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#TRANScendingTheCloset

    by xianvar

      Summary

      Haydon't @hpikesbraincell
omg you guys I think I need to check the pocket I keep his braincell ... IT'S GONE I THINK HAYD CURRENTLY ACTUALLY HAS POSSESSION OF THE BRAINCELL #goodDude #goodAlly
Hockey Is For Everyone @Hockey4EveryoneOrg
What a surprise! We've just spotted a very familiar car to dedicated #Metros fans in the parking lot at #PlaceBell where one of our #TRANScendingTheCloset camps is held... 👀
[picture attached: A black minivan with black-tinted windows is parking in one of the reserved spaces in a parking lot. The background shows "Place Bell" on a hockey rink, and the back of the car features a stylised decal of a hockey stick, two Stanely Cups, several gems, a sword in a stone, and a casino chip.]





      Notes

        So! I’m meant to be writing my Fandom Trumps Hate fills (which ngl I am very excited about) but! my friend reminded me that today is Trans Day of Visibility. And since I was thinking to myself yesterday, “Man, I hope I can work in the fact that the Beat Reporter in Weak Backhand is trans!”, it seemed like too good an opportunity to pass up.

So, behold: A comparatively fluffy and probably unrealistically supportive setup for LGBTQ (Youth) Hockey Players!

There are still traces of (systemic) trans-/homophobia and referenced homophobia, but the stuff shown is very much from supportive characters.

Happy Trans Day of Visibility!


        
          See the end of the work for more notes
        



  






    






#TRANScendingTheCloset

    
      Hockey Is For Everyone @Hockey4EveryoneOrg

Happy #TransVisibilityDay! Today is the first day of our #TRANScendingTheCloset mini camps, a two-day camp for #LGBTQ Youth with #inclusive teams and off-ice coaching for being #trans and #queer in hockey spaces!
> Hockey Is For Everyone @Hockey4EveryoneOrg

As part of the #YouCanPlay campaign, our 8 #TRANScendingTheCloset camps are supported by contributions and staff from several of the country's men's and women's leagues as well as #MentalHealth and #LGBTQ support organisations ⬇️⬇️⬇️
>> Hockey Is For Everyone @Hockey4EveryoneOrg

1/8: Vancouver: Bantam & Midget, mixed teams for #LGBTQ youth at the #PacificColiseum, sponsored by the #MLH's @VancouverBigfoot and #IWHL @VancouverTornados, and counselors and guest speakers from the @VancouverTribune, @VancouverPrideCounseling, and many more! bit.ly/87sjkq
[...]
>> Hockey Is For Everyone @Hockey4EveryoneOrg

7/8: Montreal/Ottawa: Bantam & Midget, with skating lessons and #LGBTQ and mixed teams, hosted at #PlaceBell by the #AHL's @LavalJets the #BellCensplex by the #MLH's @OttawaCentaurs in a cross-team effort! Teams will face off against each other Sunday afternoon in a mini-tournament. bit.ly/su74bm
>> Hockey Is For Everyone @Hockey4EveryoneOrg

8/8: Quebec: Bantam, Midget, and Adult camps at the #RogersArena and #CanadianTireCenter! A variety of #IWHL coaches, stars, and alumni from the @QuebecLionnes and local #MentalHealth coaches will teach skating, hockey, and building an inclusive community. bit.ly/3js90k
 
PK on the PK @BigfootTruther

Good morning on this beautiful #TransVisibilityDay! Wanna bet whether ANY #MLH stars will pipe up today
> two mins for slashing @heyitsLana

I mean the Bigfoot are hosting...
>> PK on the PK @BigfootTruther

I may be a #truther, but I'm still trying to keep my expectations low...
 
Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

What an exciting day! I usually cover #Metros hockey, but today I have the honour to be at the @Hockey4EveryoneOrg #MTL camp for #TransVisibilityDay as a part time coach (!! me!) and to tell the kids in attendance about my job as a #SportsJournalist.
> Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

I never skated to the level of the #Metros I cover, or even competed, but #preTransition I was part of a team... which I lost when I decided to be myself
>> Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

You can imagine how excited I am that today's kids (hopefully!) won't face the same choice as I did!
>>> Sticks 'n Pucks @sticksnpucks

if you haven't yet seen it, there's a really cool #inclusive beer league team that my sister plays in... might be worth checking out! (FB: MTLQueersOnSkates)
>>> Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

Oh!! That is very exciting, and even if it might be tricky with my schedule (#boohoo, I know 😂), I'm sure it will be of interest to a few of you following me!
 
 
Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

omg you guys I think I need to check the pocket I keep his braincell ... IT'S GONE I THINK HAYD CURRENTLY ACTUALLY HAS POSSESSION OF THE BRAINCELL #goodDude #goodAlly
Hockey Is For Everyone @Hockey4EveryoneOrg

What a surprise! We've just spotted a very familiar car to dedicated #Metros fans in the parking lot at #PlaceBell where one of our #TRANScendingTheCloset camps is held... 👀
[picture attached: A black minivan with black-tinted windows is parking in one of the reserved spaces in a parking lot. The background shows "Place Bell" on a hockey rink, and the back of the car features a stylised decal of a hockey stick, two Stanely Cups, several gems, a sword in a stone, and a casino chip.]


> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

asldkjas omg babe 😂😂
>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

no but fr that's his car!! #StanningTheRightDude
>>> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

I never said you didn't -- he also posted in support of Hunter last summer, after all 😌 #ourGoodGuysAreAmazing
 
Pike and Hollance @shaydown

Guys, remember this??? now i'm wondering if the rumour was a lie, or if hayden pike has more balls than i expected...
Queer as Ice News @queerhockeynews

Rumour: #Metros organisation told players to "stay family friendly" ahead of queer youth camps in the city https://www.queerhockeynews.ca/content/news/20180330...

> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

tbh with how quiet the metros have been after initial congrats, I wouldn't be surprised if Piker just todl front office where to stuff it
>> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

Now if only our cap was a bit less of a wet noodle in that regard...
>>> Pike and Hollance @shaydown

tbf it is a lot easier for mr. four kids and a wife since he was 18 pike to be outspoken than asian hockey genius shane hollander... #ShaneApologist
>>>> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

absolutely!! but a guy can dream, y'know?...
 
Hockey Is For Everyone @Hockey4EveryoneOrg

More reinforcements! @shawnpollin78 and @PKLaughton put their differences ahead of tomorrow's #NewYorkGladiators vs. #VancouverBigfoot game aside to stop by the #PacificColiseum and teach these kids a thing or two about wrist shots and sportsmanship!
> Hockey Is For Everyone @Hockey4EveryoneOrg

#Gladiator's Captain @shawnpollin78 has been outspoken in his support of fellow captain @scotthunter21, who came out publicly after winning the Stanley Cup last season, and the #Bigfoot's @PKLaughton has a history of supporting inclusive hockey initiatives.
 
 
Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

WHAT A SURPRISE!! Ran into these three beauties on my way back from a bathroom break... #ShaneHollander @hayden35pike @JJBoizy16
[picture attached: A selfie of a young man of Lebanese descent, cheeks flushed and grinning. He is wearing hockey gear and a snapback, under which unruly brown curls show. He is surrounded by Shane Hollander, Hayden Pike, and JJ Boiziau, in track suits and snapbacks. Hollander smiling a little awkwardly and Pike and Boiziau grinning widely. Pike has a gearbag slung over his shoulder in rainbow colours, while Boiziau and Hollander are carrying normal gear bags.]

> Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

Please know that I'm trying to get my grinning under control again so I don't give it away the moment I step back on the ice... but the kids will be OVER THE MOON, I can already tell. I also spotted @SophieTWelman earlier, who three separate kids named as an inspiration #noSelfieTho
 
 
🏳️‍🌈 no blame 4 shane 🏳️‍🌈 @redandblue24

!!!!! I take it all back!!
Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

WHAT A SURPRISE!! Ran into these three beauts on my way back from a bathroom break... #ShaneHollander @hayden35pike @JJBoizy16
[picture attached: A selfie of a young man of Lebanese descent, cheeks flushed and grinning. He is wearing hockey gear and a snapback, under which unruly brown curls show. He is surrounded by Shane Hollander, Hayden Pike, and JJ Boiziau, in track suits and snapbacks. Hollander smiling a little awkwardly and Pike and Boiziau grinning widely. Pike has a gearbag slung over his shoulder in rainbow colours, while Boiziau and Hollander are carrying normal gear bags.]


> 🏳️‍🌈 no blame 4 shane 🏳️‍🌈 @redandblue24

no seriously I'm grinning at least as wide as the amazing @WLawsonMTL both bc I KNOW he's JJ's fave reporter and I hope JJ told him that but also !!! Three good eggs on the team CONFIRMED
>> 🏳️‍🌈 no blame 4 shane 🏳️‍🌈 @redandblue24

And even Shane barely looks like he had to be forced to be there 😂😂 #notTheMostSocialGuy
>>> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

Yeah ngl for Hollsy he looks downright delighted to be there 😂 I hope they have an EXCELLENT time and that these kids know how lucky they are!!!!
 
 
HOLLAYES @amelielovesmetros

Oh my god I spend ONE Saturday touching grass and MISS THREE OF OUR GUYS BEING AT THE #LGBTQ HOCKEY CAMPS???
> Philomena @coralyourdemons

I knowwwww gurllll what an unexpected but beautiful turn of events!!
>> HOLLAYES @amelielovesmetros

it makes me so happy!!! Not even from a shipper's perspective but like as a queer canadian hockey fan
>>> 🏳️‍🌈 no blame 4 shane 🏳️‍🌈 @redandblue24

I know the org & so many of the guys aren't great (isn't theriault up to like CAD15k in fines now for slurs during games???) but !! the Captain and both A's showed up 😌🥰🥰
>>>> HOLLAYES @amelielovesmetros

yeahhhh thery makes me consider becoming a fulltime #Raiders fan more and more...
 
 
Hockey Is For Everyone @Hockey4EveryoneOrg

#LeadershipShowsUp in Montreal! #ShaneHollander, @hayden35pike and @JJBoizy16 from the #Metros showed up at the #PlaceBell for the #TRANScendingTheCloset mini camp, and were later joined by rookie Josh Lennert @LennyBeGood who brought DONUTS!
> Hockey Is For Everyone @Hockey4EveryoneOrg

They tagged in for this morning's guests from the #IWHL, so #LavalFalcons Captain @SabineKeller18, teammate @CaraPinoHockey, and Assistant Coach Lara Lapierre (who also coached the Canadian Women's team to Gold at two out of the last four World Cups!) could enjoy some well-earned down-time!
>> Hockey Is For Everyone @Hockey4EveryoneOrg

Tomorrow morning, the hosts #LavalJets promised to stop by to explain about their strength conditioning and physio, and how pivotal a role the training staff is for their success on the ice!
 
 
Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

In between drills, I happened to be next to @hayden35pike at the boards, who admitted that it was his idea to show up: "I've always thought of myself as a very progressive person -- my sister will be marrying her wife this summer, so the #LGBTQ community has always been close to my heart."
> Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

Pike: "But I was reminded recently that loving your queer sister isn't the same as showing support, so I've been trying to actually go out there and *act* like an ally, instead of just quietly congratulating myself for being 'open minded'. So, yeah. Shane, JJ, and Lenny were happy to tag along, and here we are."
>> Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

I got the feeling that he is aware of how much this means to these kids -- and me! -- but he was still very humble and very quick to redirect the focus onto the kids and the ice, and told me that what I was doing -- sharing my lived experience -- was a lot more than what he is doing, because "[he] is just showing up and playing hockey."
 
Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

#LRT HAYDEN FUCKING PIKE EVERYONE
> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

Like genuinely I didn't expect too much but what the fuck. What a gem. I swear if Thery reduces his icetime for this...
>> HOLLAYES @amelielovesmetros

Oh shit I hadn't even thought of that oh fuck
>>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

#FamilyFriendly ...
 
🏳️‍🌈 no blame 4 shane 🏳️‍🌈 @redandblue24

Okay I have to admit depsite the UN after we learned Piker would be there, I did question HOllsy for a brief moment #thatFightStillHauntsMe
> HOLLAYES @amelielovesmetros

Okay but do you think that fight was related to Piker's wake-up call? #notToSayHesGayBut
>> 🏳️‍🌈 no blame 4 shane 🏳️‍🌈 @redandblue24

oh fuck I didn't even think of that 😳 but like he WAS dating Landry last year 


>>> HOLLAYES @amelielovesmetros

Yeah but that was SO public it had to be a stunt right??
>>>> 🏳️‍🌈 no blame 4 shane 🏳️‍🌈 @redandblue24

with all my love to our cap but I can't see him coming to a camp like this if he's actually gay. Like. he's SO fucking careful and private that I feel like he'd overcorrect in the opposite
>>>>> Pike and Hollance @shaydown

who knows mb piker had the right incentives 😏
 
 
 
Hayden Pike @hayden35pike

I was lucky enough to get a chance to stop by @Hockey4EveryoneOrg's #TRANScendingTheCloset camps today! Sports can be alienating for those who don't fit the mold, and I think it's important to remind people that yes, hockey IS for everyone, no matter their gender, sexuality, race, or financial background!
> Hayden Pike @hayden35pike

That's why #ShaneHollander, @JJBoizy16, @GagsnTricks, and I will EACH be matching all donations to @hockey4EveryoneOrg this weekend, up to $50k! #HockeyIs4Everyone #YouCanPlay *
>> Hayden Pike @hayden35pike

* part of the funds MAY go towards making sure Hollsy won't traumatize future generations...
[video attached: Shane Hollander, in light gear but without a helmet, is standing on the ice. He's holding a stick and demonstrating something, while the teens around him look on in obvious confusion. One teen raises their hand, appears to say something, which has Hollander shaking his head and demonstrating the move again.
Sophie Welman, who won gold at the Frozen Four for Minnesota before transitioning, skates up, gently pushes Hollander away, and exaggeratedly places her hands in the right position on her stick.
After a moment, Hollander skates over to the camera, lips pressed together. "I don't get it," he tells the person behind the camera. "I'm using the same words as Sophie, but --"
Hayden Pike, from behind the camera, chuckles. His disembodied arm shows up and claps Hollander on the shoulder. "It's good to know there's something you aren't exceptional at, bro."
"Haha," Hollander says drily. "Thanks for your support."
"Always."]

 
 
Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

asldkjasdlkaj HWO HAD HOLLSY BEING A SHIT COACH ON THEIR BINGO???
> Pike and Hollance @shaydown

arent the greats almost always shit at explaining? 😂😂
>> Cliffs down to Rozbottom @ilyavthecliffs

have you SEEN Roz? He coached at this mites camp last year here in Boston - super dl affair, I only bc my OOMF had her kid in that class - and OOMF's kid would NOT shut up afterwards. OOMF swears he jumped by an order of magnitude in his playing
>>>  Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

... Ilya Georganov, who excels at everything 10,000x more than the average person, is an outlier adn should not have been counted
>> 🏳️‍🌈 no blame 4 shane 🏳️‍🌈 @redandblue24

okay not to be a caricature of myself but i think Shane just needs the right student. give him an awkward high-achiever like himself and he'd exel! #orCrashEvenWorse #ILoveTheGuyBut
>>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

Can I just say I love Hayd even more for giving us this confirmation that Shane Hollander actually CAN be bad at something that has to do with hockey??
 
Putting the 'ho' in Hollander @hollerforhollanov

If this is the entire list of the #goodGuys in our lockerroom, maybe I do need to look for a new team...
Hayden Pike @hayden35pike

That's why #ShaneHollander, @JJBoizy16, @GagsnTricks, and I will EACH be matching all donations to @hockey4EveryoneOrg this weekend, up to $50k! #HockeyIs4Everyone #YouCanPlay *

> 🏳️‍🌈 no blame 4 shane 🏳️‍🌈 @redandblue24

And Lenny! But I'm not surprised that on a rookie's salary he's not matching the $50k... But he did show up and apparently sponsored the treats??
>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

And it's not like there's THAT much to choose from... at least in men's hockey. The women's league on the other hand is looking pretty good and they're SO QUEER, so go support your local #IWHL team if you have one! (If not, the #BostonHarpies are amazing and have a great brand manager!)
>>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

But like, at least our guys showed up. Toronto only got K*nt making some reallllly off-colour comments, and even in Vancouver only PK showed up from the team :( He's trying very hard, but... yeah. #ThankuHaydenPike
>>>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

Or if you're masochistic enough, Ottawa hasn't been utter shitstains, but they're also not winning (and also your family might disown you if you switch from MTL to OTT allegiance here 😂😂)
>>>>> Putting the 'ho' in Hollander @hollerforhollanov

Ahahaha thank you for the rundown! I think I'm not desperate enough to look into Ottawa, but I've been thinking of getting tickets to the next Laval Falcons game! I'll DEFINITELY be doing that now, Sabine and Cara were SO GOOD to watch in the camp footage 🥰
>>>>>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

Yesssss!! JOIN US JOIN US JOIN US!! Boston's in town soon (Saturday next week), so that's a must-see for sure. But dm me if you go to a game and wanna meet up, I have a season ticket so I'm at pretty much all of them!! :D
 
 
 
 
Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

What an amazing weekend! It was great to share the ice with so many hopeful, excited kids, to see our guest coaches adapt to the situation (even if not all coaching skills were created equal 😉), and see the support and community this event already has created!
> Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

I saw so many phone numbers and facebook contacts and after-school clubs be exchanged between kids who otherwise might never have met. I grew up as an outsider -- I had friends at school, but no one who was *Like Me*, and the sport I loved made me feel like it didn't love me back
>> Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

Being a beat writer for the metros is pretty great (and I am aware that I pass very well these days, and most of these guys do not know me off the ice and/or pre-transition), but it's not the same as being ON the ice. Being part of a team
>>> Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

I was lucky enough to find a niche for myself in this sport where I can BE myself. But if this continues, the next generation won't have to be LUCKY -- they will just be able to play. Because #hockeyIs4Everyone and if you can play, #YouCanPlay.
>>>> Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

Thank you to @Hockey4EveryoneOrg for organising these camps and inviting me to be an on-ice coach and speaker. This was a huge opportunity both for me, but also for so many kids all across the country, and I am so grateful I was able to get involved in this.
>>>>> Bill Lawson 🏳️‍⚧️ @WLawsonMTL

And thank you to all of you who followed me today and gave me pointers about all the queer and queerfriendly spaces right around me -- a write-up will follow (once I can move again, because OOF I haven't been on skates all day like this in TOO LONG)

    





  










Afterword


    
        
          End Notes

          Had a tweet that made you grin? A bit that resonated? Let me know and you’ll fuel me for the next month.

You can also come yell at me on tumblr, where I fill prompts with drabbles, reblog HR and other stuff, and sometimes yap about writing.


        


    


  Please drop by the Archive and comment to let the creator know if you enjoyed their work!








