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instigators

    by inarosaurus

      Summary

      Even after getting married, Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov are still a secret. No one, aside from their most trusted people, knows about their relationship.

Sick of hiding, they make a plan to soft launch their relationship for the world to lose its mind about it.

If that goes as smoothly as they plan it, is for their future selves to find out.



      Notes

        welcome welcome to the sequel of my fic "infiltrators" :)
full credit for the title goes to my very good friend Lena!! i was struggling to find a good title and she delivered, like the icon that she is <3

i originally wanted to take some more time off after finishing the first one, but my fingers were itching to continue writing, so here's the first chapter hehe

while this fic can be read as a standalone, i still recommend reading the first fic for all the context, if you need it, as some storylines will get referenced :)

this prologue chapter is set right after the epilogue of my previous fic :)
enjoy the chapter <3

oh! and expect me to get distracted with side storylines that include other people than hollanov :))
 

edit 07/07/26: I'm reworked the entire fic (only structurally, not story wise) and it now uses a work skin!! Please don't hide it if you want to see the fic how it is intended. Thank you :)


        
          See the end of the work for more notes
        



  






      

  












      Chapter 1
  



    Chapter Notes

      
        See the end of the chapter for notes
      






  Cens SAPs 🩷💕💞💗

Caitlin Dykstra added Ilya Hollander-Rozanov to the chat.
Cassie Boodram added Shane Hollander-Rozanov to the chat.
Selena
Hyphenated names and all 🥲
I'm already getting emotional
So happy to have both of you back in the chat!! ❤️
Cassie
Welcome back from your honeymoon, boys ❤️
Caitlin
Hope you had a relaxing time away from your stressful lives ❤️
Lisa
Don't know if they really had that much time for relaxation
If you catch my drift 🫢
Jackie
There was definitely some time for that
But somehow not the one time when Hayden called to check in...
Cassie
I heard that exhibitionism is their thing 🫢
Or it's at least becoming a thing now
At the expense of our poor Hayden
Shane
No, it's not 😭
I swear this won't happen ever again
да, it will happen again. many times probably.
do not listen to shane he is sleepy from last night still
is our first tradition as a married couple
so very romantic ❤️
Shane
What the fuck, Ilya??
Jackie
If I had a loonie for every time Hayden overhears you and Ilya doing "things" on the phone, while you're at the cottage in the summer, I'd have TWO loonies
Which isn't a lot
But it's absolutely unhinged of you two that it even happened twice in the first place
Shane
One more word about this and I will drive right back to the cottage and drown myself in the lake
Watch me
do not worry. he will not do such thing
i have his keys ❤️
and he has a therapy appointment later, he would never be late to that
but anyway, hello ladies and harris
it is good to be back
get back into the grind
i think that is the saying
would love to have more alone time with my shane
but what will you do...
Caitlin
Yay to Shane for going to therapy!! I'm glad to hear it, I hope you can finally work through all the shit you went through with Montreal 
And our boys too... Haven't forgotten that, of course 💀
But Ilya, just remember that you get to spend the rest of your life with him
I'm sure in that hopefully very long time period, you two will have some more alone time ;)
Selena
"Hopefully very long time period" sounds a little ominous, doesn't it? 😂
Caitlin
You can never know with these hockey boys honestly
sounds like a threat
but yes
a very long time ahead in my life to see my 33 favorite things every day
i am looking forward to it
Cassie
What 33 things?
I thought Shane's your favorite?
he is my favorite, yes
he and his 32 freckles
i counted them every morning
make sure that they are all still there
so 33 things in total
i kissed every single one of them every day
so pretty
Shane
Ilya.
what?
is a compliment
i am giving a compliment to my pretty husband
and his many pretty freckles 🥰
my darling shane
do not get me started on his glasses, though
they make me go stupid
Shane
They really didn't need to know that, Ilya.
Jackie
Suddenly a prude, Hollander?
hollander-rozanov*
Jackie
Of course, sorry. Shame on me.
But Shane, honey. We've already heard and seen so much from you two...
Ilya saying that he loves your freckles and that his brain turns off when you're wearing glasses, isn't that scandalous. 😂
Selena
Neither is that new information to us, if I'm honest
Ilya basically doesn't shut up about either
Cassie
They're right. It's quite tame compared to other things we've heard
For example, I distinctly remember the whole sex ban situation from a few months ago
THAT was scandalous
We learned A LOT about you 🫢
Shane
Just want to say that I'm not a big fan of the current conversation... In case you care.
cassie, i thought i said do not remind me of that
worst time of my life
second worst
but horrible
Selena
You got it all figured out in the end though. So, there was a happy ending to that situation, no? 
true
i am a genius. smartest man on earth.
understand my husbands wants and needs like no other ❤️
Shane
Caitlin told me that she helped you realize why I was mad, because you couldn't find it out yourself.
CAITLIN
THE BETRAYAL
WHY WOULD YOU DO THIS TO ME
YOU SAID YOU WILL NOT TELL HIM
LET ME TAKE THE CREDIT
Shane
I was bluffing by the way
oh
Caitlin
Oh buddy, you dug your own grave with that one 😂
Cassie
Just beg on your knees again, Shane loved it the last time 🥰
Shane
Cassie... Why?
Cassie
Am I lying?
Shane
No, but that's not my point.
Cassie
I congratulated you on the discovery of your new kink back then and I will do it again, if necessary 🫢
is not a new kink, but ok. whatever you say lady bood
Shane
I'm divorcing you
I'm so serious
no, you will not
you love me too much
Shane
So confident
am always confident when it is the truth
Shane
Right.
Jackie
*shared a video*
[The video shows Shane talking to the Pike's third child, Arthur. He's gushing about how much he loves "uncle" Ilya.]
SHANE
SHANE
SHANE
SHANE
SHANE
Shane
Stop spamming, I'm here.
I like it so much better when I'm the one sending exposing videos...
YOU LOVE ME
SEEEEE???
you told little pike boy
you do not lie to children
so it must be true
you loooveeee meeeeeee 🥰
Lisa
Was there ever any doubt for that??
You guys literally got married two weeks ago
We were all there
да of course no doubt about it
but i like being right 🥰
SHANE
Shane
Yes?
i love youuuuuuuuu
Shane
Я тоже тебя люблю
🥰❤️
Lisa
WHIPPED 🫵🏻
Shane
You really are your husband's wife...
Cassie
Yes, that's how marriage works
Good observational skills, Shane!
Shane
I feel bullied.
Is it too late to leave the chat again? 🥲
Selena
Yes
Caitlin
Yup
да
Jackie
Definitely
Lisa
Yes
Cassie
You're never leaving this chat again
Yes, this is a threat ❤️
Shane
Great.
So excited to be here.
Selena
We're sure you are
But we can change the topic if you'd prefer that
Because I'm curious about what you did on your honeymoon :)
And I'm not talking about the raunchy details, Ilya.
just say that you hate me
is quicker
Selena
You'll survive not talking about that for once, I swear ❤️
I'm just generally curious :)
I guess that you didn't get to do much with your relationship still secret
Shane
Yeah, we mostly stayed in.
Just staying at the cottage, enjoying the sun on the porch with no one around but Ilya. It was really nice.
With the fantastic weather, we also didn't miss going out much to be honest.
Well, I didn't miss it, at least.
I'm more of a homebody after all.
Jackie
What? YOU don't like going out much? A homebody??
What a shocker. That is brand new information for me.
Shane
Spare me with the sarcasm, Pike.
To sum it up I can say that we had an overall very relaxing, domestic time together. I wouldn't have wanted it any other way
We also watched a bunch of movies and shows that Ilya wanted to show me.
So, yes Lisa, you can stop annoying me now, we watched Glee
Lisa
AND???? 👀👀
DID YOU LOVE IT???
Shane
Love is a strong word, but i enjoyed it more than I thought I would
It was absolutely bizarre, don't get me wrong.
But in a surprisingly entertaining way.
Lisa
I knew you'd like it 😏
we also watched high school musical
all three movies in one night
i was living the dream
he said he liked them too
Selena
As he should
Shane
Ilya also basically lived in the lake. From sunrise to sunset, he was swimming. I was worried that he'll grow gills at some point...
i told you
was playing mermaids
Shane
Right.
Caitlin
Shane Hollander-Rozanov.
Are you seriously telling us that you didn't play mermaids with your husband??
Shane
I don't even know what that means??
australian mermaid show is still on list of shows to watch
we did not get to it yet
he will understand soon
Caitlin
Good 😤
Shane
I'm so confused by this entire conversation.
Cassie
Well Shane.
If you ever want to have daughters
Or children in general, really
You'll have to know how to play mermaids
It's a law, unfortunately
Shane
Okay, I'll be taking notes.
I guess?
Selena
Oh? 👀
Is the topic of kids already on the table for you guys? 👀
Shane
We've briefly talked about it. Our future in general.
But came to the conclusion that we're not exactly ready for that yet
Considering that we're still a secret
And before we expose a child to the press losing its mind about us not only being married, but also having a kid, we'll have to get the outing out of the way
Jackie
Very responsible of you. I'm very proud ❤️
and my darling husband cannot get pregnant
i tried
many, many, MANY times
but it just does not work :'(
Shane
ILYA
what? it is the truth?
and the girls can talk about not getting pregnant but i cannot talk about our issues to conceive?
double standards 
this is discrimiation
misandry, even
Caitlin
Okay, calm down Drama Queen
Lisa
I feel like we kinda ran into that one though
With the kids topic, and all
Shane
Doesn't mean I have to like it
Anyway... No babies for us.
yet 👀
Shane
Yes, yet...
We were thinking about getting a pet though
a dog
we were talking about getting a dog
Shane
Ilya wants a dog
no, do not "want" a dog
i NEED a dog
a gorgeous baby for me to spoil with my love
is the only need i have in my life right now
i already have a gorgeous husband
now i need a dog
only logical next step if you think about it
Caitlin
Yes, of course.
Harris
You NEED a dog, eh?
I know just the guy to help you with that
Shane
Who?
Harris
You're talking to him, silly 🙂‍↕️
Lisa
Love how you didn't take part in any of the conversations before, but as soon as dogs get mentioned, you appear
Harris
I have been summoned 
And I think I have the perfect dog for you
If you'd be ready to get one as soon as next week?
harris, i was born ready for a dog.
GIVE.
Harris
I know that you are, but I'm also asking your husband.
You know, the more rational person in your relationship...
Shane
I'm certainly interested and since it's still the off season, we would also have the time to get a dog
Do you have a specific dog for us in mind for us?
Harris
I do actually
*shared a photo*
[The photo shows a medium-sized dog with a long-haired coat in multiple colors. A mix of multiple breeds with piercing blue eyes that are staring right at the camera.]
She was abandoned by her previous owners near my family's house a few weeks ago
My parents have been searching for new owners for her, but understandably don't want to give her to just anyone
Cassie
OMG what a cutie!!!
Selena
So cute!!
Wait... She was abandoned???
The poor baby 😭
Jackie
I opened the picture on my phone and Ruby immediately squeaked very loudly into my ear 😂
But to be fair, I had the same reaction
Absolutely adorable!!
PERFECT
SHE IS PERFECT
THAT IS MY DAUGHTER
SHANE
SHANE
SHANE
SHANE
YOU BETTER SAY YES TO GETTING HER 🔪
DO NOT DENY ME MY CHILD 🔪🔪
Caitlin
Not the knife 😭😂
Shane
She's super cute, yes!
But before I can agree to getting her, I think we should learn more about her first?
NO
I BIRTHED HER
SHE HAS MY EYES
THAT IS MY DAUGHTER
MY RIGHT
Shane
Ilya, rational thinking
For one minute
Okay?
ok :'(
i will try
Shane
Thank you
Okay, Harris. What is she like?
Do you know how old she is?
Harris
We don't know how old she is exactly, but the vet said that she's most likely somewhere between 2 and 4 years old
She is very sweet, very good with kids, well-behaved and also okay with other dogs
Her and Chiron got along very well when they met
Shane
Then why are you not taking her?
I feel there's a catch
Harris
Nope. No catch.
But with Troy and me being as busy as we are, getting another dog would be irresponsible. No matter how much I would love to have another dog :(
Shane
Yeah, okay. That makes sense.
We'll think about it. Thank you for the offer, Harris :)
NO
NO THINKING NEEDED
I WANT HER NOW
HARRIS GIVE ME MY DAUGHTER NOW
Caitlin
I think, there's no negotiating with him anymore, Shane.
Shane
I fear so too
Harris
I have an idea!
How about I pick her up from my parents' place and bring her over to your house for a little meetup, before you make a final decision later this week?
There could be the possibility that she won't like you after all.
impossible 
my daughter will love me
already know the perfect name too
fitting this beautiful, sweet girl ❤️
Caitlin
Of course, he already picked a name 😂
Cassie
Congrats on the new family member, Shane 😂
Lisa
I don't think you get a say in the matter anymore :/
Shane
I mean, I'm a little excited too, but dogs don't usually like me too much
I know that she'll love Ilya, but me?
We'll have to see about that 😅
Selena
Try to go into the meetup with an open minded attitude
Dogs are very smart, she'll be able to sense if you're nervous
I'm sure she'll love you too!!
Shane
I'll try...

~~~~
Cens 🏒💪🥅

gentlemen
shane and i have very exciting news to share with you
*shared a photo*
[The photo shows Shane, sleeping on the couch with a dog resting on his lap.]
say hello to our daughter 🐶
little anya ❤️






  
    Chapter End Notes

    russian translations:

да - yes
Я тоже тебя люблю - I love you too


  


      

  












      Chapter 2
  



    Chapter Notes

      hello hellooooo

i just wanted to quickly thank you for the great response of this fic already!! i read through every single comment left under the first chapter and it really makes me so happy to see that so many people are so excited to read more of this little universe i've created for hollanov :))) soooo thank you thank you and MWAH MWAH

enjoy the chapter <3


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Cens 🏒💪🥅

Roz
why is no one reacting to the photo of my daughter?
i am always saying only nice things about your children
compliment my daughter 🔪
Bood
Dude
You sent that pic not even a minute ago
Give us a moment to get here 😭
Roz
no
you should sense my presence and arrive before i send the message
like good friends would
which you are not, apparently
still have not read nice things about my baby anya 🔪
Bood
You're insane. But that's okay, I expected nothing less from you.
But anyway. Anya's super adorable!
Next time you come over, you gotta bring her.
I want to see if Milo likes dogs, so I can convince Cassie to get one, too.
Roz
because leaving cassie alone with a baby during the season is not enough work for her yet?
inconsiderate and stupid husband 🙄
but i am not surprised
Bood
HEY
Cassie loves dogs too...
Roz
i am sure she does
actually, i know she does
but she also loves having time for herself when baby bood is asleep
if there is a dog running around too she will not have that
i am looking out for your wife, since you cannot be bothered to do that.
Bood
Okay, fine. I accept defeat...
Maybe the dog topic is something to bring up when Milo is older
Roz
yes
very good plan
Chouinard
She's very cute!
Selena told me that Shane wasn't too sure if Anya will like him, but obviously there was no reason for him to worry
Anya seems very cozy on her new Dad's lap
And Shane seems to like her too
Glad to see it!
There's nothing worse than being hated by a pet for no reason...
Roz
that is why you are best centaur, nick
very insightful. as expected
i am sure anya will like you, too
whatever pet hated you was probably stupid anyway
Hazy
Not you playing favorites 😭
Not a nice feeling, is it?
Hazy
...Oh yeah. I'm sorry.
It's not 😔
Try experiencing that for two months
But anyway.
Ilya, I asked you not to post pictures of me sleeping
You already took like 500 pictures of Anya, yet you share the only one that has me on it?
Roz
yes, of course 
posted a picture with you in it, because you are very pretty 🤩 
need to show off that i am married to gorgeous man
beautiful man
prettiest ever
nothing can beat it
except for my daughter
I thought she's our daughter? 
Roz
she is!
but on paper she only has my name :/
darling anya rozanova ❤️
you are her bonus papa, also very important part of her life
and of my life, too ❤️
Dykstra
Aw, that was kinda cute
I think
I always forget that you're capable of that, Roz
Roz
you forget many things, evan
i will tell caitlin to get you doctor appointment to get head checked.
Dykstra
That really isn't necessary, I'm fine
Roz
just stuid then?
Dykstra
I guess :(
Now I don't want to say nice things about Anya
When I'm getting bullied...
Roz
i always say nice things about cait and baby dykstra, even if i am getting bullied
but you will not do the same???
compliment my daughter, evan
🔪🔪🔪🔪🔪🔪🔪🔪
Ilya, stop it with the knives already.
When you have to force compliments, they're not genuine.
Roz
i do not care
anya deserves many compliments
gorgeous adorable sweet girl only deserves best things 🥰
and more food too
she is STARVING shane
She really isn't starving, though.
I made a detailed plan at what times she gets how much food during the day, snacks included.
She is FINE.
Roz
she looks at me with sad eyes
sad starving eyes
my daughter is suffering and you are just standing by to watch
She looks at you with "sad, starving eyes" because she wants to guilt trip you into giving her more food.
Like Harris' mother told us she would.
Roz
she does not do that
she is very well-behaved
i raise her better than that
how dare you say something like that about our child??
Suddenly she's our child again, eh?
You literally do the exact same thing when I don't allow you to have snacks before dinner or when I tell you not to touch the baked goods in the kitchen.
Roz
WHAT???
you are a LIAR
lying liar
slandering my name in front of our friends
how dare you, shane??
Sure, sure.
By the way, the brownies on the counter that I told you not to touch have zucchini in them ❤️
Roz
WHAT
are you trying to poison me, shane???
hiding veggies in sweet treats is horrible offense 💔
betrayed by my own husband 💔
I thought you didn't touch them?
Roz
......is what i would say if i would have touched them
Ah yes, of course
Roz
you are not believing me??
shane, i did not touch them
wanted to
but now that i know there are veggies in there, i do not want them anymore
You didn't touch them, eh?
Why's the plate empty then?
Roz
because we have been robbed 💔
thief stole your disgusting veggie brownies
Right. That's the only logical explanation for this situation
Roz
i did not want to tell you, so you do not worry
My brave hero...
Roz
you are being sarcastic?
What? Noooo, of course not.
Hazy
Don't mind me. I'm just sitting here in silence, enjoying the marital tea 🍿🤏🏼
Bood
Same 🍿🤏🏼
This is better than the reality show that Cassie forces me to watch with her
Dykstra
Bood, be so for real
She doesn't have to force you to watch it, you love it more than her
Bood
You will never catch me admitting that for as long as I live
Dykstra
Sure
Oh shit, sorry.
I completely forgot that we're still in the group chat
Won't happen again.
Chouinard
Don't apologize! We talk about stuff like that in here often enough :)
Haasy
Honestly, I'm just over here thinking that if Roz's like this with a dog already, how will he be when they have a human child 😂
Roz
anya is our practice child
like shane was for the pikes
???
I'm older than both of them???
Pike
To be honest, he's more of a cat than a child, but same difference, I guess?
What the fuck, Hayden???
Pike
What?
Ruby said that whenever you're pouting, which you actually do surprisingly often, you look like an angry cat
Jade thought you looked more like Snoopy and while I also see that, I think I still have to agree with Ruby
Roz
i also see both for shane
but for me he is more of an angry kitten 🥰
he purrs when he sleeps too
Pike
OMG true
he really does
Shane Hollander-Rozanov removed Ilya Hollander-Rozanov from the chat.
Shane Hollander-Rozanov removed Hayden Pike from the chat.
They're in timeout.
And to everyone else here:
We will NEVER speak of this again.
Deal?
Barrett
🫡
Hazy
🫡
Bood
🫡
Dykstra
🫡
Haasy
🫡
Marlow
What the fuck did I miss now?
Oh. 😂
Say you agree to the deal.
Marlow
Yeah, yeah. Whatever 😂
That wasn't a yes 🔪
Marlow
😂😂
Okay, yes. I agree to the deal too
Good.

~~~~
Cens 🏒💪🥅

Shane Hollander-Rozanov added Ilya Hollander-Rozanov to the chat.
Shane Hollander-Rozanov added Hayden Pike to the chat.
Timeout is over.
For now.
I hope you two have learned your lesson.
Pike
Being put in timeout together with Rozanov was truly a humbling experience.
It won't have to happen again, I swear.
Roz
kiss ass
Ilya.
Roz
i am sorry too, i guess
was only saying true things though :/
Ilya Grigoryevich Hollander-Rozanov.
Let's try that again.
Bood
Not the full name 😂
You're ruling the Hollander-Rozanov household with an iron fist, eh? I respect it.
Roz
i am so sorry любимый
will not embarrass you in front of our teammates again ❤️
i love you very much ❤️
Good.
I love you too.
Marlow
WHIPPED 🫵🏻
But Shane, I have to say. You're really not as intimidating as you think you are
Hazy
You're actually so brave for saying that
Because I don't know if I can agree with you on that
Marlow
What? Are you scared?
Don't worry about a thing, baby.
I'll protect you 😘
Bood
Dude, what the fuck is going on with you two lately? 😂
Hazy
Nothing 👀
Marlow
I don't kiss and tell, Boody 😏
Bood
Emphasis on "kiss" I'm guessing?
Marlow
Wouldn't you like to know 😏

----
Shaney's Angels 😇😇😇

Rose
I sense that Shane will message us soon
Cassie
???
What the hell do you mean, you sense it??
Rose
I don't know, just got this tingling feeling
And I'm usually not wrong about these things 👀
Especially not when it's about gossip
GIRLS
Rose
There he is
Hi babe 👀
Yeah, hi. Sorry, I'm a little excited
Because I think I have gossip
And I have to share it with you
Rose
@Cassie Told you. I'm never wrong about getting gossip 😏
Cassie
WITCH 🫵🏻
Rose
😏😏
What's up, Shaney?? 👀👀
Jackie
Spill the tea, honey 👀👀
(Do people still say that??)
Cassie
(I think so 🤔)
I don't want to imply that there is any infidelity going on
Rose
Incredible start
I am SAT
But I think there's something going on between Hazy and Cliff
Jackie
👀👀
Cassie
👀👀
You both already knew that, didn't you?
Jackie
Maybe 👀👀
Cassie
Lisa told us about it 😬
In a separate group chat of course, because you said that we should keep the sex talk in the SAPs chat to a minimum 🙄
And since you're dating the captain, you're the head SAP and you make the rules... I hate that rule btw, you're boring :/
But because of this we can actually confirm that there's no infidelity!!
All consensual from all sides. Including Lisa, of course.
Jackie
Apparently Lisa and Wyatt don't want to have kids after all
They just needed a third 🫢
Rose
Cliff may be like a brother to me at this point
But that's hot af
Good for them
Yeah, good for them
I can't help but wonder if that's really a good idea, though?
Jackie
What do you mean?
Two players being romantically involved like that.
Seems like a recipe for disaster, if you ask me.
Cassie
Sweetie
What?
Cassie
Can you tell me what day it is?
June 24th
Why?
Cassie
And your name?
Shane Hollander-Rozanov?
Cassie
Is that a question or an answer?
An answer.
Cassie, what the fuck is going on with you??
Cassie
Did you hit your head lately?
Do we need to call Ilya? Or your Mom? An ambulance maybe?
What the fuck Cassie???
You're actually scaring me now???
Cassie
I'm just checking for signs of potential brain damage ❤️
But why???
I don't have brain damage???
I'm fine???
Cassie
Again, just checking ❤️
????
Rose
Poor baby's so confused 😭
Can you stop with the fucking infantilization for one second and tell me what the fuck is going on??
Jackie
Honestly, those were very valid questions
You did just ask if it's a good idea for two players to get involved in a romantic relationship, after all.
Yeah???
But what's so fucking weird about that??
I'm just voicing a genuine concern??
Rose
You're killing me right now
What???
Rose
You're literally MARRIED to a professional hockey player
YOU, Shane Hollander, the professional hockey player
Oh
That's where you were going with this
That's very different, though
Cassie
Boy 😭😭
Literally how is that different? 😭😂
I wasn't married before getting involved with another player
Neither was Ilya
I just think this whole situation could become quite messy if someone outside of our team's circle finds out about it
Cassie
Oh yeah, I get your point
But Lisa, Wyatt and Cliff are all adults and I'm sure that if something should happen, they'll know how they want to deal with it ❤️
All we can do is show support for their relationship, now and if they plan to come out ❤️
Jackie
Exactly ❤️
Rose
What Cassie said ❤️
Yeah, okay.
I'm still a little worried about then though...
But it's probably just my anxieties when it comes to this
Cassie
Which is totally understandable
I'm sure they'll appreciate you thinking about their safety and happiness ❤️
Speaking of your anxieties and the topic of coming out though
Did you and Ilya have a chance to talk about your plans yet?
What a segway...
I mean kind of?
But we can't really seem to agree on a plan
Ilya just wants to "get it over with" and post about it on Twitter, like Cliff did
But my mom said that she'll actually drown Ilya in the lake at our cottage if he should ever think of that again
And I would also prefer a better plan
Jackie
I think I would also be against hard launching your relationship.
Doesn't really sound like a Shane Hollander thing to do
Sorry, Shane Hollander-Rozanov*
Rose
I'd also advice you against a hard launch
Svetlana and I took a page from Cliff's book and tried to do the same thing as he did
And guess what? No one fucking believes us 😭😭
I keep reading shit like: "But she dated Shane Hollander?? She can't be gay 💔"
I want to rip all of my hair out 😍
These people think there's only gay and straight 😭
I'm attracted to gorgeous half-Russian women AND exclusively gay men apparently, nothing straight about that
But what will you do...
Cassie
I'm so sorry, Rosie 😭
Soft launching your relationship over a longer time period definitely sounds like the way to go then
Even if it takes longer
But how are we supposed to do that exactly
I never soft launched anything
We have never even been able to come out on our own terms
And on top of all that, Ilya and I can't agree on anything...
Cassie
Maybe you could start by sharing more about your friendship with Ilya?
People know that you have a charity together, that you host hockey camps and all, but they haven't really seen you two interact outside of that.
True.
But how should we do that exactly?
How do we make people believe that we're friends after spending decade "hating" each other?
Cassie
Post pictures of you guys hanging out, generally interact more on social media etc, maybe?
Maybe have the guys post stuff too, like pics from group outings and so on
And Harris could also post pics and videos on the official Centaurs account
Jackie
Yes, to all that Cassie said
And then eventually, when the public knows about you guys actually being friends, you'll slowly introduce the idea of being involved romantically
Rose
Getting Harris involved is generally a good idea, I think.
Doesn't he have you guys constantly film stuff for social media?
Like answering random questions and shit?
That could be the perfect opportunity to subtly hint your relationship with Ilya before officially announcing it
That all sounds pretty good, can't lie
But I'm still worried about the "officially announcing our relationship" part of it all
People will lose their minds, won't they?
Rose
Dropping the bomb of you two being married will be a big deal either way. No matter how much you prepare for it
There'll be people who love to hear about you and Ilya, support you no matter what and there'll be homophobic bigots that'll say that you shouldn't be allowed to play hockey professionally ever again
Maybe some in between too, who just generally don't care about what the players do in their own free time, but the support and hate will be the loudest out of those, I guess
You'll have to prepare for that too unfortunately, especially the hate
It can and will be very daunting
But I think by soft launching your friendship first and then slowly transitioning that into the reveal of your romantic relationship will definitely help softening the blow
Okay, I took a lot of notes already. Thank you all.
I'll talk to Ilya about it too when he gets home
And my parents...
I'm pretty sure my mom also already has statements ready for us to post whenever
Jackie
Are you really doubting Yuna Hollander right now?
Of course she already has statements prepared
Yeah, of course she does...
Cassie
What's wrong, sweetie? ❤️
Nothing
Cassie
Why do I not believe you?
Okay, fine. It's not nothing.
I'm just wondering right now, if coming out while we're both still active players is really the best idea...
Rose
It probably isn't
So optimistic.
Thanks for that, Rose.
Rose
Let me finish making my point first, damn 😭
It would definitely be smarter to wait until you both retire before sharing your story, but do you really want that?
Do you want to hide your love for Ilya for another 5-10 years?
Only be able to kiss him behind closed doors?
Only be able to tell him you love him behind closed doors?
It's definitely safer to remain a secret.
But the question is if you'll be happy with that?
You're right.
It would be much nicer to finally be able to love Ilya out loud
I'll think about this all some more and get the other parties involved
Thank you
I don't know what I would do without you ❤️
Rose
Just know that no matter what you decide to do, the SAPs, the team, your parents, Sveta and I will support you through everything ❤️
Jackie
^
Cassie
^^
❤️






  
    Chapter End Notes

    for everyone who hasn't read infiltrators, i'll leave the disclaimer here too:

shane and ilya will have the chance to share their relationship on their own terms. they will not be found out and outed, like in canon. i like to add random angst to my writing, yes, but that plotline will NEVER be part of it. they deserve better than that <3

russian translations:

любимый - darling


  


      

  












      Chapter 3
  



    Chapter Notes

      is it too early into the fic for a filler post? i've decided that the answer is no
just a little bit of shane being absoultely unhinged, while i'm still planning the actual story in the background. don't mind me heheh

also, for my previous fic i posted pretty much daily (sometimes multiple times a day) and while i enjoyed it, i won't be doing that for this fic. updates will be every other day, when i find the time and motivation to write :)
i'll still try to post at least once a week from now on (i'll also try to make the parts generally longer, this one's an exception because it's filler)
thank you for being patient with me, i appreciate all of your support very much! :)

but enough of me yapping, enjoy the chapter <3

 

ps. blue texts, in both instances, are from Jackie :)


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Shaney's Angels 😇😇😇



Shane

I have to say something potentially very unhinged

👀👀

Cassie

👀👀

Rose

Speak your mind, babe.

We are patiently awaiting your next message 👀👀

Shane

I'm here to announce that I have officially changed my mind

I need him to get me pregnant

Can't say that I was expecting that

But I'm not complaining at all

Rose

I think I need some context there, babe

Cassie

Shane and Ilya are babysitting for Selena and Nick tonight, because they're out celebrating their anniversary

And I imagine seeing Ilya with two adorable little baby girls does something to our dear Shane 👀

Shane

I'm actually losing my mind

He's so good with them. Knows exactly what they need at all times.

He would be the PERFECT Dad!

I want a baby.

Now.

Geez, and you said your husband acted irrational when you guys talked about getting a dog 😭

Let's take some steps back, alright?

You're not even out yet 

What happened to your soft launching plan?

Shane

We'll come out on Twitter

It worked for Cliff, why shouldn't it work for us?

Cassie

SHANE NO

Hey so, let's not do that actually.

Rose

RIP Shane Hollander-Rozanov

He was killed by his mother. Her wrath after her son hard launched his marriage on Social Media was unmatched 💔

He will be missed 😔

Oh, and RIP Ilya Hollander-Rozanov too, I guess

Thoughts, prayers and so on

Sveta and I will gladly take in Anya after your demise, don't even worry about it ❤️

Shane

I know it's crazy

But it's worth the risk, I think

If it gets me closer to seeing Ilya with a baby every day

God, I wish I could get pregnant

Rose

I'm taking screenshots, just so you know

For when you're sober again

Shane

I'm not drunk??

We're babysitting, it would be beyond irresponsible of me to be drinking right now

Rose

I know

I mean that you're not alcohol drunk, but baby fever drunk. Makes you say dumb shit and I'm living for it

Need the evidence before you delete those messages tomorrow

Am saving them to my secret Shane folder 🤭

Shane

What secret Shane folder??

Rose

Wouldn't you like to know, weather boy

Shane

Is that a reference to something?

I don't understand...

Rose

Don't even worry about it

Cassie

I'm also taking screenshots, of course 👀

And trust me Shane, you really don't want to be pregnant, even if that was possible for you.

It's hell 💔

Shane

It's not that bad

In the stories that Ilya made me read, I always had a good enough time

And it would be worth it in the end

Cassie

The concept of you, a man

Telling me, a mom

That being pregnant is "not that bad"...

Absolutely unhinged behaviour

But oh God, what kind of "stories" are we talking about here??

Shane

They're called fan fiction, I think

Lots of people write about us

I thought it's weird at first, but it's strangely enticing

I started reading some and now I can't stop

People are very creative

Cassie

I'm at a loss for words actually

Imagine if those writers knew that the source material read their stories 😂

Rose

OMG

I need to tell Haasy next time I see him

Cassie

Why Luca?

Rose

Because he's the biggest "Hollanov" shipper there is

We talked about it at the wedding

And I also found his old tumblr 🫢

Cassie

You better send me that link, Landry 🫵🏻

Rose

I got you babes 😚

Let's get back to the topic, shall we? 😀

Shane

Fan fiction aside, I really don't think pregnancy can be that bad

Jackie did it 3 times and you don't see her complaining.

So it can't be that bad, right?

Oh honey...

Ask Hayden. I was complaining A LOT

Shane

Really?

Yes, really 😂

There's a reason why I basically forced Hayden to get a vasectomy if he ever wants to sleep with me again

Because there's no way in hell, that I'm doing this a fourth time 💔

Shane

Oh

Well, I still want a baby though :(

Cassie

And you'll get one eventually, I'm sure

Just not the natural way ❤️

Rose

You're so supportive of him, while I'm just laughing my ass off

We're not the same 💔

And let's be honest here for a second Shane

Do you really want a baby, with all the responsibilities, or do you just think your husband is hot when he, the brute with giant hands, cares for something very small and fragile?

Shane

They're the same picture

Rose

Oh, so THAT reference you know?? 

Got it.

There's no talking sense into him tonight, I fear

Just promise me one thing, sweetie

Stay away from Twitter.

You from tomorrow will thank you ❤️

Shane

Fine :(

But you can't change my mind that if one of us was a woman, things would be so much easier

Cassie

Buddy, if Ilya was a woman your gay ass wouldn't even be attracted to him anymore

^^^^^

You literally dated the female version of Ilya and it did nothing for you

Rose, to be exact

Rose

I'd like to be excluded from this narrative, actually

Shane

You're just purposefully misunderstanding me at this point

Cassie

Do we, though?

I mean, I guess I get what you mean

Doesn't change the fact that neither of you have the necessary reproductive organs, though 💔

Cassie

I see you typing

If you bring up fan fiction again, I will drive over to Selena's house and slap you ❤️

Shane

:(

Fine, I won't bring it up again

Doesn't change anything though

I still feel the same way about this topic

Rose

You do know that you can't play hockey when pregnant, right?

Shane

What?

Why shouldn't I be able to play?

Because Hockey is a dangerous high contact sport

And getting checked or hurt won't be good for a developing baby

Cassie

You'd have to stop playing as soon as you find out

Like my friend had to stop working in the hospital right after finding out she's pregnant

Safety and so on

Shane

Okay, nevermind then.

Forget I said anything.

I don't want to get pregnant anymore.

Rose

Adoption once you're out and ready for kids sounds like a more reasonable option after all, huh?

Shane

Definitely

I'm also now realizing how unrealistic the fan fictions were. Male pregnancy aside, I mean.

Because no fucking way I would risk ending my career just to get pregnant

What the fuck

Cassie

Ladies, we did it

He's back with us

We should've mentioned hockey 10 minutes ago

Would've been a very short conversation

Cassie

We'll remember that for next time

Shane

There won't be a next time.

Trust me.

Rose

Wait, so there'll be no Hollanov babies for me to spoil ever???

Shane

Of course there will be

At some point, in the future.

I still want to have kids with Ilya eventually. That doesn't change.

But maybe after one of us retires

Rose

You mean when Ilya retires

Shane

I didn't say that

Cassie

Sounds like you were implying it, though

Shane

I mean, maybe?

When we last talked about having kids, Ilya said that he would retire as soon as we're ready for a baby.

Live his SAP lifestyle to the fullest, while I continue to play for another few seasons

His words, not mine.

I wouldn't force him to retire for us to be able to have a child.

He loves Hockey, just as much as I do

Rose

No one loves Hockey as much as you do

But I understand the sentiment

Shane

But before I let him retire, we have to win at least one Stanley Cup together

Obviously

If he even thinks about retiring before that, I'm divorcing him.

You won't have to worry about that

He told me that after marrying you, winning a Cup with you on the same team is his biggest dream

Shane

Good.

Rose

And you really think someone cares as much about hockey as you do

Shane

Stop bullying me for being passionate about my career and livelihood, Landry

I'm not making fun of you for getting kidnapped for the 500th time, am I??

Anyway, thank you for getting my head out of the clouds

I actually don't know what has gotten into me

Cassie

I can tell you how that happened

You saw your hot husband with cute babies

One can only be so strong

Shane

I mean, yeah. But still, I went a little crazy...

I swear, if this leaves the group chat...

Cassie

Sweetie, don't worry

We won't tell anyone

Not even the others, I swear

I've honestly heard and seen worse from you before, but I swear I won't tell anyone as well

Rose

Can I tell Sveta?

Shane

No???

Rose

UGHHHHH you're so boring

But fine

I swear I'll keep my mouth shut 😔

Shane

Thank you

I should probably help Ilya with the babies now. He's been taking care of everything by himself.

~~~~
великолепные девушки + ilyusha



Ilya

i wish shane could get pregnant

Caitlin

Good evening to you too, I guess 😭

What the fuck man 😭

Svetlana

I will not ask

Do not want to know

Leave me out of your fetish dreams ❤️

Oh God, not again.






  
    Chapter End Notes

    ilyuca81 my beloved <3333

to be honest, i did this whole pregnancy conversation for shits and giggles, an actual baby storyline isn't planned for this fic lol

russian translations:

великолепные девушки - gorgeous girls


  


      

  












      Chapter 4
  



    Chapter Notes

      hello hello!!

i'm finally back with another chapter, coming to you straight from the netherlands 😚
i'm on vacation with a few friends currently and we did some serious brainstorming 👀

y'all have lots to look forward to, it'll be great, i promise 🫢🫢🫢

so big FAT shoutout to my besties chrissi and lena, you totally slayed and i'm so ready for everything that's to come 🫢

enjoy the chapter ❤️


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Cens SAPs 🩷💕💞💗



Lisa

@Selena, I have to say I'm incredibly curious

How did things go last night?

Are Shane and Ilya actually good babysitters?

Ilya

of course we are

we are perfect at everything 

very offensive of you to even ask

was the best evening little chouinards ever had

I'd say we were decent :)

The girls seemed happy enough with us around

Ilya

girls are always happy when i am around ;)

Ilya.

Ilya

what? is the truth

but is not just girls of course

little pike boy is also always happy to see me

Oh.

That's what you meant.

Caitlin

What did YOU think he meant?

Nevermind

Ilya

shane you cannot have naughty thoughts about me when we talk about the cute children of friends

THAT'S NOT WHAT I MEANT

Lisa

Of course, baby

Whatever you say

Fuck all of you actually

Selena

Well hello 😀

Lisa

Hey girl 🤭

Ilya

hello mother of adorable girls that love me very much

Enough.

Ilya

???

Selena

Okay, I read back the messages in the chat

And honestly @Shane if it helps you, I definitely thought the same thing at first 😂

With your past Ilya, the way you said it sounded like you were implying something else 

Ilya

my past?

selena, are you slutshaming me??

Selena

Not exaclty, but you brag about your "successful" past often enough for all of us

It's not that far-fetched to go there

Thank you Selena

You understand me

You're my new favorite

Cassie

HEY :(

I didn't say anything and suddenly I get reduced to second favorite?? 

Ilya

third favorite.

i am number one always

then selena apparently

then you

learn your place lady bood

Cassie

Okay damn Lover boy 🙄

Selena

But anyway, I'd say that Ilya and Shane make phenomenal babysitters. I've never seen Milly and Grace this happy after being with sitters all evening :)

Can only recommend the Hollanov babysitting services 🤭

Despite one of them saying questionable things sometimes

Ilya

shane will work on that 

Caitlin

BITCH 😭😂

Fuck you.

Ilya

😘😘

Jackie

I can also only recommend the Hollanov babysitting service 🫡

Even with four kids around, they keep cool and somehow manage to pay the same amount of attention to every single one

Though Shane seems to prefer Arthur

Ilya

they are basically the same person 

two birds of one feather, yes?

What?

Jackie

I've noticed that too

You two are very similar

What's that supposed to mean?

Ilya

autism is connecting you

I'm not autistic

I don't think...

Jackie

Oh sweetie

Ilya

and i am not russian

???

Ilya

we are both lying liars

but is ok. i love you anyway

...

Cassie

Anyway 😀

I'll just change the topic, cool?

Cool.

Would you be available for babysitting today?

Ilya

sadly no

baby bood will need a different babysitter today

Yeah, sorry Cassie

Cassie

Aww okay :(

We'd love to babysit another time though!

Just not today

Selena

What are you guys up to today?

Ilya and I are meeting with my parents later to maybe come up with a good coming out plan finally

I mean, we already have a general idea. Thanks to Jackie, Cassie and Rose.

But my mom wants the plan to be a little more detailed

Ilya

so much stress for a non issue

we should just post on twitter about it

worked for marley

could work for us too

Harris

Ilya.

If you have any sort of positive feelings towards me, DON'T do this

Make a proper plan

I will actually beg on my knees if I have to

Ilya

very kinky, harris. i did not know you have it in you

but i will have decline that offer

i am happily married

Harris

Just meant that I will do it if I absolutely have to. Not that I want to do it, but whatever.

If you care about me and my well-being, you won't do stupid shit.

I hope...

Lisa

Okay self centered much

What about Shane?

Or their careers?

Or their literal lives?

Not everything is about you, Harris 😚

Harris

Oh, I will make this about me and not feel bad

Shane asked me to keep an eye Ilya's social media accounts to make sure he doesn't post anything related to a coming out without making a plan first

Also gave me the log in info for most of them, just in case.

Ilya

what??

YOU have access to MY accounts??

Harris

I've seen many things, most of which I can never unsee

So, for my own sanity

And honestly, for Troy's sanity too, because I WILL be making this his problem, too

Make a plan that's approved by your mother-in-law and DON'T even think about copying Marlow

I will divorce him before I let that happen.

Ilya

yes, yes we will make a plan

but i am still not over the part where you said that my shane said you can look through my accounts

they are very private

how much did you see?

Harris

Enough.

Ilya

not specific enough harris

what did you find??

Harris

Like I said, many things

But I'll gladly give you an example

Like, did you really need 24 Shane Hollander Fan accounts to harass Rose Landry with back in 2016?

Wait-

That was you???

What the actual fuck, Ilya???

Caitlin

OMG 😂😭

Can't lie, that's the most Ilya thing I've ever heard

Lisa

I'm just lowkey surprised it wasn't 81 accounts

Ilya

that would have been overkill

Cassie

Because 24 isn't already an insane number of fake accounts to manage??? 😭

Ilya

sounds crazy i know

because it is crazy

but none of you know the full story

2016 was probably the worst year of my life

and rose landry is responsible for that

Caitlin

Has enough time passed to ask why that was the case?

Ilya

if shane is comfortable with it

story heavily involves him obviously

Lisa

OMG is our dear Shane the villain of the story??

Ilya

do not want to call him a villain, because i love him

but maybe?

it depends on how you look at the story, i think

I mean, I'm okay with you sharing it

It's not like I don't know what happened

I can already tell you beforehand that while I'm not proud of my actions that year, I now understand why it was still necessary for me to make those experiences.

Because without them, Ilya and I probably wouldn't be married right now

Ilya

yes, i know that now and i am glad that you were able to make the experiences you needed to make

but i am explaining my perspective of the events now

and no one knows the full details of that story

not shane

not sveta

not jackie

not marley

just me and the locked notes app in my phone where i wrote down my thoughts

Selena

👀👀

Lisa

Oh girl, I'm so sat for this

Caitlin

I grabbed some popcorn 🍿

Cassie

Same 🍿

But also tissues, just in case 🫢

You can never know with these boys and their traumatic backstories, honestly

Selena

Very good call actually, Cassie

I'm grabbing some tissues, too

Jackie

Rosegate lore drop finally, I'm ready 👀

Lisa

Not the "Rosegate" 😭

Ilya

tuna melt gate is more accurate

Oh.

I think I actually surpressed my memories about the Tuna Melt incident...

Ilya

well, it is time for a reminder then?

here goes

so, before shane and i were officially together, we only met up every now and then

basically, whenever we played games against each other

in either hotel rooms or the apartment building that shane bought for us to fuck in

Lisa

Pause-

He bought an entire building for you to hook up in??

Caitlin

Are you really surprised about that?

It's Shane Hollander-Rozanov, real estate mogule, we're talking about here

Shocker, I like to protect my privacy 

Sue me 🙄

But honestly, it's also a totally normal business decision in the long run

It was a great investment, protected my and Ilya's privacy and now that I don't live in Montreal anymore, I'm renting the apartments out

It's also not the only building I bought

Only buying one would've been too obvious, too. That's why I bought two.

And when I then heard about the ongoing housing crisis in Montreal and surrounding areas, I decided to rent them out for rather cheap

Much below value, because let's be honest, I really don't need any more money.

Ilya

my mr landlord ❤️

Jackie

This makes so much sense actually

Especially for you

Selena

Making sure less fortunate people can get nice housing in an expensive city.

I'll cry 😭

Lisa

Shane Hollander, man of the people 🙂‍↕️

Ilya

hollander-rozanov* :(

Lisa

Sorry 😪

Please don't ever mention this to my mom though

She doesn't know about that

Lisa

God, you're such a mama's boy

But sure.

What happens in the SAPs chat, stays in the SAPs chat 🙂‍↕️

Where was this attitude a few months ago when all of you tattled to your men that "Jane" and Ilya broke up, eh?

Cassie

ANYWAY

Ilya, do you want to continue your little story? :)

I see how it is...

Ilya

yes, of course

after always meeting in shanes apartment or hotel rooms, i invited him to my house for first time

and i planned to ask him to stay over

not leave after fucking like before

Jackie

I think I already know where this'll go...

Ilya

i researched recipes that fit his dumb bird food diet, that i would also enjoy to eat

i went to the grocery store

and prepared everything

make it perfect for my shane ❤️

Wait.

You did all of that?

Ilya

why else would there be full crate of your favorite ginger ale in my fridge?

or ingredients to make tuna melt that exactly fits your dietry restrictions?

shane please

Oh.

Caitlin

Oh no.

I'm already getting a bad feeling about this

Ilya

for a while everything was perfect

we had great sex, of course

fantastic sex

best we ever had, i dare to say

shane became pro level cowboy that day

get excited just thinking about it 🤤

Stay focused on the story, please.

Caitlin

Yeah, there's more time for that talk later 😏

Not in this chat.

Caitlin

Okay boss man 😒

Ilya

shane you are so boring

but is ok, because i love you very much

no sex talk anymore in this chat

for now at least 😈

after the first few rounds of great sex, i made him tuna melt for lunch

we eat in living room and talk

great and comfortable

am being a fantastic host of course

then my father calls

he is freaking out because of his poor memory

was nothing new to me at that point

i call my useless brother after to yell at him

paid him to take care of our father and he did not

anyway

i go back to shane after hanging up

my mood is ruined, but i did not want shane to know

so i pretend that everything is fine

but then he asks about my father. if he is ok

i did not want to talk about it

so i cuddled him instead

Lisa

As one does, I guess

Ilya

yes

shane i have to talk about sex again now

...

Fine, go ahead

Ilya

ok

i would have been ok with just cuddling but shane started touching me 😈

am irresistible what can i say

it was very intimate and very hot

frotting, i think it is called

we have not done it since

That's enough with the details actually

Caitlin

For you maybe...

Ilya

i called him shane for the first time ever

he called me ilya

and then he left

ran off in my clothes that i gave him after sex

Lisa

Wait, Shane ran off?

Why?

Ilya

i do not know

I also don't really know, if I'm honest

Everything got too real, too quickly, I guess

I just had to get out of there

Jackie

I think I figured it out actually

What do you mean?

Jackie

I mean, obviously I wasn't there. But form what Ilya told us, he changed the routine that you guys have built up over the years prior to that day

You meet after a game, hook up and then one of you leaves

You haven't stayed overnight

That was already quite the change, but then him cooking for you? The cuddling?

I imagine Shane wanted to regain some of the control by changing things back to how they were before

AKA only doing physically intimate stuff

But then Ilya changed another thing by using your first name

Like you already said, Shane. Too much change in too little time, I definitely understand why you ran

And I don't want to diagnose you or anything, but Arthur, my son who was diagnosed with autism a while ago, reacts similarly to sudden changes 😬

He just bolts, does something stupid and then talks to us about it

Sounds like you're trying to diagnose me...

Jackie

Well, if the boot fits 👀

Ilya

i have not thought of it this way before

but it makes sense...

Cassie

So much sense, actually

Not saying that you're autistic of course, but the sudden change stressed you out so much to the point of running away

Selena

I agree, but still. That's so sad :(

Caitlin

Wait Ilya

You said that he left in your clothes?

Ilya

да

after he left i sat on the couch for long time not doing anything

was too shocked by what just happened to move, i think

then i started cleaning up

turned on the radio because i did not want to be alone with thoughts

got punched in face by taylor swift song called haunted

very rude

when i was done in the kitchen and living room, i moved on to the bedroom

where i found his clothes

neatly folded on a chair, of course. because my shane always folds his clothes

i put them in a drawer

was thinking about returning them after the next game we played in montreal but he did not look at me or talk to me

was also thinking about dropping them off at his sex apartment with a note saying "i'm sorry" but i did not want to overstep again

so i never returned them to him

with the thought that in case i never get to see him again

i will always have a memory of him

Selena

You can't say something like that to me right now 😭

I'm so hormonal lately, I WILL CRY 😭

Lisa

OMG?? 😭

Caitlin

It's really difficult to not lose my mind about all of this right now

But, let me guess, you were thinking about washing them, but you didn't want Shane's smell to go away?

Ilya

да

wanted his smell nearby for as long as possible

even if i do not get to see him again

Wow, I never knew any of that...

I really am a horrible person

I hurt you so much

Fucking hell... I don't even know what to say

I'm SO sorry Ilya

Ilya

shane любимый

you are not horrible person

i was very hurt back then, yes

when i learned that you started dating rose landry, i thought i would actually never be happy again

made life hell for my teammates, and basically everyone around me for a while

but not anymore

you apologized and we made up

and then i got to marry you so everything is ok 🥰

and because i listened to haunted i discovered my favorite album from taylor swift

better than revenge helped a lot when you were with r*se

all is well 🥰

я тебя люблю ❤️

I love you too

So fucking much 

And I'm so glad that despite everything that I've made you go through, you still took me back

But don't censor Rose's name, she's your friend

And she's dating your best friend

Ilya

i said what i said

in 2016 she was my number 1 enemy

I mean, I can't really blame you, I think

But still...

Caitlin

Do you still have Shane's clothes from that day or did you get rid of them eventually?

Ilya

i still have them

would never dare to get rid of something that belongs to my precious shane

when i moved to ottawa i put them in box with other things related to shane

a shane memory box

is in our closet i think

That's what's in the box??

Cassie

You found it?

Yes, I found it when I moved in and put some of my stuff into the closet

I didn't check what's in the box, though

Didn't want to snoop around and find something potentially very private of Ilya's

Ilya

you can look

i do not mind

also do not really remember everything that i put in it, i think

could be a nice reminder for me too

Alright, thank you :)

Jackie

You better share it with us, Hollander

Ilya

hollander-rozanov

Jackie

Of course

Ilya

you should have learned by now, lady pike

Jackie

Yes, I'm sorry :(

Okay, I got the box

Holy shit, there's a lot of stuff in here

First my clothes, of course

I missed that jacket...

Ilya, can I take it out of the box and start wearing it again or do you want to keep it?

Ilya

is yours, you take it

i should have given it back to you sooner anyway

it looks very good on you ❤️

Thank you ❤️

Next is an empty can of Ginger Ale

Ilya

is the can you drank from before you left

i cleaned it of course

did not want mold in precious memory box

Selena

Okay, that's it. My day is cancelled.

I'm sitting down on the floor to cry

Please continue sharing your findings, Shane.

Okay, I don't really understand how this reminds you of me

But next is a Snoopy keychain?

Ilya

is you!!

hockey snoopy

got it from fan a long time ago

i was seen looking at snoopy merch and taking photos of it

one time shortly after the draft

because it reminded me of you, shane

and then i kept getting lots of snoopy merch since then

still do now

but hockey snoopy is my favorite

Caitlin

STOP 😭😭

That's so cute 😭😭

Jackie

Shane is SO Snoopy, you are so right 😭

If you all say so, who am I to argue?

Next are an IPod Shuffle and an USB drive

Don't have my laptop near me, so I can't check was on them right now, though

Ilya

the ipod has songs on them that remind me of shane

and the usb drive has lots of pictures of shane

not official ones

just ones i took when he was not looking and photos we sent to each other over the years ❤️

So, we do have more pictures together?

I really thought we only have the CCM photoshoot and that picture you took of us at the MHL awards

Aside from our wedding pictures, of course.

Ilya

is more pictures of you and your breakfasts that you have sent me over the years

not us together, for safety

i am sorry любимый

but soon we can publicly take pictures together

am very excited ❤️

Okay, I'm looking forward to that, too ❤️

Speaking of the CCM photoshoot actually, there's a printed out picture of it in here as well

And the MHL awards photo, too

But some parts have the color strangely rubbed off

Specifically the area around my face

Ilya

yes sorry

rubbed off your pretty freckles on the picture :(

looked at it whenever i was sad and wanted to see you

Caitlin

Shane, I need to know something...

Is the picture slightly warped in some parts?

It is, yeah

Don't know why though. Everything else seems to be preserved well enough

Selena

Oh my God-

Ilya, if you tell me you looked at it and cried, and that's why it's warped

I WILL crash out...

Ilya

🤐 

Oh.

Selena

OH MY GOD 😭😭

You can't say that, Ilya 😭😭

Ilya

did not even say anything, but ok

Selena

It was implied with that emoji...

Moving on, before I also start crying actually

Ilya

good idea, любимый

I don't think I'm going in order here, but the next thing in the box is a beer coaster from the hotel in Florida that we stayed at for the All-Star Game

Didn't even know that there were any beer coasters

Ilya

i went to find one, of course

needed a beautiful memory from that wonderful night

i called you shane again and you did not panic

i panicked when i said it but you did not ❤️

Cassie

Did he call you Ilya back?

Ilya

yes 🥰

Lisa

I never thought that hearing about two men, who have been casually hooking up for 7 years at that point, calling each other by their first names would get me this emotional

But here we are

Now a similar vibe, I think.

Because next is a room service menu from the hotel we stayed in for the CCM photoshoot

Ilya

where we had our first kiss ❤️

Cassie

Lover boy Ilya goes back to the very start??

Because wasn't that photoshoot in like 2010??

Insane lore drops and I'm so here for it

Lisa

Honestly, the fact that Ilya has been obsessed with Shane from the start is the least surprising part to me

I love it though

I'm going to assume something with the next item...

Because I'd say, judging by Ilya's track record so far, it's a condom wrapper from when we had sex for the first time

Ilya

yes, you are assuming correctly

Lisa

I'll say it again, I shouldn't find this as cute as I do

Selena

I can't even say anything anymore

I'm just lying on the floor, taking this all in

If I engage the conversation any further, I will actually never stop crying

This was all really cute so far

But I can't lie, if I wasn't looking through Ilya's stuff right now, I would be very freaked out.

Because the next thing is a newspaper article with a heart drawn around my face in red sharpie...

Ilya

is from the first article about our rivalry from back in the day

you looked very cute in it

And some more magazine clippings...

From basically every single ad I've ever done??

Ilya, I love you so much but this is insane

Caitlin

I love you Ilya and I mean that in the most loving way possible

Lowkey stalker behavior

Ilya

what happened to we listen and we do not judge?

i feel very judged right now

Not judging, just noticing

I think that was it, though

Ilya

there should be one more thing in there

maybe stuck to the side or something

Okay, let me see

Oh yeah, there is something else

Wait-

It's a ticket to a Voyageurs game from March 2017?

What the fuck?

You were in Montreal at the time and didn't tell me?

Ilya

yes

wanted to fly to boston after funeral but went to montreal instead without thinking too much about it

i wanted to see you

But you only saw me play?

You should've texted me and then we could've met up at my apartment or something

I can't believe you wouldn't tell me that you were in Montreal...

I missed you so much

Ilya

i know любимый

i missed you too

i am sorry for not saying anything back then

but i was in a weird head space after the funeral

wanted to see you but not actually see you

i do not know if that makes sense to you

it does to me

i wanted to see you one last time because i wanted to end things with you before you invited me to cottage

Wait what?

What do you mean you wanted to break up with me?

Ilya

i am sorry

I thought everything was fine between us after All-Stars?

Are you telling me that you didn't think the same way as me about us?

Ilya

it was a weird time in my life

i thought i did not deserve someone like you

that our relationship was too risky and complicated because of who we are

that there was too much to lose

that hockey players cannot be queer and happy

thought it would be the same for us

old man hunter showed is possible though

so now i know that i do deserve happiness and sunshine

and that you are perfect for me

that i do not want to be with anyone else, but you

i am sorry i have not told you about that before

Selena

I can't handle this drama

Shane please don't be mad at him 😭

No, it's okay. I understand his point.

And now I'm even more glad that Scott did what he did.

Holy shit

Could you imagine how it would for us if he never stepped up??

Ilya

i do not even want to imagine a world where we are not together anymore

i am very glad that hunter was brave, when i could not be

we should make sure to get them a very big and expensive wedding gift as thank you






  
    Chapter End Notes

    i thought it would be interesting to write a tuna melt gate debrief from ilya's perspective 👀 (the fact that they talked about it will be relevant for the future)

and there are also already some hints for this planned storyline in this chapter 🫢

russian translations:

да - yes
любимый - darling
я тебя люблю - i love you


  


      

  












      Chapter 5
  



    Chapter Notes

      hello hello everyone :)
I actually already wanted to post this a few days ago, it sat ready in my notes just needed to be edited, but i got VERY distracted. you want to know why? oh, no reason, i just already put in over 50 hours into the new tomodachi life game. i am obsessed, i love it. it's so chaotic, but at least klance is married. that's all that matters to me.

A N Y W A Y
i hope you enjoy the chapter <3


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Cens 🏒💪🥅



Bood

Hey so

I just came home to find Cassie all emotional and she won't tell me why...

DID I DO SOMETHING WRONG??

Hayes

Why the fuck should WE know if YOU did something to upset her??

Bood

We usually do shit together as a group, so I thought you maybe have an idea

Dykstra

I also think it's a group effort thing, Cait's upset too

Hollzy

"Upset" probably isn't the right word

There was some talk about Ilya's and my relationship in the SAPs chat just now

Got a little more emotional than intended

Dykstra

Ohhh okay, that must be it then

But wait

So the SAPs get to hear about your relationship, but we don't? :(

We're your teammates??

Hollzy

Yes, correct. Sorry not sorry.

But, what happens in the SAPs chat stays in SAPs chat apparently.

Seems like a new rule, because that sure as hell didn't apply before, but whatever.

What do I know...

Chouinard

So, is that also why Selena's doing floor time right now?

Hollzy

Yep

Bood

What the fuck is "floor time"?

Chouinard

That's something she does at least once a week

She just lies on the floor and cries

Usually, she also listens to sad music, but I guess that wasn't necessary today

Bood

Sounds... Healthy?

Chouinard

It helps with emotional regulation, so I actually think it's pretty healthy for one's mental health

Hollzy

I was also a little confused about that at first, but then started doing it too. Ilya, as well

It can be very freeing, if I'm honest

Ilya even made a playlist specifically to improve the quality of his floor time that I also started listening to

It's pretty nice

Bood

Interesting

I should give it a shot too then

But speaking of Roz, where's he at?

You two are usually a package deal

gentlemen

Bood

Appearing as soon as his name is mentioned...

As if you were waiting for it

shut up boody, not now

i have important business to take care of

my darling husband shane and i have made life changing plans that we must share with you

Hollzy

You're making it sound way too dramatic

how dare you???

i am NEVER dramatic

Hollzy

Sure

Well, We've finally made a plan for our soft launch

Marlow

So, you're not just posting on Twitter?

Rozzy seemed very into the idea last time I talked to him

Hollzy

Cliff.

Suggest this one more time and I will drown you in a lake.

I broke a guy's jaw with one punch, don't fucking test me.

i have a lot of inappropriate things to say right now

but will wait until later 🤤

Hollzy

Ilya.

Behave.

if that is what you want 😳

Haasy

Can we talk about the PDA jar idea again?

Because I think I've changed my mind about it

Hollzy

...

Moving on.

Cliff you have been warned.

Marlow

I wasn't going to suggest it again, just asking for confirmation. Damn Shane 😂😭

Guess I was wrong after all, you can be quite scary if you want to be

Hollzy

You haven't even seen me being scary yet.

it is like you want me to get turned on...

Hazy

So, about the soft launching plans 😀

yes

one second

Ilya Hollander-Rozanov added Harris Drover to the chat.

Bood

Aw man...

Do we have to behave now?

Harris

I don't even get a proper Hello. I see.

No manners...

Bood

Sorry Harris 😔

Welcome to the chat, I didn't mean to be rude.

But honestly why are you here?

Harris

First, I want to say that you're all already a little too reckless for my liking. Especially Shane and Ilya.

Using their hyphanted names in all group chats...

You should all be more careful, but also always behave appropriately in your group chats, in case one of you dumb knuckleheads ever gets hacked...

And messages get leaked

Because if one of you causes a scandal for the rest of team, that person will have to answer to not just Coach Wiebe, the owners of the Ottawa Centaurs and the general public, but Yuna Hollander too.

Just fyi.

Dykstra

Oh fuck

Mrs. Hollander????

We'll be on our best behavior, I swear!

Hazy

Don't get me wrong, Hollzy's mom is great, but God that woman is terrifying.

You won't have to worry about anything

I'm protecting my phone with my life 😀

Bood

I'm still emotionally working through the last interaction I had with Yuna Hollander, after the team meeting.

I'd like to not repeat that, if I can help it...

Barrett

What they said

Hollzy

It fills me with a lot of joy to see that you're all more terrified of my Mom than anyone else :)

Pike

Of course it does

overdramatic cowards

all of you

Hollzy

Says the guy who almost started crying when she demoted him to her second favorite son.

And then said that he's never experienced worse emotional pain in his life.

was heartbreaking 💔

am still papa davids favorite though 🥰

Bood

Wait-

You were actually her favorite son before?? 😂

of course 🥰

Hollzy

By the way, the answer is no.

Being reduced to second favorite son, as an only child, is not a great feeling, you don't even need to ask.

But anyway, Harris please tell the guys why Ilya added you.

Harris

Yes, of course.

I'm only here temporarily to plan something with you.

Well, more like I was asked to get involved in the plan by Shane and Ilya.

Because their soft launching plan does involve all of you

Bood

No pressure though...

Right?

wrong

all pressure

our lives literally depend on you all not being idiots for once

Bood

Oh great 😀

Very excited to be involved 😀

as you should be

Harris

This plan is broken down into many steps, only a few of which actually include the team.

First, we'd like to do a pride related post for the official Centaurs Social Media accounts

i suggested sexy player calendar but harris and mama yuna said no

Hazy

Let me guess, the calendar would have only pictures of you for every month?

of course not

11 of me and 1 of shane

obviously

Hazy

Ah yes, of course

Marlow

You just want to take your shirt off in front of a camera

that too

Hollzy

And I also told you that we're not whoring you out for our outing

would not be whore if i do it voluntarily

Hollzy

That's not how that works

Bood

If it's not a calendar, what's the plan then?

Also, isn't Pride Month almost over?

Harris

Yes, we're a little late for Pride Month...

just because gay month is over does not mean we do not support anymore

we are not like other shitty asshole teams

or does it mean that for you bood?

Bood

Of course not, what the fuck Roz 😭

Stop twisting my words 😭

Harris

The plan is that we'll take a group picture to post across the platforms of you guys all wearing your Pride jerseys

And you'll also put colored tape on your sticks

Your HOCKEY sticks, Ilya

🙄🙄

booooooring

Harris

But, you can all decide which flags you'd like to represent

If the queer players in the chat feel comfortable with using their corresponding flag, I fully support it

But if not, you can just pick a different one to show your allyship :)

Pike

I think that's a very good idea :)

Dykstra

Yeah, definitely.

We're already called the gayest team in the league, might as well prove it too

Hazy

I also think it sounds fun

But at the same time I'm wondering if it's really a good idea to do a post like that.

Bood

Why shouldn't it be?

I thought that you, of all people here, would be supportive of it too 👀

Hazy

I don't like that implication, Bood

I'm just worried because of Roz

Because isn't supporting LGBTQIA+ etc. frowned upon in Russia?

Specifically because he's a public figure

Dykstra

Oh yeah, good point

Marlow

"Frowned upon" seems like quite the understatement, Wy 🙃

Hazy

I didn't know how else to put it

could be hunted down and dragged back to russia for showing support

what would happen to me from there i do not know

and i do not want to know

would be dangerous for me to show support

if i still had a russian passport

Hazy

What do you mean?

after coming back from russia last time, i decided i did not want to wait anymore

did not want to be a man without country anymore

so , i took the test to become canadian

i passed it 😁

am officially boring canadian 🇨🇦

everyone cheer 🥳🎉

Marlow

Fuck yeah, Brother!! 🎉🎉

Pike

Took you long enough 🎉

Chouinard

Congratulations!! 🎉

Bood

Welcome to the club, Roz! 🥳🇨🇦

Haasy

Congrats Cap!! 🎉

Hazy

Congrats man 🎉

Barrett

Congrats, Roz 🎉

Dykstra

Hell yeah 🎉🎉

But question

Wouldn't you have gotten the Canadian citizenship anyway after getting married to Hollzy?

no

getting married to a canadian does not automatically get me citizenship 

you should know how your country works as a canadian

would have only gotten marriage visa or some shit like that

would have also been ok for while

but if something would happen to shane 

i would be forced to return to russia or reapply for employment visa

do not want either to happen of course

especially not something happening to my shane

would never imply that i want that shane

my beautiful love

my darling husband

мой веснушчатый красавец

i love you for ever ❤️❤️❤️

Hollzy

I didn't even say anything

But, I love you too ❤️

Harris

Again, a little too reckless for my liking.

But, I guess I'll let it slide...

Marlow

I just have to say one thing

WHIPPED 🫵🏻

Hollzy

Shut the fuck up Cliff.

And Harris, I appreciate your concerns, but I think they're a little unjustified right now.

We're currently planning how Ilya and I will soft launch our marriage. If any of these messages get leaked, we'll be fucked either way.

So, Ilya proclaiming his love to me is the smallest issue here, if you ask me.

Harris

Well...

That's fair, actually... I would just ask all of you to be extra careful with your phones then.

Hollzy

That we can and will do, of course.

But back to the topic...

Ilya's right. If something were to happen to me, while I'm sponsoring his residency in this country, he would be forced to return.

Which obviously won't ever happen, especially not when we've already announced our relationship publicly.

I would rather be traded back to Montreal, before I let anyone take Ilya away from me

So he decided to take the test.

He studied for it with Caitlin, I think 🤔

Dykstra

Oh yeah, that makes sense.

was not just cait btw

cassie, selena and lisa too

very good teachers 👩‍🏫 

but i am also very smart so that helped too

Hollzy

I never had a doubt that you'd pass ❤️

I'm very proud of you ❤️

❤️❤️❤️

i also want to officially announce that i am canadian now on social media

if that is ok with you, harris

Harris

Totally okay with me!

I'm also very proud of you for this achievement!

But I would still ask you to write a proper statement that gets approved by your manager, of course :)

mama yuna already approved of the post

Hollzy

She really did, he isn't lying :)

Harris

Okay, perfect.

I'm not stopping you then.

Bood

Now that all the serious stuff is out of the way

Let's talk about something more fun

Because, it sounds like a proper celebration is in order 👀

Cassie and I could arrange a little something at our house sometime next week, maybe? 👀

A little team BBQ perhaps? 👀

To celebrate Roz becoming Canadian, but also as a redemption for us to give Hollzy a good BBQ experience

Since that didn't happen last time we tried 🙃

Hollzy

You don't have to make anything up to me anymore.

I forgave you all, remember?

And honestly, I will never understand the obsession that you have with throwing meat on a grill

Bood

You have your hobbies, I have mine 🤗

And even though you already forgave us, a proper team BBQ is still in order.

You deserve that good experience no matter what!!

Hollzy

Okay, fair enough

i want to be celebrated

so yes we are doing bbq

Harris

Yay to the team BBQ plans or whatever, but can we please finish planning the photoshoot first 😭

You guys are impossible to keep up with, I swear

You had like three different conversations in ten minutes

we are very efficient, harris

Harris

If you want to call it that...

yes because it is the truth 🙂‍↕️

Harris

Alright sure, anyway.

About the photoshoot again

Is everyone available at some point next week?

I'd like to get it done before June is over.

stupid boys will make time for it

i will make sure of it

~~~~
@OttawaCentaursOfficial
Pride Month may come to a close soon, but that doesn't mean that the support stops!
Even if your flag isn't shown, you are still seen and appreciated! ❤️
Happy Pride from the Ottawa Centaurs! 🎉🏳️‍🌈
[The attached photo shows the entire team, including Chiron and Anya, dressed up in Pride themed jerseys. All their hockey sticks are wrapped in different colored tape, representing the different pride flags. All flags are represented once, except for the Bi Pride flag, which is represented thrice. By Marlow, Hayes and Rozanov.]





  
    Chapter End Notes

    another team bbq, eh? 👀

russian translations:

мой веснушчатый красавец - my freckled beauty / handsome man


  


      

  












      Chapter 6
  



    Chapter Notes

      this chapter was supposed to be wholesome funny ha ha content, but turned into a story of two perspectives real quick. one good, one not so good. but OH WELL 😀
obviously can't write a story without any angst, right? 👀

anyway... enjoy the chapter hehehe 🩷


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  The Pride related post of the official Centaurs account—posted by Harris—has been out for a little over a week by now and Shane has spent every single day since, reading every new comment posted under it. He didn't really know why he bothered, at least not at first. He told himself that he wouldn't want to read everything, in case there was something negative. Something hateful. Something that reminded him of his time with Montreal.
Even his therapist advised him against doing it. She knew that Shane would unhealthily obsess over it, but he just couldn't help it. He was too noisy in that sense.
Exposure therapy, he had called it.
If he would see hatred or bigotry under the post, he'd shrug it off. Grow thicker skin and just read positive responses instead, for balance. Positive, supportive replies weren't that hard to find after all.
The comments were flooded with nothing but positivity. It was baffling to him for some reason. It wasn't like the idea of the Centaurs being a progressive team and having a supportive fanbase was crazy or anything. The league has dubbed them "The Gayest Team" for a reason and the people were eating it up. That nickname was definitely meant as an insult, now that Shane thought of it more. A snub at their masculinity for not portraying the stereotypical "hockey douchebag"—that throws around slurs like they're tone indicators—image or some bullshit reason like that.
To the knowledge of the league and the general public, including the fans, Cliff Marlow and Scott Hunter are the only openly queer players. No one knew about Troy, or Luca, or Wyatt or Ilya and Shane, aside from the Centaurs. A team of closeted players, more like. Shane thought and let out a sigh.
He still wasn't ready to just go out and proclaim himself as gay, or as his former rival's husband. The thought of it alone brought up too many unwanted memories of his past attempts to come out.
But the post with the following support helped getting his mind going into the right direction. A direction that would eventually lead him and Ilya to their happily ever after. Or whatever they were planning for their future, really. Staying happy together was definitely part of the plan though.
Shane glanced around the living room of their house, taking in all the small details that made his heart flutter. For the first time since moving out of his family's house, Shane felt like he truly has a home he feels comfortable in. He acknowledged that his previous apartments and houses were built and decorated just for show.
It's no secret that Shane Hollander-Rozanov has very expensive taste. From his wast collection of different real estates all across Canada, to the brands he's always dressed in. Expensive. Over the top, some might say. That's what everyone always assumes at least, from strangers to friends, and even family.
But in reality, all he really cared about is appearing perfect on the outside to hide the confusing imperfections that he feels are plaguing him on the inside. Not that he would ever actually admit these thoughts to anyone, especially not himself.
To keep up the facade, he reflected it in everything that he did, including the places he lived in. But Ilya showed him that there is perfection in imperfection.
It took him a while to understand what his husband had meant with that expression, but he's slowly starting to get it. Truly understand it.
From the circle shaped stains on the coffee table from the times Ilya forgot to use a coaster, to the overflowing toy box that was tugged away in a corner for whenever they were babysitting for their friends. It was a mess, a controlled mess, which would normally stress him out beyond belief, but right now it was simply beautiful. Lived in, not just for show.
He wouldn't change a thing about it. Though he would still prefer if Ilya would start to use coasters, but that's neither here nor there.
Shane had spent another five minutes just scrolling through comments of people saying that they feel seen, feel appreciated, feel like they have a place in hockey after all. He loved it.
He was pulled out of his trance like reading session by a text message.
----
Cens 🏒💪🥅



Bood

Everyone on their way yet? 👀

Hazy

Cliff and I just got into to my car 🫡

Haasy

I was picked up by Pike and we'll be there in like 10 minutes tops

Barrett

I got a little distracted, so I'm running a bit late 🙃

Bood

Of course you did

Barrett

It's really not my fault!!

Blame Harris

I'll be there soon

Dykstra

I'm already there

Chouinard

Me too

Still can't believe that I arrived after Evan...

You're usually always late to everything

Dykstra

You better get used to the new me 😙

Cait's been kicking my ass about always being late for years, so it was about time I change that habit

Bood

Sure fucking was about time

Always being late is disrespectful as hell

Dykstra

I know now, I'm doing my best to improve by just being 30 minutes early to everything from now on 🙂‍↕️

Bood

Good 👍

@Hollzy @Roz what about you guys?

I'm just waiting for Ilya to finish getting ready and then we'll be on our way, too

Bood

Okay perfect 🫡

Dykstra

By the way, do any of you have experiences with Escape Rooms? 😂

I fear that this "team bonding exercise" will end up with us jumping each other's throats

Chouinard

Well, I know for a fact that you and Bood will probably be shit at this

Bood

Okay whatever, Mr. I can't read between the lines

Chouinard

I didn't say that I'll be great at this either

That's what we have Hazy for

I'm optimistic

Or try to be at least

Hazy

Cliff, we'll have to carry this shit I fear 😂😭

Marlow

Nah, I'm confident

We'll have Ilya "The Puzzle Master" Rozanov with us

We'll be out of there in 5 minutes max 😎

If he would hurry up and come downstairs finally...

----
While Shane only seemed to see and receive the positive responses to the Pride post, for Ilya it was the opposite. Since announcing that he was officially Canadian and the Pride post, Ilya's direct messages and mentions were overrun by hate. All in russian unfortunately. Normally he could handle hate comments just fine, but with everyone cussing him out in russian—calling him a traitor, or worse—it felt deeply personal.
He knew that this would happen. Or well, he expected this outcome. And while it had dawned on him before, he now fully realized that there was no way for him to ever return to Russia. For any reason. The door is now permanently closed. Not even another visit to his mother's grave would be possible.
His Mama was even more out of reach now than she was before.
He was aware of this outcome—if he ever were to come out—but that doesn't mean it hurts any less. He suddenly felt paralyzed by grief overcoming him again. He obviously didn't care about Russia in general, just his mother. His first thought about Russia is always his mother. The best part about Russia for him. But he couldn't even have that anymore.
Would she be proud of him for making this decision? He hoped so.
Thinking this way gave him some relief, but unfortunately not enough.
He still couldn't get out of bed.
He took a shower, got ready for the planned team outing and wanted to leave with his darling husband in not even five minutes, but he couldn't move. Originally, he just wanted to check on the messages from the Centaurs group chat that he had missed, but then also did the mistake to check his private messages across his social media platforms.
It was stupid, he knew that. He shouldn't have checked them again. But he did and now he had to suffer the consequences that were emotionally destroying him.
"Ilya!" He heard Shane's voice from downstairs. Anya's ears perked up. She was lying next to Ilya on the floor, basically glued to her new Papa since he and Shane adopted her. "Are you done getting ready? We have to leave now to still make it in time." punctuality was very important to Shane, Ilya knew that. But he just couldn't move. No matter how hard he tried. He didn't reply.
"Ilya, come on!" He didn't reply, again. He just couldn't. His silence was obviously worrying Shane.
He heard footsteps coming up the stairs, approaching the bedroom door. Shane came to check on him.
He would have to justify why he was still in bed or force himself to get up. Neither option sounded necessarily appealing to him right now.
Why are you still in bed? Lazy, worthless boy. Ilya heard his father's scolding voice in his head. Even though his father has been dead for years at this point, he was still haunted by the sheer hatred that he has experienced for most of his life. It was something he has heard many times over the years. Especially whenever he felt the same sadness overtake him that took his mother away from him.
"Hey," Shane's soothing voice approached him, "is everything okay?" Ilya just shook his head, he still couldn't reply.
"Can I do something to help you?" He shook his head again, all he wanted right now was rot in bed in the dark. Which was probably not the healthiest coping mechanism, but it's what usually helped him get through the darker times. When his brain was being unnecessarily loud. "Do you want to stay home?" A nod.
"Do you want me to stay home too?" He sat down next to Ilya on the bed, his voice calm and low; his fingers genlty brushing through Ilya's curls. Offering potential ways to fix whatever was going on. "I can do that, I'll tell the guys something came up."
"No, is ok. You go. Have good bonding time with team."
"Are you sure?" Another nod.
"Yes. Just need little more sleep. Will be back to normal later."
"There's no 'normal' that you have to get back to. But, I guess I know what you mean." Shane caressed his husband's cheek. "But if you need anything, even if you just want to talk or something, call or text me. Okay?"
"You are probably not allowed to take phone into Escape Room."
"Hmm, yeah that's true. Maybe Dad then? I know that he'll drop everything for his favorite son, if you'll ask," Shane chuckled. Even if he didn't cherish the thought of being the second favorite son, he loved the relationship that Ilya had with his parents, especially his father. Ilya had said to Shane before that David was the kind of father he had always prayed for. "Promise me?"
"Promise."
"Okay." He kissed Ilya's forehead and got up from the bed. "I love you so much."
"I love you too." Shane had expected him to reply in Russian, like he usually does. But Ilya hasn't really spoken any Russian the entire week.
This solidified the thought in Shane's head that something was wrong. He may be slow when it comes to picking up social cues, but this was something even he couldn't miss. But there was no point to force an answer out of Ilya right now. No use in kicking someone who's already down, he thought.
All that Ilya wanted right now was to stay in bed and cuddle something. And since his darling would be leaving, he had to think of the next best thing. Shane had the same thought, it seemed.
The next best—and right now probably also preferred—thing just happened to already be lying next to the bed on the hardwood floor.
Anya, Ilya's sweet girl. Shane picked her up and placed her next to his husband on the bed. She immediately got comfortable and nuzzled her snout into Ilya's side.
"I thought she is not allowed in bed."
"Let's call it an exception. Just for today," he placed another kiss on Ilya's forehead. "I'll see you two later."
----
Cens 🏒💪🥅



Hey so

I'll be coming alone after all

Ilya's not doing great today, so he's staying home

Bood

Oh man, I hope he'll be okay :/

Should we maybe reschedule?

No, it's fine.

He said that we should still do this "bonding exercise"

But depending on how well this'll go today, we can just do it again with him also there :)

Bood

Alright :)

Dykstra

Yeah! That sounds good :)

Leaving now, should be there in 15

Bood

See you Hollzy 🫡

----
Harris Drover 🍎



Hey Harris

Do you still have access to Ilya's social media accounts?

Hi Shane!

Yes, I do.

But I haven't checked them at all this week.

Didn't feel like there was a need to.

Why? Did something happen?

I don't know if something happened to be honest.

Just have this feeling.

Ilya's been acting a little off since the Pride post and I'm worried that the response that he has gotten may be worse than we'd anticipated

Acting off how exactly?

He's been more quiet and he hasn't spoken any Russian the entire week.

Which is really odd, since he usually calls me all kinds of random Russian words as nicknames.

I tried to talk to him about it, but he won't say anything.

Hmm, yeah, I can see why you're concerned

I can only assume, of course

But since he's also not speaking Russian that much anymore, I'd say that the hateful part of the Russian community wasn't really thrilled about him announcing his Canadian citizenship and also proclaiming support for the LGBTQIA+ community...

I fear so, too

I'm just very worried about him

Worried enough to ask me to invade his privacy?

I want to say No

But honestly, I don't know?

This is a tricky situation

What do you suggest we should do?

I don't want him to think that he'll have to stomach it all alone.

Whatever's going on exactly.

We could keep me looking through his accounts in mind, as a last resort option if nothing else works

But I'd say that you continue to try to make him talk to you

Show him that you're there for him no matter what, maybe that'll already help for him to open up about whatever is going on

But I suppose you're already doing that...

Does he have an appointment with his therapist any time soon?

Yes

The day after tomorrow

Then we'll see how that appointment goes and if nothing improves, we can talk further about potentially getting involved.

Because it really doesn't help anyone when he's getting flamed online and just bottles it all up...

Especially not Ilya

Okay, sounds good.

Or well, good enough...

I know you're worried about him, I am too.

But trying to push him to give you an answer really won't help anyone right now...

I know that...

I just wish I could do more

But thank you for the advice, Harris

I appreciate it

No need to thank me.

Figuring out how to handle situations like these, is part of my job after all

Keep me updated please :)

Will do.

Sorry, I really have to go now or I'll keep the team waiting even longer

Even though, I don't even want to go anymore...

I understand that.

Trust me, I really do.

But at least try to have fun, okay?

It's what Ilya would want

And this team exercise could really help to improve morale :)

As long as you don't try to kill each other, I suppose

I'll try my best

Bye Harris

Bye Shane :)






  
    Chapter End Notes

    ilya being a puzzle genius is so canon to me and if you disagree, you're just wrong 🩷
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    Chapter Notes

      hi hi hi!!!
as usual, i wanted this chapter to come out a few days ago already, but turns out this was much harder to write than i anticipated lol
writing down the notes was easy, but well... it's ready now so who cares, right?
like the last one, this chapter deals with depression. our boy ilya's going through it right now, but it's getting better soon, i promise!
the dialogues and text messages set in italics are spoken in russian btw :)

enjoy the chapter <3


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Ilya couldn't lie, being able to cuddle Anya while still in bed, without Shane getting mad, felt like a dream. Or, it would've felt like a dream, if he could at least try to enjoy this moment. Anya, his perfect girl, snuggled her body against his, definitely enjoying the freedom her other Dad has granted her. But the same couldn't be said about him.
Ilya eyes constantly shifted from the clock on the bedroom wall to the cold, white ceiling, getting mad at every minute that passed without him being able to get up. He just continued to lie there. Still. Like he was paralyzed. It's stupid, he thought. It absolutely infuriated him that some stupid people on the internet had so much power over him. They shouldn't be able to make him feel this way. Make him hate himself for choosing to live his life however he wanted to. For choosing his husband.
He should be proud of what he has accomplished. Be proud of who he is. But the loud insults and threats of strangers that he would never even meet or who would never dare to repeat the same words to his face, overtook every piece of pride that he had bundled up in his heart right now. It was dumb, he knew that. But right now it was more frustrating than anything. For the first time in an hour, he turned around.
He had to fight the urge to pick up his phone again. By now it was lying on the floor, the constant vibrations of the notifactions being responsible for that. Ilya didn't know why he even had any sort of notifaction alert enabled, when all he would receive was hate.
He should just turn it off, or at the very least go through his settings to mute every unimportant app, but he didn't. Because if he would even dare to look at his phone right now, he would immediately go to check his mentions and private messages on the different social media platforms. He was just noisy like that. And despite his current state, he still had too much pride than let hate destroy him further.
But if he would've checked his phone, he would've seen that it was not just negative messages that he'd receive. Right now, he was missing something rather important.
----
The Hollander(-Rozanov) family 🌙☀️

David
Boys, did you forget to drop off Anya again?
Yuna
Again??
God, these boys would forget their own heads if they weren't attached to their bodies...
David
While I don't encourage this happening over and over again, you should cut them some slack, my dear.
Anya's their first child after all.
And besides, we also forgot Shane at the grocery store once.
Nobody's perfect.
Yuna
That really wasn't necessary for them to know, David.
David
Well, too late :-P
@Shane @Ilya I'll come by your house to check on her, hope that's okay with you. :-)
Yuna
They probably don't have their phones in the Escape Room.
David
Oh true, well...
Then I hope they'll check their messages after. :-)

----
If Ilya would've seen the messages in the Hollander family group chat—that he was added to—he could've told David and Yuna that he was at home. That there was no need to come over and check on Anya. That everything was fine.
He should've had the strength to do that, so he wouldn't be forced to face anyone. But he didn't.
He could also just ignore David, pretend that Anya really was alone at home. It wasn't the first time that they forgot to drop her off at her grandparent's house when they had plans. Would be a good excuse. Not one that would work for right now, though.
Ilya heard the door open downstairs. Both David and Yuna have spare keys, obviously. It had to be one of them. And Anya didn't even think about moving out of her comfortable position on Shane and Ilya's bed. So it had to be a sound familiar to her too. She would not be a good guard dog, Ilya thought to himself, almost daring to chuckle.
She didn't move, not even when David called for her a few minutes after he arrived. Ilya wished that she did, so he could really pretend to not be home, while Anya is cared for.
But unfortunately, David Hollander was a thoughtful man. Probably the most thoughtful man he has ever met, aside from his husband. But Shane obviously had to get it from somewhere. That someone being his father, of course.
David started looking around the house in search for Anya, careful to not overstep any boundaries or invade anyone's privacy. He could hear David's footsteps approaching the bedroom door. Every step closer making Ilya more and more nervous. Even though, there was absolutely nothing to be nervous about. David Hollander was one of the most supportive people he has ever had the pleasure of meeting.
If David would see him right now, he would probably know exactly what to do or say to cheer him up. Problem is, he didn't want to be cheered up right now. He felt like he didn't deserve it. He just wanted to be left alone.
As if Anya could finally hear Ilya's internal monologue—that was begging for her to make a sound or reveal her presence to David—she jumped off the bed and ran out the door, that Shane had left ajar when he left earlier. She pushed it open with her paw and leaped right into David's arms.
"Oh, there you are, my darling," Ilya heard from the hallway. The sound of excited jumps echoed across the room, she was very excited to see her grandpa, it seemed. First ignore him, then happy to see him. Reminds me of Shane when he is being bratty. Just the thought of Shane somehow started to lift his mood. But not enough to show face to David.
Fortunately, David had found who he was looking for and went back downstairs, followed by Anya. The pit-pat sound of her paws to be heard all the way down the stairs. She was a loud walker, just like her Papa.
Her Papa who was wasting the day away in bed, because of people being mean to him on the Internet. Honestly, such a stupid thing to be upset about, but there's no point in getting annoyed at his stupidity all over again. Ilya just knew that he'd have to grow thicker skin before he and Shane have kids at some point in their shared future.
Obviously, he also has to be present in Anya's life and take care of her just as he would of a human child. But Anya for one, sleeps better than a baby would, he was sure of it. If their child would be anything like one of the Pike kids, sleeping through the night would be an issue they'd have to work on. And since Hayden would unfortunately be a big part of their kids' lives—a big influence on their kids' life—it seemed like an unavoidable thing for their future. Something they should already be preparing for.
But why was he even thinking of Hayden now? As if he wasn't already feeling bad enough. They're obviously not friends. Ew, Hayden Pike. Horrible, stupid person. Worst player on the Ottawa Centaurs, and so on. But anyway.
Ilya paid close attention to the noises coming from downstairs—hoping that David would leave soon—so he could finally get up. He was determined to get out of bed now. Thinking about his future plans with Shane and how his current behaviour would be unacceptable, he received a sudden burst of energy that he wanted to use before it disappears again. Wouldn't be the first time something like that happens, after all.
Eventually, he stopped hearing sounds from anywhere in the house. Which to him meant that David left and most likely took Anya with him. That would be his chance to get out of bed, get some food and then relocate to the living room, to continue wallowing in self-pity.
He went downstairs, only to be spotted immediately. "Oh hey, Ilya. I didn't know you were home." Turns out David hasn't left yet, but instead was sitting on the floor with his legs crossed, happily watching Anya play with her favorite toy. "Why didn't you say anything earlier?"
"Was upstairs with headphones, sorry," he lied, and by the look David gave him, he saw right through Ilya's lie. So he quickly added, "I am ok though," doing his best to keep his answers as short as possible, with the hope that the conversation would be over more quickly if he did.
But he underestimated exactly how inquisitive David Hollander could be. Ilya obviously looked quite disheveled from spending the past few hours just tossing and turning in bed, he knew that himself. His hair scruffy, not a single defined curls—as it would be normal for him—and his eyes puffy and red. Everyone could tell that something was off with him. David was not an exception.
"I was about to go home, just wanted to let Anya out to do her business real quick, but then got distracted. She's so cute. Are you sure everything's fine though? You don't look okay, son," The Hollanders are a very caring bunch, he had to give them that. His family would've just ignored him. Cussed him out for being weak, even. Not asking about his well-being for reassurance.
"Yes, I am sure and-" Ilya paused, his eyes widened. He just realized what happened.
David Hollander spoke Russian. Perfect Russian without an accent, like it was the most normal thing in the world. Because it should be the most normal thing to him. The language he grew up with, his mother's language. The language he has refused to speak for the entire past week.
"You speak Russian now?"
"Was it any good? I was a little worried that I said the wrong thing, or maybe my accent was off, when you replied to me in English just now," David laughed, "I started learning a few years ago, but was always a little nervous to speak it with you. But Svetlana encouraged me to try when I talked to her at your wedding."
Svetlana, his Sveta, encouraged his father-in-law to speak Russian with him. Because he has been learning the language for a few years now. Ilya tried to wrap his mind around this new information.
"It was very good. So good, I did not even notice at first. Felt very natural," he tried his hardest to not get even more emotional than he already was. But he couldn't lie, he was incredibly touched by David. It was already a big deal when he learned that Shane had learned Russian for him, but David? That took him by surprise. He was not used to a father caring about anyone but himself. "Why did you start learning?"
"To be able to talk to you in your native language, of course." Of course, like the answer should've been obvious to Ilya. "After learning about your and Shane's relationship, I started researching. Learning a lot of things about Russia. Lots of not so great things, as you probably know all too well already. And well, I realized that there will probably come a time when you won't be able to go back to Russia and that thought made me very sad for you. I didn't want you to have to give up on your culture, just because you can't return anymore."
Ilya took in all of this information, just how thoughtful David was and because of it, it was getting more and more difficult for him to not start crying. So far he still succeeded.
"But there's more," David got up from the living room floor and went over to the kitchen, Ilya following close by. "I mentioned that I talked to Svetlana at the wedding, right? She didn't just give me a push to try and talk to you in Russian. She also gave me a handwritten recipe book that her father sent her. Obviously, I'm not that good at Russian yet, so she translated it for me. And also wrote down where I can buy the best ingredients to make them taste as authentic as possible. I tried something earlier today," He took three containers out of the fridge and placed them in front of Ilya on the island counter.
"I wanted to sneak the food into the fridge for you and Shane to find later, as a little surprise. But since you're already here, I thought you could give it a try right now. If you want, of course."
Ilya just stared at David for a moment. He was still hung up on the part about the recipe book. Handwritten, in Russian, found by Svetlana's father. It sounded familiar to him. Too familiar.
"I will the try food, but first I have to know, what do you know about the recipe book?"
"Not much, Svetlana only said that her father found it hidden in one of the bookshelves in his study. And that it was very important to you." Very important to him, indeed. Probably the most important thing, together with the necklace hanging around his neck.
Because it belonged to his mother.
It was one of the only things he managed to grab, before his father threw everything out. He hid it at Svetlana's house, because he knew that his father wouldn't find it there.
He took the first bite and the emotions just came crushing down on him. It tasted exactly like he remembered it. Like home.
----
Sveta 😍❤️‍🔥

you are perfect
best friend anyone could ever ask for
i love you so much
Should I be worried?
I have your husband and his mother on speed dial
Do NOT even think about doing anything stupid right now
I am so serious, Ilyusha
i am not doing anything stupid and also not planning to, i swear
but i heard from papa david that you a had chat with him at my wedding
about russian culture
and about my mamas recipe book
Ah yes, I was wondering when he will tell you about the book
Hiding it in my father's study was very smart.
But, I have to ask...
When did you hide it there?
shortly after my mama died
That is almost 20 years ago now, Ilyusha
i know
i had to act quickly, because my father immediately started throwing out everything that was hers
could only save her necklace and one recipe book
had to put it somewhere where he would never look
i never forgot that it was there
but thought i missed chance to get it back
I am glad that my father found it and sent it to me
i am too
very glad
thank you for everything sveta
i love you ❤️
I love you too, Ilyusha
Forever ❤️

~~~~
Papa David ☀️

I hope you enjoy the rest of the food and please be sure to get some more rest.
I'll give the other recipes a try too, so you can try them next time you and Shane come over. :-)
And I also want to say that by now I've spent more time loving you like a son, than I ever have spent hating you as Shane's rival.
Never forget that.
I love you, son.






  
    Chapter End Notes

    I LOVE MY CLOSE PERSONAL FRIEND DAVID HOLLANDER!!!!!!
so happy he finally made his formal debut to this fic series. he doesn't do much in the canon material, but i adore him anyway and ilya deserves to have a good father figure for once!!!!!
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    Chapter Notes

      i'm back again with another chapter, yippppeeeee!!!

though, yippee may not be the right word for it lol
this one's pretty sad, i apologize
ilya's opening up about what he has been going through and is getting some help!!
so like the previous chapters, this one deals with depression and also mentions suicide (irina gets referenced / mentioned a few times)

heavy topics, yes, but i hope you enjoy this chapter anyway :)
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  великолепные девушки + ilyusha

hello ladies
Jackie
Hey honey!!
Caitlin
Hi Ilya :)
Wait-
How do you have your phone?
Aren't you and the guys doing an Escape Room thingy today?
yes, the team is there doing a bonding exercise today
but i stayed home
did not feel like going out
Caitlin
Aww no :(
Are you okay?
not really
Jackie
I'm so sorry to hear that...
Do you need anything?
Caitlin
Literally anything...
I can be on my way to your house in less than 5 minutes if you need me to be
no, is ok
papa david was here earlier and he already helped a lot
but i have to talk to someone about this
someone who is not shane
Caitlin
Sounds serious...
yes very
can you promise me that you will not tell anyone?
especially not shane
Caitlin
Lips are sealed!
Jackie
I promise too :)
Svetlana
Why do you not want Shane to know?
is about coming out plans
things are shit for me right now but i do not want him to change his mind because of it
there is no going back for me anyway
Svetlana
Ok.
I will promise not to say anything to your husband.
If you promise that you will tell him about the things that are burdening you.
i just said why i do not want to say anything to him
learn to read sveta
Svetlana
Shut up, Ilyusha
He is your husband
You literally promised to always be honest to each other
In front of over 20 witnesses
Caitlin
She's right and you know it
Jackie
Before you deny it
I have videos of your wedding vows.
That I will share if I have to.
Caitlin
Jackie and her evidence videos always coming in clutch.
Love to see it 🙂‍↕️
ok ok fine
i will tell shane eventually
but not today
Caitlin
That's all we're asking for!
You shouldn't have to carry whatever is burdening you all on your own ❤️
yes...
but i just want to rant for now
if you will listen to me
please
Jackie
We will ❤️
ok
please do not interrupt either
Jackie
🤐
Caitlin
🤐
Svetlana
🤐
ok
first i want to say that i do not think that coming out is bad idea
i want to be able to kiss shane in public
say i love you with other people around without having to fear anything
hold his hand when we go to the grocery store
i want to love him loudly
i want the whole world to know about our love
and i also want the world to know about how badly shane was treated in montreal
and hayden, too
expose them for being the bigoted assholes that they are
watch them suffer, like shane suffered because of them
i want to have babies with shane eventually
more dogs too. anya needs siblings
i want all of it
a bright future with my love
i swear
but i underestimated how difficult all of this would be. i thought we would just post about our love and everyone would be happy
was very naive of me
i am sure that hayden and evan have told you that i was acting weird all week
did not smile much, did not joke.
did not act "normal"
did not say single word in russian all week, either
closest to me speaking russian was saying svetas name out loud once when she called me a few days ago
i feel like i have lost the right to speak russian after announcing my canadian citizenship
because people told me i have
hundreds of angry people are yelling at me online
that i am a traitor
that i am a poor excuse of a man for supporting the gay community
that i am abandoning my country
my family
that i do not deserve to be happy anymore because i have betrayed myself, my country and everything that i should care for
i tried so hard to ignore everything
read and move on
put on happy face that everyone wants to see
proud and confident ilya
not a broken man because of mean words online
but the comments are starting to eat me alive
i cannot ignore it anymore
i also cannot go back to russia anymore
ever
i thought it would not bother me.
that i am done with russia but it still hit me hard when i realized
but i am not man without country anymore like i was before
i am canadian now and proud of it
but i was also proud to be russian before
i feel empty now even though i should feel whole
and i do not know how to fix it
i started to ignore every comment or message i got
but it is so many messages that i cannot just ignore anymore
more people are upset that i am no longer russian than being supportive of the gay community actually
is ridiculous
this whole situation is ridiculous
it bothers me so much that i cannot move
i feel trapped without a way out
like my team in the escape room
with the difference that they have a way out
they can solve riddles and find clues to get out
but i cannot get out
even if i ask for help from harris, yuna, david, shane or literally anyone else
it will never go fully away
hate will still be loud
so loud that i get trapped in my head over and over and over and over again
so loud that i cannot get out of bed
so loud that i cannot move or talk
not even to shane
i am supposed to tell him everything
swore that i will
but if i tell him he will rethink the plan
change his mind
then all of this would be for nothing
the only thing that helps me right now is the thought that there is happiness with shane in our future
i want everyone online to go away
i want to ask for help
but i do not know if anyone can help me
i am scared that bottling it up more will cause damage that cannot be fixed
i am scared that i get tired of life.
scared of everything.
like my mama
i do not want to end up like my mama
i am very afraid of my brain.
am done now
sorry for many texts
Caitlin
Okay, my first reaction is that I absolutely hate those fucking people who make you feel like that
So loud and proud behind their little screens.
Saying all of these things that they would never even dare to say to your face...
Jackie
I agree, absolutely pathetic behaviour...
From those people of course, not you Ilya.
Never you.
I'm so sorry that you have to go through all of that.
Svetlana
That explains why you did not speak Russian with me on the phone
I was already worried then, but did not want to say anything in case it was me reading into it...
i am sorry for worrying you
Svetlana
Do not apologize.
This is a heavy baggage to carry all on your own.
I just wish that you would have said something sooner...
Caitlin
I know this must've been difficult for you, but thank you so much for telling us
And while I understand why you don't want Shane to know, you have to tell him
You're worried that he'll change his mind about the outing, I get that
But I promise you your well-being is more important to him than that
Jackie
Yes, definitely.
And I know that coming out is the plan, but no one benefits from you being harassed
Or anyone being harassed, really
Svetlana
And like you said, it is already too late for you
There is no way for you to return to Russia after showing support of the Queer Community and becoming a Canadian citizen
Completely calling off the plan would mean that you are enduring all of this for nothing
And Shane will understand that too
i do not know if i can repeat everything that i have said to him
writing is easier than speaking right now
Jackie
Then let him read your messages
That way you won't have to repeat yourself
ok
i will do that
Caitlin
Harris has access to your accounts, doesn't he?
Has he said something to you about the influx of messages?
he asked me about it, the day after the post went live
i told him that everything is ok and then asked to not snoop around in my accounts anymore
that i am not planning anything
Caitlin
And he agreed?
he said that he will not look anymore
Caitlin
Okay, okay...
You said that you don't know what to do, but would you be open to listen to our suggestions?
Jackie
You don't have to do anything that you don't want to, of course.
But listening to our ideas could maybe help already
yes, ok
tell me your ideas
Caitlin
I think that you should tell more people about what's going on
And by more people, I mean the team, other SAPs, Yuna and David, Harris, especially your therapist and of course Shane
You have a supportive system behind you, so let us help
You don't have to carry all of this by yourself
Jackie
I understand that it's hard to ask for help, but you already did the scariest step.
You opened up and shared what is burdening you.
The more people that know about it, the bigger your shield against the hate will be
Sounds cheesy, I know
But we all love and support you
Caitlin
So much
Svetlana
And you are also not your mother, Ilyusha
Your Mama, bless her soul, did not have a village protecting her. 
She did not have people to lean on, aside from you.
But you were just a boy and she did not want to burden a child with her very heavy problems.
She did not know another way out, but you do.
You are scared that you will end up like her, leave the world before it is your time, if the hate continues.
It worries you, but it also worries us.
I will not let you down, I promise.
Neither will Caitlin or Jackie
Or the Hollanders
Or the team
Not even Princess Bitch Boy Pike would leave you alone after hearing about your struggles
No matter how much he pretends to not like you
We all care about you
My darling Ilyusha ❤️
Jackie
Exactly!
I can only agree to everything that Svetlana said.
And also what Caitlin said, of course.
Except for Hayden's nickname maybe, but anyway...
but what will telling other people do?
i do not see how it will help me with this situation
no one but me and sveta even speaks russian
Svetlana
Do not forget David, he speaks Russian too
Pretty much fluent
And Shane's Russian is very good too
Yuna is also improving, she has been taking lessons with me, as well
Your Russian family may be broken or gone, but your Russian speaking family is right by your side over in Ottawa ❤️
Caitlin
That was very nicely put, Svetlana ❤️
oh.
yes.
i forgot.
but what if speaking up makes things even worse?
Jackie
I don't see how things can get worse, to be fully honest.
You're suffering from this heavy weight, it will eventually fully crush you
Let other's lighten the load for you
And if the backlash gets louder again, you speak up again
You will NEVER annoy us, or anyone you open up to
You hear me, Ilya?
yes, i do
thank you jacks
thank you cait
thank you sveta
i love you
Svetlana
That is not how you say it, Ilyusha
what?
Svetlana
You know what I mean.
ah yes
of course
я тебя люблю
большое спасибо
Svetlana
Пожалуйста ❤️
Я тоже тебя люблю ❤️
Caitlin
We love you, Ilya!! ❤️❤️
Jackie
So much!!❤️❤️






  
    Chapter End Notes

    i also didn't intend for this sequel fic to deal with heavy topics like this, but i feel like they have to be addressed. i can't promise that this angsty arc will be done by the next chapter, but i don't plan for it to continue for too long. i want to get to the fun stuff, but also don't want to completely rush through this very important emotional arc for Ilya :)

russian translations:

великолепные девушки - gorgeous girls
я тебя люблю - i love you
большое спасибо - thank you very much
Пожалуйста - you're welcome
Я тоже тебя люблю - i love you too
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    Chapter Notes

      i hope you enjoy the chapter! <3


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Cens 🏒💪🥅



Chouinard

Okay, I have to say that I really didn't expect today to go as well as it did

I was fully prepared for all of us to end up hating each other once it's over

Pike

It probably went that well because Rozanov wasn't there

He would've been an ass about it

I just know it

Hollzy

Hayden Pike.

No chirping today.

Remember, I have your wife on speed dial.

Pike

Okay yes.

I'm kidding, of course.

Sorry Rozanov

I didn't mean it

Bood

Wow Hollzy

It's not just Roz who you're walking like a dog, I see

Dykstra

Without any fucking effort, too

You have my respect

Hollzy

I can add more leashes to the batch still.

Again, don't test me.

Bood

Okay damn 😭

Dykstra

Noted.

Hazy

Kinky 🫢

Hollzy

😐

Marlow

Taking the words out of my mouth, Wy 😏

Anyway, like I said earlier

With Ilya the Puzzle Master, we would've been out of there even quicker than we already were

Dykstra

I'm sorry, but I don't really see him being all that good at puzzles like that

Hollzy

That's because you've never been to any Hollander-Rozanov family game nights

Marlow

Exactly

Never underestimate Russia's greatest love machine

Not only does he look like a Greek God

And is one of the best Hockey players of his generation

That man is also smart as fuck

Hollzy

Sometimes I really wonder, if I should start to worry about you trying to steal my husband, Cliff.

Marlow

Well 😏

Just kidding, I already had my experiences with him

He's all yours

Hollzy

... Thank you?

Dykstra

Well, I'm looking forward to see him in action then

At puzzles, I mean

Marlow

I mean that generally speaking by the way, not just puzzles and riddles

Hollzy

^

He's legitimately the smartest man I know

And I'm not just saying that because he's my husband

Bood

Yeah Evan, not everyone's a stupid knucklehead like you. Roz is hella smart.

Wait-

@Shane y'all do game nights like that? Where's my invite? :(

Hollzy

You can come next time if you feel like losing every single game in existence :)

We're hosting a game night at least once a month at our house

Mainly because my mom insists

Dykstra

And of course, one does not say no to Yuna Hollander

Hollzy

Yes, exactly

And I just love winning too much

Pike

Like mother, like son

Pike

You mean like parents, like son

David is also competitive as hell

He almost threw fists at me once, after I beat him in his favorite card game

Hollzy

He should've hit you

It's obvious that you cheated

Marlow

GASP Shane Hollander-Rozanov how DARE you accuse ME of cheating???

I am shocked and appalled

DISGUSTED even

Hollzy

Cliff Marlow.

Marlow

Okay FINE 🙄

I lost 10 times in a row, just needed one win and he couldn't even give me that

Pike

The Hollanders don't let anyone win, you should know that by now 

Marlow

That's unfortunately very true...

And Shane, I know that you're unbeatable at Poker and card games alike

But we all know that you sure as hell are NOT winning at Clue

Hollzy

What the fuck is that supposed to mean??

Pike

😬

Marlow

😬

Hollzy

What???

How could you possibly know that I'm bad at solving puzzles?

You didn't even listen to any suggestions that I had today...

Marlow

Because we didn't need to, buddy

Hollzy

???

Bood

I mean, I also wasn't super helpful today

But I didn't spend almost 30 minutes trying to make sense of a sentence written on the wall

Hollzy

It could've been a clue???

If anyone would've helped me decipher it, it could've been helpful

Marlow

Shane

Sweetie

Light of Ilya's life

Hollzy

What.

Marlow

It was a safety sign

That had nothing to do with the riddles

The instructor told us before she locked us in

Hollzy

Oh

It still could've helped

shane, you have to accept that sometimes the curtains are just blue

Hollzy

And what's that supposed to mean now??

not everything has a super deep meaning, sometimes it is just what it is

in this case, it was safety sign

Hollzy

... Fine, I accept defeat

I just tried to help :(

i am sure you did, my love

very sure actually ❤️

Hollzy

I'd appreciate a less condescending tone

all said with love

i love you ❤️

Hollzy

I love you too ❤️

Marlow

WHIPPED 🫵🏻

shut up marley

Bood

Hey Roz!!

We missed you today

Hope you're doing better

i am ok

sorry for not saying anything before

and missing fun team outing

Dykstra

No need to apologize, we're just glad that you're doing better

But you definitely have to join us next time

It was loads of fun and with you it would've probably been even better

Hazy

Wow Evan. Don't slip 😂

Dykstra

Shut the fuck up Hazy

Hazy

😘

----
my shane 💍❤️🥰



Hey ❤️

Are you really okay?

no, i am not

but i do not want team to know yet

I'm so sorry, Ilya...

Is there anything I can do to help?

get your cute butt and pretty freckles home and cuddle me

please ❤️

Will be home in 15 minutes tops ❤️

Do you want me to pick up some food before I come home?

no need for that

papa david brought homemade russian food when he was here earlier

very delicious

but very big portions

we will eat from it for days i think

Oh nice, I'm excited to try it ❤️

You texted him then?

no. i did not need to

he came to check on anya because we did not drop her off

he brought food to surprise us because he thought we are not home 

Oh shit, yeah that completely slipped my mind

I wanted to text them that you stayed home, but I was already running late and then I just forgot

I'm sorry, Ilya

I know that you would have preferred to be left alone today

no is ok

papa david cheered me up a lot actually

I'm very glad to hear it :)

yes

also your papa is speaking better russian than you

so good i did not even notice he was speaking a different language

he is a natural

I'm not surprised, honestly

It's my Dad and his language learning apps against the world after all

i am very happy to have him in my life

your mama too of course

both of them

And they're very happy to have you in their lives too

Me too, of course

Can't wait to finally be home and hug you

I love you so much ❤️

i love you too

drive safe ❤️

~~~~
When Shane got home, he found Ilya lying on the sofa with his eyes glued to his phone. Anya was gently snoring, sleeping comfortably between Ilya's legs. They probably have been like this for a while. Ilya didn't even notice that Shane was home.
It was a nice visual to come home to. Comfortable and domestic. Shane's little family, content in their home. Though it was a rare sight to see Ilya so engulfed by his phone. He was more so avoiding to even look at it these days, for reasons still unclear to him.
"I'm home," Shane announced, his husband's face lighting up instantly. Despite only being out for about four hours, Ilya had missed him. Missed him so much in fact, that Ilya couldn't help himself, but immediately pull Shane into a deep hug. As if he hasn't been able to touch him for years. To then make it more comfortable for both of them, Shane then climbed onto Ilya's lap, his arms still wrapped around him.
For a rather long time they just stayed that way. Enjoying each other's touch, the closeness that came with it. And Anya watched them like a little hawk, her piercing blue eyes not letting her dads out of sight. But eventually Ilya broke the comfortable, yet thick silence.
"I need to tell you something very important. Why I am acting weird lately," he started, his voice shaky. Even though he promised his girls that he would tell Shane about what was bothering him, actually doing it was more difficult than it should be. Shane would obviously be supportive of him, give him everything that he needed in this moment. But after all these years of promised honesty, he was struggling.
He'd rather always only have an easy time. A happy time with Shane, but that's not how life works sometimes.
He struggled to find the right words, like he thought he would. Luckily, he remembered Jackie's suggestion. He opened the group chat with Jackie, Caitlin and Svetlana on his phone and scrolled back to his big wall of text, before handing the phone to Shane. "Please read, I cannot say it out loud."
Shane nodded, his eyes becoming attached to the screen, as he slowly scrolled through the messages that Ilya had instructed him to read. With every word he read, it became more difficult for Shane to hold back his tears.
Ilya had carried this heavy weight on his own for over a week. His husband worried about so much and hasn't said a word to him about it. Shane felt horrible.
He has reached the end of the messages. He decided to not read past what Ilya had showed him, no matter how curious he was about the replies from the other group chat members, he couldn't be nosy right now.
He locked Ilya's phone, gently placed it on the couch next to them, and wordlessly pulled Ilya back into a hug.
"I am sorry that I have not said-"
"You have nothing to apologise for," Shane interrupted him. "Thank you for telling me now. We'll figure this out, I swear," he left small kisses all over Ilya's face, because Shane knew how much he loved it. "You won't have to carry this alone anymore. I've got you."
And for the first time in a week, Ilya had hope that everything would turn out okay after all. Obviously Shane can't make the hate disappear, but at least he didn't feel like it was overtaking him anymore.





  
    Chapter End Notes

    Ilya deserves all the smooches 😙😙


  


      

  












      Chapter 10
  



    Chapter Notes

      hi!!
i'm glad to announce that i'm finally back working on this fic.
in case you have missed the previous (now deleted) "chapter", which was really only an author's note and me yapping about the future of this fic, i decided to remake (or remaster?) this fic. I deleted a bunch of chapters, to rewrite the story. make it fit my expectations that i've had for it better. hopefully.

i also decided that the angst storyline with ilya from chapters 6-9 will continue and become an important part for the rest of the fic. i managed to tie it in perfectly with the rest of my plans, and it will also highlight, not just his relationship with shane, but also with the cens. which i always love. cens found family my beloved <3

anyway, because of this decision, this chapter is also quite angsty. TW Alexei Rozanov mention (I'm so sorry)

i hope you enjoy the chapter <3


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Ilya 💍❤️🥰



shane, i know i am irresistible

but you have to stop staring at me

I'm not staring at you

I'm paying attention to the meeting

As you should too

i can physically feel your eyes on me

No, you don't

shane

...I'm sorry

But I don't know if I can just stop

normally i love it when you stare at me with your gorgeous boba eyes

but you are not undressing me with your eyes right now

like you should

you are looking at me like i am going to break once you look away

I know, I'm sorry

I'm just worried about you

I can't stop thinking about your messages

i am not going to break

or go away

But what if you do?

i will not

i promise

i am ok

so you can stop staring at me

No, but what IF you do?

i am not broken now

and i will not break ever

i swear

i am as strong as a bear

I wasn't insinuating that you would break

Well, at least not that I'm expecting it to happen

I know that you're strong and that you'll get through this mess

everything is ok then?

No

what do you mean no?

You're still getting messages and threats

I see you flinch every time you open Twitter

you have been constantly staring at me for a while now, huh?

am so very sexy, is understandable that you cannot keep your eyes off me

I mean, obviously you are

But please don't change the topic

It's really important to me that we'll talk about it again

And also discuss what we should do to make the messages stop

will go away on its own

But what if it won't?

not this again

Ilya...

I'm serious

We don't have to tell the team if you don't feel comfortable with it

But we should at least tell Harris

Social Media Management is literally his job

That applies here

shane, this is my problem

i will fix it alone

there is no "we" in this

Yes, there absolutely is a "we" in this

When we got married, your problems became my problems and vice versa

that does not have to apply to everything, though

I know, but it really should apply here

I'm very sorry for being pushy about this, but I have issues understanding you right now

Two days ago, you were so open to the idea of asking for help...

I'm just so confused

What changed?

nothing changed

i am all good

could not be better actually

Baby...

Please don't lie to me

Something happened and I need to know what

I'm your husband and I only want what's best for you

You know that, right?

i know that

i am sorry sweetheart

So... What changed?

my brother texted me again

"What?!" Shane accidentally said out loud; everyone in the room suddenly turning their heads to him. And while everyone looked only at Shane his eyes were focused on Ilya.
And Ilya only.
"You good, Hollzy?" Bood asked. He, as well as the other guys, were not sure how to react to Shane's sudden outburst. They all looked at him with worried expressions, while no one seemed to pay attention to Ilya. Who they should actually focus on, Shane thought.
"I- I'm so sorry," he stuttered, as he abruptly got up from his chair; flustered by his very unprofessional behaviour. "I need to talk to Ilya. Right now. In private," he glanced over to his husband, nodding his head into the direction of the door.
Without a word, Ilya got up as well and followed his husband outside.
Shane was sure that their teammates would make their own assumptions about his weird behaviour; neither him nor Ilya were very secretive with their phones, after all.
They'll think that Shane and Ilya were probably sexting to then sneak away to hook up in some storage closet—it definitely wouldn't be the first time—and normally Shane would get incredibly embarrassed by that. Especially by the comments that were most likely to follow, once they get back to the meeting room. He couldn't care less about that right now, though.
Shane took the lead in this situation—Ilya simply followed him, without any complaint—and to put some distance between them and their team, he decided that they would have their conversation in the locker room. Hopefully this way no one would overhear them, before Ilya was ready to share what has been going on lately with the team.
"You know that the guys probably think that we will fuck right now," Ilya sat down on the bench; purposefully spreading his legs in the way, he knows would drive Shane crazy. And while that would work almost too well in normal circumstances, Shane couldn't be in a less sexy mood.
Shane simply chose to ignore his husband's antics, to ask the hard question; one he had hoped he would never have to ask ever again.
"Your brother contacted you again?"
Ilya knew that playing it off as "not a big deal" wouldn't work now; Shane wouldn't stop pushing until he got a proper answer from him.

He wanted it to piss him off, but it didn't. He loved that his husband cared about him, so much that it started to infuriate him.
"He did, yes," he confirmed, begrudgingly. "He texted me again yesterday."
"What did his message say?"
"Is not important."
"Oh, but it's so important," Shane protested. "That's probably the most important thing for me to know right now."
"Shane," he begged, but Shane didn't let loose.
"Ilya. Please tell me."
He really wanted to keep these messages a secret; never tell Shane—or anyone—about them. He should've never even mentioned that Alexei had texted him again.
Many regrets were floating around in his head, but staying quiet now would only cause more issues.
He opened the text thread on his phone and handed it over to Shane. The thread consisted of only three messages, but there didn't need to be any more.
засранец (DO NOT TEXT OR CALL)



our mother would be disgusted by you

she would fucking hate you

disgusting piece of shit

With those three messages, Alexei broke something deep in Ilya's heart. His asshole brother had done it again.
After years of no contact, he let his brother get to him again.
"I will kill him," Shane muttered through gritted teeth; irrationally—or rather very rationally—pissed off by the hateful messages. "How dare he speak about you and your mother like this. I will fly to Russia and kill him, I swear."
"No, you will not. You are too nice for murder and too pretty for jail, my love. My pretty Shane would not survive Russian jail." Ilya expected Shane to continue to joke about this—it's what they would usually do in uncomfortable situations like this. Shane would normally answer something like "They would have to catch me first."—but, right now, he didn't.
"Why didn't you tell me about this?"
Ilya stayed quiet. It felt like a giant lump has formed in his throat, preventing him to speak. He knew exactly why he didn't tell Shane. His husband would probably get very mad at him for his reason.
"Ilya? Speak to me," Shane kneeled down in front of his husband, gently taking Ilya's hands into his. "Please."
"I think he may be right," Ilya eventually said; quiet and ashamed.
"No, he's not," Shane squeezed Ilya's hands; his tone firm, yet kind.
"But what if he is?" He pulled his hands back, averting his eyes from Shane's worried look. "Mama died when I was twelve. She never knew that I am bi. Because I did not even know that back then, either. Alexei knew her longer than me and no matter how much I hate to admit it, he would be the one to know her better. Not me."
For a moment, there was nothing but silence between them; Shane didn't know what to say. Obviously, Ilya's assumption was absolutely preposterous. His mother would love and support him, if she was alive today. He just didn't know how to make Ilya believe that, too.
"She was Russian, lived in Russia, it is not too far-fetched to assume that she might have been..." He didn't dare to say it out loud; calling his mother homophobic—even if it's just an assumption—would break him for good. "And she was also married to my father, so maybe she-"
"Ilya, don't go there," Shane interrupted him, he saw the pain on Ilya's face. And that was only what he had allowed him to see; Shane knew it was worse on the inside for Ilya. "Don't make assumptions about your mother like that. Please."
"But why not? It could be true."
"It also could be untrue," he now sat down next to Ilya on the bench. "Don't destroy the good memories you have with your mother by wondering if she actually wasn't the person who you remember."
"He would not say it, if it was not true, I think."
"Who wouldn't say that? Your brother? The pathological liar?" Shane snapped, he accidentally got much more angry than he wanted to be. Not angry at Ilya, of course. But at the entire situation, and how Ilya had to deal with all of this alone until now.
"He could be telling the truth-"
"If your mother truly would've had a problem with it, Alexei would've said something sooner," Shane felt horrible for not letting his husband finish any of his sentences, but he couldn't just sit by and listen to Ilya hurting himself with thinking this way any more than he already did. "When we announced our charity dedicated to her. Svetlana said her father told her that his friends have asked about the charity, so it's safe to assume that your brother heard it about it as well. Knowing everything you've told me about him, he would've rubbed it in your face back then already."
"I guess," Ilya sighed. "But why is he telling me this now, then?"
"To kick you while you're already down, like the fucking asshole that he is. He saw the hate you're getting online and decided to jump on the train as well. He told you the exact thing he knew would hurt you the most, your Achilles' heel."
"My mama."
"Yes. So please don't ever believe anything that comes out of that man's mouth. It's not worth breaking your heart because of what this pathetic, poor excuse of a man says. Because from everything that I know about your mom, from both you and Svetlana, she was a beautiful, kind and loving woman.
She would've loved to see you grow into the man that you are today. She would be happy to see you being loved unconditionally and I'll selfishly assume that she also would've loved me." No matter what he would say, Shane knew that Ilya probably wouldn't be able to fully believe him right away.
Without even being anywhere near Ilya and only sending a few hateful messages, Alexei planted a seed in Ilya's head. One that would only continue to grow, whenever a memory strikes.
Ilya will always continue to wonder about the true nature of his mother; his loving and kind mother, Ilya's favorite person aside from Shane. All because of what Alexei said in a pathetic fit of rage.
It would take a while to make Ilya forget—if that was even possible—Shane was aware of that. But, just like he had promised Ilya eternal honesty during their wedding vows, he was willing and able to put in the work.
Calm the ghosts in Ilya's brain; reassure him that his mother is not the kind of person Alexei wants him to believe. Because he's wrong.
But Shane had to make sure that Alexei would never be able to do this again; cause more hurt.
"Give me your phone, please."
"What do you want to do?" Ilya handed it over immediately, no hesitance whatsoever.
"I'll take a screenshot of his messages, send them to me and Svetlana and then delete any trace of them from your phone. I don't want you to look at them or even think about them ever again," he tapped on Ilya's phone screen, while his husband carefully observed his every move. "And I'm also blocking him. You really don't need this energy in your life."
"My hero," Ilya rested his head on Shane's shoulder.
"I'm so sorry, Ilya."
"What are you sorry for, sweetheart?"
"All of this," he opened Twitter on Ilya's phone and only a few seconds of constant messages and mentions were already enough for him. "For leaving you alone with all of this for so long."
"I did not want you to know, Shane. It is not your fault for not knowing."
"I still feel like I should've known."
"Well, you are not a mind reader. How are you supposed to know what is happening in my head, when I do not let you in to see it for yourself?"
"I mean, that's true, but still. I'm sorry."
"Polite Canadian's always apologize too much," he let out a weak chuckle, before wrapping his arms around Shane, "I am sorry, too. For not telling you about his messages immediately."
Shane pressed a kiss on his husband's temple and gently caressed his cheek. "We'll figure it out, I promise. But we can't do this alone."
"Yes, I know. We will tell Harris and," he paused for a brief moment, as if he had to brace himself for what he was about to say, "the team, too."
"Are you sure you want them to know already?"
"I do not know if I am exactly ready for it, but when we go back to the meeting, they will see that we do not have the usual post-sex glow and probably ask questions," Ilya shrugged; and couldn't help but let a chuckle escape his mouth, when he saw the bright shade of pink that crept up his darling husband's cheeks.
"I don't know what'll be more awkward, them assuming we ran off from the meeting to have sex, or them realizing that we didn't," Shane laughed, before getting up from the bench. "Guess there's only one way to find out," he held out his hand.
"They will not think differently of me, right?"
"Of course not, they're your family, your real family," he made sure to emphasise, "and they only want the best for you."
"Ok."
Ilya eventually took Shane's hand and together they walked back to the meeting room, where their team was waiting for their return. Definitely to make fun of them; chirp them for sneaking away in the middle of a metting.
But all potential jokes and chirps froze midair, before anyone could even say anything, when they saw Ilya and Shane's serious faces.
The air was tense and no one dared to even mutter a single word at first, until Cliff chose to bite the bullet and be the first one to speak.
"After all you've made me go through, you're better not getting fucking divorced," he barked, half-jokingly; not quite sure how to interpret his friends' expressions.
"Shut up, Marley. No divorce, ever actually. But there is something very important I have to address," Ilya glanced over to Coach Wiebe; who signaled him that he was okay with Ilya taking over. Everything important was already addressed while the couple was gone, after all.
"Ok, so..."
And thus Ilya explained everything. The aftermath of the Pride Post and his new citizenship announcement. How he tried to endure everything in silence; on his own. He explained why he had refused to speak Russian for the entire time; and also mentioned the messages from his brother.
He put all cards on the table; even exposed the unwanted hidden "ace" up his sleeve—his brother's hateful messages, that he actually didn't want anyone to ever know about; not even Shane— because he simply couldn't keep up the charade anymore.
It was hard, and he hated all the looks of worry from everyone in the room; looking at him like he was broken or something like that. But deep down he knew that it was necessary. That they will help him. That he finally doesn't have to carry everything alone anymore.
That they loved him unconditionally.
 





  
    Chapter End Notes

    i thought of adding the question "what if irina was actually homophobic?" to this fic, this chapter specifically, after i saw a tiktok about it by skylar (@skyj80).
while i like to believe irina actually is the perfect angel that ilya says she is, it's a very interesting concept to think about. so i made poor ilya think about it (again, i'm sorry)
it was this tiktok in particular: https://vm.tiktok.com/ZGd9pynFj/

please let me know your thoughts and theories in the comments :)

 

russian translations:

засранец - asshole


  


      

  












      Chapter 11
  



    Chapter Notes

      hi!!

it took a while again, but i'm back with another chapter (finally lol). i had to rethink a bunch of plot ideas, because i wasn't able to create a cohesive storyline and that bothered me so much that i just didn't write anything for this fic lol
but by now i actually have a finished storyline that i'm finally happy with :)

but anyway, after all the heavy angst of the previous chapters, i can say that we have finally reached the fluff / crack part of the fic again (this time without questionable plot decisions lol)

i hope you enjoy the chapter :)


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Cens 🏒💪🥅



gentlemen

listen up

Bood

Well now, look what the cat dragged in

Hey Roz!

Haven't heard anything from you in a while

Marlow

The sexiest man alive is finally back 😍

you flatter me marley 😏

yes hello. i am back

Hazy

Hey Cap!! :))

Barrett

Hello Roz!

Chouinard

Hi Roz :)

Haasy

Hi Cap 😊

Bood

You doing okay?

yes, everything is ok

sorry for the radio silence from my side

i deactivated all notifications from everything for a while. messenger, all social medias etc. until everyone shuts up

only allowing most important messages from family

like harris suggested

Chouinard

So Harris' plan worked out?

да. even better than i thought it would

my social media accounts will continue to stay private for another while, but i am back to texting

have missed a lot in the past weeks

but with the season starting soon, i need to get back into captain mode 💪🏼😎

Dykstra

Glad to hear that you're doing better, man!!

We were all really worried about you

And it was pretty quiet in here without you

yes, you are all so boring 😴

but is ok

i enjoy boring quite a lot 

as you maybe know 😌

Haasy

Keep that talk in the bedroom, please

my darling son...

Haasy

I'm not your son?

of course you are

but please, get your head out of the gutter, ok?

i did not mean it that way

boring is safe

safe is good

so boring is good, yes?

Haasy

Oh

Yeah, that makes sense

But I'm still not your son??

Hazy

Don't fight it, kid

It'll be much easier to just accept it

Marlow

Apparently it has become a habit for Rozzy to just "adopt" every Hockey player under the age of 25

You became his kid as soon as you got drafted, bud

Haasy

Doesn't mean I have to like it...

maybe you will like it when i tell you that you will get new brothers soon?

Haasy

What?

Hazy

We're getting new players??

rookies, yes

Dykstra

No but, how does that work??

How the fuck can they afford that with you, Hollzy, Marlow AND Pike now on this team??

do not question it

i did not either

and you are giving too much credit to pike

he is not that expensive

Pike

You'd be surprised

Bood

Point is, I feel like you should've questioned it more?

Or at all, really

shane said the same thing

you are boring like shane, boody

i just heard that i will get new sons and stopped listening

talked to coach after and he gave me their numbers to add here

Marlow

How many Rookies are we talking anyway?

three

very talented boys from what i have seen

pike will have even more competition now

hopefully he can keep up...

Pike

What the fuck?

Was that necessary?

very 😌

but before i can add them

shane and i have to do something

shane

shane

shane

shane

shane

shane

shane

Dykstra

Dude, text him privately??

Or call him??

But don't spam the group chat??

you literally complained that it was too quiet in here without me

Dykstra

I didn't mean that we missed you spamming the chat?? 😭

make up your damn mind evan??

anyway

where was i?

oh yes

shane

shane

shane

shane

shane

shane

shane

shane

shane

Hollzy

Oh my fucking God, what???

hello любимый 😍 

only needed 16 shanes

new speed record

normally it takes over 20

Bood

Dude 😭😭

Pike

Shane, Jackie's brother is a divorce lawyer

A very good one, too

Just leaving this infortmation here, in case, you ever need one :)

you are on thin ice, pike

Hollzy

I'll keep that in mind, thank you Hayden.

?????

Hollzy

So, Ilya.

What's so important that you spammed my name into our team's group chat 16 fucking times?

team is getting new rookies, remember?

Hollzy

Yeah?

You said that you'd add them today?

What do you need me for?

Chouinard

Oh, before Roz adds them, you two should probably change your names in here?

I assume, they don't know about you guys being married just yet?

yes exactly

nick you continue to prove that you are the smartest centaur

the rookies do not know yet

Hollzy

Oh yeah, good call.

I didn't even think of that.

Marlow

And that's why you two keep getting caught

Hollzy

Shut the fuck up, Cliff

victim blaming, really?

Marlow

🤷🏻‍♂️🤷🏻‍♂️

unbelievable

anyway

Ilya Hollander-Rozanov changed their name to Ilya Rozanov.

Shane Hollander-Rozanov changed their name to Shane Hollander.

Hollzy

That feels odd

i agree :(

i do not like it

Haasy

I understand that it feels weird now, but you have to look at it this way

At least this time you finally get to tell someone about your relationship, rather than it being found out

That's something, no?

shane our first born son is so smart

Hollzy

"Our son"?

I thought he's yours?

of course he is ours??

do not deny our boy??

you birthed him??

Marlow

He really did

I was there

A beautiful spectacle

The miracle of life

Pike

Don't fucking encourage him 💀

Bood

Wtf man 💀💀

Barrett

That's more "information" than I ever needed... 💀

And I'm gay myself...

Not that this has anything to do with being gay, or queer for that matter. But please know that not all of us are as weird as Cap...

attacking me for no reason.

i will remember this, troy...

Barrett

Maybe don't say weird shit next time?

Hazy

And I thought knowing that Hollzy gave you blue balls for 3 weeks was tmi 💀

Dykstra

What the fuck, Hazy???

I literally just forgot that again 💀

Why do you always have to bring that up again??

Hazy

I'll never be able to forget about it, so it's my responsibility to share it with you whenever i happen to remember it

Dykstra

Sharing is not always caring. Keep it to yourself next time 💀

Hazy

No ❤️

Dykstra

...

Chouinard

I'm excluding myself from this narrative completely

Respectfully

Haasy

I'd appreciate it if you didn't involve me in your kinks, Cap.

Thanks.

Hollzy

Don't involve me either, actually.

In any of it...

you are so boring

both of you

but is ok

like father, like son

that is the saying, yes?

Haasy

Come on 😭

anyway

i will add my AND shanes new sons now

Pike

Maybe hide the previous chat history for them, when you add them...

I feel like that would be difficult to explain

...

you are not getting credit for this idea, pike

i hope you know that

Pike

Whatever, Rozanov.

Marlow

Who wants to bet that Shane and / or Ilya accidentally reveal their relationship to the newbies within the first hour of them joining????

Chouinard

Do you really think that'll happen?

Marlow

Oh, it definitely will

Dykstra

After everything that happened, I think they'd be more careful by now, no?

Marlow

Maybe? Maybe not?

So, is anyone joining the bet?

Bood

You know what? Sure, I'm in

I'm betting they won't. Because I also think they've gotten more careful

Dykstra

Me too

Hazy

Me three

Marlow

Alright, alright...

Anyone else wanna join in?

No?

Okay

It's gonna be a smaller payout than expected, but I'm looking forward to winning already

Hollzy

Shut the fuck up, Cliff.

Marlow

You're saying that so often lately

Hollzy

I know and you want to know why?

Because you deserve it.

Marlow

So rude

done?

Marlow

I guess

Hollzy

Yes

good

now everyone shut the fuck up, i am adding the children

Ilya Rozanov added Connor Young to the chat.

Ilya Rozanov added Antoine LaPointe to the chat.

Ilya Rozanov added Jeremy Holmberg to the chat.

boys

welcome to the chat

introduce yourselves

Hollzy

Hello boys. Welcome to the chat, it's great to have you. Introduce yourselves, please*

I'm very sorry about him already, he has no manners

do not embarrass me in front of the new children hollander :(

Hollzy

Don't really have to do much, do I?

You're already embarrassing yourself well enough on your own

you are so mean to me :'((

Hollzy

You'll live

Bood

Guys

Let the boys introduce themselves before you start the bickering, maybe?

Hollzy

Oh.

Right.

Sorry about that!

Please go ahead.

Young

Interesting start, I gotta say

I'm Connor Young and I'm really excited to be here 🤩

Basically any variation of my name as a nickname is fine, I've heard it all

Oh also, is it okay to cuss in here?

it sure fucking is

Young

Fuck yeah

I'm loving this already 🤩

LaPointe

Hi :)

I'm Antoine LaPointe, either Tony or Pointy is fine

I'm also very excited to be here

Getting to play with so many incredible players feels like a dream come true

cute

you seem very easy to work with

you are my favorite son so far

LaPointe

Thank you, I promise that I'll always do my best :)

Wait...

"Favorite son"?

Bood

Best not question it, bud

LaPointe

Okay?

Holmberg

I'm Jeremy Holmberg

I have a lot of questions about the logistics of all three of us being drafted to the Centaurs, considering how fucking stacked the team already is

But I was told to just not question it...

And now, I don't know if I should be concerned about that or not...

But anyway, basically all nicknames are fine, except for Jerry. Please don't call me Jerry 🥲

Bood

Welcome to the Cens, boys!! If you should ever have any questions or need help with something, never hesitate to reach out to either of us!!

Holmberg

Thank you :)

LaPointe

Thank you so much!!

Young

Thanks :))

Chouinard

You all seem pretty nice so far

How old are you guys, if you don't mind me asking?

Holmberg

I'm 19

Young

21

LaPointe

I'm 21, also

awwww, bergy is under 20

he is just a little baby 😍

Holmberg

I'm really not a baby...

I'm pretty sure that I'm taller than you, too?

height does not make you less of a baby in my eyes

Marlow

Rozzy has the habit of naming players under 25 his children

Just go with it

Holmberg

You know what?

Sure, why the fuck not

My actual dad fucking sucks, so might as well accept a new one lol

Barrett

Relatable

that is my boy 💪🏼

Young

Alright well, now that the first introductions and impressions are out of the way

I need to lose my mind about something real quick

Dykstra

You good, kid?

Young

I'm so good

Couldn't be better actually

Because now I'm on the same team as THE Shane fucking Hollander???? 

How could I not have the time of my life???

Hazy

Sounds like you're a fan

Young

Because I am 🤩

What aspiring player isn't a fan of THE Shane Hollander??

Pike

I just know that Shane's awkwardly smiling at his phone, not knowing how to react to that right now

Hollzy

Shut up, Hayden

Pike

See? I'm right 😌

Hollzy

...

Haasy

Oh, but he's not just "a fan"

He's Shane's BIGGEST fan :)

He even has a tumblr dedicated to him

Young

LUCA YOU BITCH

I TOLD YOU THAT IN CONFIDENCE

Haasy

Oops, sorry not sorry :p

They all already know about my tumblr

So you have to suffer with me

Chouinard

You two already knew each other before the draft?

Haasy

Yeah!

We met online a few months ago

Young

And I thought we're already besties 😔

But turns out the feeling isn't mutual 😔

Haasy

You're so dramatic

young

do you also ship players on your tumblr like little luca?

Young

No, I don't

Haasy

Yes, he does

Young

LUCA

SHUT UP 😭

what about it?

you are shipping me and shane

you are not the first one 🤷🏼‍♂️

or the only one

is normal at this point

Young

You and Shane?

No lol

Why should I?

what

Pike

This'll be great

Young

I mean, sure. Rivals to lovers makes sense, I guess?

But I always thought that this trope was a little... boring?

Idk

My tumblr doesn't really have anything to do with you, Cap

Sorry 😬

wow

i do not know what to say

Pike

Oh, I love this

I'm enjoying this a lot

Young

What?

Pike

Don't worry about it

Soooo, out of curiosity, who are you shipping Shane with if not Rozanov? 👀

Bood

Asking the important questions, Pike 👀

Dykstra

I love how your brain works 👀

Chouinard

I really don't want to be curious, but I can't lie

I also want to know 👀

Barrett

This'll be good 👀

Hazy

I'm actually trembling in anticipation 👀

Marlow

This can go into so many great directions and I'm here for it

Haasy

Trust me, you'll love it

Marlow

👀

Holmberg

👀

LaPointe

👀

Haasy

You have the floor, Connor

Tell them 😊

Young

Okay listen

careful, boy

Young

I feel like it's the most obvious choice

if you say you are shipping shayden i will have you traded to whatever fucking team dallas kent plays for now

Young

Nah, Shayden sucks

No offense, of course

But friends to lovers is almost more boring than rivals to lovers

ok good

you are not being traded

Haasy

Don't speak too soon 🤭

Bood

I'm actually on the edge of my seat 👀👀

Speak your truth, kid

Young

Honestly, I don't know if I should say it anymore

I'm a little scared of Cap's reaction now...

Haasy

If you won't tell them, I'll gladly bite the bullet for you!

His favorite ship that he dedicated his tumblr to is Shane and Scott Hunter :)

LaPointe

You're enjoying this, aren't you Luca?

Haasy

I'm having the time of my life right now

scott hunter??

SCOTT

FUCKING

HUNTER

????

Hollzy

Oh yeah, I can see that actually

I'm assuming you started shipping us after the fight we had a few years ago?

SHANE???

do not encourage this outrageous behaviour????

Young

I should feel more shame about this whole topic. I literally just joined the group chat lol

But honestly, I don't

And no, actually

I always thought the dynamic between these two is cool

I think I first thought about it in 2011 when they played on the same team at the All-Stars Game

I don't know, there's was something about the way they interacted with each other, I guess?

Barrett

I just know that Roz is crashing out right now

And I love it

Marlow

Crashing out worse than he did in 2016 probably

Barrett

Oh, definitely

why should i not be crashing out????

he said that he ships shane with scott fucking hunter??

SCOTT HUNTER IS 500 MILLION YEARS OLD???

wayyyyy too old for shane

THIS IS EVEN WORSE THAN SHAYDEN

how is that possible???

disgusting

Marlow

Careful, you're starting to sound homophic, Cap

shut the fuck up marley

i am busy crashing out

do not interrupt me

Young

Oh wow, I really started something now, haven't I?

Hazy

This is what we call a strong first impression

You're doing great so far, kid

shane 😍 with scott hunter 🤢 

horrible image in my head

do not even want to imagine

Hollzy

You know that you don't even have to imagine that, right?

i do not know if i can ever remove that picture from my mind

Hollzy

Ilya.

now i will always see scott hunter whenever i look at your pretty face

i am disgusted

do not want to see him

only you

but now i cannot

Hollzy

Ilya.

We're literally married.

Calm down, okay?

You're scaring the kids.

i will try

but is youngs fault for even saying something horrible like this

he is my least favorite of our children now

Young

Very sorry about that 😬 

Wait

What the fuck did you just say??

Holmberg

Did I miss a Tweet or an announcement or something??

LaPointe

You guys are married??

Is that public knowledge??

Hollzy

Fuck.

fuck.

Marlow

PAY UP BITCHES 🤩

I told you they'd let it slip within the first hour






  
    Chapter End Notes

    hollanov my favorite dumbasses <3
and my darling luca haas FINALLY got some screentime. i'm so sorry for neglecting the child before... :(((

and another big thank you to my bestie Lena, who picked the firstnames for the rookies :)) thank you sm ily!!! <3

 

russian translations:

да - yes
любимый - darling


  


      

  












      Chapter 12
  



    Chapter Notes

      hi hi hi!!

i'm back with another chapter of my bullshit!! sorry that it's been a while again... i finished this chapter a few days ago and it just sat in my drafts, because i decided that i wanted to wait with posting it until i finish the remaster for infiltrators. which i did finish!!!
i completely remastered every single chapter, all 35 of them. changed up the coding to use a work skin, added about 10k words of new content and much more!!
i've been meaning to do that for a long ass time already, but procrastinated it for soooo long, because i knew that it would take forever. and it did... i worked on the other fic like 7-8 hours every day, doing 5 chapters at a time....... because i have nothing better to do apparently

BUT ANYWAY, don't wanna yap too much about my other fic lol
it made me very happy to see so much support on the previous chapter. i was really unsure if adding the 3 rookies was that smart, but judging by the comments, it was a good idea after all. i do have some stuff planned with them, so i hope you're looking forward to that :)))

i hope you enjoy the chapter :)))


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Cens SAPs 🩷💕💞💗



Shane

Fuck

Fuck

Fuck

Fuck

Fuck

Fuck

Fuck

Cassie

Well, hello there Shane

What's going on, sweetie?

You okay?

Shane

FUCK

Cassie

Alright, that cleared things up

Lisa

Can we maybe use words other than fuck to express our feelings, buddy?

Shane

I'm so fucking stupid

Lisa

Better

But still not really that informative

Let's try this again, shall we?

Using more words this time, maybe?

Caitlin

Shaney, what's wrong?

Shane

I'm fucking stupid

That's what's wrong

Jackie

So you've said, but still

We need more from you, babe

shane is currently freaking out because he called us husbands in the team group chat

Selena

So what?

You guys call each other that all the time

Harris

No matter how often I tell you that you shouldn't, I might add

not now harris

but yes

we call each other husbands all the time

but not everyone in the chat knew about that yet

Cassie

What do you mean?

Lisa

The guys all know, though?

Harris

Oh my God

The new Rookies

You added them to the team group chat today, right?

yes, i did

Cassie

And Shane immediately told them that you guys are married? 💀

yes, he did

Shane

In my fucking defense

Ilya baited me into telling them

no i did not??

do not spread misinformation like that??

Shane

You were crashing out because one of the new Rookies ships me with Scott Hunter

Lisa

Oh, I love this boy already

Whoever he is

He is my new favorite on the team now

not now, lisa

Shane

If I wouldn't have tried to calm you down, you would've been the one to tell them

I'm sure of it

maybe

maybe not

we will never know now

because YOU told them that we are married

Shane

...

I'm actually so fucking embarrassed

This is the first time we were able to tell someone about our relationship and I do it like that??

What the fuck is wrong with me??

nothing is wrong with you cолнышко

Cassie

I mean technically you did get the chance to tell them on your own time?

Sort of...

Caitlin

Yeah, Cassie's right

They didn't catch you or anything

They heard it from you first

Shane

I guess, that's true...

Selena

You could see this as your practice run?

Harris

Practice run is a good way to put it

Because I really hope that your actual coming out plan is a little more thought through than that 🧍🏽‍♂️

Shane

It is

I swear

Jackie

Well, I can't say that I didn't expect that to happen

Because I totally did

Pay up everyone 😚

what?

Shane

What??

You made a bet, as well??

Cassie

What do you mean "as well"?? 😭

marley made a bet with the team that we will expose our marriage within the first hour of the new boys being there

Lisa

Of course he did

Jackie

Was it less than an hour?

Shane

I told them 10 minutes after they were added...

Jackie

OH HELL YES!!

That means I get DOUBLE 😚😚

Caitlin

Aw man 😔

Cassie

I knew that I shouldn't have taken part in this

I guess I was still riding the high from winning the bet from a few months ago 😔

Shane

What...?

Jackie

The rules for our bet were that if you expose yourselves within 30 minutes or less, the winner (Me) gets double the payout 😚

Shane

You really had no faith in us, did you?

Jackie

I love you both so much, but no

Absolutely not

Because I know you too well by now

You can't shut up about each other

Which is really adorable

And apparently also very lucrative

My wallets thanks you 😚

Lisa

How much did Cliff win?

since only 3 of the boys joined the bet

not too much, i think

Jackie

What a loser

I just made an easy 10k 😚

Shane

10k??

You were betting that much this time??

Wasn't the last bet you guys made for $50??

Lisa

We upped the stakes this time

1k per person, but since the win got doubled it's 2k each now...

And honestly I didn't expect to get burned this badly

Only for having faith in you

I've learned my lesson now

I won't be making this mistake again 😔

Shane

I'm very sorry about that

I really tried to not immediately tell them

Lisa

We both know that you didn't

But it's okay...

It's Wyatt's money, not mine lol

Shane

Oh 😀

Well then...

I guess he lost twice now

Jackie

But I have to say, while I love winning a lot

I actually won't accept any money from either of you

To pay your betting debts, please donate your amount to the Irina Foundation

Thank you!! ❤️

Cassie

Alright, that works for me

Caitlin

Already on it!!

Lisa

Done 😚

Selena

Done, too!!

Harris

I also already donated, and added a little extra ❤️

what?

really?

jackie you could have taken the money

shane and i woud not have judged you

you did not have to donate it to our foundation

Jackie

I know that I didn't have to

But I wanted to 😚

I mean, it's only fair since I placed the bet against you 😂

Shane

Even though I don't appreciate the fact that you made the bet in the first place...

Thank you, everyone

That's incredibly generous ❤️

yes, thank you all very much ❤️

Jackie

❤️❤️❤️

Caitlin

❤️❤️❤️

Cassie

❤️❤️❤️

Selena

❤️❤️❤️

Lisa

❤️❤️❤️

Harris

❤️❤️❤️

----
Cens 🏒💪🥅



LaPointe

Sooo, uhm...

Judging by their silence

I get the feeling that we weren't supposed to find out about their marriage just yet 😀

Hazy

Well, no

Them immediately revealing their relationship wasn't exactly planned, but I mean it happened now 🤷🏼‍♂️

Bood

I hope it's clear to all three of you that this is top secret information

Because no, the public doesn't know

The only people who do are the team, our partners, our coach, Hollzy's parents and a few of Hollzy and Roz's friends

Chouinard

We welcome you with open arms to our team, but if either of you flap your mouths about their relationship to anyone outside of the trusted circle

There will be serious consequences

And a few lost teeth, too, probably

Marlow

Damn Nicky 😛

Didn't know you had it in you 👀

I'm a little turned on, not gonna lie

Dykstra

Dude

Time and place

Marlow

Sorry

(Not really)

But of course, what he said

We'll fuck you up if you out our boys 😘

*shared a link*

[The link leads to a "Best of: Cliff Marlow fighting" compilation video.]

Holmberg

The threats were received and noted.

I'll of course keep my mouth shut, until they come out to the public on their own terms

I guess that's the plan for the near future?

Pike

I honestly don't know how near that future actually is

But it is their plan to come out at some point, yes

Holmberg

Alright, gotcha 🫡

You won't have to worry about me, I swear

I know how to keep my mouth shut

LaPointe

Same with me!!

I obviously would love to learn more about their relationship, because what the actual fuck??

But, I won't talk to anyone outside of the team's circle about them 🫡

Young

I promise that I'll keep my mouth shut about them as well

And I'm sorry for technically baiting them into revealing their relationship

That really wasn't my intention, I swear

Pike

No one's mad at you, kid

I promise you that Shane and Rozanov aren't mad either

And it happens to the best of us

Rozanov is just so easy to rage bait, so it's not really your fault

Marlow

I also have to say I'm impressed that you managed to make him admit that there is a ship worse than Shayden out there 🤣

You're the first person to achieve that

Young

I mean, thanks?

But I still feel bad

They completely disappeared right after the reveal and haven't said anything since

Should I text them privately to apologize or is that overstepping??

Barrett

Young, there's really no need for you to worry

They've gone quiet because they're doing a debrief in the SAPs chat right now

They'll say something in here soon

LaPointe

SAPs?

Bood

Spouses and Partners

LaPointe

Ohhhhh

Pike

Since there aren't just wives and girlfriends, it feels more appropriate to use the inclusive term

Holmberg

Makes sense

Hollzy and Roz are both in the SAPs chat then?

Pike

Yup

Barrett

My boyfriend's in the chat, too :)

Holmberg

You have a boyfriend??

Barrett

Yeah, Harris Drover

We aren't public yet either, so keep that in mind please

But I think you've met him before

He's the team's Social Media Manager

LaPointe

Ohhh, he's really cute

Good for you, dude

Barrett

I know 🥰

Thank you

Hazy

Okay, Lover Boy

Holmberg

While we're already talking about it, are there any more queer relationships within the team that we should know about? 😅

Before someone else accidentally reveals it

Marlow

Nope

You know about all of them now, I think

Holmberg

Alright 🙂‍↕️

hello boys

shane and i are back

sorry for the silence

but my husband had to quickly freak out a little bit

is all ok now, though

Hollzy

Shut the fuck up, Ilya

make me любимый 😛

Hollzy

...

Holmberg

So, are they always like that?

Is that something that we should expect to see more often now?

Bood

Yup

Marlow

Yeah

Chouinard

Yes, actually

Dykstra

Absolutely

Pike

In real life they're even worse

Don't know how that's possible either

Haasy

I made a petition to start a PDA jar or something of the sorts

If you wanna sign it

i love my shane

so what??

this is discrimination

you never say anything when troy and harris are making out in public??

Barrett

Because that never happened before??

but it could

Barrett

But it won't??

Dykstra

They'll only let you hear everything when they're in the hotel room next to you

Barrett

Shut up, Evan

Pike

Shane and Rozanov do that, too

It's why Coach doesn't allow them to bunk together on roadie's anymore

Marlow

They'll also fuck in your house when you don't do anything to stop them 🧍🏻‍♂️

Pike

Yeah, that too

Hollzy

Okay, how about we change the topic? 🙂

Pike

We can gladly change it back to Young shipping you and Scott Hunter, if you prefer that

That was incredibly entertaining 🤣

thin ice, pike

very. thin. ice.

Young

I'm so sorry for bringing that whole topic up

I really didn't know about your relationship, nor did I want to bait you into revealing it

I feel horrible 🙃

the team has already told you that there is no need for you to feel bad, yes?

Young

Yeah, but still...

they are right

telling you about our marriage like that was not ideal, but it also could have been much worse

Pike

You could've caught Shane sexting Rozanov while he's at your house for dinner

Marlow

Or, you could've accidentally knocked out Shane during a game and then found out about their relationship after Ilya beat the shit out of you for hurting his boyfriend...

Dykstra

Hi! Caitlin here :)

Or, you could've found out by Ilya complaining too much about not getting sex that he accidentally revealed his and Hollzy's secret identities in the WAGs chat (before it was renamed) :))

Evan again, it was very important for her to add that to the conversation

Barrett

Harris here!!

Or, you could've walked in on them hooking up in a storage closet 🧍🏻‍♂️

you could have also walked in on us making out while only wearing swim trunks

like shanes papa did

point is, it does not matter how you found out

because the cat is out of the bag now

Hollzy

We really aren't good at keeping this secret, are we?

Pike

No, you're really not

Marlow

Nope

But it's fine

Because it's very entertaining for us

AND it also turned out to be quite lucrative for me

Thanks for the money, boys ❤️

just so you know

the saps also made a bet

and even though jackie won, she insisted that the saps donate the money they lost to the irina foundation :)

Marlow

So, if I should decide to keep the money, I'll look like a selfish asshole

Is that what you're trying to say?

maybe

if this is how you want to read it 👀

Marlow

Okay fine, I'll donate my win, too 😔

I don't wanna be an asshole, I guess 😔

Hollzy

Thank you for your contribution, Cliff 🙂

Marlow

You're very welcome... 😔

Hollzy

It's very appreciated 🙂

But back to what Young said for a second.

I'm also not mad at you for this

I'm very embarrassed, but not mad

So you really don't have to worry about anything there :)

Young

Thank you, I'm actually very relieved 🥲

Can't have my favorite player hate me

Pike

I don't think that Shane would've hated you either way

Especially not, because he used to have a crush on Scott Hunter lol

Bood

Dude 🤣

Do you not value your life?? 🤣

Young

Wait?

Seriously?

WHAT

THE

FUCK

SHANE??

WHAT DOES HE MEAN BY THAT??

WHEN??

HOW??

WHY??

Hollzy

That's not even true??

Are you trying to kill my husband??

What the fuck Hayden??

Pike

Oh?

It's not true?

Hollzy

No???

Pike

That's interesting...

Because I remember you texting me "He looks so fucking good in a tux" on the night you won Rookie of the Year

Drunk as shit

Hollzy

Hayden.

Pike

And because I was confused about who you meant, I looked up pictures from that night and saw that out of all of the guests, only you and Scott Hunter were wearing tuxedos

Hollzy

HAYDEN.

Pike

What?

Hollzy

Okay, there's a few things I want to address actually

First, why the fuck were you surprised when I came out to you as gay, when you already thought that I had a crush on Scott fucking Hunter?

Pike

I-

Well... That's actually a good question

I'm not that smart apparently...

I think we all know that now

good on you for finally admitting it, pike

congratulations

Hollzy

Fine, fair enough

But secondly, Scott and I definitely weren't the only people wearing tuxedos that night

Pike

I didn't see anyone else in the pictures, though?

You don't have to be embarrassed just because your husband is here, buddy

Hollzy

Hayden.

I texted you that after I made out with Ilya on the rooftop

You know Ilya?

My now husband?

My then "casual" fuck buddy?

He was also wearing a tux

But hid away on the rooftop the entire evening to sulk

i want to add that i had a very good reason to sulk

and my shit mood was not related to losing the award to shane

before anyone assumes that

Hollzy

Yeah, that's true

But I didn't get that at the time

Because I was drunk and stupid

But anyway, I really didn't mean Scott

I meant Ilya in that text

Pike

Oh.

Dykstra

You really thought you had him by the balls with that one 🤣

Pike

It was worth a try...

LaPointe

This is so much information

I don't know if my brain can process all of this

Holmberg

Yeah, same here

Because what the actual fuck is this timeline??

Hollzy, didn't you win Rookie of the Year in like 2012??

Young

June 2011

Get your facts straight, Jerry

Holmberg

Call me Jerry again and I will drown you in a pool of your own blood.

Bood

Damn kid

Chouinard

Oh wow

Barrett

Oh damn

Dykstra

Jesus fucking Christ

Marlow

Aggressive, I like it 👀

Holmberg

I was very serious when I asked you to not call me Jerry

Young

Alright 😀

I will be sure to remember that 😀

I'm very sorry, it won't happen again 😀

Holmberg

Yeah, it better fucking won't.

Young

But anyway, yeah

Shane won it in 2011

LaPointe

Alright fine, whatever

But really, what is this timeline??

How far does your relationship go back?

Hollzy

It goes back to our Rookie season

Marlow

Summer before*

Bood

Summer before*

Dykstra

Summer before*

Chouinard

Summer before*

Haasy

Summer before*

Barrett

Summer before*

smart boys

remembering the most important details

Hollzy

Yeah, sure

Summer before

But we first met in December 2008

Holmberg

That's actually insane

So, you're telling me that you two met before I've even started elementary school???

Dykstra

Anyone hear that loud cracking sound?

That was my fucking back

What the fuck do you mean you weren't even in elementary school then??

God, we're getting fucking old, boys

Chouinard

I felt my entire head of hair turn gray just now...

Bood

Same

Fucking hell

Marlow

Can y'all calm the fuck down??

I'm the oldest on the fucking team

You're making me feel like I'm Scott Hunter right now and I don't like it

never

you are too sexy to be like scott hunter

and you will never be that old

he is prehistoric

and you are an adonis

Marlow

Thank you, Baby

You always know how to make me feel better ❤️

you are so welcome 😛❤️

Hollzy

What the fuck?

LaPointe

....Anyway

So, everyone else in here just knew that???

Bood

Pretty much, yeah

LaPointe

Wow

i would also like to go on record and say something important to young

Young

Okay?

What is it?

you said that he started shipping my shane 😍 and scott hunter 🤢 based on their dynamic at the all-stars game in 2011, yes?

Young

Yeah...?

Why?

i just wanted to let you know

after that game shane and i fucked in the hotel room next to scott hunters 😚

Hollzy

ILYA??

Haasy

Well, well Connor

And you called me fucking delusional

ALL I DO IS WIN

NEVER FORGET THAT

Young

What the fuck?? 😭😭

Hollzy

I'd like to go on record to say that we didn't actually fuck

But yes, we met up that night after the game

we did not fuck because you were scared of scott hunter hearing us

and those fears were pointless because he heard us anyway

Bood

Wait

Did Hunter actually know about your relationship from the start?

Hollzy

Yes, he did

He overheard Ilya giving me his room number

And then kept hinting at me that he knew, but I didn't get it

That's also what our fight was about...

He chirped me about "starting to sound like him" and I panicked

"Him" in this context being Ilya, of course

But we haven't actually confirmed anything to him

Until he caught us......

Marlow

Hayden, we should add Hunter to our survivors group chat

I feel like he deserves to be there

Do you have his number?

Pike

Yeah, I have his number

I'll text him

Marlow

Perfect, thank you 🤩 

Holmberg

Sorry, what is this "survivors group chat" you're talking about?? 😭😂

Marlow

Oh, it's our emotional support group chat

Because trust me, we've been through A LOT because of those two idiots

Holmberg

They're not really that bad, are they?

no, we are not "that bad"

marley is being a dramatic bitch

as always

Marlow

Sure, whatever you say, Rozzy

At least I'm not the one who was ready to bomb Young's house for shipping Shane with anyone but you

Young

Sorry?

You wanted to do what? 😀😀

----
Wyatt 😛😍



Wy?

You okay?

It's very unlike you to just dip out of a conversation like that

Seriously, Cliff?

You're seriously asking me if I'm okay?

Are you kidding me?

Did I say something wrong?

You're asking me that?

I repeat, are you fucking kidding me??

I'm confused....?

Why did you say that there was not another queer relationship that the Rookies should know about?

Do I mean nothing to you?






  
    Chapter End Notes

    maybe saying that the angst is completely over was a little premature of me.......... but at least it's not hollanov related?

 

russian translations:

cолнышко - sun / little sun / sunshine
любимый - darling
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    Chapter Notes

      hi hi hi

this chapter is a little shorter than the previous ones, a little filler if you will
it's to set up some stuff for future chapters, so sorry about that. the next chapter will (maybe) be longer again :)

just some "casual" team shenanigans :)))


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Cens 🏒💪🥅



Young

Hey so, I don't know if this is the right place to ask about this

But I have a few questions about that Powerpoint presentation that Hollzy sent me 🫪

Dykstra

I was wondering when one of you newbies would ask about it, actually

Being added to the presentation is your official welcome to the team 🥳

Young

Yay???

Chouinard

I mean, it's a team related presentation, so I guess this is actually the best place to talk about it

What are your questions?

Young

Okay, yeah. I guess that makes sense

Alright, so I only scrolled through it for now

Haven't actually read anything just yet, though

And I have to ask

Is it this fucking long on purpose??

Chouinard

Yes, definitely

Shane put in a lot of work

It's honestly quite impressive how he finds time to constantly update that document, with how busy his schedule is

Thank you, Nick

It's nice to be appreciated

Bood

By the way, how long is it by now?

I haven't checked it in a while

Young

Like...

Almost 600 slides??

Dykstra

Almost 600?????

Wasn't it like 300 a few months ago??

Yeah, but since I originally created it, 7 new players joined the team

Including me

I had to make adjustments and additions for every new player

Obviously

Are there any other questions about it?

LaPointe

I haven't even looked at that email yet

And now I'm scared

What's this powerpoint about exactly??

And do I have to read all of it??

It's a technical analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of every individual player on the team

And to answer your question, no you don't have to read all of it

Or, any of it, really

No one's forcing you

But I recommend reading the subsection about you, if anything :)

LaPointe

...Okay

And take notes, maybe

If you want

Haasy

Let me translate that for you newbies, because I had to learn it the hard way

"You better read it, take notes and learn from it 🔪"

You're welcome ☺️

That's not true....

Haasy

Oh?

It isn't?

...Maybe partially

Haasy

Don't lie to yourself, Hollzy

It's exactly what you wanted to say with it

I mean, I did put a lot of work into it...

Haasy

There we go :)

Young

Oh! 😀

LaPointe

Okay, noted 😀

Holmberg

I'm already done with my notes actually lol

Young

Of course, you are

Show off 🙄

Holmberg

😗✌️

Marlow

Come on, Con

You're just mad that you'll never be Hollanov's favorite son

Pike

Which shouldn't bother him too much, since he doesn't even ship them

It would probably hurt him more, if you told him that he'll never be the favorite son of Scott and Shane :)

Chouinard

You're really enjoying this information, don't you?

Pike

It's the best thing that has happened to me in a while, actually

Thanks for asking

Humiliated like this

By my own first born son

In front of my new children...

I can't believe it

Pike

Now you know what feels like, bud

Just wait until he starts sending exposing videos of you.....

You know that by your implications, Haasy and the other 3 Rookies are technically your grandsons?

Pike

...

Okay, let's stick with you being my brother actually 😀

I'm not ready for hypothetical grandchildren yet

Or, ever.

Now that I think about it

Good idea

Young

Wow

Alright...

I still have so many questions, but I don't know if I want to ask them anymore...

Can't get degraded from son to "just another rookie" 

My heart couldn't take that pain 😔

Bood

Let me take over then

I don't have anything to lose, anyway

I scrolled through the table of contents of the presentation again and I have some comments...

Yes?

Bood

There's many things actually

But the thing that stuck out the most is the fact that some players here, have waaaaayyyy less slides than others...

Because how the hell does Marlow have the most slides out of all other players, including the Rookies, but Pike only has 2???

Even Roz has more slides than Pike??

Pike

Wait really??

There's only 2 for me??

Bood

Yes, really

I'm shocked, too

Can't lie

Pike

Fuck you?

Well, when Shane doesn't have any notes, I can't be that bad, eh?

Marlow

Wait a fucking second

What do you mean I have the most out of everyone??

HOW MANY ARE THERE ABOUT ME??

94 :)

And I already shortened some of them :)

It was over 100 before :)

Marlow

Oh, okay then

How about you spit in my face next time?

Would be much quicker than creating 94 fucking powerpoint slides

And it would also be less heartbreaking for me

Or actually, just shoot me with a gun

That would probably be the most effective

Whatever you prefer, Cliff :)

But honestly, it's nothing that can't be fixed

If you'd put in the effort

Marlow

WOW

RUDE

@Roz your husband is being mean to me

Young

Grown ass man btw :/

LaPointe

Oldest on the fucking team :/

Holmberg

Guys, that's not cool

Respect your elders

Marlow

...Shut up

All of you

God, you're such a tattletale

Marlow

Your own fucking fault honestly

Roz

shut up marley

whatever he said you probably deserved it

what are you dumb boys (& my beloved shane) talking about anyway?

LaPointe

We're talking about the very detailed Powerpoint presentation that Hollzy sent us Rookies

Roz

ah yes

the one where he lied about my "weak backhand"...

no comment actually

but, do not take it too personally boys, he only tries to help you become the best players you can be

wait a second

i just read the other messages

SHANE

SHANE

SHANE

SHANE

SHANE

Dykstra

Not this again...

Roz

Shut up, Evan

SHANE

SHANE

SHANE

SHANE

SHANE

Yes, what is it? 😇

Roz

oh no

do not be cute right now

what do you mean pike only has 2 fucking slides??

and i apparently have more??

EXPLAIN YOURSELF????

Hayden is a very good player

I had almost no notes

There isn't really anything I would change, if I'm honest

Pike

HAHAHAHA

Suck it Rozanov 🤣🫵

Roz

...

is this your attempt at revenge?

because i did not do the dishes last night?

really?

are you really this petty, cолнышко?

asking for a divorce would probably hurt less

Shut up, Ilya

No need to be dramatic

I have other ways of "petty" revenge, that don't involve anyone from the team, trust me.

Roz

i do not like this implication.....

;)

But do any of you really think that Hayden, the one guy that I've been playing with since our fucking draft, isn't already shaped to my expectations?

Be so for real

Pike

You make it sound like I'm made of fucking clay or something

Bood

I mean, I guess that makes sense...

I'm still a little hurt that you apparently found enough weaknesses in my play to fill 62 slides...

You had 83 before

So there already was an improvement, if that helps you feel better about yourself :)

Bood

I still feel insulted 😔

And your little :) doesn't make it better 😔

Insults or anything like that weren't intended

If you feel attacked by my scientific work, that's your own problem to deal with :)

Especially because most of the stats were provided by not just me, but also Coach Wiebe

Take it up with him too, if it should really bother you that much

But anyway

I'd like to give everyone a more thorough answer on why Hayden has the least slides, compared to everyone else

Because I think most of you really need that reminder

Especially Ilya

I know that you're mostly trolling whenever you say that Hayden's "the worst player you know", but still...

And basically, since getting drafted in the same year as me (eighth overall draft pick by the way), Hayden's been playing on the same position

Left wing, on the first line together with me

AND not to forget that he, just like me, has also won three fucking cups

So, put some respect on his name

All of you

Of course there aren't any notes necessary

Or, at least not as many as compared to those of you who have either never won a cup or have only won one :)

Pike

Thank you, Shane 🥹

This honestly makes up for the humiliation

Young

I already dream of the day when Hollzy speaks this highly of my skills 🥹

You still have a long way to go, Mr. 92 slides...

Young

Damn okay 💔

Marlow

I mean, I'm not arguing against any of that

Hayden's a good fucking player

But 94 slides??

Was that REALLY necessary, Shane??

Hazy

I guess you don't just lack emotional intelligence, but actual skill on the ice, as well 😗

Marlow

Seriously?

Hazy

Am I lying?

94 slides speak for themselves

Especially compared to my 13

And the comment about your lack of emotional intelligence also shouldn't be a surprise to you

You know what you did 😗

Marlow

Wow

You're really taking this to the group chat, huh?

Hazy

🤷🏻‍♂️🤷🏻‍♂️

You started it

Marlow

You know what?

Fuck you.

I don't need this shit.

Cliff Marlow has left the chat.

Young

Well, that's awkward 😀

Bood

Hazy, what the fuck was that about?






  
    Chapter End Notes

    there's always two sides to every story, remember that before tearing marlow to shreds :)

obviously, some of the facts about hayden are not canon, because we know next to nothing about his professional career; especially the beginning of it. so, i made it up to fit my narrative :p

ALSO, my dear boy jeremy holmberg is now called little shane. i don't make rules, it just is what it is
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don't have to say too much about this one, because it's just ilya and marley flirting on main for a little over 2000 words straight (bi)

oh and i also finally switched over to ellipsus to write my fics and i fucking love it, i feel like an official fan fic writer now lmaooo

enjoy the chapter :)
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Marley 🍆



hey sexy

you ok?

Yes, I'm fine

why do i not believe you?

Because you're just as nosy as you're sexy

Unfortunately

i know that is right 😏

but there is nothing unfortunate about it

so baby, what is up with you?

I thought Shane doesn't like it when you call me Baby?

he does not like it, is true

says that i only should call him baby

but then says he hates that petname whenever i use it

my beautiful stunning spectacular husband cannot make up his damn mind sometimes

but that is no surprise to me

and while i love talking about my shane, he is not important right now

i am more worried about my first true love

(you)

Thanks for the clarification

I'll be sure to never tell Shane you said that, though

very much appreciated

but serious talk now

did something happen between you and hazy?

Kinda?

But also not really

He's blowing this whole thing out of proportion and it's pissing me the fuck off

what is "this whole thing" in this context?

...

You don't know what's been going on with Wyatt and i?

wyatt and me*

Okay smartass

I can't tell if Shane's a great or a horrible influence on you

best influence possible obviously

he picks me up when i am down

he is the wind beneath my wings

he is the best thing that ever fucking happened to me

and using proper grammar is important

Right...

and no, i do not know what has been going on with you two

that is why i ask

is there something i should know?

Well

👀

We've kinda been hooking up for a while?

WHAT

for how long already???

how long is "a while"???

Since the day after your wedding basically

WHAT

THE

FUCK

marley you dog

You seriously didn't know??

We were so obvious about it, too

i have realized a while ago that my gaydar does not work for bisexual people...

it hurts me deeply

My heart truly breaks for you, baby

shhhh

i want to hear the whole story

tell me everything

BUT before i can fully go into gossip mode about this, i have to know something very important

Yeah sure, what is it?

you are not a homewrecker, yes?

because if you are, the conversation will go into a VERY different direction.

No, I'm not a homewrecker

Lisa's aware of the fling I have with Wyatt and is also involved every step of the way

Well, almost every step of the way...

But the important thing is that she knows and approves

so a consensual throuple relationship, yes?

Yes, kind of

ok

good

want to congratulate you on the legendary pull, because they are both very attractive and incredible people

but it feels inappropriate to say now

Yeah, it really wouldn't be great right now…

will keep it in the back of my mind until things are maybe fixed

whatever needs to be fixed...

why is there a lover's quarrel?

Just so you know, your husband isn't the only person who dislikes that word

then i will tell you the same thing that i tell my husband

grow the fuck up and listen to lover by taylor swift more

will change your opinion on the word

trust

Sure, whatever

Anyway

About why Wyatt is angry with me...

yes

i am very curious to hear what you have done to make my goalie mad

I didn't do anything

Or, at least I didn't think it was this bad

I actually don't fucking know anymore

enough with the fucking foreplay, sexy

tell meeeee

Never thought I'd ever hear that from you, but fine

Remember when the new rookie Holmberg asked if there were any other queer relationships within the team?

yes, i remember

was literally 2 days ago

my memory is not that bad yet

Yeah, right. Didn't want to imply anything there

And remember how I answered that there aren't any?

oh

that is why hazy is angry with you?

because you did not share the news about your relationship that only you, hazy and lisa know about?

Well, I'm pretty sure that the SAPs know about it, too

But yeah, basically

i am a sap too and i did not know

and i think shane does not know either

i think he would have mentioned something to me?

Oh, hate to break it to you, Baby

But your husband definitely knows

what

I was sitting next to Rose when she talked to Shane, Cassie and Jackie about it in their group chat, after he noticed Wyatt and I flirting in the team's group chat

I think you're one of the only ones who didn't know

They probably didn't tell you because, while you're also a SAP, you're still the Captain of the team

Too intertwined with the players for the hottest gossip

But actually I think Harris doesn't know either, if that helps you

Because knowing him and his dedication to his job, he would've been all up our business the second he found out

да, harris definitely does not know either then

but still

this is unbelievable

i am heartbroken

i cannot believe that my shane would keep this from me

we are supposed to tell each other everything...

Sorry about that, baby

Sounds rough

maybe i will have to get my revenge for it

MAYBE I WILL BE THE ONE TO START THE SEX BAN NOW 😈

We both know you won't actually do that

You barely survived the last one from what I've heard

maybe i will do it

maybe i will not

only time will tell 😈

I can already see that this will backfire on you spectacularly, honey bun

we will see about that 😈

But if you do, please leave me out of it

I don't think I could deal with another player hating me right now

And I rely on Shane too much for him to just drop our friendship because of this lol

i will leave you out of it, no worries baby

but back to you and your situation

you were not ready to make your relationship public to the team yet and now hazy is mad at you, because apparently he is

did i understand that right?

Exactly

But honestly, I'm a little surprised that you immediately understood my intentions

Judging the vague info I gave you about it

lucky for you, your vague info was already enough because i am very smart

and i know what it is like to be in a secret relationship with a player

in case you forgot

I've seen so much from you two that I don't think I could forget about it, even if I wanted to

what i am hearing is that my plan worked 😈

anyway

have you talked with hazy and lisa about making the relationship public before?

or to at least let the team know?

That's the point why I don't understand him getting so mad at me

We never talked about it

The topic never even came up before

then what did he expect you to do??

just expose your relationship without talking about where you stand first??

I guess so?

But like, the main reason why I didn't say anything is that he and I aren't the only ones involved in that relationship

And just deciding to tell the team without consulting Lisa first, would've been so fucking wrong

And the thing is, I just know that if I said that there was another queer relationship within the team, some of the guys wouldn't have stopped asking until we tell everyone

Love the guys, but they sure are nosy bitches sometimes

I'm sure that he would've found a reason to get mad at me for that, too

Even though, it's apparently what he wanted, I guess

Saying no, saying nothing or confirming it, would've all resulted in him getting pissed off at me

Probably

And if not him, Lisa probably would've wanted to have my head on a stick if I had said anything

yes, definitely sounds like that was a lose-lose situation for you

It pisses me off

And honestly, I really don't need shit like this in my life

i understand that you are angry

i also would not want to just accept it and take it

There's a "but", isn't there?

there is, yes

i will have to speak to you using my captain voice now

try not to get hard, i know it will be difficult because i am very hot and you love me very much

I'll try my best.

I swear, Baby

good boy

so, i need you two to have a conversation about this

with lisa, too. since she is involved as well

talk about where you stand, if there is a way to fix this problem or if not, end it in the most neutral way possible

after everything that happened with the team and my shane earlier this year and me completely missing it until it was almost too late, i cannot tolerate another rift forming within my team

i know it sucks and talking about your feelings like this is not your strong suit, but this is very necessary

Of course, I know that I have to talk to him, but I don't fucking know how?

He ignores my texts, never answers whenever I call and also doesn't talk to me in person

acting like a little child

Didn't want to say it like that, but yeah

This fucking sucks

I really hoped my first queer relationship, or whatever the fuck this is, after coming out it would be easier than this

With none of this complicated bullshit

i know, honey

is very unfair

but all relationships are set to fail if there is a lack of communication

no matter what gender you and your partners are

So wise...

always have been

and always will be, of course

but i sense that there is something else that you want to say

You sense it, huh?

What?

You're not just a fucking beautician but also psychic now?

i contain multitudes, baby

You never fail to surprise me

i know 😏

so, i am right?

Yeah

This whole thing made me start question my intentions

what do you mean?

Isn't it like a common thing for people who just came out to run head first into their first queer relationship that usually ends ends badly?

It was like that for my younger sister

And my younger brother

And my other younger sister

And my other younger brother, too.

Now that I think about it...

your parents are truly impressive people

5/5 of their children are queer

they should get studied

Dude

i am joking

still find it impressive, cannot lie

but i think i know what you mean

it really depends on the person, though

my first queer "relationship", if you can even call it that, was awful

and not just because it was back in russia

i definitely rushed into it, mainly as a way to rebel against my father

not that he knew i am not straight

but for my shane, his first queer relationship ended in marriage to a very handsome phenomenal god of a man

Don't forget that Shane's husband is also incredibly humble

i have no reason to be humble

look at me

Oh, I know

We already talked about the fact that you made me bi lol

Even though I still don't think it really works like that

да, it definitely works like that

but jokes aside, i am actually curious

how did you realize that you are not straight?

Remember that one threesome we had?

baby

we had so many over the years

you need to be more specific

The one where the girl was a little too into guys doing "gay shit", as she called it

And made us make out in front of her?

oh yes

she was fun

unhinged

but fun

Sure.

But yeah, that was kinda the first time I noticed that kissing guys is pretty hot

And then I realized that straight guys probably don't have a thought process like that, ever

that hookup was very early into our careers

we were what?

21 and 22 at the time?

you have known that long?

Guess so

I don't really know, though

I spent a lot of time refusing being not straight as an option

Felt too complicated in our industry, you know?

fucking tell me about it

I think what I was trying to say is that I feel like I rushed into this whole thing with Wyatt

And Lisa, too, I guess

her too?

you guess?

what do you mean?

i thought she is a part of the relationship?

She is, it's just that I never actually slept with her, just him

Feels more like we're sharing her husband, if anything

Maybe that's the first wrong step we've made

hmm

honestly if you feel like you were rushing into it

maybe you actually were?

i do not think that you would overthink it like this, if you would not feel this way deep down already

you are not much of a thinker

Fuck you too, Ilya

said with all the love in my heart, sexy

i promise

you just do shit because you want to do it and not waste your time thinking too much about every step of the way

is your hottest quality

though i personally prefer an overthinker 👀

especially when he is naked in my bed 🤤

already waiting for me 🤤

Dude

what? i just remembered

but i had to make sure my baby is ok first

Damn

I really mean that much to you?

of course you do

never fucking question my love for you, sexy

Love you too, baby

And I'll let you get to your husband in a sec

There's just one more thing

oh, i do not mind making him wait for a little longer

is hotter when he is getting needy 👀

Right.

so?

I have to be honest, I feel a little lost on what to do now

I'll talk to Wyatt and Lisa, of course

But what do I do after that?

While I think Wyatt and I won't be able to make it work in the long run, I'd still love to have something like you and Shane have

try smoking in front of a no smoking sign and wait for a pretty boy to approach you and shake your hand twice

worked for me

I don't smoke, though

maybe is time to start then








  
    Chapter End Notes

    them calling each other baby, sexy and any other other petnames is canon to me
even though, i didn't really have them do it before lol

russian translations:

да - yes


  


      

  












      Chapter 15
  



    Chapter Notes

      hellooooo
first i would like to apologize for how fucking long it took me to get this chapter out. i really didn't mean to procrastinate it for 5 weeks, it just kinda happened lol

specifically the past 2 weeks i have been busy playing the blood of dawnwalker for up to 8 hours every day, not a single hollanov related thought made it through. just my baby boy coen danced around in my brain
but generally, i just didn't really think about this fic much in the past weeks (kinda forgot it even exists lol) and focused on other fics for the time being, but felt a sudden burst of motivation yesterday and finally finished another chapter :))
don't want to yap too much before the chapter, but there will be more in the end notes. important stuff, too. so please don't skip it. thank you!! :))
but for now, enjoy the chapter and let me know your thoughts in the comments!! :) <3


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Ilya and Cliff haven't talked about the whole Wyatt situation in a few weeks. Mainly because Cliff mentioned his discomfort in everything that happened, but also because he said that there wasn't really much to talk about.
He wanted to deal with it once he's ready and while Ilya thought it was dumb to wait any longer than necessary — which definitely was the case by now, with the season starting up again — he didn't actually say that to his best friend. Ilya knew that he himself didn't have the best track record in the past; he absolutely sucked at communicating and Shane would be the first to tell everyone. Though Shane also had his communication issues in the past — the quite recent past even — Ilya knew when to keep his mouth shut.
Especially because he didn't even know about the Wyatt and Lisa of it all. How they felt about other people knowing of their relationship that had gotten only more complicated with the addition of a third. He desperately wanted to ask them — maybe get Cliff and Wyatt to talk it out in the process — but he didn't get involved. Yet, at least.
Wyatt and Cliff haven't interacted much in the past weeks, if they had even acknowledged each other at all. Ilya wasn't sure if that was the case. He just hoped that their lovers quarrel — or whatever the fuck they would call this mess — wouldn't disrupt the team's dynamic. Like he told Cliff before, he just couldn't let it happen again.
It was complicated and it started to really annoy him, but he also knew that he couldn't expect any other outcome from emotionally constipated professional hockey players. He just hoped that Lisa would eventually get involved. She's smart — scary smart, even — and would probably know how to peacefully resolve it.
But since he couldn't — or better said, shouldn't — get involved in relationships that had nothing to do with him, he'd have to distract himself with other thoughts. Something more positive maybe; something he had been really looking forward since the announcement for some reason he couldn't quite explain.
The first, official and in-person meeting with the new rookies of the Centaurs.
He had been giddy all day and definitely getting on Shane's nerves a bit with it. Though his darling husband wouldn't say that to his face after everything Ilya went though the past few months. Shane wasn't exactly babying him, but he also wasn't talking back as much either.
Sometimes Ilya would purposely try to rage bait Shane with the most insane takes just to see how far he can push Shane, but Shane didn't do anything. At most, Shane would roll his eyes at Ilya, maybe even tell him to stop being stupid. But nothing more than that.
Shane didn't even really object when Ilya told him that he was instating a sex ban. "That's okay, baby. Take all the time you need. I can wait," Shane said and while it was sweet and kind and caring of his husband to tell him that, Ilya was pissed off. He wanted Shane to beg, not accept defeat. His darling, boring husband was taking his intentions the completely wrong way.
Most irritating — in the most positive way possible — of all, Shane started to regularly call him baby. And obviously, he is Shane's baby. His husband. And he never wanted that to change. But at the same time he knew that Shane has never been a huge fan of pet names. Shane called him Ilya as a term of endearment — after years of only calling him Rozanov — and Ilya needed nothing more than that. So while he loved this new side of Shane, there was a little voice in the back of his head that didn't quite let him enjoy it to its fullest potential.
But before he could spent another moment overthinking his husband's new habit of using pet names, they finally arrived at the Centaurs training facility for the first pre-season practice. It was time for Ilya to fully shift his focus. Away from his personal, marital or friends related problems and just make a good first impression on the new boys.
Most of their teammates were already in the locker room; getting changed and chatting about everything and nothing. Wyatt — who actually seemed to be in a rather decent mood for the first time in weeks — was telling Troy about the new video game he had recently bought; Troy only pretended to listen, humoring Wyatt. Nick, Evan and Bood were showing each other pictures of their kids all dolled up for some reason — it was apparently picture day at their daycare and elementary schools, Ilya eventually overheard. He'd definitely ask them to see the pictures later; after practice. Seeing those pictures would greatly improve his quality of life. Though, only almost as much as pictures of Chiron would. He had to text Harris for updates on the pup as soon as he got the chance.
Luca, his eldest son, was talking to Pike; which infuriated Ilya. No son of his could be on positive terms with Pike; it was forbidden. He couldn't even accept it as a possibility. Ilya was a very accepting man, but he had to draw the line somewhere. Obviously.
The only Centaur that was still missing was Cliff. Which would probably explain Wyatt's good mood. Whenever Cliff entered the room, Wyatt's demeanor completely changed. Fucking immature behaviour, Ilya thought. Shit that he had done in the past. He had a history of self-sabotage, but watching someone else do it? It really got to a point.
And unfortunately today wasn't any different. As soon as Cliff entered the locker room, Wyatt stopped talking and turned his back to the team; his cubby suddenly becoming much more interesting than the conversation he had. And Cliff noticed that, too. But chose to ignore it; like he had been ignoring everything lately — even Ilya's texts and calls.
Ilya didn't blame him for needing space, while he would prefer for it to be different. But unfortunately he couldn't have it all.
Before any of the other guys could comment on the random mood drop, Ilya decided it was time for him to speak up.
"Gentlemen, listen up." He started, clapping his hands together and immediately managed to grab everyone's attention. He had missed this; gaining control over a room full of knucklehead hockey players with the mere power of his words. "I want everyone to be on their best behaviour today. No matter what is going on in your private lives, ok? I want the boys to feel comfortable and welcome. And I definitely do not want any repeats of what happened last season." Ilya crossed his arms in front of his chest; his expression getting just a tad bit colder as he looked at his teammates.
"There's really no need to worry, Cap. We've learned our lesson. We'll be good." Bood answered, shame of his actions to be heard in his voice. The entire team agreed. And Ilya noticed that Shane seemingly relaxed at the confirmation, as well.
"Good, I'm glad to hear that." Coach Wiebe said, appearing out of nowhere; the three — very nervous looking — rookies in tow. "Now, I'll gladly leave the boys with you. Not that it already wouldn't have been my pleasure before, but better save than sorry, right? So, here they are. Antoine LaPointe, Connor Young and Jeremy Holmberg." He introduced the boys again; each of them giving a little wave when their name was mentioned.
"Thank you, Coach. I will take over from here." Ilya — being the phenomenal captain that he is — stepped forward; an excited grin decorating his face.
"I'll leave you guys to it. But keep the banter short for now, practice is starting soon."
"Yes Coach!" The entire team replied; in perfect unison. After getting the confirmation that he wanted, Coach Wiebe left the locker room. Leaving the rookies standing by the door, as if they were scared to take a step further towards the team. Well, maybe not scared, but they were probably quite intimidated.
"Come on in, boys. Don't be shy." Cliff spoke up and waved them over to him; their cubbies were right next to his.
"I understand that you are nervous, but there is really no need to worry or be scared. While everyone on the team, except for me and my Shane of course, is a fucking idiot in one way or another, they really are not that bad." The response consisted of hooting and hollering with some loud booing from the entire team; but in a humorous way.
"What? That was a compliment." He threw his arms up in defense.
"Yeah, as backhanded as one can come, Roz." Evan playfully threw his glove at Ilya.
"Not my fault you took it that way." He shrugged and turned back to the rookies. "But while there are only good people here, shit can still happen and I need you boys to promise me that if there is ever anything that bothers you, you need to speak up. Tell someone about it and not just bottle it all up for two months, ok?" Both Holmberg and LaPointe nodded in response, but Young looked a little puzzled by what Ilya said.
"Two months seems like an awfully specific amount of time." The young rookie raised an eyebrow and as he looked around the room, he felt his new teammates tense up.
"Because it is. I am specifically referring to something that happened last season. Something that will never happen again, not as long as I am around." Ilya simply said, not providing any more information; leaving Young — and probably the other two boys, too — even more confused than they were before.
"Are we getting any context for that then?" LaPointe asked.
"No. Not yet, maybe at a later time. We will see." After he talked to Shane about it, and whether he's ready for the them to know the full truth of what happened the season prior. It would probably be beneficial for the rookies to know — so that situation like these could be avoided in the future — but he didn't want to make that decision without consulting Shane.
"The only thing that is important for now is that you will either approach me, the Captain. Or either of the alternate Captains." Ilya pointed to Bood and Cliff. "Or Coach, or literally whoever you want to talk to, if you should have an issue with something. Ok?"
"Yes Cap!" The rookies replied and Ilya could feel himself get more relaxed. They were good boys and he didn't want them to struggle like his husband had to last season.
"Good. That was all I wanted to say for now. Time for practice."
 ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 


Cens 🏒💪🥅




gentlemen

good practice today

i am actually impressed

with everyone but pike of course


Pike

Fuck off, Rozanov


this is not how you talk to your captain, pike

no respect 😒

i really hope that the boys do not take your poor behavior as an example


Pike

Maybe try not being an asshole for once

And then we can talk about this whole "treating you with respect" bullshit again


anyway


Pike

Oh, I see


shut up pike

i have to say i am also very impressed with you rookies

i was only shown a few videos of you playing, but it is actually quite impressive to watch in person


Barrett

That sounds too normal for you

I'm waiting for something unhinged to follow


but was to be expected from my and shanes sons 😌

our genes are very strong 💪🏼 


Barrett

There it is

Weirdo


you just have no whimsy barrett


Hollzy

Ilya please

Don't be weird


you also have no whimsy любимый

boring, boring boys


LaPointe

Ignoring all that

I actually had a lot of fun today

Didn't see that coming, if I'm honest


Young

Yeah same!!

Including the not expecting it part lol


Holmberg

I don't think I've ever actually had this much fun playing hockey


very happy to hear that


Dykstra

Soooo

Can we talk about it then?


what is it now evan?


Chouinard

Talk about what?


Dykstra

The fact that little Bergy looks like he could actually be Roz's and Hollzy's son


Holmberg

What the fuck? 


Haasy

OH

I actually noticed that, too


Young

Of course you did

You filthy shipper


Haasy

Just accept the defeat finally, Connor


i do not see it, think?


Hollzy

Yeah, me either?


Bood

Oh what Evan?

Because the kid looks vaguely Asian and has black curly hair he suddenly is their kid?


Hollzy

"Vaguely Asian"

Seriously?


Bood

I didn't know how else to say it

Leave me alone 😭


Hazy

Not to be that guy, but Bergy also has freckles


Hollzy

A lot of people have freckles


Hazy

And he has moles in the exact same spots as Roz


coincidence

moles are not rare


Dykstra

Just accept it

He's your son, for real


Hollzy

You're all insane, but okay


LaPointe

I mean, it would certainly explain why he's the favorite son after just one day...


Young

I thought Luca was their favorite?


i can have more than one favorite

i have two hands


LaPointe

Sure, confirm your blatant favoritism right into our faces 😒


Young

I honestly don't expect to ever be the favorite after the whole Shane/Scott debacle


i know what the slash means

i am on ao3

never put their names together in that context ever again

or you will regret it, connie


Young

Point proven


Holmberg

Okay so

I mean, not to feed into the team's delusions

But it does technically make sense that I look a bit like a combination of them?

I'm the child of Japanese-Canadian and a Russian after all


Bood

Woah, really?


Holmberg

Yeah

Russian mom, Japanese-Canadian father


so by that logic

i birthed you then?

interesting


Hollzy

Wait-

Do you speak Russian??


Bood

You two definitely have your priorities...


Pike

I can feel Shane's upcoming panic attack from here


Holmberg

I'll just ignore what Roz said, for my own mental health

But to answer Hollzy's question

No, I don't speak Russian

Aside from a few key phrases, like "Hello", "Goodbye", "Thank you" etc.


Hollzy

Thank God.

Of course, I'm not relieved for any particular reason.

It's just a general statement.


Bood

Right


Dykstra

Of course


Pike

Maybe you should still take this as a lesson?

To keep your dirty talk in the locker room to a minimum

Since you can never know who might be able to understand you...


do not tell us how to live our lives pike


Hollzy

For once, I agree with my husband

You talk to your wives however you want to in the locker room

In English

For everyone to hear and understand

But we are the problem?

Sounds homophobic to me


yes cолнышко

i agree

pike is a horrible person for even suggesting something like this

i really expected better from you, pike...


Pike

...

Fine, I accept defeat

Forget I said anything

I'm sorry


Barrett

We really can't have one normal conversation in this chat, can we?


Dykstra

I guess not, no

But I don't mind it

This chat is certainly more entertaining than the reality TV shows that Cait makes me watch with her


happy to be of service to you

but if you prefer it, troy. i can also be serious for a moment

i actually need to be, i think


Young

I'll just be scared in advance


is nothing scary

just clarification about something


Holmberg

Still scared


LaPointe

Shaking in my boots as we speak 🫨


i need you rookies to understand that all this talk of you being my and shanes sons is supposed to be funny

if you should feel uncomfortable with it, speak up and i will stop

and i also want to say, i know that are you the youngest on the team and less experienced than us other players

with the exception of pike

he is an inexperienced loser


Pike

Fuck you.


do not interrupt my captain speech 🙄

me calling you my sons, does not mean that you are above criticism

i know that you are grown men

with functional cocks, balls and all


Hollzy

Ilya.


what? is true

do not be so boring, shane

anyway

you do not need me, or anyone on the team, to baby you just because you are yoing

if you do well, you get praise

if you do not do well, you get criticism

like every other player

tough love


Young

Yeah, that sounds fair

And I'm not uncomfortable with it


LaPointe

I don't have a problem with that either

As long as you really don't forget we're grown ass men 😭


i will not


Holmberg

I also don't mind it :)


good, if you should ever change your mind. please say so

but i have to say i miss marley in this chat

he would have immediately told me how horny my captain speech made him...😔

it is the little things to make one feel appreciated


Barrett

Weirdo


you are repeating yourself


Bood

Alright cool, anyway

Good that we got that out of the way now


you did not even involve yourself in the conversation, bood


Bood

Didn't need to

But there's something that I want to talk about now 👀


Dykstra

I already smell the BBQ invitation coming our way 👀


Bood

Fuck yeah, Evan

We still didn't have the redemption BBQ for Hollzy or the citizenship celebration for Roz

And with the new boys now on our team, it sounds like a perfect opportunity for me to host a BBQ, no?


LaPointe

"Redemption BBQ"? 

Do I even want to know what you mean with that?


Bood

Probably not, but I'll give you a short summary

We were assholes to Hollzy last season

His first official BBQ experience was ruined because of us and we still need to fix that


Hollzy

And I told you many times already that there's really no need to "fix" anything

Since I'm not mad anymore


Bood

I know, but still.

We want you to have a good time.

We're aiming for Saturday next week, so please let me know if you can make it 😇


shane and i will be there, of course

i want to be celebrated

and we WILL bring anya

no matter what you say bood


Bood

Would never dare to say no to you bringing my goddaughter around, Roz


Barrett

Just talked to Harris, we're free on Saturday, too

You don't even have to ask, Roz

We will be bringing Chiron, of course


perfect, as you should


Hazy

I don't know Lisa's schedule for this weekend, but I'll definitely be there

Will text you once I know if Lisa will be, too


Dykstra

Cait, Susie and I will be there


Chouinard

Selena, the girls and I will be, too


Haasy

Me too

And I'll be sure to pick up the newbies


being a good older brother, i see


Haasy

Well, someone has to be


love to see it


Pike

If bringing kids really is okay, Jackie and I will bring ours as well


Bood

Sure!

The more the merrier, I'd say


be sure to buy enough food...

those kids eat more than me


Dykstra

That's possible??


Pike

Absolutely is...

I also don't understand how


Bood

Alright, I took a mental note of that

That's everyone then

Except for Marlow, but I'll just text him privately


Hazy

Does he have to come, though?


Bood

Yeah?

He's part of the team

Of course I'm inviting him, too


Hazy

Great. 😒

Really looking forward to that. 😒


Chouinard

God Hazy

Can you stop being a bitch finally?


Dykstra

Woah

You know someone's annoying if Nick is the first one to say something about it


Hazy

What the fuck, Nick??


Chouinard

Whatever happened between you and Marlow

You need to talk about it

This shit has been going on for way too long already

Grow the fuck up


Hazy

You don't even know what happened

Maybe I'm reacting appropriately


Chouinard

I actually couldn't care less if you are or not

Be a fucking adult for once in your life and have a conversation with your fucking teammate

Fucking hell


damn nicky

curse more please

it is hot af

really gets me going 😛


Bood

Dude


Barrett

Time and place, Roz


Dykstra

Hollzy

Control your man


Hollzy

I agree with Ilya actually


Pike

What the fuck, Shane??


Hollzy

I said what I said








  
    Chapter End Notes

    russian translations:
любимый - darling

cолнышко - sunshine / sun
a/n (will include spoilers for the future of this fic):
lately there has been a lot of discourse online (mainly saw it go down on threads) of an author removing the HEA tag at the very end of their fic; when they posted the final chapter. i saw that a lot of people were infuriated by that decision, and i was too, because it felt very misleading. i won't disclose the name of the author or of the fic, because i don't want them to get harrassed. but it still made me think about some things, specifically related to this fic and its storylines.
because i have changed my mind about something as well.

obviously i won't break up hollanov, i actually wouldn't dare. this story is about them and their coming out. with a happy ending and all.

BUT i want to let you know that i WILL break up the Cliff/Wyatt/Lisa throuple, rather than finding a way to fix it and have them stay together. i already removed the relationship tag for them from this fic a while ago in preparation.

i know that a lot of you have been very excited about that storyline and i was too at first, but i quickly noticed that i struggled a lot with how to make their dynamic work (especially in regards to the angst "arc" related to them that i introduced). but while that is the case, and cliff will get a new partner at some point in this fic, i won't have cliff and wyatt (and lisa) end on bad terms. they're not talking right now and wyatt is being a bit of a dick, but they will eventually make up and go back to being friends.
i'm so fucking sorry for not being able to make them work, i really tried. but i wrote myself into a corner that i couldn't make it out of. it's one of the biggest reasons why this fic is taking me so long to write chapters for. and it felt important to me to be transparent about my plans and intentions. i hope you'll stick around to find out what i have in store for them, anyway :)
thank you :)


  






  










Afterword


    
        
          End Notes

          thank you for reading :)


        


    


  Please drop by the Archive and comment to let the creator know if you enjoyed their work!








