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Weak Backhand

    by xianvar

      Summary

      Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN
Asked about facing a divided #Metros team tomorrow, Boston #Raiders Captain Ilya Rozanov says, "We don't need it, but if they want to give us [an] advantage..."

> Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN
"Of course, Hollander's weak backhand is all the advantage we need. Maybe Pike finally pointed that out to him," Rozanov adds tongue-in-cheek. "It is true, but also [an] insult from Montreal's 15th best player."

Or: Shane Hollander and Hayden Pike appear to be fighting. While the internet tries to figure out what might have happened there, Rozanov has a theory of his own – one that makes the looming Metros-Raiders match-up even more competitive.



      Notes

        Thank you to hailstormtsunami for participating in ICE OUT!

I was very excited to be prompted with a SocMed fic :D Premise from a conversation in a discord server, about how Ilya is definitely riling Shane up with the Weak Backhand comments :D I picked this premise because I was certain it would be “shorter” – and I’m still not sure if I was wrong about this fic’s length or whether the others would have spiralled even more.

I riffed off of the excellent SocMed fic @MLHTracker for styling this fic. It should be readable without a work skin and on eReaders.


        
          See the end of the work for more notes
        



  






    






Weak Backhand

    
      Pike and Hollance @shaydown

what the FUCK is up w hollsy and piker today?? I swear theyve never been this out of sync?????
> not your favorite team @helpMEtros

guys admit it, who brought the telepathic interference machine?
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

And another failed pass from Pike to Hollander, intercepted by Vaughn who sends it up the ice to Hunter. Hunter scores for the 1-0 #MTLvNYA

 
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

#Metros not clicking at all in these first 20 minutes against the defending Cup Champions #Admirals... Admirals up 1-0, so we will likely see changes in the lines for period two #MTLvNYA
> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

As predicted, Theriault shuffles the lines in a lackluster effort from the #Metros so far tonight. Pike now with Spencer and Marner on the second line, Lennert on first w/ Hollander.
>> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Also interesting: no Hollander/Pike huddle on the bench today. Team seems intent to keep them apart. A rift in the core of the MTL locker room does not bode well for a season with high expectations.
 
Pike and Hollance @shaydown

😭😭😭 my parents are fighting
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Also interesting: no Hollander/Pike huddle on the bench today. Team seems intent to keep them apart. A rift in the core of the MTL locker room does not bode well for a season with high expectations.

> Legolass @legolasssss

My writer heart is very 👀 but my reluctantly-cheering-for-metros soul is crying 😭
>> not your favorite team @helpMEtros

yeah... they were supposed to bounce back this year, but Piker seemed to pass more to the Ads than Hollsy today #rip
 
no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

MY BB GETS TO PLAY WITH HIS SENPAI!!!!!!
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

As predicted, Theriault shuffling the lines in a lackluster effort from the #Metros so far tonight. Pike now with Spencer and Marner on the second line, Lennert on first w/ Hollander.

> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

I'm sorry to all #Shayden fans but !!! this!!! Dream come true for Lenny for sure #notAShipper #JustALennyLover #inMySpareTime
>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

Ahahaha name change incoming? Glad for you, Lenny deserves his time to shine!!
>>> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

no 😔 I'm too attached to my UN... and also it's too relevant too often #mediaGetAGrip #NotAOneManShow
 

Me (10:37 pm):

please call me, солнышко
 
Jane 💖 (10:51 pm):

It's not a good time right now.

And I'm not feeling very 'sunshine' at the moment.
Me (10:51 pm):

that is why you call me

or I call pike...
Jane 💖 (10:52 pm): 

You don't even have his number.
Me (10:53 pm): 

I don't?

[contact attached: Hayden 'Loser' Pike ☠️ +01 438 18...]
Jane 💖 (10:53 pm): 

What the fuck?

How did you get that?

You can't save him like that!
Me (10:54 pm): 

😇

yes, can
Jane 💖 (10:55 pm):

You shouldn't. This could look very bad.
Me (10:55 pm):

no one will see

and you are distracting
Jane 💖 (10:56 pm):

I wasn't.

I was being serious earlier, it's really not a good time right now. We're on the bus to the airport.

I'll call you tomorrow, okay?
Me (10:56 pm): 

ok

are you alright?
 
Jane 💖 (11:02 pm): 

I'm fine. Hayd is... it will be fine.

He just needs a moment to adjust.
Me (11:03 pm): 

that is too many fines
Jane 💖 (11:04 pm):

It's the truth.

I know Hayd, okay? He'll be fine once he's adjusted.

I mean, I have been lying to him for ten years.
Me (11:05 pm):

he is idiot

should adjust faster

is very simple concept yes?

I will crush him in boards next week
Jane 💖 (11:18 pm):

You can't kill Hayden.
Me (11:18 pm): 

did not say kill

not easy out for him
Jane 💖 (11:19 pm): 

Ilya.
Me (11:20 pm): 

Shane
 
Jane 💖 (11:35 pm): 

We're boarding now. I'll call you tomorrow, okay?
Me (11:35 pm): 

call me when you land
Jane 💖 (11:36 pm): 

I won't fuck up your sleep schedule!
Me (11:37 pm): 

I will sleep better when I know pike did not fuck you up
 
Jane 💖 (11:41 pm): 

And you claim to be an asshole
Me (11:41 pm): 

Lies!

Slander!

I am asshole!!
Jane 💖 (11:44 pm): 

Sure.

Fine, I'll text you after we've landed, okay?
Me (11:45 pm): 

ok

я тебя люблю
Jane 💖 (11:46 pm):

♥️

I love you, too.

 

 
not your favorite team @helpMEtros

the Metros have TWO bad games and suddenly the end of the world is upon us... #getagrip
Greg van den Leuven @GregvdLHockey

Opinion piece: The end of a dynasty? Metros Captain Hollander struggles to recapture magic with linemate Pike after return to the lineup following a concussion last season bit.ly/74dah

> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

Days Since My Display Name Was On Topic: 0
>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

I hate that you're right. I also hate that MY name is on topic again... #weKnowWhosFaultItIs
 
 
Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

u know theyre in their divorce area when hollsy is actually driving himself 😂😭
17q @reverbing17

so my mom works at the metros training facility in Brossard and she just mentioned that hollsy and piker were arriving separetly... usually they ALWAYS come in together 👀

> Pike and Hollance @shaydown

☠️☠️☠️ I dont think weve EVER seen them avoid each other like this?? #ChildofDivorce
>> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

certainly not this bad... wonder what happened there :(
>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

Why are men
 
not your favorite team @helpMEtros

nooooo we're playing Boston in three days they need to sort their shit out!!
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Same lines from MTL @ NYA in today's practice: 91 - 24 - 89 / 35 - 20 - 18. 3rd & 4th lines unchanged. Lennert looks good w/ Hollander and White, Pike very quiet w/ Spencer and Marner.

> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

WHAT could have happened there fr?? piker stuck with hollsy through his macrobiotic diet, thats gotta be friend 4 lyfe right???
>> Child of Divorce @shaydown

yeah im ???? unless hollsys made a pass on Jackie idk what could have happened????
>>> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

yeah :((( ik we dont know them but my hearts still breaking for them :((((
>>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

Watch it be sth super stupid -.- tho like. I hope we'll never learn bc Shane is SO private and it would be such a breach...
 

 
Hayden (8:14 am):

do u want to come for dinner today?
 
Hayden (11:37 am):

look I know I've been an asshole. I wanted to apologise in person but you were already gone when I got back from the trainers. I shouldn't have reacted like that and I'm sorry. Please come to dinner tonight?

The girls miss you. And so does Arthur.
 
Me (12:08 pm):

Only the girls and Arthur?
Hayden (12:09 pm):

And I miss you, dolt. Of course I miss you. You're my best friend.

[this message has been deleted]

I promise I'll be an adult about this

Or grovel. Whatever you want
 
Me (12:16 pm):

I'll come for dinner.

No need to grovel.
Hayden (12:16 pm): 

♥️

Love you, man. You know that, right?
Me (12:38 pm):

Yeah.


 
no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

wheeeeere is Jackie Pike to talk some sense into her husband and her BIL??
> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

ikkkkkkk.... but shes already parenting 4 kids under 7, youd think these two wld be old enough to know better
>> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

ignore my UN bc I am ABSOLUTELY blaming Shane in this... grown man should know better (and so should Piker)
>>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

I love my man but between him and Hollsy I know who I'd blame... #notHollsy #maybeIshouldGiveBackTheBraincell
> Child of Divorce @shaydown

its not even because of shipping or winning games (tho yeah fuck we were barely scraping by with them clicking) but like. its ALWAYS been hollsy&piker. it just breaks my heart that theyre so visibly at odds u know
>> Child of Divorce @shaydown

thats my captains emotional support winger!!!!!
 

 
Hayden (9:12 pm):

Hey I forgot to say it earlier I think but I'm glad we had dinner today. I really missed you

Even though it was only three days
 
Me (9:26 pm):

We are really not beating the codependent allegations.
Hayden (9:27 pm):

Pls know I gasped

How do you even know about those?

God of course HE would be terminally online
Me (9:29 pm):

He has a name and you can use it.

Especially if you meant the invitation for dinner with both of us tomorrow.
Hayden (9:30 pm):

Can't I have one day of grace??

Fine. And of course I meant it.

You are my best friend even if you have shit taste in men
Me (9:31 pm):

Hayd...
Hayden (9:32 pm):

I know I know

I'm good

I promise

Talking about codependent tho: I'll pick you up tomorrow as usual?
Me (9:35 pm):

That would be great.Thanks 🙂
Hayden (9:36 pm):

Yay!! Even tho that smiley makes it look like you want to kill me...
Me (9:37 pm):

🙂


 
Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

Asked about facing a divided #Metros team tomorrow, Boston #Raiders Captain Ilya Rozanov says, "We don't need it, but if they want to give us [an] advantage..."
> Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

"Of course, Hollander's weak backhand is all [the] advantage we need. Maybe Pike finally pointed that out to him," Rozanov adds tongue-in-cheek. "It is true, but also [an] insult from Montreal's 15th best player."
>> Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

Rozanov and Raiders are definitely in good spirits ahead of tomorrow's game against the Metros as their rivalry heats up once again #BOSvMTL
>>> Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

Crucially, Hollander has been widely praised for his accuracy and proficiency on the backhand, with past teammate Sorren Miitka saying, "He's more accurate, and it's harder than a lot of other guys' shots," after their cup in 2016.
>>>> Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

Pike, meanwhile, has started the season with 24 points across 23 games (11G, 13A). If the #Metros can make the Hollander-Pike line click, they're a force to be reckoned with.
 
 
not your favorite team @helpMEtros

NOT ROZANOV DISSING HOLLSY AND PIKER IN ONE GO OMGGGGG
> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

A WEAK BACKHAND?? What the FUCK is he talking about????
>> Putting the 'ho' in Hollander @hollerforhollanov

tbh I think this might be them flirting...
>>> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

IK Roz has two hands but I cant see Hollsy putting up with him, much less him constantly chirping Piker...
>>>> Putting the 'ho' in Hollander @hollerforhollanov

not like Hollsy doesn't chirp back 🤣
>> Stacey's Step Dad @81eleanor81

Compared to Roz, even Hollsy's backhand is weak, I'd assume...
>>> Roz Dekes He Scores @KristaIsOnTwt

Hollander actually led the league in backhanded goals last year, while Roz only came in 4th in that ranking (behind Christoffersen from the Drillers and Jakubs from the Royals)
>>>> Stacey's Step Dad @81eleanor81

Woah! I didn't realise it that 🤯 and if anyone would know those stats, it should be Mr Hockey Robot Hollander and Mr Hyper-Competitive Rozanov...
> Child of Divorce @shaydown

wtf is going on with these 3?? Rozanov's obsession with Hollsy and Piker is Something for sure
>> Child of Divorce @shaydown

and yes im aware of the hypocrisy thanks #ImAShipper #WhatsHisExcuse
 

 
Jane 💖 (8:32 am): 

Fuck I'm stressed.

This was a terrible idea.
Me (8:33 am): 

we don't have to

call it off
Jane 💖 (8:34 am):

No. I want this.

He's my best friend and you're...
Me (8:34 am):

I'm just dirty secret?
Jane 💖 (8:35 am):

Fuck you!

You're not helping.
Me (8:35 am):

sorry

I think maybe I am stressed too
Jane 💖(8:37 am):

Sorry.

Are you already at the rink?
Me (8:37 am):

Yes

Want me to call?
Jane 💖 (8:38 am):

No. I'm fine.

It'll be fine.

And I don't want you to be my dirty little secret. That's the whole point.

It'll be fine. Hayd promised he'd try.

Just

Please don't antagonise him.
Me (8:40 am):

Antagonize?
Jane 💖 (8:40 am):

Be an asshole. Rile him up.
Me (8:40 am):

But he makes it very easy
Jane 💖 (8:41 am):

Please.
Me (8:42 am):

You know I will not be asshole on purpose

Even if you make me go to dinner with 15th best player in Montreal

When we could be having sex instead
Jane 💖 (8:43 am):

Ilya...
Me (8:44 am):

Sorry. I know this is important to you

I will be good, yes?

Practice now, and then flight. I will see you later, okay?
Jane 💖 (8:44 am):

Have fun ♥️

And safe flight.
Me (8:45 am):

я тебя люблю
Jane 💖 (8:45 am):

Ya tebya lyublyu
Me (8:45 am):

💖💖💖


 
Rock'n'Rozanov @raidersstan

oh my GOD you guys it was a JOKE
Cory Green @CoryGreenReports

Opinion: European Cockiness May Be The Downfall of #MLH Hockey http://puckingnews.blogspot.com/artic...

> Stacey's Stepdad @81eleanor81

also Roz's beef with Pike and Hollander is like NOTHING NEW. They've played EXCELLENT hockey against each other and we've seen Roz and Hollander make magic happen at the last ASG...
>> Rock'n'Rozanov @raidersstan

and it's always "the Europeans" 🙄 and if Hollander said ANYTHING you'd know it was "Are Asian Men Too Emotional For Hockey?" #RacismInHockey #IHateItHere
>>> Stacey's Stepdad @81eleanor81

sometimes I wish we could donate some braincells to these idiots...
>>>> Rock'n'Rozanov @raidersstan

Or just have Carmen cover the Raiders always #please #womenInSports #POCInSports
>>>>> Stacey's Stepdad @81eleanor81

She's the best!! Tho I like Marian too! he's definitely the best Boston-specific beat writer (and he got it was a joke!!)
 
Roz Dekes He Scores @KristaIsOnTwt

Articles blasting Roz For A Joke Counter: 3 (it's not even been 12h since he made the joke)
> Roz Dekes He Scores @KristaIsOnTwt

Reminder to not give these idiots clicks! If you absolutely have to, use the wayback machine to read them (or spare yourself the idiocy!)
> Rock'n'Rozanov @raidersstan

*flips "Days since Roz was last blasted for being Russian"-counter back to 0*
>> Philomena @coralyourdemons

*to the tune of "There! Right there!"* Is he Bad or European? It's hard to guarantee...
>>> scotty's jockstrap @scottcunter

I don't even go here but I was so free and did a brief edit #IlyaRozanov #RaidersEdit
[video attached: a 20s clip using "There! Right There!" from Legally Blonde. Overlaid is a montage of clips from various interviews and games, subtitled. They feature Rozanov chirping the opposition, speaking Russian, and winking at the camera, being generally charming. It's synced so that the "Is he gay" lines up with Is He Goalie Now? from Rozanov's and Hollander's rookie season, while "Or European? It's hard to guarantee" shows Rozanov drinking vodka straight from a bottle, grinning with a bowl full of borsht, and cellying in Team Russia gear at the Prospect Cup 2009]

>>>> Philomena @coralyourdemons

holy shiiiiiit I love you!!!!!!! 💖💖💖💖
 

 
No Toddlers Chat (Behave)
[Jackie has created the group]
[Jackie has added you and Hayden]
[Jackie has changed the name to The Fantastic Four]
[You have added Lily]
Jackie (Pike) (9:13 pm):

Thank you for a nice evening! It was amazing getting to know you off the ice, Ilya!!

Damn, wait, should I not use real names?
Me (9:20 pm):

We've been getting lax, too.

I think it is fine. Just keep your phone locked and don't hand it off to others.
Jackie (Pike) (9:22 pm):

Awesome!

And I have so many pics of the kids I don't want in the wrong hands so I'm already doing that.
[Lily has changed the name to Three Fantastic People and Hayden Pike]
Hayden (10:12 pm):

ROZANOV!!!!
Lily (10:13 pm):

is it not past your bedtime already?

so you have chance of keeping up with Shane tomorrow?
Hayden (10:14 pm):

I can keep up with Shane easy.

YOU need all the rest, asshole
Lily (10:15 pm):

oh I am resting ))

need my stamina 😏
Hayden (10:15 pm):

TMI!!!
Lily (10:16 pm):

You have army of children

i know u know how sex works
[Hayden has changed the name to Three Fantastic People and An Asshole]
Lily (10:17 pm):

Pike is not good for u to talk about yourself like that
[Hayden has changed the name to Three Fantastic People and An Asshole (Rozanov)]
Jackie (Pike) (10:18 pm):

We shouldn't put Ilya's name in the title, that's just tempting fate.
[Hayden has changed the name to Three Fantastic People and a Russian Asshole]
Lily (10:19 pm):

Good job being xenophobic pike
Hayden (10:20 pm):

who taught you that word?

and I'm not xenophobic, you're Russian and an asshole, that's just fact.
[Lily has changed the name to Three Fantastic People and a Xenophobic Canadian]
Me (10:21 pm):

Jfc this was a mistake.
Hayden (10:22 pm):

Yeah, Shane, keep your man in check
Me (10:22 pm):

You both are adults. Adults who promised me you'd behave.
Lily (10:23 pm):

I think we both promised to be good for dinner

This is not dinner anymore
Hayd (10:24 pm):

Much as I hate to agree with him, what he said.
Lily (10:25 pm):

Good that you recognize I am genius.
Hayd (10:26 pm): 

You're stretching it, Rozanov.
 
Jackie (Pike) (10:38 pm):

I was about to share a pic of the kids with the cute gifts from you, but looking at this chat, I don't think I should.
Lily (10:38 pm):

Noooo!! I am sorry Lady Jackie.

You are very wise and I am just poking joke. I promise I behave 🥺
Hayd (10:39 pm):

What the fuck
Lily (10:40 pm):

You would not understand pike. Maybe you need to appreciate Lady Jackie more.
Hayd (10:41 pm):

What the fuck. Leave Jackie alone.
Jackie (Pike) (10:42 pm):

I think it's cute. If you manage to be more mature than the twins, I'll share
[Jackie has changed the name to No Toddlers Chat (Behave)]
Lily (10:43 pm):

I promise I will be good
Me (10:44 pm): Jackie, I love you.
Hayden (10:44 pm):

My wife is the best, I know 🥰
Lily (10:44 pm):

You have gotten very lucky. Do not be stupid about this
Hayden (10:45 pm):

Fuck you, Rozanov
Jackie (Pike) (10:45 pm): 

[picture attached: a series of stills of the Pike kids: Ruby and Jade in their beds,

curled around blankets embroidered with princesses on skates, Arthur drooling

on a stuffed bear with a tutu, and Amber in her cot with a bear wearing a pirate hat and skates]


 
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Look who I found! (my fave work friend @CLJanelle!)
[picture attached: a young black woman with a wide grin and a Team Canada toque on her head, her natural hair spilling out. She's leaning into a guy of a similar size who appears to be of Lebanese descent, with a couple of days' worth of stubble and artfully tousled brown hair. They are at the side of a rink, players in Metros practice jerseys milling about on the ice behind them.]

> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Oh and I guess side note that Pike is back on the first line at today's practice ahead of the game against Boston later... 😉
>> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

After a closed practice yesterday, it will be interesting to see if there are more changes. So far, looks like the lines we've seen all season are back on, with Pike on the first line with Hollander and Lennert on the second with Spencer. Mood on the ice appears good.
 
Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

I don't often get to fly out for games, but there has to be an upside to being an ✨independent ✨ beat reporter (it's sneaking into the home team practice and seeing my awesome guy @WLawsonMTL)
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Look who I found! (my fave work friend @CLJanelle!)
[picture attached: a young black woman with a wide grin and a Team Canada toque on her head, her natural hair spilling out. She's leaning into a guy of a similar size who appears to be of Lebanese descent, with a couple of days' worth of stubble and artfully tousled brown hair. They are at the side of a rink, players in Metros practice jerseys milling about on the ice behind them.]


 
Divorce Era Over??? @shaydown

WE ARESO BACK!!!!
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Oh and I guess the side note that Pike is back on the first line at today's practice ahead of the game against Boston later... 😉

> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

omg does that mean I get custody of the braincell again??
> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

alskdajsldja getting called out by Roz made them get their shit together again huh
>> HOLLAYES @amelielovesmetros

Maybe Roz had the right incentives to get them in line 😏
 
Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

Asked about Rozanov's comments from last night after practice today, Pike only laughs: "It's always good to be underestimated, for sure. Rozanov tries to get under your skin, and we all know better than to let him." #BOSvMTL
> Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

In the past six seasons, Rozanov has drawn a cumulative 48 penalty minutes from Pike, so maybe this is the learning effect people are talking about.
 
 
Carter's left buttock @ivaunterastribute

so i heard the #BOSvMTL game tonight is worth watching? 👀
> Carter's left buttock @ivaunterastribute

who do i even cheer for?? they're both division rivals so ????
>> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

I'd love to say the Mets, but tbh... most of our guys have been okay about Hunter but theres a few with uh. opinions i don't want to repeat ☠️
>>> Carter's left buttock @ivaunterastribute

And the Raiders are better? What with Rozanov being Russian...
>>>> Putting the 'ho' in Hollander @hollerforhollanov

Roz hasn't gone back to Russia this off-season and he hung out with Scott at the Awards after he came out. And we've seen him be at the Kingfisher with Scott and Kip this season!
>>>>> Carter's left buttock @ivaunterastribute

fuck i'm getting my navy badge revoked i swear i'm a good Admirals fan... I was just stuck in bar exam these past few months ☠️☠️☠️ ur so right how the fuck could i forget unexpected!ally Roz??
 
 
Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

#Metros and #Raiders taking the ice for warm-ups... Hollander is in the neutral zone, pointedly flipping the puck on his backhand. Rozanov is laughing while watching him. Seems like those two are enjoying the competition.
> Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

Pike has skated up to Hollander, talking and pointing at Rozanov. I wonder what these three have in store for us tonight. #BOSvMTL is always a treat, and even more so with the rivalry at a friendly level of heat.
 
Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

mommy I'm scared #BOSvMTL
Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

Pike has skated up to Hollander, talking and pointing at Rozanov. I wonder what these three have in store for us tonight. #BOSvMTL is always a treat, and even more so with the rivalry at a friendly level of heat.

> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

Bets on if there'll be a fight tonight?
>> Rock'n'Rozanov @raidersstan

it would certainly be hilarious -- we've seen Pike fight Marly and I don't think Pike is keen on a repeat
>>> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

shhh mara, we're enemies for tonight remember? 😂
>>>> Rock'n'Rozanov @raidersstan

oops sorry my bad 😔
> scotty's jockstrap @scottcunter

well, I for one have the popcorn ready. Pike and Hollander when they're clicking are more than a match for Rozanov #sorryRaidersStans #Truth
> 'Is he goalie now?' @hollanovascotia

I both love and hate them playing against each other (I CAN'T CHOSE BETWEEN MY BBS!!!!!) but this is shaping up to be awesome. I really do get the Shayden shippers (tho I'm team #JackieMyQueen #sorrynotsorry)
 
 
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Rozanov and Hollander line up to take the opening faceoff for tonight's game in #MTL. Some chatter happening, Rozanov grinning while Hollander shakes his head. #BOSvMTL
> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

And we're off! Hollander has won the opening draw, passing smoothly to Pike in front of a sold-out Bell Center crowd tonight. #BOSvMTL
>> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

And that's Pike with a beautiful rebound off of Hollander's backhander to make this 1-0 #MTL on a play off the opening draw! The way this puck pinged off the left bar certainly did not sound weak at all! #BOSvMTL
>>> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Pike pointing at Rozanov on the way back to the bench. Seems like someone's not yet ready to let Rozanov's comments be forgotten. Rozanov just shakes his head, not in a joking mood after being on the ice for that goal against. #BOSvMTL
 
 
Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

Good scoring chance for the #Metros' Pike, but Oregan tamps down on it and play is whistled dead.
> Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

Brief scuffle after the whistle between Rozanov and Pike, but no penalties handed out as refs pull them apart. Still 1-0 #MTL halfway through the first period.
 
 
Divorce Era Over!!! @shaydown

O M G I am actually looking forward to post-game media today
> Divorce Era Over!!! @shaydown

like they will absolutely be asked about this right???
>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

and theyve already spoken about this so maybe well get more then just bland soundbites??? #aGirlCanDream
 
 
Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

It's a tie game! 1-1 after #Metros turnover during a line change. Hammersmith to Granlund to Rozanov, and Rozanov goes five-hole with a backhander that slams past Drapeau #BOSvMTL
> Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

Just a little over a minute remaining in the 1st here, which is certainly not how the Metros wanted to go into intermission. #Raiders looking far more energised as this period is winding down.
 
 
Stacey's Stepdad @81eleanor81

Oh my godddd this intermission interview is killing me whyyyy are we talking to fucking LENNERT instead of, oh, Roz or Pike or Hollander?? #whoCaresAboutTheSecondLine
> Stacey's Stepdad @81eleanor81

aslkdjaslkdja okay I take it all back!! "Hollsy's been helping me with my backhander, y'know, he's a great guy who's always happy to give pointers and help. You don't pass up the best player in the league giving you pointers"
>> Stacey's Stepdad @81eleanor81

a) I disagree Roz is CLEARLY better (hello leading the league in overall goals?? an points???) but b) WHO LET HIM TALK SO FREELY WHERE IS THE HOCKEY ROBOT PROGRAMMING
>>> Philomena @coralyourdemons

He disabled his governor module, clearly 😂 betcha Theriault won't be happy with that...
>>> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

Lenny's A GEM!! I swear, he's one of THE funniest guys on the Metros and he ALWAYS has Hollsy's back! He wasn't ~Hollsy's Rookie~ (billeted with JJ) but he hung out A LOT with him
>>>> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

It's GENUINELY adorable and gaaah I LOVE THEM SO MUCH OKAY
 
 
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Rozanov with another backhander goal to make it 2-1 #BOS just 2:14 into the second period... Home crowd agitated after what looked like a too-effortless play. Hollander line is out in full force, but where's the defense?
> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Boiziau is scowling on the bench. He was on the ice for both goals against, but his + / - does not reflect his play. With his usual partner Wizniewsky out with an upper body injury, Boiziau has struggled to find his stride.
> Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

I don't drink on the job, or your suggestion of taking a shot every time the teams reference Rozanov's comments from yesterday would already have made me too drunk to report
>> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Putting me on blast like this... you're lucky I adore you (and lbr this game is too much of a nailbiter to drink)
>>> Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

😘
 
 
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

And that's 3-1 #BOS. Goal by Hammersmith, fed with a beautiful pass – of course from the backhand – from Rozanov. I'm definitely not a Raiders fan, but that man does keep his promises.
> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

@CLJanelle and I ran into Rozanov at Timmy's after morning practice (yes, really!) and he promised her that he'd show us what an "excellent backhand" looks like. Even I have to admire those silky mitts.
>> Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

We'll make a Rozy-fanboy out of you yet!!
>>> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

YOU'LL GET ME DISOWNED WITH YOUR JOKES!!
 
Rock'n'Rozanov @raidersstan

Petition to have @CLJanelle and @WLawsonMTL cover EVERY #BOS game forever!! #WeAreHereIfTheyDisownYou
> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

MARA!! FIngers off of our beat reporter!!!!! #heIsOurs #evenWithPoorTaste
>> Rock'n'Rozanov @raidersstan

Can't we have joint custody? 🥺
>>> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

I'm sorry, I'm a MTL boy to the bone :(
 
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

And that's Hollander with the backhander to make it 2-3! No hesitation, just a quick snap top-shelf that capitalises on a #MTL powerplay. A good sign for a unit that has been struggling all season and is currently only 21st in the League.
> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

#BOS still down a man for another two minutes after Bundry's high stick against Lennert drew blood.
 
no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

Lennnyyyyy 😭😭 I'm happy we got the PPG but man, my bb is caught in the crossfire btwn these teams -- first losing Hollsy's wing, & now getting a tooth knocked out 😭😭😭😭😭
> Stacey's Stepdad @81eleanor81

Loath as I am to admit it, MTL is clearly avenging him. I hope Boonsy's getting chewed out later, it's so stupid and reckless AND LED TO A FUCKING DOUBLE MINOR
>> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

true... gotta send Lenny a get-well-soon card with "thank u for ur sacrifice"
 
 
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Another powerplay goal! Boiziau with the 3-3, deflecting a Miller shot – not on the backhand – past Oregan. The crowd is going wild while LeClaire has called a time-out to get his guys' heads back into the game.
> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

As @CLJanelle pointed out, the #Metros special units have been suffering this season, but this elevates the PP into the top half in the league, converting 2/3 chances this game so far.
>> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Also wild that I have to clarify no backhand shots were involved in this goal... That's the Metros-Raiders (or should I say, Rozanov-Hollander/Pike?) magic!
 
no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

Holy shit LENNY MY HERO!!!! TWO PPG goals off a penalty he drew 🙏🙏🙏 ur sacrifice was so very much appreciated
> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

And he's already back on the bench!! Did u see Hollsy and Piker both checking in with him??
>> no blame 4 shane @redandblue24

You mean after JJ stopped hovering? 😅 sometimes this sport breaks your heart but sometimes they're just MOTHERHENNING LAST YEAR'S ROOKIE AND IT'S SO WHOLESOME OMG!!
 
 
 
Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

THAT'S OUR CAPTAIN!!!!!!!
>> Divorce Era Over!!! @shaydown

CAPTAIN BITCHY OUT IN FULL FORCE !!!!!!!!
 
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

Hollander with the 4-3 #MTL with less than 4 mins to go in the third. A backhand beauty (of course) after a breakaway during a MTL linechange. Assist to Spencer and Brink. Crowd is chanting his name.
> Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

After a few lackluster games, the taste of victory is already hanging in the air. Now it's up to #MTL to keep the lead and not do anything stupid.
 
 
Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

ahahaha he could have just @'d Hayd fr
Bill Lawson @WLawsonMTL

After a few lackluster games, the taste of victory is already hanging in the air. Now it's up to #MTL to keep the lead and not do anything stupid.

> two mins for slashing @heyitsLana

Just got home from work but lbr from what I've seen our D also didn't really shine this game... or the last several..........
>>  Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

yeah, okay, fair 🤣 3 GA on 37 SOG is quite a good showing from Draps #CurtainsShut #Kinda
 
 
Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

Hollander is grinning in a way that's frankly scary as he skates back to the faceoff dot.
> Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

Rozanov doesn't look so happy now. Words are exchanged between the two, but they settle down before either is kicked out of the faceoff dot.
>> Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

The #Raiders need Rozanov to lock in if they want to send this game to OT and take home at least one point. (And I certainly wouldn't mind some more of this hockey, which has been very fun to watch!)
 
Krisko @abryxedDemon

If anyone can turn this around, it's Roz - man is very much aware this is a contract year for him
> 'Is he goalie now?' @hollanovascotia

The team could help him out and get him another Cup :(
>> Krisko @abryxedDemon

Nah they want to be able to afford him still 😂
> Rock'n'Rozanov @raidersstan

God don't remind me that he hasn't yet signed an extension 🙃 #OurRoz
 
 
Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

Final buzzer sounds on an ecstatic home crowd as #MTL beats #BOS 5-3, capping this bout off with an empty-netter from rookie Rasmussen. #Raiders could have pulled off a win if they weren't too focused on scoring a certain way.
> Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

Though in fairness, it's hard to complain about Rozanov with 2 of tonight's 3 goals for #BOS when the Hollander line works like a well-oiled machine.
>> Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

#Raiders will certainly have to work on their PK, sinking to 18th in the league with today's 50% kill-rate. Both MTL PP goals came during Bundry's double minor for high sticking.
>>> Marian Kasel @MarianKaselESPN

They should also work on taking fewer penalties, especially this early in the season. Borderline reckless play has always been a #BOS staple, but we see it cost them important points against a division rival once again.
 
 
Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

SHAAAAAAAAAAAANEEEEEEEE!!!!!!! 😂😂😂😂😂
[Video attached: Post-game scrum in the MTL locker room. Hollander is in his base-layers, still sweaty and red-faced. He is smiling a little.
Reporter, off-screen: "Shane, congrats on the win! A three-point night for you, that's gotta be satisfying. Any thoughts on the game?"
Hollander: "Felt good to get the two points, not gonna lie. Especially against a tough division rival like Boston, that's always nice. The whole team showed up, so we'll be celebrating that for sure."
Reporter: "Both goals and the rebound that Pike capitalised on came on the backhand, which isn't your usual style. Any comments on that?"
Hollander: "Yeah, I don't always go for the backhand, it's just often a little more risky, it feels like. But today things just clicked and it felt natural. It's not something I really think about; hockey's such a fast-paced game you do whatever feels right in the moment."
Reporter: "So that has nothing to do with Rozanov's comments?"
Hollander: [laughs] "Yeah, maybe it was a little more on my mind because everyone's been talking about it. But hockey's a lot of instincts, reflexes, converting what you put down in practice, so it's not about proving a point."
Reporter: "Even though you did prove a point even so?"
Hollander: "I think the point we proved is that this team can play a really good game of hockey. For everything else, I like to let my skills speak for themselves."]

> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

HOLY talk about unexpected cheek!!
>> Shaney-babe @cilantrosoap

I mean we know he's bitchy af when he lets his guard down but in front of the camera????
>>> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

guess rozanov pissed him off more than we thought if he's THIS in your face with his skill??
 
Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

Subdued Ilya Rozanov during the post-game scrum, says it's "never great to give up a two-goal lead", acknowledges PK needs work.
> Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

Not that there's much more Rozanov could have done with a three point night (2G, 1A). #Raiders have been struggling with depth ever since they won the Cup four years ago, and this season appears no different.
>> Carmen Janelle (Hockey!!!) @CLJanelle

I'd say they're certainly feeling the absence of Marleau, who was traded to the #NewYorkAdmirals at the trade deadline last season and went on to win a cup with them. The #Raiders need to bolster their bottom six -- and the defense -- if they want to be a contender.
 
 
'Is he goalie now?' @hollanovascotia

When your captain carries his team but it's still not enough 😭
> Rock'n'Rozanov @raidersstan

definitely not a good season to be a Raider's fan... they're gonna burn Roz out at this rate
>> 'Is he goalie now?' @hollanovascotia

He's Rozanov, of course he can play 22+ mins per night /s
>> 'Is he goalie now?' @hollanovascotia

but also lbr it's rouch being a metros stan too... SOMETHING is up in that lockerroom and it's super weird
> >> 'Is he goalie now?' @hollanovascotia

well okay it's #concerning bc like. the timing of Hunter coming out at the end of last season and NOW there being a rift in the lockerroom... and with what Coms and a few others have said… I want to like this team!
 

 
Me (1:52 pm):

pike

no jokes. honest

how bad is room?
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:06 pm):

why are you asking me that?
Me (2:08 pm):

Shane will not say often

especially when it is bad
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:09 pm):

The room is not too bad? Idk man, I'm not gay

And like, I'm married. No one's questioning me
Me (2:09 pm):

But they are questioning Shane?
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:10 pm):

uhm
Me (2:11 pm):

Pike. I am not asking bc chirping

We are not playing you again for weeks

I am asking bc I worry
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:15 pm):

Look, this is just a little weird for me, okay? I know intellectually. I've seen you. But it's still... weird
Me (2:16 pm):

Very big word for you, intellectually
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:16 pm):

Fuck you

The room is fine, I guess? Not great, but what room is? He's not getting hate-crimed in there
Me (2:18 pm):

Our room is great

There is more bad things than just hate crimes
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:19 pm):

I know. I'm doing my best, but... yeah. Coach isn't great, either. Can't do anything too obvious bc the anti-discriminatory legislation is pretty tight, but... yeah

I guess it's probably not that great rn
Me (2:21 pm):

The fact that you say 'anti-discriminatory legislation' says much

This is not me being asshole just

Sounds like you looked into it

Sounds like you HAD to look into it...
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:23 pm):

Yeah. Right in one
 
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:32 pm):

I want the room to be good, you know? For him. For us. He's led us to two cups, the whole team should have his back
Me (2:35 pm):

Like you had his back?
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:35 pm):

I did! About being gay I absolutely did! I just... didn't expect it to be you

I said I'm sorry for my reaction and I really am

It probably didn't help the room

Fuck, I shouldn't be telling you this
Me (2:38 pm):

I will not use this against you

I have enough to use without this ;)

thank you for being honest

and... thank you for having his back
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:40 pm):

Fuck you. Of course I have his back, he's my best friend

And for what it's worth, I really wish I'd reacted better

Fuck. Don't - please don't use this either
Me (2:41 pm):

This is something friends would know and we are not friends. So no, I will not use it

As I said, you give me enough other things to use
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:43 pm):

You're such an asshole.
Me (2:43 pm):

Yes 😌
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:45 pm):

And if anything in the room changes, I'll let you know, okay?
Me (2:45 pm):

Thank you Pike

Maybe you are not so bad after all
Hayden Pike ☠️ (2:46 pm):

Hold up that is too much like friends
Me (2:47 pm):

))))

see you on ice next year


 
Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

Oh my GOD WHO IS STILL PAYING THIS GUY
Greg van den Leuven @GregvdLHockey

Opinion Piece: Hayden Pike – Emotional Liability For Metros? bit.ly/88lo9

> Haydon't @hpikesbraincell

Like that HAS TO BE the WORST opinion EVER??
>> Divorce Era Over!!! @shaydown

don't get me wrong i love the guy and i think greg is terrible but like. Hayd can be a little emotional
>>> Legolass @legolasssss

'a little' is doing a lot of heavy lifting there...
> HOLLAYES @amelielovesmetros

Okay but can we talk about the line "Pike says there was no rift about Hollander's backhand. "That's not the kind of thing we fight about."" OKAY BUT WHAT DO THEY FIGHT ABOUT #wrongReasonsOnly
>> not your favorite team @helpMEtros

Shane threatened to get back with Rose and Hayden told him "absolutely not" because she affected his performance? (I love her, but man was Hollsy's hockey Not Good while they were dating...)
>>> Rose Stan @hollandry

I wish I could argue but you're too right 😭 we can't do another 4-8-3 like that
>> Putting the 'ho' in Hollander @hollerforhollanov

Piker complained so much about Roz that even Hollsy got tired of it 😂
>>> HOLLAYES @amelielovesmetros

ASH THIS IS WRONG REASONS ONLY!!!
>>>> Putting the 'ho' in Hollander @hollerforhollanov

Uuuh Hollsy asked if Piker's obsession with Roz meant Roz would become godfather for Amber?? #sorry #lockingIn
>> R @drunkensongs

Piker asked Hollsy to babysit all four kids so he and Mrs Pike could make baby number five and Hollsy said no
>>> HOLLAYES @amelielovesmetros

😂😂😂 why can I absolutely see this oh my god
>> Sticks 'n Pucks @sticksnpucks

The garden gnomes told me that the Pike children told their father Hollsy is their fave player, which Piker didn't take so well
>> Philomena @coralyourdemons

Hollsy told Piker he was gonna elope with Roz and Piker had an aneurysm?
>>> HOLLAYES @amelielovesmetros

You know you've curated your tl well when half the reason are shippy 😌
>> 'my guy, on & off the ice' @shaydenial

Piker hit on Hollsy and Hollsy's hockey robotism made him bluescreen, which made things awkward
>>> Divorce Era Over!!! @shaydown

ahaha I love that bc like imagine Hayd thinking they were in a Situationship (thinking of those MTL Aquarium pics with Arthur in Hollsy's arms bc like OH MY GOD??? #killingMe) and finally being #Honest and hollsy just freaks 😂😂
>>>> 'my guy, on & off the ice' @shaydenial

YOU GET IT!!! Like TELL ME I'M WRONG OKAY??
 
 
 
The Backest We've Been @shaydown

Omg you guys the Divorce™️is DEFINITELY over... OOMF just saw the Pikes and Hollsy out and about (YES WITH ALL FOUR KIDS)!!! OOMF isn't in hockey so I gotta break the news but WE ARE SO BACK!!
> 'my guy, on & off the ice' @shaydenial

All is right in the world 😌 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE, SHAYDOWN!OOMF
>> The Backest We've Been @shaydown

I will pass it on. Srsly thank god for Jackie Pike... I have no prove but I KNOW she fixed this 💖
 
 
 
Jackie Pike @MissBlackJackie

What they don't want you to know...
[video attached: Pike and Hollander are alone on the ice in pads but without helmets on, heads bent together. Then, Hollander nods, skates off a little with a puck, which he passes to Pike. Pike takes it on the backhand and slams it home.
Hollander nods, takes the next puck, and this time Pike joins him so they're skating towards the other net in sync. Hollander passes to Pike's backhand again, and nods in satisfaction when Pike sends it into the empty net again.
Picking up a new puck, Pike takes Hollander's previous role, sends the pass ahead so it lands on Hollander's backhand, and Hollander roofs it easily.
Pike cheers, and then looks at the camera. "Wait -- Jacks -- are you filming us?" The video cuts off abruptly.

> Hayden Pike ✓ @hayden35pike

JACKIE NOOOOOOO
> not your favorite team @helpMEtros

OH MY GODDDDDD I AM DYING THEY ARE ACTUALLY PRACTISING THEIR BACKHAND ALSKDJALSKJA #JackieMyQueen
> The Backest We've Been @shaydown

NO FUCKING WAY 😂😂😂 #JackieMyQueen indeed!!! #marryMe?
>> Jackie Pike @MissBlackJackie

Sorry I already have my hands full 😔
>>> The Backest We've Been @shaydown

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa (fuck me im dead help it was nice knowing you #killmenow)
>>> Hayden Pike ✓ @hayden35pike

JACKIE????
>>>> Jackie Pike @MissBlackJackie

😘😘
> mitä mitä @lopppppuuuuu

OMG has @irozanov81 seen this???
 
 
Ilya Rozanov ✓ @irozanov81

😏
Jackie Pike @MissBlackJackie

What they don't want you to know...
[video attached]


> Ilya Rozanov ✓ @irozanov81

@hayden35pike dm me if you want pointers )))
>> Ilya Rozanov ✓ @irozanov81

@hayden35pike my off season calendar has many free spots and I offer discount for amateur players

    





  










Afterword


    
        
          End Notes

          Had a tweet you liked? A line that made you laugh? Let me know and I’ll adore you 💛💛

You can also come say hi on tumblr!

Thanks & Credits:
	

Thank you to Met for beta-ing!!

	Also 💛💛💛 to the ever-patient vex for cheering and the final polish of the summary 💛

	my deep gratitude to mio for suggesting a whole bunch of these usernames!

	Thank you to werealldreaming for giving this a read-through so I didn’t totally overwhelm with hockey lingo 😂

 	Thank you to Melancholy Morningstar for the final GC name
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The deleted message from Hayden to Shane was "I thought I was your best friend too", which Hayden sent and then deleted. Shane has seen it (it did not help his guilt)
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