re not?
Maybe I am.
So same thing
What if that’s not enough?
Shane
No more what if
I just want to be sure!
I do not think there is anything you can do that would not be attractive to me
Wow, really?
Yes
I think you are very hot, Hollander
You’re not too bad yourself.
Do not worry so much
Okay?
Yeah, okay.
How did you even figure out I like to be told what to do?
Eh I just know
Yes, but how?
Easy to tell
How???
😊
Ilya?
Someone is knocking at my door I should go now
Ilya.
Do not go until you tell me.
Ilya.
I can see you’re still reading these.
ILYA
Seen
May 14, 01:10 PM

I want to take him home
Shelter Sundays!
Yes
I am very close to taking him home

This one too
He looks so sad 😥
I thought you said you had no time for dogs.
They’re really cute though.
I have time now
No play offs
What about when the season starts again?
….
You are no fun
What did you want me to say?
Great idea, Ilya!
You should take all of them home!
That would not be realistic.

He is begging me
I can not leave him
If you have so much time now, you should just go to the shelter every day!
This is your solution
Yes.
Is not the same
As..?
Having dog at home
I think you mean three dogs at home.
If you want to take all of them at least.
Maybe you should take one
I can take one
I will give one to someone else
Then they all have a home
See, this is better solution 😊
I’m not taking a dog!
😥
You think they are cute, no?
Obviously they’re cute, because they’re dogs!
I don’t want one in my house.
This is very sad
I do not know if I can talk to you anymore
This is a dealbreaker to you?
Mmm maybe
Didn’t think it would end like this.
Was fun while it lasted, I guess.
Yes
I am going to cuddle my real friends now
You do that.
I’m going to my parents for dinner.
You think I care about the plans of someone who is not my friend anymore?
I just thought you’d like to know what I was doing.
I do not need to know
I have better friends now
But who will you talk to!
I can talk to them
But will they talk back…
They talk back all the time
And give me cuddles
Lots of kisses
Oh, since I won't do that, you’ve decided to get them somewhere else?
Yes
I bet their kisses are a hell of a lot wetter.
Maybe
We should kiss
So I can compare
I thought me not wanting a dog was a dealbreaker for you.
Does not mean we can not kiss
Really throwing your principles out the window here, huh?
Fine
We can be friends again
I’m glad our friendship breakup only lasted two minutes.
I really didn’t know what I was going to do when I showed up to my parents house bawling my eyes out.
Ah
I see
You would be very sad
Sure.
I would be reaaally sad about not having to deal with the whole being friends with my rival thing.
Are you trying to get rid of me, Hollander?
I wouldn’t dare.
Smart
I would come find you
And do what exactly?
I will make another plan
Like the plan to make me go crazy?
And how is that one coming along?
None of your business
Maybe I should make some plans of my own.
You are telling me you have no plans yet?
Obviously I have my regular plans.
My recovery, going back to playing hockey, all those things.
Okay
So what is new plan going to be
I don’t know.
And I might keep it a secret for now.
I told you my plan you will tell me yours
Maybe when it’s ready.
Not maybe
You will tell me
No.
Shane
Never going to tell you 😊
Maybe you’ll find out on your own.
I never thought you would be like this
Like what?
Mean
You are so sweet on the ice
Like baby
I’m sorry, what??
Baby
Who does not know how to chirp
I know how to chirp!
I never hear you
Oh, I’m sorry.
Maybe, just maybe, I’m focused on the game instead of making stupid jokes so the other person will fight me.
Stupid jokes?
Chirps are not stupid jokes
And I do not always want a fight
For someone who doesn’t want a fight, you’re sure in them a lot.
You got in a fight
Once!
Yes I saw that
Very hot
Seriously?
Everything you do is hot, Hollander
You can not be surprised by this
I kind of am.
You do not think my fights are hot?
I don’t condone fighting.
This does not answer my question
That question does not dignify an answer.
You think my fights are hot
How did you get that out of me not answering?
If you did not think so you would have said no
Okay.
No.
Too late
You’re just going to believe what you want to believe apparently.
Do you watch all my fights?
No?
I can send you compilations
Are many on youtube
Maybe you can jerk off while watching
I would never do that.
You can if you want to
Are you giving me permission right now?
Yes
You have permission to jerk off to videos of me fighting
Like I said, I would never do that.
I will send you the best videos
Please don’t.
You do not want?
I have to go.
Is not an answer
My parents are waiting for me.
Bye.
You did not give an answer
I know what that means
I will send you many videos
Enjoy 😘

 










To: Lily

May 15, 11:11 AM
What are you doing today
What, are you bored or something?
Yes
So bored even talking to you is less boring
Wow, I’m honored.
You should be
No teammates in town?
No
Everyone is with their family or girlfriend
Poor you.
Yes very sad for me
You could probably go out and find yourself a girlfriend.
I do not want to go out
So, you’re just going to sit inside and keep bothering me with texts?
I did not know I was bothering you
You're not.
You should find something to do though, I can't entertain you all day.
😥
But this is what friends do, Hollander
Friends also call each other by their first names, but that doesn’t seem to stop you.
You have a lot of thoughts about what friends should do, ‘Shane’
And you’re not following my rules, ‘Ilya’.
There are rules now?
There have always been rules.
Tell me these rules
Firstly, you have to call me by my first name at all times.
All times, Shane?
Every text I have to say your name, Shane?
Asshole.
You know what I mean.
Secondly, like I said yesterday, you can’t call me just a friend, because it confuses me.
I think by now you should know what I mean
Fuck off.
I don’t want to be the same kind of friend as for example Svetlana.
So friend I like and also fuck
You still have sex with her? I thought you said you didn’t do that anymore.
No we don’t fuck anymore
But I also do not fuck you
Not for lack of trying 😉
Fuck you.
Gladly 😘
🙄
My point is that I’m not the same kind of friend as her, right?
No you are not
Okay.
Do you have more rules, Shane?
Give me a second to think.
So when you said I had to follow all your rules
There were only two rules
I said give me a second to think!
To come up with more rules
Yes.
Okay
Oh, I have a new rule!
That was fast
You have to text me everyday.
I already do that, Hollander
Oh oh….
What?
Breaking a rule….
Fuck
Shane
Seriously?
Do you really think I’m joking about this?
No
I do not think you joke about anything
You’re saying that like you haven’t been the victim of my jokes once or twice.
Ah yes
You are very famous for this
Always making jokes
Okay.
Then tell me you have never laughed at any of my jokes.
I have never laughed
Say it more convincingly.
You can not even hear me
Your text didn’t sound convincing.
You think you can hear texts
You are crazier than I thought
Turns out your plan to make me crazy is working.
I think you already were this crazy
If I knew this before…
Before what?
All this
Oh, you wouldn’t have started texting me?
Maybe
You always tell me I’m a liar, but you’re so much better at it.
Maybe I should just leave you to being bored on your own.
You know, with no girlfriend to keep you company.
You are saying you are my girlfriend?
Ew, how did you get that out of it??
You said without you I would not have a girlfriend
Another case of you hearing what you want to hear, I guess.
You are saying this like it happens all the time
Doesn’t it?
Maybe it is my English
I do not always understand what you mean
Oh, that is bullshit.
I do not know that word
You should know it, since bullshit is the only thing coming out of your mouth.
Wow
This hurts me
Wasn’t meant to be hurtful.
Are you sure you understood that right?
You know, since English is apparently so hard for you.
Do your friends know you are an asshole?
Don’t know what you’re talking about.
This must be a big secret
But I know who you are
Always so mean to me 😔
I guess you bring it out in me.
This is my fault now?
Yes.
Being an asshole must be contagious or something.
You are saying I infected you
It’s like getting it right from the source.
You know, the original asshole.
You should see a doctor
I want my nice Shane back 😥
‘Your’ Shane?
Hmm yes
Getting ahead of yourself a bit, don’t you think?
I think I am just following your second rule
Sure, if that’s what you think that rule meant.
I think you like being my Shane
No comment.
This makes me think.
Oh no
Not again
You should not think so much
Back to your roots, I see.
Asshole.
You like it
Definitely don’t.
What were you thinking
I was thinking I should make lunch.
You were not thinking that
Maybe I wasn’t, maybe I was.
Guess you’ll never know.
Can I have nice Shane next time I text?
Maybe if I can have nice Ilya for once.
I am always nice to you
Really?
Are we living in alternate universes?
You are very sassy today
New word in your vocabulary, I see.
Only new words that have anything to do with you
I feel really special now.
I’m going to have to leave you for my lunch now though.
I am not special?
Well, it’s not like I can eat you.
Are you sure 😈
Seriously?
Yes Shane
Seriously
You can bite me if you want to
That’s weird.
You do not want to try?
Didn’t say that.
Okay, bye.
Nooo
Shane
Do not leave
Conversation was just getting interesting…
😥
May 16, 12:16PM
What are you doing
12:22 PM
I am bored again
12:32 PM
Shane
01:04 PM
You are having lunch?
01:28 PM
I will play video games
Without you 😔
04:12 PM
What are you doing now
If you must know, I was on a walk.
For the whole day?
Not the whole day.
Why were you not answering my texts
Because I’m not on my phone every second of every day.
Boring
Gives you some time to figure out how to entertain yourself instead of needing my help.
When you had concussion I was helping you all the time
Now you do not even want to help me 😥
Are you trying to make me feel bad?
Yes
It won't work, you know.
Mm I think maybe it will
It won't.
Fine
I will try to entertain myself
Will give me some rest at least.
Seen
05:17 PM
Doing anything for dinner?
Seen
06:02 PM
Oh, now you’re ignoring me.
I thought you needed rest
I think I’ve had enough rest.
Fine
I will annoy you again
Wait.
No, you don’t need to do that.
But I think you want me to
I should’ve enjoyed the silence more.
And yet you texted me
Was too silent for you maybe
You would never hear me saying that.
You would not say it
But you agree
I like silence.
One of the reasons I went to my cottage is because my parents were crowding me. I couldn’t wait to have a second alone.
You want to be alone now?
I don’t know.
When I’m texting you, it doesn’t take up that much energy.
It’s like I’m still alone.
This is good?
Yeah.
When I have company, I always seem to run out of my social battery pretty fast.
And it takes me a while to charge it up again.
This is always the case for you?
With most people, yes.
Some people take up less energy than others.
Give me example
My parents don’t take up a lot, except for when they’re hovering. But I think it’s because I’m comfortable with them and don’t have to perform a lot.
Same with Hayden, I mean we’ve been friends for so long, that I’m also comfortable with him.
Pike 🤢
Seriously?
Go on
Okay, ignoring that.
When I’m with my team my battery runs low really fast. It’s why I don’t go out with them a lot.
I understand
Do you?
Yes
You are explaining it very well
Thanks, I guess.
Even though it depends on who I’m with, I still need to have some alone time after I’ve been in social situations.
And with me?
I don’t.
Not yet at least.
Maybe it’s different when I’m with you in real life though.
Maybe
Now you can just throw your phone away when you want
And yet I never seem to want.
This is a big compliment
Yeah, it is.
Thank you, Shane
You’re welcome.
Now can you say something nice to me so we can balance it out?
You want a forced compliment?
Would you believe me?
No, obviously I want a real one.
I need some time to think about that
Wow.
Didn’t realize there was nothing to compliment me about…
You should not be offended
Even though you are boring I still like talking to you
With how often you’re saying it, I’m starting to think boring might be a compliment.
Eh no
Is not compliment
Boring means boring
You are boring
Thank you 🥰
Is not compliment
I think it is.
Is not
Always so sweet to me.
I am not sweet
Whatever you say.
😠
May 17, 10:44 AM
What are you doing
If you must know, I’m doing yoga.
Show me 🥵
No??
Fine
I will just watch your documentary then
Wait, what?
Your boring movie from your cottage
You saw that?
Yes
Very boring
When I need to sleep I will put it on the tv
Glad it can be useful then.
Yes
Is also very good for my fantasies
So many different positions in yoga 😏
Gross.
You are very flexible
Easy to bend over
Bold of you to assume I would want to be bend over.
You would not?
I didn’t say you assumed incorrectly.
Hollander, you are trying to turn me on
Rule 1.
Shane
Is it working?
You know it is working
Okay.
I’m going back to yoga now.
Pictures?
I thought you had my boring documentary on tv to keep you occupied.
I would rather have real thing
Not now.
I will be very patient
May 18, 01:20 PM
Goodmorning
Are you only waking up just now?
Yes
Do you have a problem with this
Kind of!
You are worried about my sleep schedule again?
Yes!
You should look at that Google Drive again.
Why would I look at that when you will already tell me
I could list the benefits of good sleep again, but I doubt you will actually listen.
I will listen to you talk
Which means you will listen to what I say, but you won't actually do anything with it.
Yes
So predictable.
I am not
Yeah, you are.
Am not
I can still surprise you
Sure you can!
This will be my new mission
Another plan?
Maybe you can add a new sleep plan while you’re at it.
🙄

Distracting me with a dog I see
And I bet it’s working.
No
Told you.
Predictable.
🙁
May 19, 04:23 PM
Did anything fun today?
09:18 PM
I spent the day with Rose!
She was in town.
Well, not here, but close, so she came over.
Rose is at your cottage?
No.
I don't really invite people up there.
Ah
We were just in a restaurant in Ottawa.

This is a date
No?
What??
Not a date.
Looks like one
I told you I am gay??
But Rose was your girlfriend before
Did you have sex with her?
Yes.
Not that it’s any of your business.
Hmm
Are you jealous?
No
Oh my god. You are.
I am not!
Seriously?!
You are on a date with her in public
Not a date.
People will think it is
Let them speculate.
You are on a date with Rose
But will not invite me to your cottage
Like I said, I don’t really invite people there.
And it’s not that simple with you and me.
There are multiple reasons.
Yes
You have told me
So, what’s the problem?
No problem
It’s not like I make a big deal out of it every time you go out with Svetlana.
You can make a big deal out of it if you want
You want me to be jealous?
Yes
Are you serious?
Yes
Why?
This doesn’t make any sense to me.
Forget it
Ilya.
Tell me why.
Is nothing
Please?
Fine
If you are jealous it means you care
Happy?
No?
Okay
Then go
Ilya.
Listen.
You need me to be jealous to know that I care?
You don’t think I care?
I do not know
Seriously?
You do not show it
Okay.
So, when I keep talking to you even though you’re poking fun of me and have me screaming at my phone, that does not show you I care?
When you keep sending me pictures of dogs and I keep replying?
When you let your friends steal your phone so they can talk to me?
When you ask me every second of every day what I’m doing at that specific moment??
Oh, or when you keep making annoying sex jokes?
I keep talking to you, my rival for gods sake, when it’s the dumbest idea in the world, and still you do not think I care?
Sounds like it is very hard for you
Ilya.
You have to know that I care.
Do you?
Yes!
I told you I liked you.
Yet you do not want to see me
For unrelated reasons!
Okay, not completely unrelated. But it doesn’t have anything to do with how I feel about you.
How do you feel about me
You know.
I do not know
Seriously?
Let me spell it out for you then.
Do that
I like when you poke fun of me.
I like when you send me pictures of dogs, because I know YOU love dogs.
I like when you let your friends steal your phone so they can talk to me, because that means you talk about me enough for them to want to talk to me too.
I like when you ask me what I’m doing every day, because that means you will text me and in case you forgot, one of my rules is that you text me everyday.
I like when you make sex jokes, even though I really think they’re annoying. But it proves to me that you do like me more as a friend.
And for some reason, I like that you’re my rival. Because that means I’m talking to the only person who can actually keep up with me.
I care.
This is really how you feel?
Yes. All this and more.
Sorry
I am having a bad day
Sorry for taking it out on you
Are you okay?
Better now
Do you want me to keep going?
You have more?
I could go all day.
I like that you’re funny.
Funnier than you
Didn’t say that.
I like that you’re also secretly the softest person I know.
Lies
I think I know you enough to know that you are.
I like how you reassure me when I ask for it, but also when you somehow figure out that I need it in that moment.
I like that you try to know me.
I already know you
Because you made sure you did.
I like that I wasn’t the only person pathetic enough to need someone to talk to.
We are not pathetic
We are a bit.
But it’s okay, because it’s both of us.
Yes
I like that you are patient with me.
Is easy
Not for everyone.
And I like that you want to see me.
Really?
Yeah, makes me feel wanted in some way, I guess.
Enough now?
My plan to make you crazy already worked
What?
You must be crazy if you like all these things about me
Not crazy.
I just know you by now.
And if you’re not aware of it, you are actually very easy to like.
People do not usually like me
Fuck people.
I like you.
So you say
You believe me, right?
Yes I believe you
Good.
You shouldn’t be so hard on yourself.
I am not
I think you are.
Maybe that should be a conversation for another day though.
Maybe
I think I will go to bed now
Rule #4: No more doubting that I care.
New rule
List will get very long
As long as you keep following them.
You are tricking me with rules
*Tricking your brain.
It’s smart.
Yes
Okay, you can go to sleep.
Sweet dreams 🥰
You too, Shane

 










To: Lily

May 20, 09:12 AM
How are you feeling today?
10:03 AM
Good
Why
Oh, I don’t know.
Maybe because you were not feeling so good yesterday??
Pff
You exaggerate
Sure.
What are you doing today
Cleaning the house.
Boring
Thank you!
Not a compliment
I’m taking it as one.
Why are you cleaning
Because it’s dirty?
You could hire someone
Then how will I know it gets done the exact way I want it?
Ah
My parents are coming over for dinner tomorrow, so I just want to be sure it’s clean enough to have guests.
I do not think your parents will care
Then you have not met my mom.
No I have not
You know, she would probably like you.
You think so?
Yeah.
Why
I don’t know. It’s just a feeling I guess.
My dad would like you too.
You could do puzzles together.
You think about that?
About what?
Me with your parents
I mean, it would kind of make sense to meet them some time, right?
Right
They’re always bugging me about the friend I met through this website.
Have to tell them eventually.
You do not have to
You’re being annoying.
Maybe I would want to.
Would be nice maybe
I think
Probably
Okay, then we’ll make it happen.
Maybe at an event or something.
Yes
You know, you would probably need to be careful with my mom.
Give her one second to talk to you and she will go full manager mode on you.
Before you know it, you’ll have six photoshoots booked and are walking around with clothes you kind of don’t want to wear.
Wow
Sounds like a big problem
It’s more annoying than you think.
Half the clothes don’t even fit normally.
Like if you want me to wear that every day, at least give me something that fits right.
Shane Hollander gets free clothes
Biggest problem in the world
Fuck off.
No is very difficult for you
All this money and you still can not spend it
How boring to get everything for free
I know you’re joking right now, but I actually feel like that sometimes.
What am I going to do with all this money if companies are giving me everything for free?
Maybe you could retire
You would like that wouldn’t you.
Yes easier for me
Would give you a chance to win another cup, maybe.
Because as long as I’m playing you’re not getting another one.
You are very sure of yourself
Have to be right?
You know, being the best player can be hard.
You would not know
Since you are second best
This is real life, Rozanov, not your dreams.
Rule #1
Distracting me with my own rules 🙄
??
Ilya.
Ah
You do know my name
Ha. Ha.
You’re annoying.
😘
Have fun cleaning
I will.
Of course you will
May 21, 02:03 PM
Sveta is being annoying
Somehow I doubt that she’s the one being annoying, but sure.
You think so low of me, Shane
Who’s fault is that?
This is why I am telling her she can not meet you
You will gang up on me
That sounds fun actually.
When can I meet her?
Never
Give me her number, we will figure it out ourselves.
You will meet her before you meet me?
Technically we have already met.
I do not think playing each other counts
I think it would, but that’s not what I mean.
What is Svetlana saying?
She says I am smiling more
Really??
Why are you smiling more?
Shane
Just wondering 😊
I will not say it
Wow, do you hate me or something?
No?
Maybe Svetlana would tell me.
I would not let her
Give her my number if you won't let me have hers.
No
Give her your phone then.
Is she with you right now?
Yes
She is trying to look on my phone
Very annoying
You should just give it to her.
I am not letting you talk to her
😔
You don’t think she will like me?
What?
I think she will like you too much
Then why won’t you let me talk to her?
Does she not want to talk to me?
This is not a problem
It feels weird that you won't let me talk to her.
You really think she doesn’t like me.
Why are you even friends with me then?
What
Shane
You are going crazy
Because you refuse to give her your phone!
What am I supposed to think!
Fine
I will prove it to you
Here she is
That was easy.
Hi Shane Hollander
I’m guessing you are the famous Svetlana.
Nice to meet you!
You’re calling me famous?
You know Shane, I am a huge fan.
Ilya might have mentioned that before.
I would be more than happy to sign things for you, but Ilya would probably refuse to give them to you.
Yes, you know him very well
As do you.
I have to say, Shane, I have not seen him so happy in a long time
You think that’s because of me?
I’m pretty sure it is.
Which is why I have to talk to you about something.
Okay?
Ilya can put up this huge funny act, but he is a big softie. You have to be careful with him.
I know.
I suppose you do
You’re serious about him then?
Pretty serious.
Good
You know I’ve been telling him to let me meet you
I think I should see him first.
Is that happening anytime soon?
I kind of have a tendency to freak out.
I heard
I’m trying to make sure I’m really ready, so I won't freak out when I finally see him.
I think that’s smart
Is it going to be anytime soon?
Hopefully, yes.
I heard you’re very smart too.
Yes
He would not be able to keep up with us
Which is why he doesn’t want us to talk.
He’s looking at me right now
Very suspicious look in his eyes
I bet.
How did you get him to give me his phone?
You have permission to read the texts.
No
You staged a freak out?
It worked, didn’t it?
You know, I’ve been defending you, Shane
Every time he said ‘Shane Hollander is secretly an asshole’
I said: Ilya, stop projecting yourself onto him
What can I say, he brings it out in me.
Yes, I see that
Okay, he is trying to get his phone back
Lovely to meet you, Shane
I will torture him until he gets me your number
Good to meet you too. Next time will hopefully be in real life.
Bring me your jersey when you do
I will, I promise.
I’m deleting these texts
Ilya doesn’t need to know what we talked about
Smart.
Is me again
Where are all the texts?
She deleted them.
You were right about Svetlana being smart.
Yes I know
What did you talk about?
Telling you would make no sense.
Are you okay?
No more panic?
I don’t know what you’re talking about.
You do not have to worry
Sveta likes you
I know?
No panic?
I wasn’t panicking.
I was just faking it to get you to let her talk to me.
No
Yes 😊
You are mean
We had a really good conversation though!
After you betrayed me
That might be taking it a bit far.
I will never trust you again
How will I survive.
I knew I was right to not want to introduce you two
Too late now.
Yes I am aware
I can’t wait to meet her for real!
I am not going to let that happen
You don’t think she will like me in real life?
What?
No she will
But what if she thinks I’m really weird?
Or thinks I’m fine over text, but when she really sees me she won’t like me at all?
Shane
You do not have to worry about this
Wait
Is this fake again
😊
I can not believe you
Sorry, I couldn’t help it.
You’re just too easy.
Ah yes
Make fun of me
I just want to help you not panic
And you’re really good at it!
Then why are you being mean back 😥
You can handle it.
Also, I have to go.
My parents will be here soon.
Have fun with Svetlana!
I will
Maybe I will make sure she does not like you anymore
You will have real thing to panic about
I’m not worried about that.
Because you’ve told me not to worry like a thousand times.
Using my words against me
Yes.
Have fun with your parents, Shane
Thank you 🥰
Seen
May 22, 08:07 AM
Goodmorning
You’re up early?
Yes
Marly’s sister is coming to town
But he will not be back until Wednesday
So he wants me to keep her occupied
What are you going to do?
We are going to be tourists
Has she never been to Boston before??
She has
Her girlfriend has not
Marly’s sister is gay?
No she has a girlfriend for fun
Ilya.
Yes she is very lesbian
Oh.
You are against lesbians?
No?
What the fuck?
Okay
Where are you taking them?
I do not know yet
I will find out what they like first
Have fun third wheeling the entire day!
Yes, they only want me for my car 😔
Poor you.
Can't even use your charm on them.
Why not
They’re lesbians.
Lesbians think I am very charming
You’re very sure of yourself.
You underestimate me
Women really like my curls
Send me pictures.
Of my curls?
What? No!
Pictures from where you’re going.
Okay
01:14 PM

They are as boring as you
Wanted to go to the library
It looks beautiful!
You would think that yes
You don’t think that?
Is boring
As if you don’t like that.
🙄
02:03 PM

Library garden
This looks cool.
I would love to go there some time.
You should
03:12 PM

You were right
I am third wheel
Your charm isn’t working then?
No
Next time I am taking you
No more third wheel
Okay.
What?
Next time they’re in town I will go with you.
They will still be here tomorrow
You can come then
Good try.
Seen
May 23, 10:15 AM
Marly’s sister still with you?
Alex
What?
Her name
Oh, okay.
They are taking me to a museum 🤢
I think you mean you’re taking THEM to a museum.
Is what I said
I thought you were supposed to show them around.
They are taking me to places I have never been before
Library, museum…
It’s like they’re giving you an education.
Could be useful.
I do not need it
Text me if you learned something.
I will not learn anything new
I know everything already
Bring this attitude to your day out with Alex and they won’t even want to do a double date with us.
Double date?
Yes?
That’s what you meant when you said you would be taking me with you next time, right?
Yes
Yes you are right
Double date
Okay I have to go now
Bye
Have fun!
I won't
May 24, 11:01 PM
Rule #3
What?
You have not texted me today.
You could have texted me first
I did just now, didn’t I?
I had a very busy day
Doing what?
I was with Marly and Alex and their girlfriends
So….
Say what you want to say
You were the fifth wheel today.
Yes
Did you have fun?
I had not seen marly for a while so was fun to talk to him again
Good.
Now I can go to sleep.
You were waiting for a text from me before you could sleep?
No.
Liar
I don’t need it.
I think you do
Goodnight Shane
Goodnight Ilya.
May 25, 08:09 PM
Who would have guessed that, right?
Well, my mom guessed.
But still.
You are watching the game
I was watching it, yes.
Hunter is having a good season.
Because you were injured and I was also injured
Or maybe he’s just in shape.
No
He would not have had a chance if his stupid teammate did not break my ribs
Your ribs were not broken.
And it’s not like you would have had a chance if I was still playing.
I think Boston would have won
Definitely not.
But the Admirals are winning this season.
Want to bet?
I think Hunter will be in nursing home before the final
Still going with the old joke?
I will keep joking about that for as long as he has already lived
Which will be a very long time
I really thought you would be more creative with your jokes.
I am very creative??
Are you?
Players fear me for a reason
Yeah, because you will slam them against the boards so hard, they won’t be able to walk the next day.
You want me to slam you so hard you won't be able to walk?
No thank you, I just had a concussion.
Not what I meant 😉
Ilya.
Shane
I’m choosing to forget that you said that.
😔

 










To: Lily

May 26, 02:13 PM
What’s your day like today?
Is a Friday
I am going out
Really?
I feel like you don’t go out that much anymore.
I do not
But marly is making me
It could be fun?
Yes it will be
But marly always wants to drink a lot
Which is obviously something you would neeever do.
Marly is boring when he is drunk
You should be used to boring by now.
Ah yes
Are you going to get drunk?
No
Russians do not get drunk
I’m sure they don’t.
What about Russians who haven’t been going out that much lately?
They also do not get drunk
We’ll see about that.
What are you going to do
Nothing much, I’m out by the lake now.

Shane
You can not send me a picture like this
Why?
Because I will come over and ravage you
Maybe I would want you to.
Shane?
I mean not right now.
You should be careful with what you say
Maybe I’m getting tired of being careful.
You are saying this right before I am going out with marly
I’m sorry…
We will talk about this later
Can't wait 😊
05:47 PM

Dinner first
You seem to be enjoying yourself.
Very funny
That really is a fire hazard.
Do you want me to tell the restaurant that?
Would you?
No
Then don’t tease me with a good time.
You have a very different idea of a good time
I just think restaurants should think before they do that kind of thing!
One day I will take you here and you can yell at them
Thank you.
I would love that.
I know you would
You should try to have some fun tonight at least.
Fine
For you 😘
11:55 PM
Shaneee
They have good vodka here
Russian vodka!!
I do not want to waste itt
Had so many
I will have more
Probably
Don’t go too hard, it’s been a while since you went out, remember?
Yes yes
And drink some water
Veery strict
I like
May 27, 01:02 AM
vodka is all gone 😥
i drink everything 😊
very expensive
is okey
i have money
barman was veeery happy
01:31 AM
i miss sex 😥
is your fault
have not had sex for so long 😥
01:45 AM
am horny
because vodka
you should come here
or cum here 🍆😏
will ravage you like you want 😈
01:58 AM
are pretty women here
marly wants to help me get laid 🤢
I am telling him I do not want to
will only get laid with one person
he is not here 😥😥
02:04 AM
no panic!!!!!
did not tell him he
but think marly would be okay with he
02:17 AM
shaaaane
so maany women but am thinking only about your freckles….
too prettyy 🥺
maybe i will book plane
come over??
02:32 AM
shane 🥰
you are pretty 🥰
03:01 AM
shane
marly putting me in bed
not good
wish you were here 😥
03:07 AM
sleeping now
will dream about you 💗

 













  
    Chapter End Notes

    Are you seeing what I'm seeing?
Shane is getting confident and oh how I love bratty Shane 😈

Hope you enjoyed!!
Next chapter hopefully coming veeeery soon, since it's already mostly written.
But I have a busy weekend so it's probably going to be some time next week 💓


  


      

  












      Chapter 8
  



    Chapter Notes

      You should probably refresh your memory and go back to Ilya's drunk texts from the night before. This chapter continues with the morning after :)

This chapter does include some phone sex, but it's not too explicit.

Also, I want to sincerely thank Hudson and Connor for delivering so many pictures that I can use in my fic.


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  








To: Lily

May 27, 08:30 AM
I would like to remind you that I told you not to go too hard.
And I’m guessing you didn’t drink too much water.
Also, my freckles, huh?
09:14 AM
Quick question.
What did you mean you haven’t had sex for so long?
I’m just going to patiently wait until you wake up.
12:24 PM
Okay, I know you went out late last night, but how are you still not awake?
01:11 PM
Ilya?
Seriously, if you’re worried about the texts, don’t be. I thought they were funny.
01:45 PM
I do not think texting me 4 times is very patient
Good morning!
Wait, afternoon.
No good morning
Very bad morning
And again, I will remind you that I told you not to drink too much.
Yes yes stupid of me
Kind of.
Your texts were cute though.
Not cute
I was drunk
Did not mean it
Hmm, I don’t know.
What do they say, drunk sayings are sober thoughts?
No
This is a lie
So, you don’t think my freckles are pretty?
Because yesterday you said you were only thinking about them, not about women.
Fine
This is true
They are very pretty
Also, did you really consider booking a plane ticket to come see me?
No
Would never do this
Was a joke
Wow, such a good joke!
What about my question from this morning?
I do not know what you are talking about
Have you really not had sex for ‘so long’?
I do not go out much
Makes sense
So, this has nothing to do with ‘will only get laid with one person’?
Shane
Ilya.
You are having too much fun with this
Am I?
I think I am just clarifying.
You are fishing for compliments
Why would I need to fish for compliments, when I got so many of them last night 😏
I am going back to bed
To dream about me again? 😉
Next time I will block your number before I go out
Are you embarrassed?
Remember when I texted you drunk?
You teased me about that.
True
But that was fun
Not so fun being on the receiving end, I guess.
Yes
Thank you for understanding
Oh, no, I’m not leaving this alone.
😔
Just answer one question.
Okay
When was the last time you had sex with someone?
This is the one question you want to ask?
Yes.
April
What?
Last time I had sex
Middle of April
Seriously?
Yes
You haven’t had sex in over a month?
This is another question
I just want to make sure I understood correctly.
Is not a big deal
I have been busy
Except you haven’t.
You know, being out of the playoffs and everything.
Maybe I did not want to
Really?
Yes is very stupid
I think maybe I will go out because I am horny
But then I can only think about one person
Very annoying
And who is this person you apparently spend all your time thinking about?
Shane
Do not make me say it
😥
Fine
I am always thinking about this slow hockey player
I’m faster than you.
Beautiful freckles
But has a very weak backhand
Big flaw
My backhand is better than yours.
Not true
Mine is much better
Definitely not.
It is
You know it
So, you haven’t had sex in over a month, because you think about me all the time?
Is not a big deal
I think it is.
Is your fault
What??
You keep sending me pictures
Looking very pretty
Not with the intention to keep you from having sex!
You want me to have sex with other people?
I didn’t say that.
Ah
You like it
What?
That I think about you
Maybe.
Do you think about me?
Maybe.
You are being very informative
I’m not just blabbing everything I think, because I’m not drunk.
🙄
I think you forgot what you said yesterday
Which was?
That you want me to come over and ravage you
Oh my god.
That was an impulsive text!
You did not mean it?
I can't believe you are making me say this.
I did mean it.
Tired of being careful mm?
A bit.
You are thinking about me too then
Sometimes.
By the way, I haven’t had sex for a while either.
Yes very surprising
Why does that sound like you think I never have sex?
Not like that
You have concussion
So no sex, yes?
Oh.
Yeah, that’s the reason.
When was last time
When I was with Rose.
And it wasn’t really good.
Shane Hollander is bad at sex?
No!
Just with women.
Sad for Rose 😔
Yeah, well, one disastrous sexual experience and she was breaking up with me because she thought I was gay.
She broke up with you?
Yeah.
And you did not know you liked men?
I knew I liked men.
I just thought I might like women too!
But after trying to have sex with Rose, I realized I definitely didn’t like women in that way.
It was so bad she broke up with you
She didn’t really give me the chance to do it first.
You would have done it?
Yes.
It wouldn’t have been fair to her.
Ah yes
Having so much bad sex all the time
Are you ever going to let this go?
No
I’ll have you know that I have received many good reviews after having sex.
Reviews 😂
Fuck off.
No keep going
Tell me these reviews
I’m not giving you any details??
Ugh fine
How many reviews are there
Like, how many men have I slept with?
Yes
A few, you?
Not many.
That’s not a number.
You did not give a number either
You first.
I do not know
I have slept with many more women
Is safer
Lucky you.
Yes
Is easier
Do not have to worry so much about people seeing
Yeah.
That’s part of why I tried too, you know.
Would have been easier.
Yes I understand
Most of my hookups were on road trips.
Smaller chance of getting recognized.
That worked?
Yeah.
I had a regular hookup for a while though.
We met on a dating app.
He knew nothing about hockey.
So, it was pretty safe.
You did not like him more than that?
No definitely not.
I couldn’t be in a relationship with someone that didn’t know anything about hockey.
Hypocritical, I know.
No
You need someone who can keep up with you
In everything
Yes?
Yeah.
It was fun for a while though.
Definitely learned a lot from him.
Yeah?
Yes.
Maybe one day I’ll show you some of it.
Fuck
Shane
What?
You know what you are doing
I don’t know what you’re talking about.
What did he teach you
Tell me
Are you trying to sext me right now?
You started
I didn’t.
You said ‘one day I’ll show you’
That was a statement.
We can sext
It’s the middle of the day!
It does not have to be nighttime for you to be horny
We’re not sexting right now.
Fine
How are you doing?
I am very sad because you will not send me sexy texts 😥
I kind of meant if you have a hangover or not?
Changing the subject 😔
Yeah, and it would have worked if you answered normally.
My fault again, I see
I am okay
Did not throw up
Good for you?
Yes
I do need to get out of bed
You’re still in bed??
Yes
I was texting you right when I woke up
You don’t feel dirty?
You must have been sweaty last night.
I did not want to stop texting
You should have told me, I would have let you shower.
Let me?
Yes.
Go shower now.
I like it when you are strict
You’re weird.
You should change your sheets afterwards too, so you don’t go to sleep in your sweaty bed tonight.
Yes Shane
Out of bed yet?
Walking to the bathroom now
Good.
I will talk to you later.
Yes

 










To: Lily

May 28, 12:44 PM

Lunch with Sveta
Took this picture for you 😘
Fun!
The picture?
No, lunch with Svetlana.
Say hi to her for me?
You do not like the picture? 😥
It’s okay, I guess.
Your arms look big, what kind of workout do you do?
You are asking about my workout?
Yeah, I have a lot of time now and my concussion is gone.
And I’m trying to get into shape again.
You really want to know?
I guess I could just use my old training schedule.
I can tell you if you want
No, it’s fine.
Thanks for offering though!
What are you doing today
It’s Sunday, so, dinner with my parents.
Maybe read a book later or something.
Boring
You would think that, yes.
Have fun with Svetlana!
I will
Have fun with your parents
Thank you.
08:17 PM
You know…
My parents keep pestering me about you.
They tease you
Yes, so much.
Always talking about when they will get to meet the mysterious Lily.
They know I am your friend, yes?
Yeah, obviously.
But they’re starting to be suspicious that you might be more than that.
What did you tell them
That it was not true?
I told them that it is none of their business.
You did not deny it
Should I have?
No
Okay, good.
You had fun today?
Yes
Sveta keeps teasing me about you too
I’m guessing she’s even worse, because she actually knows who I am?
Yes
But is okay
I like talking about you
Yeah, me too.
About you, obviously.
Yes I got that Shane
Oh.
You don’t tell Svetlana too much about what I say though, right?
No
And only good things
I didn’t realize there were bad things that you could say?
Ah no
There are no bad things
Good.
Because if there are, you should tell me.
And not someone else.
Yes
Same for you
Yes.
I need to sleep.
Early
Think about me in your dreams 😘
I'm sure I will.
You will?
Shane?
May 29, 09:18 AM
Dreamed about you being here.
10:11 AM
You want to make that reality?
10:37 AM
I’ll let you know when I do.
But so you know, it was a very good dream.
What did I do in your dream
A lot of things.
Like??
I’m not telling you.
Why
I want to keep it PG.
What does this mean
Look it up.
10:46 AM
Your dream was not PG?
It very much was not.
Did you wake up hard?
I did.
Had to take care of it.
You are killing me
Sorry.
No
Do not apologize
Is hot
You were thinking about me, yes?
Definitely.
11:14 AM
I took care of it too
Thought about me?
Who else would I think about?
😊
10:12 PM
Good start for Hunter.
You know there is more people on the team than that old man
He’s the best player on the team though.
He has had a lot of time to practice
Because he’s been alive since the Stone Age?
I have never been more attracted to you
Only because I made an old man joke?
Exactly
You’re kind of easy.
Only for you 😘
May 30, 07:10 PM
Am at the gym

Cool.
Cool?
Yeah, I mean you have nice abs and everything.
You can see you work out.
So, nicely done, I guess.
’Nicely done’
What is wrong with you
I don’t understand?
I sent you a very sexy photo and this is your reaction?
I wouldn’t say sexy per se.
The picture is kind of blurry too.
Honestly, I can barely see anything.
…..
What?
Shane I am trying to seduce you
Really?
You definitely need a better picture for that.
Are you asking for more photos?
Are you offering to send them?
Ah
I see what is happening
Do you?
Yes
I will not entertain this
Whatever you want, I guess.
😔

 










To: Lily

May 31, 02:33 PM
You are very fast
Thank you?
Ah not in real life
In the game
What game?
Video game
I am playing as you
Crushing marly 😈
Please don’t play as me.
I just want to see what it is like being in your skin
That sounds like you want to actually be in my skin.
How do you know this is not what I mean
That would be weird.
You tell me I am weird
That’s true.
Yeah, thinking about it, I wouldn’t put it past you to actually want to do that.
For now I will settle for playing as you
Why don’t you play as yourself?
In video game you are faster
Not realistic of course
Of course 🙄
At least I am winning
Maybe marly is just not that good at playing video games
He is very good
But I am much better
Wow, you’re really not humble about anything in your life.
I do not need to be humble
Everything I say is true
Sure.
I will play against you one day
You will see how good I am
I’m remembering this.
And I will definitely win.
You will not
I will.
Not
I will.
No
Yes.
No
Yes.
No
How long are we going to do this?
No
Yes.
No
Yes.
Until you admit I will win
Except you won't.
We will see
We definitely will.
11:01 PM
Too bad for the Admirals.
Yes so very bad
Would it kill you to have some empathy?
Yes
And he is the one who kicked me out of the playoffs
Good point.
Fuck him.
I am very attracted to you right now
Again?
I sense a pattern.
What
You are always horny when we are talking about Hunter.
What
No
This is not pattern
Shane
Not true
You can not say that
If I didn’t know any better I would say you might be attracted to HIM.
No
No
Shane
I am only attracted to you
Not him
Hunter 🤢
Is the worst 🤮
I’m just saying it’s suspicious.
It’s a fun theory.
No theory
Not fun
Do not say this again
I will vomit
Just did
Mood killer, huh?
Yes
Do not bring this up again
Fine.
I’ll keep that theory to myself for now.
??
Also do not think about it
There is no theory
Shane
June 1, 11:01 AM
What are you doing right now?
At the gym

I like your curls.
Do you now
Yes.
Seem very easy to pull on.
You can
If you want to
I have been working out a lot more too.
Been getting my body back to normal.
Yeah?
Want to see?
If I ever say no to that you should kill me because you would not be talking to me
Dramatic.

Fuck
Warning next time
I literally told you I was going to send this.
You did not tell me you would be shirtless
You look very handsome
I will think about you tonight
Why?
When I am in bed
And need something to think about
I will think about you
Your sexy abs
How pretty you will look when you are beneath me
Oh.
Yeah.
Okay.
Think about whatever you want.
I will
Talk to you later.
Going to ‘take care of yourself’?
No comment.
Think about me 💗
Who else would I think about?
Fuck

 










To: Lily

June 2, 07:05 AM
Goodmorning
07:35 AM
Why are you up so early?
Could not sleep
Oh.
Too much thinking?
Yes
Want to talk about it?
Yes
Go ahead.
Okay
07:41 AM
Ilya?
Maybe not conversation for so early
Okay.
Want me to text you later?
Yes
I will.
11:51 AM
Want to talk?
Yes
Thank you
Tell me what’s going on.
I was thinking about Russia
That you don’t want to go back?
Yes
But maybe I have to
Why?
Because I have family there
And I always go home for summer
You don’t have to if you don’t want to.
I feel like I do
Is your brother expecting you?
I do not think he expects me to come back
Then why would you?
Is Russia
I can not explain
Okay.
Do you miss it?
Sometimes
I miss the food mostly
And my niece
I understand.
I mean, not completely, of course.
But I can imagine.
I do not like Russia
But it is still home
It’s where you grew up, so I get it.
Yes
What does Svetlana think?
What
About you going back?
She thinks I should not go back if I do not want to
I agree.
And at least you get to speak Russian with her, right?
Does that help?
Yes
Good.
Why do I miss a place that is so terrible to me
Sometimes we can't explain our feelings.
Why do I miss hockey when it’s the reason I got injured?
Because you love hockey
You still love some parts of Russia.
And that’s okay.
If they really knew me in Russia the people would hate me
And that would be their loss.
They don’t know what they’re missing.
And if they would hate you, they suck.
The real you is very likeable.
You like me
And you already knew that.
Nice to hear it
I’ll keep saying it whenever you want me to.
Maybe when we are playing against each other
No.
The ice is off-limits.
I can still chirp you?
Yes.
But you will not tell me you like me
I said the real you is likable.
Not the one that is an asshole to me on the ice.
I will be nicer to you
Then you will tell me
I will consider it.
😊
10:19 PM
Are you watching
Horny again?
What
You’re seeing Hunter on the TV.
Got horny.
Decided to text me.
Right?
I am going to tell everyone I know that you are an asshole
No one will believe you.
I will show them our texts
No you won't.
Do not underestimate me
I’m so scared.
You should be 😈
June 3, 09:01 AM
Plans today?
11:08 AM
Yes
I am a very busy man
Really?
No
I have nothing to do 😥
There must be something to do around Boston.
I have seen everything
How about your friends?
All busy
I am watching a movie
At 11 in the morning?
This is not illegal
Nobody watches movies in the morning.
Many people do
Only you do not do this
Whatever.
What are you watching?
I do not know
What do you mean?
There is a talking snow person
What?
Two sisters
One has ice powers
Very cool
Get it
Cool 😉
You’re watching Frozen?
Yes
That’s a kid’s movie.
Again
Is not illegal for me to watch
I just didn’t think you’d be watching a Disney movie.
Ah
I just put something on
Background noise
So you’re not actually watching it?
I was not
At first
But it is better than I expected
Also a bit sad
It’s a kid’s movie.
They can be very sad
Okay.
I’ll leave you to it then.
I will text you when I need help drying my tears
🙄
Seen

 










To: Lily

June 4, 06:13 PM
Dinner with parents today?
No, not today.
They’re having some kind of group dinner with friends.
Your parents have more friends than you
No, they don’t.
How many people are at this dinner
Only like 10.
So more friends than you
Fuck you.
Yes gladly
You only needed to ask
🙄
You’re an asshole.
I am just being honest
09:11 PM

Is this picture better
Yes.
Thank you for the inspiration.
Inspiration
For what
Shane
You know.
I do not know
For me time.
’Me time’
Are you allergic to saying jerking off
Shane
You are using my picture for this
Maybe.
Okay
Send me
What?
Picture of you
I need inspiration too
Since you asked so nicely.

You will crush me with those arms
Are you asking me?
No
I am telling you
You will do this
Bossy.
You like it
Okay, goodnight.
Have fun 😈
You too 😘
June 5, 01:55 PM
Hey.
Hey?
Can I talk to you about something?
Yes
Is this about us
Do you not want to do this anymore
What?
No!
Why would you think that?
Forget it
Was silly
Rule #4 remember?
Yes yes
No doubting you care
Okay, good.
Now can I talk to you?
Yes
I’m kind of nervous about going back to hockey.
You worry that you will not be as good?
Not that, obviously.
You should not worry about that
You will still be second best when you come back
*The best
Like I said I’m not worried about that.
Okay
It’s just that these last few months have been good.
Trying new things…
Getting rest, even though it was annoying that I couldn’t do anything.
Texting me
Yeah, texting you.
Going back also means a busy schedule.
And I love hockey, I love it more than anything probably.
But it’s also a lot of pressure.
Yes
Maybe because of your team also?
It’s a good team, we work well together.
They just expect a lot from me, you know?
They can not ask you to do everything
If I do everything at least I’ll know it gets done right.
You do not need to do everything
You can rest sometimes
I’m afraid I won’t get to rest.
Then take it
Not that easy.
You do not always have to be at practice
Skip optional ones
Do you do that?
Sometimes
When I feel bad
Oh.
I’ve never really skipped practice though.
It will be really obvious.
Does not matter if it is obvious
People will notice.
Who is people
My team.
Coach.
Then let them notice
I can’t just shrug it off.
Fuck them
If you need rest
You need rest
I don’t know.
Fuck them
Who cares if they notice
If you need time to care for yourself you should take it
You think so?
Yes
Fuck them
You are very vocal about this.
You should tell me
Tell you what?
Fuck them
I’m not saying that about my team.
Please?
No.
I am not above begging
Good to know.
Please?
Okay.
Fuck them.
Fuck them if they notice.
YES
I will take time off when I need it.
You will have more time to text me during the season
I would never use that as a reason to skip practice.
Am I not important enough to you 😔
Seriously?
What?
Is a fair question
You know, I won't tell you when I skip practice.
Why 😥
Because you would make sure you wouldn’t skip, so you got more practice than me.
And I’m not letting you beat me.
Ever.
Competitive
I like
That’s our whole thing.
Of course you like it.
I have been thinking
Rivals to lovers
Sounds fun
You have been watching too many movies.
And lovers is a gross word, don’t call us that.
I did not know that you hated me
How the hell did you come to that conclusion?
I am sad now
Sometimes I really don’t understand you.
Because you do not try to understand me
You’re tiring.
See
You hate me
🙄
09:48 PM
How the hell did San Francisco win that one?
They got lucky
New York was clearly better.
I really thought they would win easily.
Is only 2-2
They can still win the cup
Hunter needs to step up.
His passes are sloppy.
Yes
Talk dirty to me
Proving my theory once again.
No
Shane
Not again
Why are you doing this to me
🤮

 










To: Lily

June 6, 08:19 PM
Why is Russian so hard?
You are learning Russian?
A bit.
I’m getting stuck on some of the phrases though.
Tell me
Maybe I can help
Okay.
One that I am stuck on is this: Ya tebya hochu.
Shane
What are you doing?
Asking for your help!
Will you tell me what it means?
I think you know
How about…
Trahni menya.
Fuck me
Oh, yeah, that’s the right translation.
Thanks.
Shane
Stop
Sil’neye, pozhaluysta.
You are trying to kill me
It is working
Are you hard?
Shane
What do you want
I think it’s pretty obvious what I want.
Tell me
I want to know if you’re hard.
Cause I am.
Fuck
Do you really want to do this
Yes.
But I don’t really know how.
You are doing very good so far
Good 😊
Are you on your bed
Yes.
Take off your clothes
Done.
Touch yourself for me
I am.
So good at listening to me, mm?
What are you thinking about?
You.
What you would do to me if you were here.
You want me to tell you?
Yes.
Please.
First thing I will do is kiss you
Do you want that?
Yes
Kiss your neck
Your nipples
Will get you all wet for me
But I will not let you touch me
You will let me do everything
Yeah
Let me do anything I want to you, mm?
anytihng
Want to get my mouth on you
Want to taste it
I bet you’re sweet
So sweet for me
yeah
You are still touching yourself?
yes
Think about me
Use your fingers
Imagine what it would feel like if it was my fingers
Getting you all ready to take me
Would fuck you so hard
Do you want that?
yes
so bad
Will fuck you so hard you will not remember your name
Only mine
ilya
Yes
My name on your lips
Will sound so pretty
For me
Only me
yes
Good
You are being so good for me
I will fuck you
Then get my mouth on you
So I can taste you when you cum
fuck
Yes
Jesus.
Ah
You are back
Fuck.
Why is it so much better if you’re talking to me?
I am a pro
Fuck you.
Yes you want me to
Don’t embarrass me.
I will not embarrass you
Is very hot to know you are thinking about me
Yeah?
Yes Shane
So this was okay?
Not weird for you?
Very okay
Okay.
Thank you.
You are thanking me for your orgasm?
Well, it kind of happened because of you.
You are the one who started talking Russian
I thought that would get things started pretty fast.
You were right
Are you learning more Russian for me?
Yes.
Only useful phrases though.
Like what
Maybe you’ll find out.
You are torturing me
On purpose
Yes 😊
Brat
June 7, 10:44 AM
Good morning!
You sound happy
I slept very well.
I think I know why
Might be one of the reasons.
There are more reasons?
No.
You’re right, that is the only reason.
Good to know you are happy because of me
You tend to bring that out in me.
You give me too much credit
I don’t think I do.
Doing anything fun today?
I am walking around Boston
Seeing if there is anything fun to do
You?
I was getting ready to do yoga.
Ah
Getting more flexible
For me, yes?
Not only for you.
But it would definitely help with certain positions.
I’m pretty bendy.
Fuck
Shane
I am in a store
You can not get me hard right now
Sorry.
You are not
No, I’m not.
Now you see what you do to me.
I always get you hard when you are in a store?
Not in a store specifically.
You just always get me hard.
Shane
This is not helping
You need to stop talking
Oh, shit.
I’ll make you think about something else.
Hockey?
I’m pretty excited for the next time we’ll get to play against each other again.
Also not helping
Really?
Hockey gets you hard?
No
But playing against you does
I’m going to have sex with Hayden Pike.
What
What are you talking about Shane
You will not have sex with your teammate
Is very gross
And he is a very bad hockey player
You do not like that 
Also he is married
You know this
I’m obviously not going to do that.
Did it work though?
What
Are you still hard?
Oh
No
Worked
Good!
There is problem
What?
You made me think about Pike naked with you 🤢
I do not think I will ever get hard ever again
I think you’re underestimating yourself.
Tomorrow Hunter plays again.
You’ll get horny in no time!
You need to stop with this theory
Is not funny
Only you will get me hard
Yeah, okay.
I’m good with that too.
Okay
I will walk around again
They are staring at me
Why?
Because I was hiding in a corner
They think I will steal things
You hid in a corner??
What else was I supposed to do?
Walk around pointing my dick at everyone?
Oh my god.
You are insane, you know that?
Was your fault
Sorry, will not happen again.
Can happen again
Only when I am at home
I’ll remember that.
I will help you remember 😘

 










To: Lily

June 8, 10:13 PM
How did they lose the last game 0-1, but won this one 5-2?
Makes no sense.
It’s like they remembered how to play hockey overnight.
Maybe Hunter got a new hip
Old one was rusty
Yeah, that must be it.
Hip surgery.
Would only take a few days to recover from.
Super realistic.
You are being sarcastic
Obviously.
Funny
That’s what I’m known for.
Eh no
That is what I am known for
Two things can be true at the same time.
Also I wouldn’t say you’re known for being funny.
You have creative chirps.
That’s different.
Is it?
I’m pretty sure a lot of hockey players would agree that your chirps are definitely not funny.
Ouch
What are you going to do?
Cry about it?
You are chirping me now?
Learned from the best.
They should give out medal for chirping
I would win every year
There are a lot of things they should have medals for.
Yes
Slowest hockey player
Pike would win
You second
Because even though it is bad medal you would hate being second even more
🙄
There’s like at least a thousand players slower than me.
Are there
Yes.
Want me to name them?
You will name a thousand players?
If it will make you agree with me, yes.
You are crazy
I am informed.
It’s different.
I do not even know a thousand players
Maybe that’s why you’re still so bad at hockey.
Eh no
I learn everything from myself
My own talent
You apparently need to watch thousand men play hockey to get better at it
And it works.
There is nothing wrong with using the resources available to us.
You should try it sometime.
I will not waste my time doing that
Okay.
Your loss.
Have fun never being the best player in the league 😊
Very hot when you chirp me
Changing the topic I see.
No comeback?
That is not the reason
I just want you to know that if you talk to me like that in person, I would not be able to keep my hands off you
Goodnight.
What are you going to do
None of your business.
Have fun thinking about me
Not thinking about you.
I will think about you
Want to cum all over your pretty freckles
Maybe wear glasses, yes?
Will get those all dirty too
Fuck.
Stop.
I do not think is what you want
I can not stop thinking about being inside you
Want to feel you around me so bad
I want that too.
Yes?
Yeah.
Good
Now go to sleep
I don’t think I’m sleeping anytime soon.
Sweet dreams 😈
June 9, 09:58 AM
Good dreams?
Yeah.
Been having more of those lately.
Wonder why
Yeah, I wonder.
Maybe has something to do with the very sexy Russian man you have been talking to
I have been talking to a Russian man.
Don’t know about the sexy part.
I have heard you say different
Must be someone else.
You are very bratty
😊

 










To: Lily

June 10, 02:37 PM
How is it possible to miss someone you don’t even see in person?
Like ever.
You are talking about me?
Oh.
You're online.
Yes I have nothing to do all day
You know this about me
Why do you ask this question
Because I miss you.
You do?
Yes.
And I’m wondering how that’s possible.
I do not know
But it is possible
Because I miss you too
I kind of miss hugging you.
We have never hugged
Exactly.
That’s the problem.
You want to change that?
Maybe I do.
Do you think people would react weird to us being friends?
Yes
I think so
Rivals are not supposed to be friends
But we have a good reason.
A normal one at least.
Ah yes
You will tell the world you, Shane Hollander, famous hockey player, who everyone wants to be friends with, were desperate for a friend and tried to find one online
And accidentally became friends with your rival
Jesus.
No one will believe us, will they?
No
I would not believe us
If I did not live it
Imagine if we matched with normal people.
Would have been very boring
Nothing to talk about
Hmm, I don’t know.
Might have been good.
To talk to a nice person.
You say this
But you just said you miss me
You will not fool me
Yeah, I guess that wasn’t very believable either.
I would not have wanted to be matched with anyone else
This was the best outcome
I agree.
Then we are agreed
Yes.
Good
June 11, 07:08 PM
Are you watching the game tonight
Yes.
My parents are here too.
Are you with someone?
Yes Sveta is here
I kind of wish I was watching the final with you.
Yes me too
I’m pretty sure the Admirals will win.
They will not
Would it hurt you to support Hunter?
Yes
Fine.
I still think they will win, want to bet?
No
Because you agree with me.
Is not the reason
Sure.
10:17 PM
I told you.
Yes congratulations for guessing that dinosaur would win the Cup
He was playing really good.
First time in his life
What do you have against him?
Nothing
He is old and boring
I thought you liked boring.
Wait, are you secretly harboring a crush on Scott Hunter?
No!
Never
Do you think he’s hot?
Do you?
He is pretty easy on the eyes.
Do not talk about a grandpa like that 🤢
You’re a big baby.
Big, yes 😉
Ignoring that.
Ugh, I always like this part.
Which part
You know, when they’re inviting everyone on the ice.
Is harder when you do not have anyone to invite
Fuck.
Sorry.
Is okay
Eh, what is Hunter doing?
I do not know
Wait, they are saying he’s inviting someone from the crowd.
He is inviting a fan on the ice?
Very exciting for him
They’re holding hands?
Is he stupid
What is he doing
Holy fuck.
Are you seeing this?
Yes I am seeing this
Holy shit.
He is kissing someone.
I am seeing that
He’s kissing a man.
He is braver than I thought
Holy fuck.
Ilya.
You know what this means?
We are not the only ones
We’re not the only ones.
And we don’t have to be the first.
Of course Hunter had to steal the show
Ilya.
Shane
Come to my cottage?
Don’t go back to Russia.
Seen
10:56 PM
Ilya?
Ah, you are finally inviting me
Fuck you.
Will you?
Come?
Come in two ways, yes? 😉
You know what, maybe I will rescind my invitation.
Nooo
So, you want to?
I already booked a flight
Really?
Yes
Wow.
That’s what you were doing instead of replying to me then?
Maybe
It wouldn’t have hurt to just say yes first.
More fun to see you squirm, yes?
Asshole.
I would love to come to your cottage, Shane
Good 😊
You can stay as long as you want.
I mean, at least until training has to start?
That is a long time
I think we’ll manage.
Unless you don’t think we’ll get along for multiple weeks?
I think we will be fine
You should pack as many clothes as you want.
I’m not sure you would fit into mine.
Because I am so very big
That is not the reason.
Fine
I will bring a lot of clothes
Happy?
Yes.
What time is your flight?
In the morning
Is not too early?
If it was up to me you’d be flying here tonight.
Very eager 😉
Kind of, yeah.
You will pick me up from the airport?
Uhm.
Not sure if that’s a good idea.
You do not have a car?
Obviously I have a car.
But having our first meeting in a car seems weird.
Meeting
Sounds official
Fuck you.
I will rent a car at the airport
Okay?
Yeah, that’d be good.
I’ll text you my address.
Okay
I will go pack now
Can’t wait.
Yes me too
June 12, 01:40 PM
Landed
Will be there in two hours
Can’t wait to see you 😊
💗

 







A few weeks later...








To: Lily💓

July 10, 11:20 PM
I had a lot of fun with you
We are definitely sexually compatible
Can you stop bringing that up?
No😘
Fine🙄
Get home safe, okay?
Yes, Shane
Ya tebya lyublyu💗
I love you too, Ilya💗

 













  
    Chapter End Notes

    That's a wrap 🙌

This was everything I intended for this fic and more. I am extremely thankful for all the people that left kudos or a comment!! I hope everyone enjoyed this journey as much as I did 💗

This was always supposed to be just a texting fic, but I'm afraid I got very attached to this version of Shane and Ilya, so yes, I do have ideas for their first meeting from inbetween the last textboxes (and I might have already started writing that, A LOT of it), but I'm not as confident about writing a non-texting chapter, soooo.....

If you could just let me know if you would still be interested in reading that, that would be great 🥰
Subscribe or keep being subscribed in case I do end up adding that extra chapter! (Which I will. I think so. Probably. Yes.)


  


      

  












      Chapter 9: Ilya Interlude #3
  



    Chapter Notes

      Did I plan for this chapter to be posted this quick after seemingly finishing the story? No.
Is it because I suddenly had a boatload of inspiration? Yes.

I am really nervous about posting this, but I hope you'll like it.

There are a few conversations between Ilya and Svetlana in this one. To make it easier on myself I decided not to try and translate them into Russian. Instead, I put in italics what I imagine would be in Russian. So, if you could also do that that would be great :)


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  June 11, 10:25 PM
Truth is, he had been hoping that Shane would finally invite him to his cottage. Over the past few weeks Shane had surprised Ilya by being more forthcoming than ever before. Ilya still remembered the days when he needed to be the one to text first to start up the conversation. But lately Shane had been initiating most of their conversations. At the time he had figured that was a good sign. And now that theory had been confirmed.
Ilya sits on his couch, phone face down next to him. He swears he can still feel the buzzing from the texts he just got from Shane.


To: Jane

June 11, 10:23 PM
Come to my cottage?
Don’t go back to Russia.

 

He knows he is an asshole for not immediately replying, but who can blame him? He has been waiting for this for weeks, months even, but now that the moment is finally here, he is starting to freak out. To avoid thinking about it, Ilya focuses on the taps of his fingers on the bottom of his glass. The vodka still left in there distorts his view and makes his fingers look way bigger than they should be. It’s fascinating, really, but in this moment he isn’t sure if anything could be fascinating enough to distract him from what happened.
Fucking Scott Hunter came out. Ridiculously public with possibly the worst kiss he had ever seen. Although his boyfriend? seemed to enjoy it more than enough. From everyone who could have come out, yes Ilya did have his suspicions about some of the other players, of course Hunter had to be the first. Ilya had to admit, it was smart to do it after winning the cup. Would take some of the attention away maybe. Everyone would be celebrating. Maybe it was for the win and maybe for Hunter’s bravery. Ilya doesn’t care either way. Especially because the Admirals would never have won if either him or Shane would have been playing to their full potential. But maybe then Hunter wouldn’t have come out and Shane wouldn’t have sent him the text to come to his cottage and he would have been on a flight to Russia right now.
Fuck. Russia.
Ilya sighs and rests his head against the back of the couch. His eyes fixate on the ceiling lights, suddenly reminded of a loose wire dangling dangerously. Did he already call someone to come fix that, or was that still on his to-do-list?
“Wow. First your vodka, now the ceiling. You’re apparently really not interested in what I have to say.” Svetlana’s voice cuts through his thoughts.
Fuck. He had been neglecting her for the last… He looks at the clock at the end of the room. Must have been at least ten minutes.
He sighs. “I’m sorry. I was just thinking.”
Svetlana scoots closer to him, lying her head down on his shoulder. She interlocks her hand with his and starts moving her thumb in slow circles over the back of his hand. “Anything I can help you with?” she asks, her voice smooth and soft.
His eyes trained on their hands, he decides to fill her in on his thoughts. “Hunter came out and now Shane invited me to come to his cottage.”
Svetlana jumps up and yelps. “Ilyusha! He finally invited you, why are you sulking?”
Ilya groans. “I don’t know.”
Then he makes the mistake of making eye contact with his now giggling best friend. Her eyes are glistening and her face is that of unbridled joy.
“You are nervous,” Svetlana says, smirking.
This makes him sit up straight. “Eh, no. I’m not nervous.”
From the way she glares at him, he can see that Svetlana definitely doesn’t believe him. But instead of arguing she does him a favor and flops down next to him again, burying her knees in the oversized Raiders jersey he got her. She had insisted on wearing it, even though they didn’t even make it to the final.
“To show Hunter who would have won the cup if one of his asshole teammates hadn’t checked my friend so hard into the boards that he couldn’t play anymore,” she had said.
He had thanked her for her support obviously but also reminded her that Hunter would unfortunately not be able to see her wearing the jersey. She had pouted back at him and said he should be happy that she was still wearing his jersey instead of the Hollander one she got for herself. Ever since she had found out that Jane was Shane, she had been teasing him endlessly, twisting every conversation so she could quietly interrogate him. And truthfully, it didn’t take much to get him talking about Shane. Svetlana wasn’t the only one who could wriggle the topic ‘Shane Hollander’ into every discussion.
Ilya supposes that was what Svetlana was waiting for here. Waiting for him to open up and reveal everything he could about his developing relationship with Shane. And he could. He wanted to. But he didn’t know where he was supposed to start.
Svetlana clearly notices his hesitation, because once again she scoots over to get closer to him. Her hand finds his chin and makes him look at her. “Ilyusha,” she says. “Do you not want to go?”
Whatever shock she found on his face after that statement makes her smile widely at him. Ilya immediately turns his face away from her, trying to hide whatever facial expressions he was apparently making. But Svetlana’s grip on his chin gets even tighter and she forces him to look back.
“Do not hide from me,” she says, her voice stern.
Ilya shoots her a quick smile. “You are very annoying.” 
“That’s my job,” she says, using her fingers to squeeze his cheeks.
He groans. “Fine. I will tell you.”
Svetlana settles back on the couch, an expectant look on her face. And Ilya wishes he knew what to tell her. But truly he barely even understands what he is feeling himself. He is supposed to be excited. And he is. At least he thinks so. But there is something lurking beneath that feeling in his brain. Seeing Shane in person is everything he has been wanting for longer than he would like to admit. But what they have now is safe.
He likes riling Shane up through texts. He likes how Shane notices when he is not feeling well, and always immediately tries to make him feel better. He likes it when Shane asks him about his day, so simple, yet Ilya has never had someone do that so consistently before. He likes that Shane trusts him to deal with his anxiety now, instead of running away to the nearest person he can find, who is not Ilya. He likes how responsive Shane is to his sexual innuendos, even though he unfortunately is never there with him to reap the benefits. And mostly, he likes that Shane likes him back.
But that is wherein the problem lies. Shane likes him now. This new version he has fabricated. The version of Ilya that could think about his texts before sending them. The one that might have asked people for advice more times than he would ever admit to anyone. The Ilya that could stop himself from running his mouth and being an asshole, because he had a blinking cursor protecting him. He who could stop texting when he didn’t feel like it, instead of being face to face with someone and being confronted with his disinterest. What if Shane likes this online persona, but not the real thing? It is still him, of course, he is the one who sent all the texts. But what if Shane is hoping for something and he is unable to deliver?
He snaps out of his thoughts to find Svetlana still waiting patiently for him to talk. So, he does. He tells her he doesn’t know what to think. He tells her all the things he likes about Shane. And he tells her about his doubts. About being unsure if Shane will still like him when he sees him in person. He spills every single thought he has had since Shane invited him. Well, almost every thought. Through this whole speech, he feels a tear slipping down his cheek and he sees a matching one on Svetlana’s face.
“Please don’t cry, Sveta,” he says, begging her to stop.
“How can I?” Svetlana says, eyes still glossy. “How can I not cry when this is how you talk about my best friend?”
Ilya sighs. “It’s not a way of talking about myself. It feels true to me. I think he might walk out of this disappointed with who I turned out to be.”
“No.” Svetlana shakes her head fervently, her eyes gaining the angry look Ilya is used to being on the receiving end of, although almost never in a serious conversation like this. “He could never be disappointed. You hear me? Never.”
Why she suddenly started speaking in English was a mystery to him, but he couldn’t deny the effect the words had on him. The idea that there might be a world where Shane could never be disappointed with the version of Ilya that decided to show up to spend time with him. But that’s a dream. Not reality. And Ilya had to be honest with himself and face reality.
So, he shakes his head right back at her. “No. You do not know how I was messaging him, you do not know the expectations he has, you do not kno-“
Ilya is cut off by a hand covering his mouth and Svetlana staring him in his eyes. “Listen to me. It’s important to me that you’re getting every word I’m saying. You will listen and not interrupt me. Nod if you understand.” 
He nods.
Svetlana lets her hand fall, but her gaze is still piercing right through him. “You,” she points at him. “Ilya Rozanov, are a great man. You may not see it, but I do. You are good. You take care of people. You are annoying. You are funny. You are kind.”
Ilya opens his mouth as if to interrupt, but Svetlana of course notices that immediately and her hand finds its way back to cover his mouth before he can say anything. He knows better than to try again after she drops it. 
“You are kind. And don’t act like you’re not. I’ve seen the way you talk to people. And I know the way you talk to me,” she continues. “You are exactly who you pretend to be. There is no persona. This is you. You are the asshole who finds the funniest chirps that get on the other player’s nerves. But you are also the kind man who offers a helping hand to an old lady needing to get her grocery bags to her car. You are the menace who annoys the fuck out of me. But you also are the person who notices someone’s anxiety, and instead of getting angry at him for freaking out, you help him get back to himself.”
Ilya notices the shift in her speech, the comments now directing to Shane and their relationship. He wants to interrupt, tell her she is wrong, tell her she doesn’t know what she’s talking about. But more than that he wants to believe this. Believe this version of him is real, it exists and it’s the same person he has always been.
“You are the person who waited patiently for him to be ready to see you in person even though you almost booked a flight to Ottawa the second you found out who he really was.”
Now that was a memory that he wanted to forget. A lapse in judgment some might say. Yes, the second he had found out he had gone a little crazy. To find out that the man you have been texting, maybe started to have a little crush on, is the same person you have been secretly harboring sexual feelings for since your rookie season? Any normal person would have started to look up flights. Fortunately, Svetlana had stopped him before he could do anything too crazy. Like actually jumping on the plane that he might or might not have booked a ticket for already. Ilya wasn’t crazy exactly. He was just already a bit crazy about Shane. Who could blame him? They were talking about Shane Hollander here. He shrugs it off and focuses his full attention on Svetlana.
“You are forgetting the most important part. You became friends first. Everything you two have is built on mutual trust from needing someone to confide in. Which you did. You told him things that you have only told me before. I have known you for years, while he has known you for months.”
Suddenly Ilya feels the need to apologize. He didn’t realize how it may have been for Svetlana. Him finding someone else to talk to. He knows she got him into this whole thing, but has he been neglecting her? The first step would probably be listening to her when she is talking to him. Which he should do now. 
“And, Ilyusha, he likes you. And you are fooling yourself if you think he doesn’t know who you are. He knows. He knows the asshole part that comes out on the ice. But he also knows this side of you that you barely show to anyone.”
Ilya grins. That is the only part of him that he had been able to show Shane. And he had taken every opportunity over the past years to chirp him, slam him into the boards, anything to make some kind of connection to his rival that he was supposed to hate.
“So, trust him. Like you’ve done all these months. Trust that he knows what he’s doing when he’s inviting you. Trust that he has been getting ready to meet you and decided that now is the moment. Trust that he likes you and will still like you when he sees you in person. And you know that he is an anxious man. Trust that he will be just as nervous as you. But I can speak from experience. As someone who has had to wait months to see you again. Trust that he is probably double as excited as you to finally see you in person, getting to talk to you, getting to laugh with you, getting to touch you,” Svetlana winks. “Getting to see how wonderful you are and liking you even more when you leave than how much he already liked you before you even showed up. Trust me when I say all this. And trust him.”
Svetlana looks at him questioningly. “Do you trust him?”
Even throughout the last part of Svetlana’s, truly gripping, speech, the grin hadn’t left Ilya’s face. If there is one thing he knows for sure is that he trusts Shane. More than he trusts himself probably. So, there is really only one thing to say here.
“I am booking a flight.”
He fumbles to find his phone and swipes out of his text thread with Shane to find his travel app. He needs to be on the earliest plane to Ottawa.
Svetlana chuckles. “Before you text him back?”
Ilya sneaks a glance at her. “He can wait a minute longer. He made me wait a month.”
“You know that man has terrible anxiety,” Svetlana groans. “You are going to be the death of him and I will never get to see my favorite player on my tv-screen again!”
“If he really is your favorite player I will ask him for an autograph for you, when I see him in person,” he says, eyes twinkling at what he knows he is going to say next. “After I have fucked him through the bed of course.”
“Ilya!” Svetlana gasps, feigning shock. “You are a terrible person!”
“A terrible person with a flight to Ottawa tomorrow morning,” Ilya smirks.
He swipes back to the thread with Shane and types out a response that he knows will annoy Shane. But truthfully, there isn’t any version of Ilya that wouldn’t be delighted by the ‘Fuck you’ he immediately got back. 






June 12, 01:40 PM


To: Jane

June 12, 01:40 PM
Landed
Will be there in two hours
Can't wait to see you 😊
💗

 

Moving through the airport with that text in his pocket was in one word: Exhilarating. He was in Shane’s hometown now and the man himself just let him know that he ‘couldn’t wait to see him’. Ilya tried to hide the joy on his face, he really did. But he still got weird looks from multiple people around him. He supposes it would be weird to see a person walking alone, dragging a huge suitcase behind him and wearing the biggest grin on his face. He knows he should be more careful about who would see him, but how can you get caught if you haven’t even done anything?

Hopefully that wouldn’t be the case anymore when he leaves the cottage to go back to Boston again. 


Getting through customs was fairly easy and there was only one employee who looked at him twice, as if he recognized him. Ilya wasn’t too worried about it. Who would expect Ilya Rozanov to be in Ottawa this time of the year? The tabloids were always very descriptive of his summers in Russia, with the US paparazzi always finding out about his sexual exploits in his homeland. 


Normally he didn’t mind, being reasonably proud of how many people he could get into his bed. But now the only thing he wanted to shout from the rooftops was: Shane Hollander invited me to his cottage! It was stupid and maybe a little pathetic, but if everything happened how Ilya wanted it to happen, he would be stupid and pathetic, but with Shane in his arms. 


But there were no rooftops to shout from here, so when he gets outside, Ilya tries to keep his head down as he makes his way over to the rental place. Employees may lie, but pictures do not. And he is not that excited about the idea of having an unwanted press conference at the place where he’s supposed to go to relax. He is glad he rented the car before coming here, because before he knows it, he’s sitting in the car and filling in the address that Shane texted him. ETA: in 2 hours and 6 minutes, the GPS tells him. 


Okay, so he might have been a little too optimistic when he texted Shane he would be there in two hours. He is sure he could still make it in that time if he drove a little over the speed limit, but he would kill himself if he died before getting to see the freckles he dreamed about so much in person again. Speed limit it is. 


The roads are boring and annoyingly straight. Ilya feels himself getting hungry, but there is no way he is making a pit stop now, when he knows exactly who is waiting for him. Now that he is this close, the anxiety has left his body completely and been replaced by newfound confidence. It might have something to do with the encouraging speech he got from Svetlana yesterday, although it might also be the anticipation of whatever was going to be happening in the following weeks. Weeks.


When Shane had first shot him the invitation he had freaked out and that was just about the idea of seeing him. But being around him for weeks was something out of his wildest dreams. He had barely gotten any sleep last night, just fantasizing about everything they could do in all this free time. He wasn’t worried about them not getting along or being bored at all. Honestly, there wasn’t much Shane could do that would truly bore him. Ilya was fascinated by the man to say the least. 


Shane was dedicated to hockey in a way that Ilya had never been. Shane answered questions in a way that showed he had definitely thought about the answers before, but for how boring and clearly media-trained, they never made him sound dishonest. This was very different from Ilya, who sometimes stood in the press room, surprised by his own answer, because he didn’t even know what he was going to say before he said it. It was annoying, and he used to study Shane’s interviews to try and media train himself. It was a lost cause.


Shane read hockey books to learn new plays and executed them perfectly afterwards. So, Ilya started to learn how to read Shane, to learn the plays from him. Which also might have been an excuse to watch his game footage over and over again.


Shane also had a diet, that couldn’t be more different from Ilya’s own addiction to burgers and fries. They both moved enough to stay in shape, but he thinks Shane might eventually live a longer life. 


This person who was so completely different from him, had fascinated him in his teenage years, when he was an angry teenager from Russia, waiting to make the NHL his bitch. And this person fascinated him now, a hopefully less angry adult, but still as obsessed with him as he was when he invited him for the CCM photoshoot that was intended to be the start of his plan to seduce Shane Hollander. 


At the time Shane hadn’t shown much interest, so Ilya had left it at that. He convinced himself the handshakes and the tension in the gym must have been a fluke. 


Funny how life finds a way to correct itself. It didn’t happen on that fateful day in Saskatchewan. It didn’t happen in Los Angeles, after they won the first and second pick in the draft. And it didn’t happen in Toronto, laughing while skating toward each other, ridiculously trying to keep their faces as serious as possible. But it was about to happen now. In Ottawa. 


The rest of his drive is filled with more thinking, sometimes stopping to sing along to whatever song was playing at that moment. Every now and then his gaze flicks to the GPS, making sure he is still on schedule to arrive on time. 


15 minutes.


Would Shane be waiting for him at the door? Or would he be pacing back and forth, unable to sit still? 


10 minutes.


How was he supposed to greet him? Shane mentioned wanting to hug him before, so that would be okay, right? Ilya didn’t want to overwhelm him by kissing him immediately, even though there was probably nothing he wanted more. 


5 minutes.


His fingers tapped on the wheel. This was getting ridiculous. 


1 minute.


The car turned onto the driveway and Ilya catches sight of the cottage. He huffs. Only a Canadian would call this a cottage. Yes, it is in the middle of nowhere, it has a lake, but everywhere else in the world they would call this a villa. It is ridiculously huge, and has more windows than Ilya thinks any respectable house should have. 


As he gets closer, he can see Shane waiting for him at the front door. From this far he can’t see his face yet, but there is no doubt in his mind that standing right there is indeed Shane Hollander. His car comes to a fast stop in the middle of the driveway, with Ilya not even bothering to see if there were any parking spots at this ‘cottage’. Shane is still standing in the doorway, at the top of the steps leading up to it. 


Just from the sight of him, Ilya’s heart starts beating faster. He is glad Shane isn’t that close to him yet, because he would surely be able to hear how nervous he now absolutely was. 


Sneaking a second glance at Shane, he can see he is not the only nervous one. Shane is fiddling with the hem of his sweatshirt, his eyes darting around, but never making eye contact with Ilya. 


Ilya smiles. This man is even more adorable than he remembered him to be. He couldn’t wait to take him apart.


Fuck. Now he was getting hard. He squeezes his hands into tight fists to will his dick into staying soft. What a first impression that would be, hugging Shane and poking his hard dick right into his hips. Shit. Think about something else. 


His eyes move to his backpack on the passenger seat. Does he need something from his bag? Probably not, but he fumbles around in it a little to have something to do to avoid their awkward greeting for just a little longer. 


Then he realizes how stupid he is being, letting his brain take him onto a train of overthinking again. He lets his passport fall back into his bag, after it got clutched between his fingers during this weird ploy to look semi uninterested. But Ilya was extremely aware of Shane still waiting for him. 


He takes a deep breath and rubs his sweaty hands on the fabric of the car seat, before finally opening the door and stepping out of the car. They will be fine. They will greet each other like friends and then they will go inside and talk like normal people. It will be fun. 


Ilya has barely gotten his thoughts together when Shane crashes into him, arms wrapping around his waist.


“You're here.”





  
    Chapter End Notes

    The cottage chapter is still being written and the reception that this chapter gets will definitely define the possibility of it being posted.


  






  










Afterword


    
        
          End Notes

          Thanks for reading and leave a comment if you want to, I live for reading those!! 💓

Come talk to me on threads: @evawritess_ 🤍


        


    


  Please drop by the Archive and comment to let the creator know if you enjoyed their work!
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