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infiltrators

    by inarosaurus

      Summary

      Shane Hollander was traded to the Ottawa Centaurs without ever being outed. His relationship with Ilya Rozanov is still a secret to most people.
Everything was going just fine, until they both get added to the Centaurs WAGs group chat.



      Notes

        okay, this fic is kinda stupid. but i had an epiphany in the shower earlier today and immediately had to write it. you're welcome, i guess?

it's been quite a few years since i've written anything fan fiction related, so i'm still a little rusty.

english also isn't my first language and i'm extremely sleep deprived, so if there are any mistakes, please just ignore them lol

 

Edit 30/07/26: I started remastering this fic to use a work skin for the texting portions. please don't hide creator's style / work skins to be able to read the fic how it was intended :)
and considering that this fic is 35 chapters, the whole remastering process will probably take me a while. thank you for your patience!!
i'm only doing adjustments to grammar and wording, as well as the general flow of the fic; the overall story will remain unchanged, though! :)
Edit 2 04/08/26: all chapters have now been remastered!!! :))


        
          See the end of the work for more notes
        



  






      

  












      Chapter 1
  



    Chapter Notes

      
        See the end of the chapter for notes
      






  Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



Caitlin Dykstra added Lily (Hollander) to the chat.

Cassie Boodram added Jane (Rozanov) to the chat.

Caitlin

Everyone say hello Lily (Hollzy's girlfriend) and Jane (Roz's girlfriend)!!

Welcome the the Cens WAGs ❤️

Time for introductions! I'm Caitlin, Evan Dykstra's wife :)

Lisa

OMG WHAT??

2 new WAGs in one day???

Hi!!! i'm Lisa, Wyatt Hayes' wife :)

Selena

Hi Lily and Jane!

I'm Selena Chouinard, Nick's wife ✨

Cassie

And I'm Cassie Boodram! Zane / Bood's wife :)

It's SO good to finally have some more WAGs!! It was just us 4 for wayyy too long

Lisa

And that's on the other guys on the team being fucking unlovable apparently...

Cassie

I didn't want to say it like that, but yeah... It's been rough out here 😭

oh, hello ladies ;)

thank you for adding me and my lovely jane to the chat

i am very excited to finally be here

Cassie

"Finally"

Girl, we literally just learned of your existence??

Hollzy's not too talkative about you for some reason...

Caitlin

Wait...

"My lovely Jane"

You two already know each other?

yes, of course

our boyfriends are friends after all

darling jane and i meeting and becoming friends was inevitable

Cassie

I mean, I knew about them being friends

But it's still such a weird sentence to read

Lisa

So it's true?

They're friends?

Like, ACTUAL friends?

i would go so far to say that they are best friends now

Selena

Crazy times we live in

But honestly, good for them. The rivalry was getting a little old...

i agree

is much nicer this way

Jane

Hello?

What is this?

Why am I here?

And most importantly, how did you get my number??

cannot read, jane?

is wags chat for lovely centaurs wags

and we were added because we are officially wags now

but how you got our numbers is something i am curious about also

Cassie

Hey Jane!!

So sorry for the ambush!!

Cait and I were so excited when we got your numbers that we just immediately added you.

Sorry about that!!

Jane

It's fine, I guess...

But you still haven't answered how you got my number in the first place?

Did Ilya give it to you?

Cassie

Of course, he didn't...

We've been begging him to give us your number since he signed with the Cens...

But he always said no...

So, Cait and I had our boys steal it from Roz's and Hollzy's phones 👀



----
Jane 😛💦💕



What the actual FUCK???

I will kill them

Both of them

calm down, jane

i think is funny

Of course, you do...

And I guess it is funny in a way

But also not???

Because how do we know that they only took the Lily and Jane numbers from our phones?

What if they snooped around more?

they did not snoop around more than that

they are good boys

we can trust them

"Good boys" who invaded our fucking privacy...

jane, любимый. i know you are stressed out because of this

but did you forget that your phone is a vault?

messanger, all of your social media apps, your photo gallery. everything is locked with passcodes

even if they wanted to find more, they would not have had the chance

and my phone is the same, because you did not shut up about our "safety" and "privacy"

I know

so we can laugh about this, no?

No???

I still want to kill them

And I will kill you, too. If I have to.

if you kill me

who will fuck you tonight? :(

do not know if my needy jane can survive for long without my cock...

...

Fine, you can live

As long as you don't stand in my way

Because Bood and Dykstra are DEAD

you are very hot when you are being murderous

Keep it in your pants, Lily.



----
Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



that is very funny

i will allow it

Caitlin

How gracious of you? 😂

yes, very

and because i am already being gracious

there is something i have to tell you

my darling jane is already planning the murders of your thieving husbands, dykstra and bood

Cassie

Oh! 😃

Caitlin

How lovely! 😃

Jane

What the fuck, Lily??

Don't tell them that??

I hate you so much

no, you do not ;)

you loooove me ;)

Jane

Fuck you.

❤️❤️❤️

Lisa

This is great already

Selena

You two have an... interesting dynamic?

yes

pretty jane and i are very funny

Caitlin

That's certainly one way to put it

is the truth

but now i am curious, what do you beautiful ladies normally talk about in the wags chat?

Selena

Originally it was created to actually plan stuff, like team outings, meetups etc.

Which we still do, of course

But at this point we usually only talk or complain about our husbands most of the time

Cassie

And meet up for wine nights :)

Caitlin

AKA getting absolutely shitfaced while our boys play hockey

Cassie

Exactly that

It's always a highlight

fantastic

i do not like planning things

that is what i have shane and mama yuna for

but i love talking about my sunshine a lot

Cassie

You call Hollzy your sunshine???

That's the cutest fucking thing I've ever heard

Selena

Awww!! 🥹

Caitlin

Lily!!!

You are so cute!!

But how come he never talks about you???

We literally had to steal your number from his phone...

Jane

Don't remind me...

Caitlin

What?

Jane

Nevermind.

please do not mind sweet jane

she is very shy

and not in a lot of group chats, so she does not know how to behave properly

she is a quick learner, though. do not worry ;)

Jane

Shut the fuck up.

Lisa

Not just shy, but feisty too apparently

Love it

She and her feisty side will fit right in 👀

yes

my shane is very shy too

he does not like to talk about his love life

and because i do not want him to be unconfortable with his new team, i do not push

Cassie

And let's be honest

He generally doesn't talk about anything other than Hockey that much

yes, he is very boring

only ever talks about hockey

but is endearing to listen to

even though i am very fun, i love boring



----
Jane 😛💦💕



and i love you ❤️

...

I love you, too

But you're still on thin ice

:'(

^ this is tear i am crying

because my darling jane is breaking my heart :((

Shut up

I really can't believe that I'm saying this, because it was lowkey traumatic

But getting caught sexting by Hayden

And having him suggest to get separate numbers from our normal ones whenever we text each other as Lily and Jane

Was probably the smartest idea he ever had

At least this way, we can remain anonymous in the WAGs group chat...

was the only smart idea he ever had

because he is very stupid normally

stupid, stupid hockey boy

horrible player

but i have to say, marrying lovely beautiful jackie pike was also very smart of him

He's not a horrible player and you know it.

And be nice. Because after everything that has happened with Montreal, he's still covering for us

He'd have a much easier time if he wouldn't do that...

jane

he is your best friend

and while he is an idiot, he is very loyal

protecting our secret is the least he can do, honestly

I guess...



----
Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



Cassie

OKAY LADIES

Yes, @Jane @Lily I'm talking to you, too

Stop ignoring my messages when I start with that

Our boys are playing a home game on friday

So, we'll meet at our house to watch the game and get drunk on wine while not paying attention.

Just as God intended

Lisa

AMEN!!

I have been looking forward to this for WEEKS

It's been too long since I've had a weekend off

AND the best thing, I'm also NOT on call

So, I can actually get shitfaced

Cassie

FUCK YES!!

Selena

I'm so down!!

I also have the whole weekend off for once

The Girls are with my parents until sunday, so I don't have to worry about a single thing

Lisa

Love that for you babes!!!

Caitlin

I'm also excited!!

I really need some time to unwind

Lisa

Don't know how much unwinding there'll be once Cassie busts out her karaoke skills again, but we'll just have to wait and see

Cassie

I better not hear any complaints!!!

Lisa

Wouldn't dream of complaining

I've missed your angelic drunk singing

Cassie

I know that's right!! 🤩

hello

would love to be able to join you lovely ladies for wine night

but is unfortunately not possible

Lisa

Aww :(

Why not?? :((

i know, i am sorry

but i am not in the same country as you

and i have to work on saturday... :'(

so it would be a little far for one just night

Cassie

Wait what?

Where do you live?

currently still in boston

Cassie

OMG what??

Why did we not know that before??

You must be lonely with Shane all the way over here :(

yes, is horrible

but we are already used to long distance

was montreal and boston before

now it is ottawa and boston

sad :(

Lisa

Oh no, that's so sad

I'm sorry Lily :(

Caitlin

Very sad, I'm sorry girl

BUT

BOSTON???

is a city in the US

do you not know that?

i thought canadians are smart

Caitlin

Ok bitch whatever 😭

I'm just saying that Boston and Montreal are enemies??

And you're out here fucking Montreal's Captain??

ex-captain

he is in ottawa now

and roz is the captain of the cens

remember?

Caitlin

...

but to answer your question, that was not really a question

yes, i was with shane while he was montreal captain

and i was bears fan

made for hot sex

Lisa

Finally things are getting interesting 👀

Caitlin

I too would like to hear more about said hot sex 👀

Cassie

Normally me too, but I think that'll have to wait.

But before we can get distracted by Lily's sex stories, I need to have an answer from Jane

@Jane I can see that you've read my message, you know?

Are you coming to wine night, yes or no??? 👀👀

Jane

No

Can't

Sorry!

Cassie

BOOOOO

Why not?

Jane

I live in Montreal 

And I also have to work on the weekend

Cassie

HUH??

You're from Montreal????

roz and jane have a similar story to shane and me

long distance and cheering for rival team for years

very sad because of long distance

but also very hot

Lisa

I bet 👀👀

I'm expecting details at some point

Selena

So, you're both long distance with your boys?

yes, for years

Jane

With Ilya in Ottawa now, it's a little easier. Since we're only 2 hours apart now

But it still could be better

is really not easy, but shane and i are making it work

Caitlin

Still sucks, though

I'm so sorry girls :(



----
Jane 😛💦💕



if only they knew that we are literally sitting next to each other

Shut up...

I feel bad about lying to them like this...

I know cолнышко

but is necessary for now

i am sure they will laugh about this one day

I hope you're right.

always am



----
Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



yes well

i only get to see him a few times a year

he is a busy man

but i am also a busy woman

like in the sabrina carpenter song

Cassie

I don't really know why, but I didn't expect you to be a pop girlie, Lily 😂

i listen to all kinds of music

if i can shake my ass to it

or cry to it

or shake my ass while crying to it

is good

Caitlin

That's honestly so valid and I totally agree!!

Still such a bummer that you can't make it on friday, though

We would've loved to get to know you two in person :(

Jane

Maybe we'll be able to join another time?

Cassie

Yes, another time :)

We will all hold you both to that!

Jane

Hope you have fun though! :)



~~~~
Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



Lisa

Jane

Are you there?

It's very important

A life and death situation

SOS!!!!

Jane

Yes, I'm here

What's going on??

Are you okay??

Is someone hurt??

Do you need an ambulance??

Lisa

No lol

I just have a question for you

Selena

LISA!

Don't give the poor girl a heart attack 😭

Jane

This chat confuses me more and more every day I'm in it

Lisa

Jane

Jane

Yes sorry.

What is your question?

Lisa

Does Roz ever call you Shane while fucking?

Jane

...

Excuse me?

Cassie

Finally someone's asking the real questions

Selena

Where the hell did that come from Lisa 😭😭

I'm actually too hungover for this right now

Caitlin

I love this chat

Lisa

No listen

Before Hollzy joined the team, Roz basically couldn't shut up about him

Still doesn't, now that I think about it

He talks about Hollzy more than he does about you

Which is CRAZY btw

And your names are so similar

So, I was wondering if there ever was a mishap from Roz's side

Jane

What the actual fuck 😭

Are you still drunk from the wine night yesterday???

No, that never happened before???

😂😂

lisa i love you

you are hilarious

please never change



----
Jane 😛💦💕



Lily

I'm serious

We HAVE to leave this chat

you have been saying this for days

yet, you have not left the chat

I didn't leave yet, because I wouldn't be the only one

YOU are leaving it, too

no why?? :'(

i like the wags

they are so much fun

unlike you

🖕🏼

that is not very polite canadian of you jane

Fuck you.

no no

is "fuck me"

you always mess this up

silly, silly jane

You're actually unbelievable

I will make you regret this

oh yes

please do

is so much hotter when you are mad



~~~~
Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



Jane

Hi

Is anyone there?

I have a question

Lisa

OMG drop everything that you're doing, ladies

Jane is starting a conversation

Cassie

Lisa, don't scare her away

Jane

I'm not a fucking deer??

Caitlin

Of course, you aren't, sweetie

But you've never started a conversation in this chat before 👀

This is a big deal!!!

Jane

I guess???

Cassie

So, what is it?

Jane

It's about Ilya

Lisa

👀👀

Is it dirty??

Jane

Depends on the definition you want to choose, I guess?

Caitlin

Oh 👀👀

Jane

How do I get this man to clean up after himself??

It's actually starting to drive me mad

Lisa

Oh.

You meant THAT definition of dirty...

Okay...

Cassie

What kind of mess are we talking?

Jane

Dirty clothes NEXT TO THE HAMPER on the fucking floor

Dirty dishes EVERYWHERE all the time

Shoes by the front door and not in the designated shelves RIGHT NEXT TO IT

I know for a fact that the "no shoes indoors" rule is not Asian exclusive, it's also a European thing. Svetlana (Ilya's best friend) told me that...

And like, not to generalize, but properly putting his shoes away, should NOT be this difficult for him because of that

I've been telling him that for YEARS now

It can't be THAT hard, can it???

Lisa

Ugh men...

Caitlin

I can't recall if I've ever seen you so passionate about something other than Hockey

Cassie

I absolutely feel your frustration, because Zane was the same when we first started dating

Drove me insane

Jane

Sounds like you were able to fix it

Cassie

Yes

He's cleaner than me at this point

Jane

How did you do that?

Cassie

I told him that he can't touch me until he cleans up

And makes cleaning up after himself a habit

Worked wonders, I tell you

Jane

Interesting

I'll try that next time I see him

what

WHAT

NO

my sweet darling jane

if you love me do NOT do this

Selena

Girl, what the hell does this have to do with you?? 😭😭

i am a rozanov fan

he plays shit if he gets no sex

we need to win

Caitlin

Right 👀👀

Then Cap should better learn how to clean up after himself :)

And fast

But until then...

Jane

No sex :)



----
Jane 😛💦💕



we have to leave this group chat

these ladies are evil

they are giving you horrible ideas

I actually think it's a perfect idea

jane

jane

jane

my love

cолнышко

do not do this to me

i want to fuck you

i make you cum 4 times tonight

i promise

i will do anything

and i will clean i promise

i will beg

Then beg. ❤️








  
    Chapter End Notes

    russian translations:

любимый - darling
cолнышко - sunshine / little sun


  


      

  












      Chapter 2
  



    Chapter Notes

      don't really have much to say to this one. i'm slowly making my way out off my writing slump thanks to these silly hockey boys and i decided to make it everyone's problem.

enjoy! 🩷


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓

Caitlin
Say Jane
I have to admit, I'm very curious
How's the sex ban going?
Did you break his spirit yet?
Selena
Well, considering that they're still long distance
It's more of a sexting and phone sex ban, no?
Caitlin
Oh yeah, true. Good point, Selena
So @Jane ? 👀
Is there anything you want to tell us? 👀
Jane
I won't say too much
But I have to say, it's nice to not be the one begging for once
Lisa
OKAY OKAY
I SEE YOU, GIRL 👀
Cassie
Sounds like you've discovered a new kink
Congrats, darling ❤️
I'm so happy for you ❤️
Jane
That's really not what I meant, but okay
Cassie
Sure sweetie ❤️
I totally believe you
Jane
...
Believe whatever you want, Cassie
Selena
I have to say though, I'm very proud of you for staying strong 💪🏼
It's been what?
8 days?
has been 8 days 1 hour and 24 minutes, so far
but who is keeping track
Caitlin
Apparently you are, girl 😭
Lisa
Not to be nosy or anything
But what the fuck does Jane and Roz's sex life have to do with you?? 😭
it is ruining my life
that is what it does
Cassie
Okay damn, dramatic much
never
russians are never dramatic
only appropriate levels of reactions always
Cassie
Whatever helps you sleep at night love ❤️
Lisa
Wait a damn second-
Is it a known fact that you're Russian??
Like, commonly known??
Or are you just channeling your inner Ilya Rozanov with those cringe quotes?
CRINGE???
i am NOT cringe
have never been cringe a day in my life
fuck you lisa
i have changed my mind
you need to change your personality
i do not like it anymore
Lisa
No ❤️
Deal with it ❤️
i am leaving this chat
i am being bullied
and i do NOT like it
Jane
Don't know about all of you
But I find this incredibly entertaining
that makes one of us here
Caitlin
Two of us, actually
Lisa
Three of us!
I'm having the time of my life
Cassie
Four of us 🥰
Selena
Five of us ❤️
this is misogyny
Jane
That's a big word for you, Lily
Did Shane teach you that?

----
Jane 😛💦💕

jane
любимый
let me fuck you please
please
please
please
please
please
please
No ❤️
And spamming Please won't help you
Clean up after yourself and then we'll talk
but i did???
did like you asked???
Once.
yes??
is not enough??
No.
Remember what Cassie said
The ban gets lifted when you make it a habit of cleaning after yourself
So, it's not a one time thing
Do it every time and then we can discuss lifting the ban
you are evil
i thought all canadians are nice
Apparently not all of them ❤️
you will also not last much longer
i know you
you are very needy for me all the time
maybe you will break before me
I don't think so
I can take care of myself 🩷
how??
what??
why the pink heart???
jane what does that heart mean???
Well, if you remember, you asked me what color it is
I'm sure you can connect the dots ;)
ебать
you have killed me jane
i am dead
Maybe I'll let you watch, though
I'm not THAT evil after all
я тебя люблю ❤️
my cruel jane
i love you too 
even though you have killed me

----
Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓

Lisa
Can we circle back to my question real quick?
@Lily why do you care so much?
shane is now doing the same thing to me
because of jane
and her stupid sex ban
Caitlin
Elaborate please
Jane
Ilya was probably bitching and moaning in the locker room about not getting sex
And I guess Hollander thought it was a good idea
And is now doing the same thing to our poor Lily
you are enjoying my misery
my sweet, but vicious jane is enjoying my suffering...
as cruel as she is beautiful
Cassie
Just clean up your shit then?? 😭
no, i know how this works 
this is endurance training
and i will win
he is a puny and weak canadian
i am a strong russian woman
I CAN FIGHT BEARS
Cassie
"Puny and weak Canadian", she says.
As if her man isn't 200 pounds of pure muscle??
i said what i said
Caitlin
Girl, you're the one who is losing her shit over not getting fucked for a week
Who is the weak one here?? 😂
obviously it is shane
and it has been 8 days
tried everything to make him touch me again
but nothing works
Lisa
Have you tried cleaning up?
do not be ridiculous, lisa
Lisa
BITCH 😭
he will not make me juno
no matter how much i beg
is tragedy 
Selena
Is that another Sabrina Carpenter reference?
not this time, no
i actually meant the early 2000s movie with elliot page
but the song works too
i will never know if i have tried this one
if he does not touch me again

~~~~
Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓

Lisa
So, it's been almost 2 weeks
@Lily are you crying yourself to sleep yet?
Caitlin
We all know the answer to that
Cassie
The better question is how pathetic things have gotten at this point
you are all so mean to me
for no reason
i am always so nice to you
i listen to your problems in the middle of the night
give good and helpful advice whenever any of you needs it
i even sent a new and very expensive stroller as a gift to caits cute baby for her birthday, despite not being asked to do that
and this is the thanks i get for all of that??
Caitlin
For the record, I told you to stop sending me expensive baby stuff, because you already sent so much...
AND I did send you a Thank You card, don't fucking guilt trip me 😭
whatever.
i clean for days in row. is not enough
the house is fucking spotless all the time now
i beg on my knees. is not enough
my cruel shane makes me watch him playing with toy
but does not let me touch him
i am being tortured
and you are laughing at my misery
i really thought you are my friends...
Lisa
Ignoring everything you just said to ask the real question
What kind of toy are we talking???? 👀👀
Caitlin
👀👀
Selena
👀👀
Cassie
👀👀
Jane
Wouldn't you all like to know
Lisa
WHAT???
YOU KNOW??
Jane
Apparently it was very hot to watch
He enjoyed himself a lot from what I heard
Lisa
WAIT NO FAIR
Why do you know details and we don't??
Jane
Lily and I are best friends
She tells me everything
Even if I don't ask
Which I really didn't in this instance
Lisa
I'll gladly take over if you don't want to fulfill your best friend duties then 👀
no
jane is my best friend for life
not even death can free her from her duties
Jane
Lucky me
Cassie
Best friends for life after a few months of knowing each other?
That's pretty fast for such a commitment
silly woman
silly, silly cassie
Cassie
What the fuck?
Why am I the silly one here??? 😭
jane and i have been friends for years
for over a decade, actually
Lisa
FOR OVER A DECADE??
You've been best friends with your boyfriend's rival's girlfriend for over a fucking DECADE??
yes, because the rivalry was fake from the start
roz and my shane have never hated each other
Cassie
WHAT
Selena
WHAT
Lisa
WHAT
THE
FUCK
Jane
Lily
What are you doing...
Caitlin
Called it
Lisa
NO YOU FUCKING DIDN'T
STOP FUCKING LYING CAITLIN

----
The Secret Society of Hot Milfs + Lisa the Hottie

Caitlin Dykstra created "The Secret Society of Hot Milfs + Lisa the Hottie"
Caitlin Dykstra added Cassie Boodram to the chat.
Caitlin Dykstra added Selena Chouinard to the chat.
Caitlin Dykstra added Lisa Hayes to the chat.
Caitlin
Okay.
What the fuck was all that??

~~~~
caitlin dykstra 🤓🌻

Hello Lily
Or should I say Ilya?
have your husbands many concussions colored off on you cait?
my name is lily
Is it though?
Because I've noticed something
Susie didn't get a stroller from a 'Lily' for her birthday
But from Roz
Lily Ilya
And then also Jane Shane
I probably would've chosen names that aren't so close to your actual ones, but well, I guess it has worked so far
But then the separate numbers, too?
Very sneaky
I respect it
you are being delusional
i misspoke earlier
Roz, come on.
...
i am a fucking idiot
i really need to be more careful what i say...
cait
you cannot tell anyone about this
please
Don't worry, darling ❤️
I won't tell anyone
Your secret is safe with me for as long as it needs to be ❤️
ok
thank you for your silence
and of course, no word to shane either
he will actually kill me i think
Oh, he definitely will
My lips are sealed ❤️
This will be fun
not too much fun, i hope...






  
    Chapter End Notes

    i thought it would be funny if i wrote one of the girls clocking their bullshit from the start, so here we are

russian translations:

любимый - darling
ебать - fuck
я тебя люблю - i love you


  


      

  












      Chapter 3
  



    Chapter Notes

      enter: the boys
most of them anyway 👀

enjoy! 🩷


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  

Cens 🏒💪🥅



Dykstra

Roz. I just want to say that I'm glad you're playing for our team

You are a fantastic Captian

And we all appreciate you and everything you do for us very much

Bood

I feel like there's a "but" coming

Dykstra

BUT

Bood

Knew it

Dykstra

WHAT THE FUCK ARE YOU HANGING OUT WITH MY WIFE FOR???

Hazy

LMAO what??

Your daughter just turned one and Caitlin already replaced you??

That's cold 😮‍💨

Dykstra

That's NOT funny

And it will NEVER be funny

Hazy

It's a little funny

Dykstra

Fuck you Hazy

No, it's not.

Haasy

Maybe there is a very logical explanation for this?

There's probably no need to lose your mind

there is a simple AND logical explanation, actually

Dykstra

Which would be????

lovely cait and i ran into each other at a coffee shop and we were heading in same direction

to the same grocery store

she bumped into me

did you want me to ignore her?

make her sad?

did you want that?

Bood

You're not really helping yourself with the "lovely Cait", Cap.

shut up boody

Haasy

Nickname aside

That sounds like a valid reason to me

Dykstra

Shut up, Haasy

No one asked you

Haasy

Aww, what are you so cranky for? 

Didn't have your nap yet?

Bood

HA!

I LOVE YOU HAASY

Haasy

Sorry to tell you this, Bood

But I'm really not into older men

Hazy

Youths these days

Bood

Because saying shit like that doesn't make you sound 1000 years old, Hazy

like scott hunter

Dykstra

Can we please get back to the topic??

there is no more topic, ok?

i was getting coffee and lovely cait was in the same place

i had a conversation with her, she says that she has to buy groceries

me too

i joined her because we wanted to go to the same store

no need for drama, yes?

i also helped her carry groceries so you did not have to. you are welcome for that by the way

but maybe little luca is right 

caitlin said she is out of town for the week and you are alone with baby susie

when is the last time you slept?

Dykstra

I don't know. A while ago probably

Babies are tough

WAIT

DON'T CHANGE THE TOPIC AGAIN??

do you need a babysitter?

Bood

What lol

You want to babysit for Evan after all this?? 😂

no benefits of having a cranky man on the team

i will be taking one for the team

that is the saying, yes?

Hazy

It is

But I really don't know, if you're the right man for the job

i am always the right man for every job

Bood

Love you man, but I wouldn't trust you with a baby at the moment

Or any living thing, really

Not even a plant

Chouinard

I agree with Bood

You're off your game lately

slander

lies

i am at my peak

have never been better

Chouinard

Come on, man

Everyone knows that something is up with you

SLANDER

you are all SLANDERING my good name

and i will NOT stand for it

Barrett

Dude, you literally face planted on the ice at practice earlier today

You fucking tripped and your face met the ice

That never happened to you before

And you didn't even get up for like 5 minutes

Bood

Yeah man that was lowkey scary but also funny af

I've ever seen you like this before

Hazy

It was really hard to watch

I couldn't even laugh

.... At first

Dykstra

I mean, to be fair here, we all laughed

But no one topped Hollzy

That man was giggly all day

Hollzy

I'm still laughing

That was hilarious

Bood

Dude 😭

Time and place

...

i am putting in my trade request

Hazy

Okay, Drama Queen

So, what's going on with you lately?

the sex ban is killing me

slowly

my beautiful and lovely jane is responsible for my death

i want a beautiful funeral

with a lot of flowers 

lilies only. her favorites

to remind her of me

so she knows what she has lost

Bood

DUDE WHAT

That's still happening????

Barrett

How long has it been now?

Haasy

If i'm not wrong, a little over 2 weeks now?

almost 3 weeks...

20 days

14 hours

10 minutes

Hazy

Holy Shit, dude

No wonder, you're off your game

Dykstra

Your girl is ruthless

You must've really made her angry with your messiness

Chouinard

I mean it probably also doesn't help that she lives in Montreal

But that's really rough. So sorry, man



----


Caitlin Dykstra 🤓🌻



caitlin

i need your help

As Ilya or Lily?

technically both?

but more as ilya

Okay, gotcha

What's up?

i know it was funny ha ha at first

but not getting to have sex with my shane is actually making me really sad

i need your help to fix it, think

Aww buddy, I'm so sorry :(((

I totally understand. Keeping this up for almost 3 weeks is torterous

Okay, let me think...

You said that you started cleaning up after yourself

But what did you exactly do?

what he asked

all of it

no more dirty dishes anywhere

no more stinky clothes on the floor

shoes are always in the shelves by the door

did everything he asked for

every single day for weeks

Okay, good start

"good start"?? 

when is this torture over??

The issues he mentioned in the WAGs chat were the dishes, the laundry and your shoes

You fixed all of that

Which is really good

But there has to be something else

You're probably pissing him off in other ways now

i really thought that living with a man would be less complicated

Okay buddy

You're very clearly delusional from sex deprivation

Because you chose to live with SHANE HOLLANDER

That man has laminated rules for team outings

Or, even better.

Did you forget the extremely detailed 300 slide PowerPoint presentation that he made before you first joined the Cens?

The one where he analyzed every single player and pointed out their strengths and flaws? And also included individual training and improvement plans?

I really like Shane a lot, don't get me wrong.

But that man is quite literally the opposite of "less complicated"

There has to be something else that he's very particular about, that you constantly fuck up without realizing it

And he just wants you to realize it

probably, yes

but i do not know what that could be

It's most likely an unintentional thing that you keep doing to piss him off

I know how smart you are. So, put that brain of yours to use, Rozanov

ok, let me think...

he likes things sorted in specific ways

What for example?

the spice drawer in the kitchen

he sorts them in alphabetical order

but he translates all names of the spices to french before sorting

ridiculous

...

You're a fucking dumbass

what??

i prefer it when you call me smart...

Let me guess

Whenever you cook and use spices from the drawer, you put them back randomly

Rather than into the slots were you first took them out of

And mess up his system

Am I right?

i do not know french caitlin???

I know that

But DUDE

Are you kidding me??

THIS IS CLEARLY WHAT HE'S MAD ABOUT??

how can you be sure?

1. I'm not stupid, thank you very much???

And 2. Evan is also incredibly peculiar about some things and gets annoyed when they're not done in the way he wants them to be done

It's the same situation here

ok

so what do i do now?

Open a translating app on your phone and sort your man's fucking spice drawer

The way he wants it to be done

And get some ass, finally



~~~~


Cens 🏒💪🥅



gentlemen

the cup is ours

i feel unstoppable

Bood

Oh yeah?

What changed?

sex ban is lifted 🎉🎉








  
    Chapter End Notes

    everyone say thank you caitlin

i actually planned to make ilya suffer for even longer than this, but decided to be nice today


  


      

  












      Chapter 4
  



    Chapter Notes

      thank you so much for all the kudos and comments on this fic so far! it honestly makes me so happy to see the positive response!!
MWAH MWAH to all of you!! <3

enjoy the chapter <3


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



Lisa

Jane

I heard some news

Wyatt told me that you lifted the sex ban

Is that true?

Jane

I did lift the ban, yes

Lisa

Seriously??

How dare you??!!

Jane

Sorry?

Why are you mad exactly?

Lisa

I really thought you'd hit the 1 month mark before you lift the ban...

Unbelievable...

Jane

???

Did you make a bet or something?

What's the problem here?

Lisa

Of course we made a bet

And because you lifted the ban before the 1 month mark

I lost $50 to Cassie

I'm not happy

You couldn't have let him dangle for another week????

Do you really hate me this much???

Cassie

Sucks for you

Making a bet with me was your first mistake, Lisa

Thanks for the money babes 😚😚

Lisa

You don't even need money 😭

Cassie

Neither do you??

Be so for real

And it's not about the money for me

All I want is to win

I love winning 😚😚

Jane

If you loving winning so much

Why are you married to a Centaur then?

Cassie

Low blow miss ma'am

I get it, though

BUT with Hollzy and Roz they WILL win the cup this year

#trust

Jane

Very optimistic of you

Cassie

Not optimistic

Realistic

With those two on the same team, we will never lose again

Selena

Unless Roz pisses of Jane again

I don't think the team can survive another sex ban 

But Jane, I have to say I'm a little curious, too

What made you decide to lift the ban?

Jane

He figured out what I was mad at him for

So, he got his reward

Caitlin

Took him long enough honestly

He can be so dense, my God

Selena

Why were you mad?

she likes things done in special ways

ridiculous ways, i have to add

no one can figure her out

Selena

Apparently Roz can

Jane

Took him a few weeks, but yes, he figured it out

I was mad at him because of the messed up spice drawer in my kitchen

Whenever he's here and cooks for me, which I love

He messes up my sorting system, which I don't love

It's not that difficult honestly

you sort them in alphabetical order

in a different language

i do not understand why

Jane

I speak French, I like French, I sort my shit in French

Leave me alone

No one has to get it, but me

And in my defense, I explained the system to him multiple times already

Even made a picture of the sorted spice drawer and sent it to him, because obviously I know that he doesn't speak french...

But well, at least he got it now.

And now I think he'll actually think twice before messing it up again

Hopefully...

Cassie

I honestly love the way your brain works

I sort my spices by color

Lisa

Kiss ass

Jane

Thank you Cassie 😊

That's why you're my favorite

You just get me

Cassie

❤️❤️❤️

WHAT

but i am your favorite???

i will ALWAYS be your favorite!!!

fuck you cassie

you are NOT taking my place

Cassie

You better keep up with me, then 😚

i am heartbroken

Jane

Anyway...

Like I already said, it's not like I've never mentioned that it bothers me before

I've done so MANY times

I nag his ass about this constantly

To the point that I feel like I'm pushing him away, because I'm starting to annoy myself, too

And yet he still acts surprised when I get pissed off...

Lisa

The audacity of men sometimes

For that alone, you could've held out for another week or so

Jane

For his stupidity?

Lisa

His stupidity

Or his inability to listen

OR to make sure your good friend Lisa wins $50

So many good options and you decided to take neither of them...

I am wounded

I don't think I will never financially recover from this loss

Cassie

It was $50

Calm down

Selena

And you say Lily is overly dramatic

Lisa

Shhhh

But lucky for you, Jane. I already know a way for you to make it up to me

Jane

Okay fine, I'll play along with your dramatics

How can I make it up to you, my dear friend Lisa?

Lisa

You will share every single detail of the nasty sex you had with him after lifting the ban 👀👀

Deal?

Jane

No deal

Lisa

BOOOOOOOOOO

YOU SUCK

Jane

I won't even have to say anything

You'll hear about the aftermath from your husbands soon enough

Caitlin

LMAO what do you mean by that now?? 😭

Jane

You'll see 👀👀

----
Cens 🏒💪🥅



Bood

Alright so...

No one said anything at practice

So I will do it now

HOLY FUCK ROZ

You look like you were ATTACKED by a fucking animal

Hazy

After almost 3 weeks of celibacy, I'd say that was very deserved

Good for you, honestly

thank you 😏

do i detect a hint of jealousy? 😏

Bood

Part of me wants to say yes

But the other, more logical part, says no

It looks like it hurts

Dykstra

Can you even wear a shirt??

i will be honest with you, gentlemen

no, i cannot

it hurts like a bitch

my jane has very sharp nails

but it was worth it

SO worth it

best afternoon, night and morning of my life

Hazy

Okay damn

Definitely good for you, man

Bood

To be young and in love like those kids again...

Hollzy

You are aware that Rozanov and I are both older than you, right?

Bood

...

Hollzy

Right??

Also, are you saying that you're not in love with Cassie anymore?

Should I tell her that?

Bood

NO????

That's not what i meant 😭

It was just a figure of speech???

It's just that Cassie and I don't have the time or let's be honest the stamina to do it 3 times in 12 hours

i am very sad for you, boody

also it was much more than 3 times

MUCH MUCH MORE than 3 times

many different positions

we did not sleep

we had to make up for 3 weeks of lost time after all

you should have been there

it was HOT, i tell you

Hollzy

I think they get it, actually

Haasy

That's more information than I ever needed, but thanks

you are very welcome little luca :)

Haasy

Will this nickname ever die?

no, of course not

you are the teams baby

Haasy

Great...

Love that for me

But honestly, I just don't get why you enjoy talking about sex so much

Hollzy

I was wondering about that too.

it is my favorite activity

and i am a professional at it 😏

you would not get it

most people in this chat are prudes, children, too single or all of above

i am sure you know what category you fall under 😚

----
Jane 😛💦💕



Another word and I will reinstate the sex ban.

----
Cens 🏒💪🥅



i am joking, of course

Dykstra

Wow, you backpaddled quickly

Did Jane sense you talking shit or what?

something like that

Bood

Dude

Your girl is walking you like a dog

am not a dog

i am a bear

strong and resilient

like russian winter

Bood

I'm sure you can also put a leash on a bear as well

probably, yes

but that does not matter now

i will stand by my point about some of you being too single to understand

barrett for example

he is quiet for the entire conversation

but he was reading everything

i saw it

but now he is too embarrassed to say anything, i know it

Barrett

Well actually

I was just waiting for you to shut up so I can make an announcement

----
Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



Cassie

Okay ladies

I have exciting news

We're getting another new member!!!

Lisa

Oh? 👀

Someone's got a new girl?

Cassie

Not quite!

Cassie Boodram added Harris Drover (Troy) to the chat.

Harris

Hello everyone!! :)

Lisa

OMG!!

Hi Harris!!






  
    Chapter End Notes

    a new addition to the wags!! ...whabgs?? anyway, YAY HARRIS IS HERE


  


      

  












      Chapter 5
  



    Chapter Notes

      holy pov change batman
i thought it was time to explore things from shane's perspective hehe

had to rewrite this 3 times because i kept having tech issues... BUT ANYWAY i hope you enjoy this new pov and i'm very excited for the things to come hehehehehehe

 

enjoy the chapter <3


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  

Cassie Boodram



Why would you add Harris to the WAGs chat?

Isn't he the social media manager?

Feels odd to have him there

Like a conflict of interest

Oh?

But having 2 players in the chat isn't a conflict of interest?

No one but you knows it's actually us, though

You know what I mean...

Shane

What

Harris is gay

That's not a secret

How do you know that??

Did he tell you??

He didn't have to

I mean, he did eventually

But when he introduced himself to us he wore a MLM pin on his jacket

The same pin he wears every single day

That you have definitely seen before, too

I don't understand

What does Multi-Level-Marketing have to do with Harris being gay??

Not this kind of MLM, sweetie 💔

MLM as in men loving men

It's a pride flag

Oh.

But he could also just be an ally

He was literally added to the WAGs chat as Troy's boyfriend

What the fuck are you on about??

Also, didn't Troy announce it in the team's group chat before I added Harris to the WAGs chat?

Zane told me that he did, which is also how I got Harris' number in the first place

After Ilya went on and on about our sex life, I was so annoyed that I didn't check the chat again

But yes, apparently he did

And everyone voiced their support for Troy

Except for me

Fuck, what if they think I'm homophobic??

What the fuck am I supposed to do now??

Should I sent them a gift basket??

I don't know what would be appropriate in this situation

Help me

Cassie

Cassie

Cassie

Cassie

Cassie

Cassie

Cassie

Come back here

I'm freaking out

Good God, Shane

Take a deep breath, okay?

You're fine

That conversation in the team's group chat was literally 5 minutes ago

Tell them that you had to take care of something and that you're supportive of Troy, and by extension also Harris

All will be good, I promise

Oh, right

I will do that

Sorry for spamming

And for overreacting like an idiot...

This is all just very unexpected

What is exactly?

The team being fine with a player being gay

I'm not used to it

As you can maybe imagine

It doesn't happen every day that a team trades away their star player

So, something did happen with Montreal then?

You never said

Yes, something happened...

But I don't want to get into it now

Sorry

I shouldn't have brought it up

No sweetie!!

Don't apologize, please

You'll tell me once you're ready

And only then

And also only if you really want to

No one's forcing you to share anything you don't want to share

Got it?

Yes, got it

Thank you

There's really no need for you to thank me ❤️

But now that you're done freaking out

We should probably get our asses back to the WAGs group chat to make Harris feel welcome, right?

Yes, right.

Let's do it.

❤️



----


Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



Harris

Thank you so much for the warm welcome!! :)

And please don't see me being here as a conflict of interest or anything like that!

I'm just here as Troy's boyfriend ❤️

Not the team's social media manager

Lily

it is very lovely to have you in the chat harris

i hope the boys made sure troy is still an appreciated and important member of the team

because he is

and so are you

and if anyone says something else

there will be no place to hide for them

i will be leading the man hunt to catch homophobic assholes

and kill them

Harris

Okay wow

No messing with you, eh?

I don't think that will be necessary

They were all more than supportive to both Troy and me

Troy was so relieved to finally have told the guys, which made me even happier about it all

Lots of happy tears were shed when he called me on FaceTime just now ❤️

Lily

good.

Lisa

Damn Lily

It's really hot when you're acting murderous

I'm getting the tingles 😏

Lily

oh? is that so? 😏

shane says the same 😏

Harris

Oh, right

I already know of the other girls who their players are

But you're Hollander's girlfriend, right?

Lily

yes, for a long time already

Harris

Okay, nice!

And Jane?

Lily

lovely jane is captains girlfriend

Harris

Alright

Interesting

?

Harris

Oh, nothing!

I was just curious, that's all!!

It's great to meet you both :)



----


Troy 🐶❤️



TROY

DID YOU KNOW THAT HOLLANDER HAS A GIRLFRIEND???

What??

No???

How do you know?

I know about Cap's girlfriend, but not Hollander's

She's in the WAGs group chat that Cassie added me to

Some girl named Lily

She seems very scary

But also super nice

If that makes sense

Wow, okay...

Don't think I've ever heard him mention her

But maybe you were off about Hollander after all?

Not possible

I'm never wrong about these things

Okay well, maybe there's more to the story after all?

I'm sure it'll all make sense at some point

But for now...

Play nice, I know

I don't want to seem like an asshole after all

Good boy ❤️

Have fun in the WAGs chat!

I love you ❤️

Thank you!!

I love you too ❤️



----


Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



Lisa

A new member calls for another wine night, doesn't it? 👀👀

Selena

Incredible idea, Lisa

Your brain is doing phenomenal things

Lisa

Why thank you 😚

The boys are playing in Montreal this weekend and I was planning to go, too!

Because your girl scored ANOTHER weekend off work

And you know who lives in Montreal??

Our very own WAG Jane!!

We could all meet at yours then @Jane? 👀

Selena

That would be so cool!

I could drop off the girls at my mom's and come to Montreal too!!

Lisa

Now we only have to find a way to get Lily from Boston to Montreal and nothing stands in our way

Harris

I would definitely be down for that!

Cassie

Oh, I don't know if that's a good idea...

Harris

Aw, why not?

Lisa

Yeah, why not??

I'm sure we can pry her out of Roz's grabby, horny hands for one evening 👀

Selena

He sees her often enough anyway

Harris

You've never met her?

Lisa

No, we haven't

And it's about time, I'd say 👀

Lily

i am very sorry girls and harris

but i am busy this weekend

Lisa

Oh?

With what? 👀

Lily

work

cannot leave boston

and pretty jane is busy, too

she is in boston with me

Selena

OMG exciting!!

How come?

Lily

she said that she missed me

so she came to visit

because i am her favorite

and not cassie

sorry not sorry 😚



----


Lily 🌷🌸



I love you

Thank you so much

❤️❤️❤️



----


Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



Lisa

The one time I would voluntarily step foot into Montreal

And the reason for it isn't even there

Rude 💔

Caitlin

We could meet at mine this week!

Can't get to my usual shit faced level, because my parents are out of town and I'll have to take care of Susie

But should be fun anyway?

Cassie

OMG yes!!

I'll bring Milo and they can have a little play date!!

I'm not giving up on them becoming besties just yet

Harris

That sounds great!!

And I can bring Chiron (our dog) if that's okay with everyone!

Selena

OMG of course that's okay!!

Chiron is the cutest pup I've ever met!!

Lisa

There has never been anything more okay than you bringing your dog, Harris

Harris

Okay perfect!

Lily

sweet jane and i will join another time for wine night

promise ❤️

Caitlin

No worries, Darlings

We'll meet you when we meet you ❤️

Cassie

What Cait said ❤️



----


Cassie Boodram



You okay buddy?

Yes

Thank you for the save

To you and Caitlin both, actually

Of course, she doesn't know who I really am, so don't actually thank her from me

But you know what I mean

Yes, I get what you mean

And you really don't have to thank me ❤️

Don't want you to feel like you have to do something that you don't want to do, or that you're not ready for ❤️








  
    Chapter End Notes

    i don't know why i decided to make harris the ilya rozanov of this story in the gaydar sense, but it is what it is lol

i have big plans hehehehehohohoehhe

 

also a quick note: i am well aware that in the canon material, shane was not traded to ottawa. he signed with them after he became a free agent. but in this fic i changed that, as he also went to ottawa a lot earlier than he did in canon.
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enjoy this chapter ehehehhehehe
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  Jane 😛💦💕



jane любимый

you have been a lot more quiet in the wags chat lately

you okay дорогой?

I'm Okay

I just still feel odd about being in that chat in the first place

We don't belong there

And I also think that Harris is onto us

Or me at least

Don't want to give him even more evidence, if that's the case

солнышко

we have good reasons to be in the wags chat

just like the lovely ladies and harris

is a loophole, yes?

we are both wags and not

they will not know which is true

we are basically schrödinger's wags

Until we come out

Or are found out

Or are outed...

Whatever happens first

we will not be found out or outed

we will tell them when we are ready

and not a moment earlier, ok?

Lily

We are playing against Montreal this week

They know I'm gay

And they will 100% make comments to the guys to expose me

Our relationship may not get found out, but they will definitely know about me

It's unfortunately inevitable and I'm not ready for that

I'm not ready for another team to hate me for who I am

Or who I love

дорогой

i understand that you are scared, but there is nothing to worry about with this team

like i have said before, they are very good boys

even if you should get found out, you will have their support

like troy has

it will not be different with you, i swear

please do not worry so much

everything will be ok

you can trust me on this

because i already have an idea

I don't think that I can just turn off all of my worries, Lily...

What are you planning?

nothing incriminating

i promise you

I don't like how you phrased that

Because it sounds like you're planning something that'll definitely be incriminating in some way or another

Don't lie to me please...

i am not lying

i swear

it will be a shit game for montreal but not just because of me

i promise

Lily, what??

What's that supposed to mean???

Don't ignore me????

Hello???

Are you serious???

Ilya??

----
FUCK MONTREAL



Ilya Rozanov created "FUCK MONTREAL"

Ilya Rozanov added xx members to the chat.

Bood

I agree with the group name 100%

But I feel like we already knew that??

Hazy

Roz, what is this?

gentlemen

welcome

Chouinard

Why is everyone here except for Hollzy and Haasy?

What's going on?

Dykstra

Roz, are you planning a murder??

And if you are, are you making us accomplices??

you have already asked many questions already

as expected

i will explain the plan

you will all listen

and then i will answer any of your unanswered questions, ok?

Barrett

Alright...

so

we are playing montreal this weekend, yes?

Hazy

Yeah?

and we will win, yes?

Chouinard

Of course

Bood

Duhhhhh

Barrett

I mean, we'll try to win?

no troy.

we WILL win.

was a rhetorical question

Barrett

Right.

yes

and you remember that hollander used to play for them, yes?

Dykstra

How could anyone forget that?

this is his first game against them

his former team

he is very nervous 

and scared, too

but he does not want to admit it to anyone

not even me

he says that everything is fine, but he is lying

i know him very well by now

so it is our job to help him

Chouinard

I mean, obviously we will help him

That's kinda our job, no?

yes, of course

but my point is that we protect our own

like a pack of bears

hollander is now a part of that

Dykstra

Are all Russians obsessed with bears or is that a Rozanov thing?

Barrett

Do bears even come in packs?

pay attention

this is important

montreal will definitely play dirty

and will focus all their attacks on hollander

say horrible things to him

and about him to you also

we will fight back

they play dirty

we play dirtier

WE WILL FUCK THEM UP

Bood

FUCK YEAHHHHH

Hazy

You're very passionate about hating Montreal

I mean I hate them too, But damn dude

Chouinard

Very passionate indeed

But, didn't you also hate Hollzy until like a year ago, too?

no, i did not

the rivalry off the ice was fake from the start

we played it up on the ice for the media

though, we did not have to play it up too much, because we are both very competitive and always want to win

but what i want to say is that hollander and i are friends

real friends

like i have said before, i would not start a charity with someone i hate

i actually never hated him

we have been friendly since before our rookie season

but that is not the important part here

Chouinard

I feel like it should be?

I mean, yeah. You told us about the charity thing, but still...

That's actually insane lore to just drop and not explain further

just forget that

focus on only the important things for now

the most important part is that montreal treated hollander like shit

he did not leave because he wanted to

he was pushed out

so

WE KILL MONTREAL

and show them what they have lost

Hazy

You know what? Hell yeah!!

I never get to join any fights...

I wanna get into the action, too

LET'S FUCKING MURDER THEM

Bood

Abso-fucking-lutely

We protect our own 💪🏼🙂‍↕️

Dykstra

I'm on board, too. Obviously

How badly do we hurt them?

easy

NO ONE on that poor excuse of a team goes home without a broken nose, jaw or pride

preferably all of the above, actually

i also want to see teeth flying

so boody and nicky, you two know what to do

NO ONE fucks with my shane and gets away with it unfazed

Dykstra

Okay.

Got it

Bood

THEY ARE GOING DOWN!!

Chouinard

I'M SO READY!!

good

i knew i could count on all of you

but actually

there is one exception 

Chouinard

You want us to go easy on one of them?

yes, but not just go easy

leave him alone completely

no one touch pike

Bood

PIKE???

As in HAYDEN PIKE???

yes

Hazy

Why him though??

I thought you hate him

i do

but hollander does not

pike is the only person from that shit team that still stands by him

after everything happened

Chouinard

Damn...

Pike's the only one?

Really?

yes, he is the only one

and i know how that sounds, but you know hollander for a little while now

he is not the bad guy here

they are the assholes

not hollander

i do not expect you to just blindly believe me

but i hope that you will trust me, as your captain

but also as your friend

if hollander really was a horrible person, i would be the first to call him out

Chouinard

Don't worry, Cap.

We trust you completely.

Hazy

What a bunch of assholes

Bood

Alright.

Everyone but Pike WILL FUCKING DIE

thank you

and now to answer the question why hollander and little luca are not here

shane would not want us to do this

he is too nice

even after everything that they have done to him

but montreal does not deserve any niceties

from hollander or anyone else

Hazy

That makes a lot of sense actually

And Haasy?

he is like a very loyal puppy and would immediately tattle to shane

who then would tell us to not do any of this

because again, he is too nice

we cannot risk the plan to fail

Bood

Okay, fair 😂

Dykstra

We got your back, Cap 💪🏼

And Hollzy's, too

Of course

~~~~
Hayden Pike (derogatory)



pike.

Rozanov.

What do you want?

i need to talk to you

If you want to fuck with me before the game so I'm more likely to fuck up, there's actually no need for it

I'm already fucked up enough

I fucking hate this team

The shit they've been saying about Shane again...

I want to fucking throw hands

Especially at fuck ass Comeau

I hate that motherfucker so much

no, i do not want to mess with you

i just wanted to give you a warning before the game

but honestly, hearing that you hate them as much as i do will definitely help you even more now

What the fuck are you talking about?

my team is out for blood

quite literally

it will be a fucking bloodbath on friday

but i told them to spare you

they will probably forget about that in their bloodlust, though

it would be better for you to keep your distance from them during the game

What the fuck?

Okay??

Wait

You want me spared??

Why??

You hate me??

I thought you'd be more than delighted to see me get beaten up by your team

normally i would enjoy it, yes

but you are not just keeping shanes secret

you are keeping mine, too

you are a very good friend to my shane

no matter how shitty the situation with your team is and how much better it would become for you if you started to act exactly like they do, you are still loyal to shane and do not sink to their level

i respect that, that takes guts

so you will be spared

trust is a give and take, no?

I mean, I guess so?

But let's be honest here.

You're just scared that both Jackie and Shane will fuck you up if you end up hurting me for no reason

yes, my love and your love are very scary when they are mad

but is not the only reason

like i have said

Shane's turning you into a softie

do not be ridiculous

i am still the same asshole as ever

i just do not want to hurt my friends.

We're friends?

That's new

yes, we are

i am not happy about it either

and i will deny ever having said this of course

Of course...

Well, thank you for not wanting to kill me, I guess?
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  ?????



Zane Boodram created "?????"

Zane Boodram added xx members to the chat.

Dykstra

Another group chat??

Really Bood?

Hazy

I can't keep up with you youngins

Barrett

You're literally the youngest one here, Hazy

Hazy

SHHHHHH

I have an old soul, we all know that

Barrett

Who is "we" in that context?

Because your comic collections begs to differ, Hazy

Hazy

An old soul can have youthful hobbies???

Barrett

Sure, sure.

Chouinard

What's this about, Bood?

We all saw it right?

Dykstra

Oh, so we are talking about it?

Thought we'd ignore it

I wanted to ignore it, yeah

But honestly, I just needed to check if you all saw it too before I go CRAZY

We all should be on the same page about this

Roz and Hollzy are together?

Hazy

Seems like it

Barrett

To be honest, I already had a theory about Hollzy, but Roz surprised me a bit

Actually

Nevermind

In hindsight, I should've known that something was going on between them

Dykstra

Why?

Barrett

Before I was with Harris, I asked Roz for Hollzy's number because I thought he's cute 🧍🏻‍♂️

And Roz looked at me like he wanted to skin me alive

So, I don't know what I was thinking really

Dykstra

That's hilarious

And we will make fun of you for this forever

But what are we going to do?

Chouinard

Yeah, don't they have girlfriends in the WAGs chat??

Lily and Jane, right?

Hazy

Nick

Buddy

I need you to start using your critical thinking skills

Chouinard

What?

Ohhhhhh

It's not even clever

Wow, I'm fucking stupid

Hazy

Yes, but we love you anyway

Dykstra

Do you think the girls and Harris know?

Because Caitlin doesn't

Hazy

I don't think so

Lisa assumes Lily and Jane are lesbians using our boys as their beards

So close, yet so far from the truth

Chouinard

Now that I think about it

Selena told me that she thinks they're in a polyamorous relationship

So, she's kinda on the right track, but also not completely?

Barrett

Harris had the right idea about Lily potentially being a man

But didn't fully connect the dots yet

Cassie doesn't know about it either

And it will stay that way

We won't tell them

Dykstra

What do you mean?

It's not our secret to tell

And judging by the fact that Roz edited his message to say "our Shane" instead of "my Shane"

It was an accident

He didn't mean to tell us

So, we will let him believe that we're idiots who didn't see anything

Hazy

I mean, obviously

I'd rather swallow a fucking Puck than tell them that we know Hollzy gave our Captain blue balls for 3 weeks 💀

Dykstra

Come on man

I didn't even remember that until now

Hazy

Sorry lol

Chouinard

You think that's why Hollzy was kicked out of Montreal?

Because he's gay?

Barrett

Montreal is famously one of the most homophobic teams in the league.

So it wouldn't surprise me, to be honest

Dykstra

And it would also explain why Roz was so insistent on making sure we don't think Hollzy's the bad guy...

Must be why they're so secretive about it, too

And shit

Roz is Russian

And a public figure

Who is here with an Employment Visa

Can't be good if they're found out

Hazy

Oh fuck, you're so right

No one's mic'd for this game, right?

Chouinard

As far as I know, no

Good thinking, Hazy

They would definitely spill Hollzy's secrets

Probably still will, just for us to hear them instead

Dykstra

Then it's our jobs to break those fuckers jaws before they can even think about flapping their fucking mouths

Chouinard

And if they do, we just don't act surprised

Hollzy's one of us now

Who he loves won't change that

Exactly

Don't know about you, but I did some extra boxing sessions this week in preparation 🥊

Told Cassie that I'm only preparing for the "What if?" scenario, she doesn't need to know about our plans

What she doesn't know won't hurt her lol

Barrett

Same here

But I mainly did it because Harris likes it

Hazy

Okay, Lover Boy

Do we think Pike knows about Hollzy being with Roz and that's why Roz wants him spared?

Chouinard

Could be

I always thought Pike's a decent guy

Glad to be right about that

Plus, he and Hollzy are best friends, aren't they?

Dykstra

Yeah, they are

And I actually have another question about this

Should we talk to Pike about us knowing, or nah?

No. I think the less people who know the better

Even if he does know, we shouldn't yap about it more than we already did

Dykstra

Alright.

Can't lie though, this will be hard as fuck to keep a secret from Cait

That woman reads me like an open book...
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  ?????

Hazy
HOLLZY WAS THE ONE TO SCRATCH UP CAP'S BACK
Dykstra
Dude, shut up 😭

----
"For fucks sake, Hazy." Nick Chouinard quietly mumbled to himself, his voice getting completely overshadowed by the noise of the pattering water of the shower in the background. It was more information than he ever could've needed—information that he would've loved to repress forever—especially since he was rooming with Hollander on this roadie.
Normally Hollander and Rozanov would be paired up. Which Nick thought, they would've definitely preferred, especially before a stressful game like this for Hollander. But Coach Wiebe decided to change things up this time—"to allow more dynamics to be formed within the team", he had called it, "team bonding and some such"—but that wasn't the full truth, probably.
With all the information he had learned about the secret relationship of Hollander and Rozanov— which frankly wasn't all that much—he couldn't help but think that Coach Wiebe also knew about it and wanted to avoid any possible distractions before this very important game for Hollander.
Because that's exactly what it is. 
This is the most important game for Hollander this season. Maybe even the most important game of his career. The first game against his former team that he wasn't on good terms with; though that felt like a serious understatement.
The first game since his original draft back in 2010, where he was wearing anything other than the blue and red jersey of Montreal.
Nick could only imagine what must be going through Shane's mind right now. There was no way to fully read that man, though. He had too many walls up. Rightfully so, judging by everything that Nick has learned about Hollander's rocky past with Montreal until now; which mostly consisted of nothing but speculation.
He leaned back on his bed, typing a good night message to his wife, to pass along to his daughters when Shane eventually came out of the bathroom; freshly showered, his hair still damp.
And wearing a Boston Bears T-shirt.
Definitely Cap's shirt. Nick thought, after a quick glance at his teammate, before turning his attention back to his phone. This time texting the guys.
----
?????

He's wearing Roz's shirt
Like it's the most normal thing in the world
WHAT DO I DO??
Bood
LMAOOO
How did they keep it a secret for so long
They're getting sloppy
He probably just didn't notice
So, do nothing
Hazy
Yes, best not acknowledge it
We don't want him to freak out even more
That man is on EDGE
Dykstra
Cap's not much different tbh
He's pacing the room like a fucking lion in captivity
Barrett
He'd probably correct you and say he's a free roaming bear
Dykstra
What is it with this man and bears?
Barrett
Must be a Russian thing, I don't know
Jokes aside, I think the situation with Montreal is actually even more intense than we originally thought
I'm really worried about Hollzy
Any idea how I could help him to calm down?
Bood
Try talking to him
Show him that we're on his side no matter what happens at the game tomorrow
Maybe he needs the reminder
Hazy
But still try to not give anything way
He doesn't need the additional stress of us knowing about their relationship
I'll try that
Will report back 🫡
Bood
Good luck, soldier 🫡

----
"Hey Hollzy," Nick tried, but got no reaction from his roommate. After coming out of the bathroom he went straight to his bed and his now glued to his phone, straight faced. Definitely trying to stay calm and not lose his shit.
"Hollzy?" He tried again, a little louder this time, but still no reaction. Shane had completely zoned out.
"Shane," Three times the charm. Shane's head snapped up and turned to his teammate. "Are you okay?" What a fucking stupid question, he thought. The answer is definitely No, but he needed to start the conversation somewhere.
"Yeah, yeah. I'm fine," the lie came out more stuttery than Shane had wished, but saying anything else would probably only do more damage than good right now.
"Big game tomorrow. You must be excited," Way to stick your fucking foot in your mouth, Nick. He knew that he must sound like an insensitive idiot, but he didn't know how else he should get Shane to talk to him.
"Don't know if excited is the right word honestly," Shane sighed. "I just want it to be over," Nick tilted his head inquisitively, Shane picked up on it and expanded on his thoughts. "The game, I mean. I'm not excited to play. Not looking forward to it at all, actually. I just want to get it over with and move on. But I don't know if it will be that easy."
"Why shouldn't it be?"
"Because I think that you all will think differently of me tomorrow. I don't know if I'm ready for that yet," he said, his voice getting more and more quiet with every word, until Nick only barely understood.
He was worried about being outed by his former teammates. Fucking terrified, even. For a very good reason, too.
"Listen Hollzy," Nick got up from his bed and sat down on the end of Shane's. "Nothing that they will do or say tomorrow could ever change our opinion on you," he started, speaking for the entire team. "You're one of us and we will stand by you. No matter what."
"No matter what?" Shane repeated as a question. "I could be a homophobic asshole and you wouldn't even know it."
"If you were, you wouldn't have sent Harris and Troy a pride themed gift basket after they announced their relationship, congratulating them on their bravery," Nick laughed. "And if you were, you probably also wouldn't have left Montreal, as they are famously one of the most homophobic teams in the whole league."
"I could be racist."
"Are you though?" Shane shook his head. "Then stop trying to find reasons why we should hate you. Because we don't and we never will. You're a great player, the greatest in the fucking league even, and you're also a great guy. And if Montreal comes for you tomorrow, they will be dealt with. Easy," Shane nodded and before he could say anything, his phone lit up.
Lily 🌷🌸

1307

"Text from Lily," Nick read and raised an eyebrow. The message containing only four numbers. A room number most likely. "You should go see her. Could help you take your mind of the game for the night. Better to be well rested," Though I don't think that'll be the case, if Roz can be believed. He thought back on Rozanov's tendencies to overshare about his—and by proxy also Shane's—sex life.
"Yeah, maybe."
"Go get 'er. It'll do you good," Nick laughed and not even a minute later, Shane was gone.
----
?????

Dykstra
Cap just left
Said he's going for run
Probably bullshit, right?
Hazy
Oh, definitely
Yup
Hollzy got a text from "Lily" with a room number
Bood
They're not even trying anymore
But well
Good for them
Barrett
For sure
How did the talk with Hollzy go?
I think it went okay, I think
He calmed down quite a bit
But I guess Cap will take care of the rest now
Hazy
Is he still wearing the shirt?
Yeah
But he put a hoodie on before he left
Would probably be difficult to explain why he's wearing a shirt from a different team, if he were to be seen by someone
Bood
Yeah, and the Boston shirt is for Roz's eyes only apparently
And for Nick's too, I guess LMAO
I bet Roz'll go feral because of it
Dykstra
Yeah, let's not go there actually
I already know enough

~~~~
Shane had never felt so odd arriving at an arena for an away game before. But, it wasn't just any away game. He was visiting his old rink, that he was spent countless hours on, as a stranger.
A stranger to his fans. To his old team. To the whole city of Montreal. But "stranger" was probably too nice. He was a traitor, as the media had proclaimed him since they didn't know the truth. But at the same time he also didn't want them to know the truth just yet. So he couldn't really do anything, but accept their hatred towards him.
Shane had never even seen the locker room for the opposing team before.
He could feel himself tense up, hoping that no one would notice.
The memory of Nick's words, from the previous night, still lingered on his mind, putting him somewhat at ease. Though not completely.
But right now, he only felt the gazes of his teammates on him. They left a prickly feeling all over his body.
He hated it. So much.
And it seemed like they didn't notice how much it was bothering him either.
Well, someone did.
"Okay listen up," Ilya started, all the attention shifted from Shane to him. "The Game today is just like any other game. Seems more important but is not. Just a bunch of shitty players that deserve their asses kicked." Sounded better when he rehearsed it in the bathroom earlier. Shane thought, but didn't dare to actually say out loud.
"Plan for today already stands," He glaned over to Dykstra, Bood, Barrett, Hayes and Chouinard, then back at the rest of the team. "We will play good hockey, score more goals and send them home crying. Will not accept any other outcome, yes?" Definitely one of his calmer captain speeches; he didn't even yell. Everyone thought so, but he did it on purpose. No one needed to be riled up, everyone was ready to fuck up the other team.
----
Hayden ☄️

Hey man
We're still on for dinner after the game, right?
No matter how it goes?
Hey Hayd
Yeah, of course
I'm excited to hang out with you again, it's been way too long
And I'm also looking forward to see Jackie and the kids. I've missed them, too.
They are also very excited to see you again.
Arthur seems especially excited. He hasn't shut up about you coming by since I told him that you'll be in Montreal today.
Something about telling you about his new favorite game, I don't actually know
He mentioned that he wanted to show me something last time I was there, when I unfortunately had to leave early
He had to wait a few weeks for me to be back in Montreal, can't blame him for being excited
Ilya's coming too, though. You know that, right?
Yeah
Oh and, sure. I don't mind you bringing Rozanov along.
Someone has to drink the fucking expensive Vodka I bought
You bought him Vodka?
Did I miss something?
Who are you and what have you done to my best friend??
Ha Ha, very funny
Guess I finally learned that he isn't such a bad guy after all
Today is so fucking weird
Maybe you'll understand after the game
This doesn't clear anything up
I hope you're aware if that
Very, but I really shouldn't say more... Sorry
Good luck today, Shane
Good luck, Hayden

~~~~
Shane's mind clocked out for the entirety of the first two periods of the game. He completely zoned out, only focusing on Hockey and repressing every other thought. The exact same coping mechanism that he had adapted during his last season with the Voyageurs.
It worked. A little too well maybe. There was actually no way for them to lose at this point.
Until the first face off of the last period, between Ilya and his former teammate Comeau, Montreal's new captain.
Ilya won it, of course. Immediately passing to Shane, but before Shane could even attempt to shoot at the goal, the ref blew his whistle.
Everything came to a halt. Including Shane who got snapped back into reality.
When he noticed Ilya, his Ilya, lying on the ice.
Unconscious.
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  Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



Selena

The ONE time I have to leave early something happens

Twitter is freaking out

What happened???

Caitlin

Ilya got knocked out by that fucking asshole Comeau

Selena

WHAT??

Is he okay??

Harris

We don't know much more unfortunately

They cut the cameras almost immediately after Roz went down

We don't even know if he got back up already

Lisa

I KNEW I should've gone to Montreal with Wyatt

We're flying blind over here

Not for long!

Wait actually, before I add her

@Harris are you okay with me adding Jackie Pike?

I know that you and Troy aren't public yet...

Harris

Thank you for being considerate of us in times like these, Cassie

But it's okay, you can add her!

I've met Jackie before, she knows that I'm gay

Okay perfect!

Cassie Boodram added Jackie Pike to the chat.

Jackie

Hey girls ❤️

OH! Harris is here, too!! Hi lovely :)

How's everyone doing? :)

Lisa

JACKIE!!

Love you, very happy to hear from you, would love to catch up but business first PLEASE

Is Roz okay??

Jackie

Right. Of course, sorry!

So first things first

Yes, Rozanov is fine!

Lisa

Oh, thank God

Harris

What happened exactly?

We didn't get to see much after the hit

Jackie

The hit looked much worse than it actually was.

I mean, it was bad and definitely a dirty hit, but well...

He got knocked out, but was back on his feet like 10 or 15 seconds later. Thankfully, he wasn't out for long.

Bood was the first one to help him get up and then off the ice

He was then immediately checked by the team's medic

He has a mild concussion and his shoulder dislocated, but that was fixed already

He asked me to hold his hand when they fixed it...

That asshole almost crushed my hand, but small mercies

He's a little disoriented, which is to be expected.

From both the concussion and the pain meds they gave him.

He'll be out for the rest of the game and future games for a while, too.

He'll have to get it double checked, but he's most likely out for up to 12 weeks before he can return to playing, if he rests properly and goes to the prescribed physical therapy regularly

But it's Ilya Rozanov we're talking about...

Knowing his impatient ass, though, he'll probably start working out sooner, against his doctor's advice.

So recovery will take even longer, but we'll have to wait and see about that

The game was obviously interrupted, but will resume in like 10 minutes

Cameras should also be back up by then

OH and, I also already talked to his Jane, so don't worry about a thing there.

She knows what happened and will make sure he's taken care of ❤️

Cassie

Thank you so much for the update, Jackie!! ❤️

And also thank you so much for reaching out to Jane!! ❤️

Selena

Okay wow, that sucks 😭

It could've been much worse, but still...

Poor Roz...

But yeah, thank you for the info, Jackie!!! ❤️

Jackie

You're very welcome lovelies ❤️

Lisa

Glad to hear that Roz is as alright as he can be after this

And best believe that I will use my angry, scary doctor voice to make sure that man rests properly.

But God, I fucking hate Montreal

Sorry Jackie, I know your man's playing for them

Jackie

No need to apologize, I hate them too

All of them

Except for my Hayden, of course ❤️

Caitlin

Poor Hayden...

Having to play for this horrible team

Jackie

Yes, it's unfortunate...

Before the cameras cut off, Hayden punched Comeau, right?

Jackie

He did, yes 👀

You must be proud of your man 🫢

Jackie

I am!

You can't even imagine 🫢

He'll get a reward for that tonight, don't even worry about it

Lisa

It was hot af

Never thought I'd say that about Hayden Pike of all people, but here we are

Congrats on the hottie, Jackie

Jackie

Thank you? 😂

Selena

What happened after Hayden punched Comeau?

Jackie

He was pulled off by the Coach

And well...

Hayden's benched for the rest of the season

Lisa

Over a fight??

That seems very drastic...

Jackie

He's been a thorn in Theriault's eye since Shane left

And when J.J. also left, it became even worse for Hayden

Caitlin

I'm so sorry to hear that

Your boy is such a good egg

I hate to see him treated like that

Lisa

And that fuck ass Comeau gets to continue playing like nothing happened??

Jackie

Yeah, well it was to be expected

But honestly, it doesn't even matter that he was benched

Since he's leaving Montreal after this game

But either way, it gives us more time for organizational stuff, I guess

Selena

Oh? 👀

He's leaving Montreal?

To play where?

Jackie

Well, do any of you by chance know good schools and daycares in Ottawa?

WAIT

WHAT 👀👀

(I will send you a list immediately)

Jackie

Because Hayden was such a pain in the ass for the team, the coach and the management of Montreal pretty much since Shane left, those idiots ended up doing the same thing that they did with Shane back then

They traded him away

I was worried that he'd end up playing for an even worse team than Montreal, but apparently their approach with players they don't like is to ship them off to Ottawa

Honestly though, that's the best case scenario

(Thank you Cassie!! You're a doll ❤️)

Lisa

OH HELL YES

Love that for both of you honestly

Jackie

Thank you!!!

We were hesitant about making the decision to move to Ottawa because of our kids, though. 

Since most of them are already in school and have their friends here in Montreal.

But they told me that they're worried about Hayden

Because he always comes home sad from practice or games

And they don't want him to be sad all the time

Our original plan was for Hayden to move to Ottawa and for us to stay here at first

But they insisted that we all move to Ottawa together

Another big reason for their support to move is Shane apparently, because he doesn't visit that often anymore now that he's in Ottawa

And they miss their uncle Shane

(Yes, I cried when they said that, because I miss him, too)

Selena

Oh, bless them

Well, we'll certainly love to have you and your family over here ❤️

Lisa

Yes, definitely! ❤️

Caitlin

This will be great!!!

For all involved parties ❤️

Jackie

Except for Ilya, maybe 😂

But, he'll come around, too. I'm sure of it

Caitlin

He'll get to boss Hayden around as his Captain

Ilya will be totally fine

Jackie

True 😂

Lovely to have you Jackie, glad to hear that you get to stay in this chat forever now ❤️

Back to the game real quick, though

I have to ask

How's our boy Shane holding up?

The day's already been stressful enough, can't imagine that Roz getting knocked out helped with that 😭

Lisa

Oh shit, you're so right

He looked miles away the entire game so far

Jackie

Because he was

I remember him do this a lot when he was still in Montreal

He was like this basically the entire final season he played here

Hayden calls it "Hockey Robot-mode"

Caitlin

Sounds about right...

Harris

It's scary to see, but efficient, too

Honestly, the whole game is such a shit show

I'm already drafting multiple different statements 💀

Not posting anything yet, obviously

There's still an entire period left of the game after all...

So much shit can still happen

Send help 💀

Lisa

You'll live ❤️

Harris

So kind of you, Lisa

And so helpful, too

Thanks

Lisa

You're so very welcome ❤️

Jackie

Back to Shane for a second

Lisa

Right-

Sorry!

Jackie

I see 2 different scenarios that could take place after the game:

1. He passes out from the stress overtaking him (which is the most likely)

2. He starts crying as a stress relief

Lisa

I have a third option, before the game even ends

HE THROWS HANDS??

He has earned the crash out ❤️

Harris

Shane doesn't fight, though

Lisa

A girl can dream

~~~~
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Lisa

OMG WHAT

SHANE DROPPED HIS GLOVES

"Shane doesn't fight" MY ASS

SUCK IT HARRIS






  
    Chapter End Notes

    HOOOORAYYY my queen jackie pike is FINALLY here
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    Chapter Notes

      okay y'all this was a lot harder than expected... i had to scrap and rewrite this part like 5 times until i was finally okay with the result
(if you're expecting a very detailed fighting scene, this is not it, sorry to disappoint. i tried)

i also added some more russian in this part, all translations will be in the end note!
full disclaimer though: i used google translate for it.
i don't speak russian and also don't know anyone irl who speaks russian to help me with the translations, so google translate had to make due

enjoy ❤️


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Everything happened so quickly. From one second to the next, Shane goes from flying across the ice in possession of the puck, prepared to score his fourth goal of the game, to standing stock-still in place.
He had been on fire tonight, it was probably his best game to date. A hat trick and two assists, ready for more, but all came to a halt when the love of his life hit the ice after a definitely dirty hit by his former teammate Comeau.
Get up, Shane pleaded in his head. Get your ass up. Be okay, please Ilya. He tried to make a noise—any noise—but he couldn't. Nothing would come out of his mouth. His eyes were focused on Ilya. The fourteen seconds of him being unconscious feeling like hours.
Shane tried to move towards Ilya, help him when he eventually regained consciousness, but his feet didn't oblige. His limps were frozen in place, just like the words in his mouth.
He watched as Bood rushed in to give Ilya his support. Ilya winced and grimaced when Bood tried to stabilise his stance. Shane obviously hated seeing his boyfriend hurt—it made his heart fucking ache—but it was somewhat calming to him that Ilya was able to get up basically on his own in the first place.
As soon as Ilya and Bood got off the ice, the medics took over, rushing Ilya away for examination.
The entire ordeal took less than a minute. From the second Ilya got hit, to him getting off the ice. But it felt like forever and he couldn't do anything. Shane just stood there and watched it all happen. He was mad at himself, but was also worried what his reaction might have been, if he had made it to Ilya while he was still on the ice. His reaction to the hit alone, probably would've given away everything. Their secret would've been revealed, after spending so much time in hiding.
He couldn't even confront Comeau. While he figured one of his teammates would defend their captain's honor and start a fight with the aggressor, neither of them actually had to do anything.
Because Hayden was faster. Like back in the day when Shane got knocked out by Marlow a few years ago, Hayden was the first to start a fight. Like the loyal friend that he is.
Though, Hayden would never admit that he's Ilya Rozanov's friend, at least not out loud.
Shane didn't pay attention to the brawl that broke out, all he cared about was checking on Ilya.
Ignoring every word that was directed his way—by either his coach, his teammates, or Hayden— and also every concerned look from basically everyone in the arena, Shane followed the medics. For his own state of mind he needed to see Ilya. Right now.
Luckily for Shane, he knew this arena better than his own home, so finding Ilya was not difficult at all. Though, the loud russian cursing, echoing through the hallways, was also a good indicator on where he was.
"Shane!" He came to a halt when he heard Jackie's voice. "I was just about to get you," she pulled him into a quick hug. "Ilya asked for you."
He can talk. Good. Shane let out a relieved sigh. "He's okay then?"
"More okay than I thought he would be, if I'm honest," Jackie laughed nervously. "He has a mild concussion and a dislocated shoulder. And for a professional hockey player, he's surprisingly whiny when it comes to injuries."
"That may just be an Ilya Rozanov thing. He always says he's too pretty to get injured," Shane joked, surprised at himself that he was in the state of mind for jokes. 
"I didn't expect you to be in the mood for jokes after all of that, but shows what I know," Jackie returned with a chuckle, before opening the door for him. "Take care of your boy, darling."
"Любимый," Ilya greeted him, his speech sluggish. The medics probably gave him some rather strong medication for the pain. "Ты такой красивый, come here. Let me see you, мой красивый парень," Shane should be more worried about anyone seeing them together, but right now, he couldn't care less about that.
Ilya reached out to him with grabby hands, wishing him to come closer.
"Are you okay?" Shane asked carefully, as he took Ilya's hand. Gently circling the back with his thumb.
"Да. Never better," He leaned back with a loud, dramatic sigh. He's definitely high on pain meds, Shane thought.
"That may be the pain killers talking right now. The hit looked bad."
"Aww. Ты за меня волновался?"
"Of course, I was worried about you. I still am."
"Sorry for worrying you, солнце. Will not do it again," Ilya swore with a giggle.
"That fucker Comeau should be the one apologizing," But he won't. He never apologizes for anything. "I don't know if I can continue with the game after this."
"And give the Voyageurs the satisfaction that you give up? Just like that? Absolutely not."
"What?" Shane tilted his head.
"You, мой веснушчатый красавец, will go back out there and finish the game. I command it. As your captain," Shane nodded, gently caressing Ilya's cheek. "If you do not go finish game, you will never get the closure that you need."
"There will be more games against them." Too many probably.
"Yes, unfortunately that is true. But," he emphasized, "there is only one first game against your former team. One chance. You cannot run away from it. Like when I returned to Russia for my father's funeral. I knew that I would never return after that. One last chance to tell my brother to go fuck himself," Whatever painkillers they must've given Ilya, they were making him more wise than he already was, Shane thought.
"I don't think that you can compare these two situations, though?"
"Of course, I can. I can do everything," Ilya tried flexing his biceps, but immediately regretted that decision, as he groaned in pain. "And you", he turned back to Shane, "can do everything too. Especially fuck up the Voyageurs. Make them regret that they ever stepped a foot on the ice today. And you do not need me for that."
"I don't know if I can, Ilya. It would be much easier if you were there, I think."
"Defend my honour, милый," Ilya squeezed his hand, before pressing a kiss on it. "You do not need a man to emotionally support you through this. You are strong and brave enough on your own. Do not doubt yourself, любимый."
"Okay, you're right. I can do this," while he actually wasn't too sure if he really could, he knew that Ilya wouldn't stop trying to encourage him until he does. And after sharing a quick kiss with Ilya, he returned to his team to play the last period of the game.
~~~~
Intermission was over, the game was set to continue any second now. And despite promising Ilya that he would return to the ice and finish the game, he did so heavy heartedly. After playing with his boyfriend on the same team for a few months, he didn't like the idea of doing it alone, without Ilya by his side.
He had to though, he told Ilya that he would. That he could do this.
Hockey may have been his first love for the longest time, the reaction that his mind and body had to Ilya getting hurt, proved something else.
He still loved hockey.
However, by now it seemed like he loves Ilya Rozanov just a little bit more.
But before he could think about Ilya more, he had to get his head back into the game.
"Hollander, you're up for the face off," Coach Wiebe told Shane, who nodded in response. Knowing that it didn't really make sense for him to do it, but he simply chose not to question his Coach's decision and just go with it.
"Do you think that's a good idea, Coach?" Shane heard a faint whisper from Bood. "He's probably like one badly timed chirp away from completely crashing out."
Fair point of concern, definitely true. But to the matter Coach Wiebe only answered with a laughed "I know. He's earned it, don't you think?" and shrugged.
----
"Look who finally decided to show up," Comeau came up to Shane. Of course he had to see him for the face off. Shane tried his hardest to ignore Comeau's antics, but unfortunately he has always been able to get under Shane's skin. He only had to proddle hard enough. Which was definitely his plan. "I was worried that I wouldn't get the chance."
"What? Did you miss me?"
"Pah," he spat. "Of course not. Just thought you lost your edge, now that you're getting dictated around by that russian asshole."
"So you've been thinking about me?" Shane asked with a teasing tone in his voice, purposefully trying to rile Comeau up now. Two can play that fucking game, asshole. "Sorry, I didn't even spare you a single thought."
"Who gives a shit about that. What's more interesting is your reaction to when I knocked out Rozanov. You looked like a little damsel in distress. He your fucking boyfriend or something?" The word boyfriend sounded like a slur coming out of his mouth, and it was definitely also meant that way. Shane ignored it.
"Not so talkative suddenly? It's true then?" Shane didn't answer again. He just wanted the game to be done. "Interesting. You're getting fucked by that asshole?"
"So interested in my sex life... Sad you never got a chance with me or what?" Shane spat back, staying quiet suddenly got too difficult.
"I was just thinking that Russia's authorities probably wouldn't be too happy about it, if they knew. Maybe I should start a rumor," Comeau teased, thinking that he'd get Shane to beg. Beg him to not say anything, in the most non-confrontational way possible.
But Shane had another plan, and nothing to lose anymore at this point.
Without wasting too many thoughts—or any, really—Shane instantly dropped his gloves.
Before Comeau could even realize what was happening, he got hit by a right hook that send him crashing into the ice, a loud crunching sound echoing through the arena.
Shane tolerated a lot of things, especially shit that was said about him on the ice. But if someone were to say something bad about Ilya? That was a different story.
Comeau chose to fuck around and now found out why he shouldn't have messed with Shane.
"Not so tough now, are we?" Shane asked his opponent, picking him up by the collar of his jersey. His expression blank. "Flap your fucking mouth about Rozanov again and a broken jaw will be your smallest issue."





  
    Chapter End Notes

    russian translations:

Любимый - Darling
Ты такой красивый - You are so beautiful
мой красивый парень - my handsome / beautiful boyfriend
Да - Yes
Ты за меня волновался? - were you worried about me?
солнце - sun
мой веснушчатый красавец - my freckled beauty
милый - darling
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      back to the normal program heheheheheh

it's so funny how i orignally planned for this fic to be like 5 chapters max. well..... we'll see how long i'll continue with my shenanigans hehe

if you find any mistakes, please let me know <3

enjoy <3
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Lisa
Harris
It's been 2 weeks now
Can I PLEASE say what I've been holding in??
I think I may actually EXPLODE if I don't get to crash out about this soon
Harris
Dramatic much
And I don't know if that's anatomically possible?
But what do I know? You're the doctor lol
And honestly, it depends...
What is this about?
Lisa
The game against Montreal
Obviously
Harris
Yes, obviously...
But what about the game exactly??
Lisa
Does it matter??
Harris
It might??
Lisa
Okay fine.
Shane fighting that asshole Comeau
I NEED to talk about it
Harris
Oh, yeah. That happened.
I don't know if that's a good idea, Lisa
And I'm not just saying that to rain on your parade
Selena
Harris, the media calmed down a bit
As you predicted
Let the woman speak
Because if we don't let her talk about this, she'll probably never shut up
Lisa
Thank you, Selena
I will NOT let myself get silenced by a man any longer
Cassie
Speak your truth, babe
Caitlin
Fuck Harris and his opinion 😚
(I'm sorry Harris, we love you very much ❤️)
Harris
I don't really feel appreciated here
But fine, whatever
Go ahead Lisa
Do whatever you want, I guess
Lisa
Not that I need your permission or anything Harris, as I am an independent woman, but thank you 👀
Okay
@Lily I'm very sorry for what I'm about to say
But also not
HOLY FUCK YOUR MAN IS SO HOT
HE CAN HIT ME LIKE THAT AND I'D THANK HIM
Caitlin
So real
Because same, actually
Selena
Though he would never hit you
He's too nice for that
Cassie
His parents raised him well
Respectful, Golden Boy of Canada
Caitlin
Canada's Golden Boy who broke a man's jaw with one punch
Like the hot bastard that he is
Cassie
Surprisingly his previous image still remains unchanged
I don't think I've ever seen that much support for a player after a fight
Him fighting was hotter than it should've been
Lisa
HOTTER THAN IT SHOULD'VE BEEN???
Stop lying to yourself, Cassie
There's a reason he's been voted the hottest player in the NHL for the third year in a row now 😛
And the people on the Internet outside of the Hockey bubble also finally agree
As they should
well hello there ladies and harris
i have returned to see a lot of dirty talk about my shane
i love it
a truly beautiful sight for my very tired eyes
Selena
Hey Lily!! ❤️
It's been a while, are you okay?
i am ok
sorry for not talking to you in the past 2 weeks
i broke my phone and my love refused to buy me new one
i got betrayed by my sugar daddy 😔
Jackie
Aren't you rich yourself?
Buy your own?
ah hello lady pike, i see you are in the wags chat too now
buying a new phone myself after my old one broke defeats the purpose of dating a rich hockey player, no?
am joking of course
but princess treatment is nice, is it not?
Selena
Oh, for sure
I'm mad at him on your behalf
thank you дорогая ❤️
Lisa
LILY HELLO
GOOD TO SEE YOU AGAIN
I HAVE A QUESTION FOR YOU
stop yelling at me and then ask your question
Lisa
Okay.
Boring, but whatever
Can you share your man with me please??
no ❤️
he is all mine 
and i do not like to share
Lisa
Come on... I said PLEASE 😭
So greedy
And for what??? 😭
Jackie
Aren't you married? 😂
Lisa
Happily, thanks for asking
But Wyatt can watch for all I care
Or join in
Fine either way
Jackie
Okay, okay I see you 👀
(I'm expecting video proof)
Lisa
(You got it 😛)
when is the last time your husband fucked you?
just asking out of curiosity
Lisa
Okay, damn
Can't even simp for a man in peace without being called out
I see how it is 😔
Cassie
Married to a hot goalie and still barking at another woman's tree
No class
Lisa
Yes
And I'm not ashamed
And for the record
Wyatt also said Shane's hot
We do everything together
Even thirst over hot men ❤️
Selena
Love that for you two ❤️
yes, yes
my shane was very attractive when he was fighting that horrible and disgusting man
he got many rewards from me for it, i promise ❤️
Lisa
I hope you know how lucky you are 😭
i do ❤️
is something i will never take for granted
and i am reminded of how lucky i am everytime i look at him
and his beautiful freckles, of course ❤️

----
Jane 😛💦💕

I think I want to leave the WAGs chat
For real this time
why?
It feels weird to be there when they talk about me like that
They've really never done that before
suddenly a prude?
really jane?
It's not about being a prude, asshole
I just feel like I'm eavesdropping 
Hearing something I shouldn't hear
And honestly, I just feel really weird about it
they do not know they are talking to you
do not know you are there
But I do
And you do
And Jackie, too
it did not bother you before
Because it never really happened like this before?
And before, Lisa didn't talk about cucking her husband
And also wanting me to fucking hit her??
she does not actually mean that
it was just fun talk
about how attractive you are
which is also my favorite thing to talk about
my beautiful handsome partner
It's still odd to me
I'm probably overthinking things
As always
Sorry
no jane, do not say sorry
because i should say it instead
i am sorry любимый
dirty talk about you makes you uncomfortable
i should not have encouraged it by taking part in it
so we will leave the chat?
You don't have to leave
I know how much you like them
I like them too, but with all the media attention and so on
I just don't need more of that right now
I guess, I know it's all in good fun, but it's still stressing me out
i understand
do not worry my love ❤️
what do you want to tell them?
why you are leaving?
Oh.
I haven't thought of that
maybe you say you broke up with me
or that we are going through a rough patch
that i was too annoying after my injury or something
But you're not annoying
I love taking care of you
When you let me, I mean
i know that
i love it, too
you are my very handsome nurse
and while i would prefer if you also wore a sexy nurse outfit, i know that i cannot have it all
but the lovely ladies and harris in the wags chat do not know that
maybe we do not say that we are broken up
maybe jane just needs space for now
I don't want to seem like some asshole abandoning their hurt partner though
i will make sure none of them think that
if you are really ok with me staying in the chat, of course
Yes, you can stay
So many unhinged things have been said in there already
You staying won't make it worse
As long as you don't out us
i would rather take another hit from that bastard comeau before doing that
Okay...
Should I say something before I leave?
I really don't want them to try and convince me to stay
just leave it
i will explain for you
as your best friend in the chat
Thank you
Я тебя люблю
See you in a bit ❤️
i love you too
cannot wait for you to finally get here ❤️

----
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Jane (Ilya) has left the chat.
Cassie
OMG what??
Caitlin
That came out of nowhere??
Lisa
HUH??
Harris
What??
Selena
Is everything okay??
yes
everything is fine
darling jane and roz are going through a rough patch right now
she needs some space
and she asked to not be contacted for the time being ❤️
Selena
Oh no, poor Jane...
Send her our love please ❤️
of course, i will do that ❤️

----
?????

Chouinard
GUYS
Roz's "girlfriend" left the WAGs chat
Selena just told me
Apparently "her" and Roz are basically broken up??
What??
Hollzy and Roz broke up??
Hazy
HE WAS IN THAT CHAT???
Chouinard
Yes??
You were the one to make fun of me for not getting it at first??
Roz is in it too
But the girls don't know it's them
Hazy
Oh yeah...
Fuck.
This is really embarrassing
Dykstra
Oh God, why?
Hazy
Lisa may have been simping for Hollzy...
And told them I was, too 🧍🏻‍♂️
Barrett
Anything you want to tell us Hazy?
Hazy
NOT LIKE THAT 
Chouinard
Selena showed me what they talked about before
And Lily / Roz was taking part in that conversation
Think that's why they broke up??
Could be
It definitely makes sense
Should we do something??
Barrett
I feel like getting involved would only make things more awkward for them
True
But they are so perfect for each other
I overheard them talking during the intermission at the game in Montreal
Roz is absolutely obsessed with that man
Don't want to imagine how broken he is right now
Hazy
Maybe we should go check on him?
Be good friends and all
We can tell him that we heard about his girl leaving the WAGs chat
He doesn't have to know that we know about him and Hollzy
Dykstra
Good idea
Chouinard
I agree
Let's meet at his house then
You all have the address?
Hazy
👍
Barrett
👍
Dykstra
👍
Chouinard
👍
Alright, see you there 👍






  
    Chapter End Notes

    is now a good time to mention that i really love silly little misunderstandings like that?

russian translations:

дорогая - sweetheart
любимый - darling
Я тебя люблю - I love you
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      yipppeeee more shenanigans 😚

i'm honestly having so much fun writing this fic and all the kind words, kudos etc are so fricking encouraging. thank you SO SO MUCH!!!
love you all lots, hope you enjoy this update 🩷
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  Jackie Pike



Hey Shane ❤️

I'm gonna make an assumption here and say that you and Ilya aren't actually taking a break

We're not

Okay, that's good. I'm glad to hear that you two are alright ❤️

But why did you leave the chat if it wasn't because of that?

I know that I'm definitely overreacting, but I didn't really like how you all talked about me in the chat

It was all meant as fun, but it wasn't really that for me

And if "Jane" said something about it, I probably would've been called a prude or something. I don't know

I can't even explain why I didn't like it

They thirsted over me before

But right now, I just need a break from all of that

From the chat, I mean

Not Ilya, of course

I don't think you're overreacting at all

You're uncomfortable and don't know how to address it, since no one but me and Ilya know that you're actually you

I'm so sorry for partaking, honey ❤️

I should've known that you're not comfortable with it...

It's okay, but thank you for apologizing.

I feel so stupid for being so bothered by this, though

Are the others saying anything about it?

They're just hoping Jane's okay

So, I'll be the one to ask "her"

Are you okay, honey?

I know the past weeks have been a lot for you...

And the talk just now probably didn't make it better

I'm fine

Shane...

I mean it, really

A little overwhelmed by everything, but overall fine

Okay, I believe you.

That's good, I'm happy to hear that ❤️

If you should need anything, text me anytime ❤️

Please focus on the move first, before you worry about me

But if it should be something urgent, I will

Thank you, Jackie

❤️❤️❤️

There's another thing, though

That's even more important right now, actually

What is it?

Cassie texted me privately

She said that the guys are on their way to Ilya's house

What??

Why??

Apparently they already heard that Jane and Ilya are having relationship issues and want to check on him

Because they think he was broken up with

Or well, is going through a rough patch with his long term girlfriend right now

They want to make sure he's okay

Oh.

We should've seen that coming.

Yes, and no.

Because honestly, I'm used to a little more WAG chat secrecy from the Montreal WAGs

I didn't expect them to immediately tell their men about this

But anyway, in case you're at his house, it may be a good time to get dressed

Not that someone walks in on you

... Again.

I'm still very sorry about that.

Considering that it definitely wasn't a one time thing

I don't think you're actually sorry

...

Anyway

Thank you for the warning

And for not thinking I'm stupid

I appreciate it.

You don't really have to thank me for that second part

Because you aren't stupid, or overreacting. I swear

I'm always here to silence your loud brain, if needed ❤️

But you're welcome anyway, sweetie ❤️

----
"The guys are on their way here," Shane passed on the message from Jackie to his boyfriend, who was currently resting after his first physical therapy appointment. "They want to check on you. Because of the break up," he put the term 'break up' in air quotes.
"I feel like, we should have seen that coming," Ilya sighed and got up from the sofa to join Shane in the kitchen. "They are so- uh... Заботливые."
"Caring." Shane filled in the gap for Ilya.
"Да, thank you. Caring. Very much so."
"It's nice," Shane simply said. "Isn't it?" To which Ilya nodded while gently caressing Shane's hand, seemingly lost in thought. Probably already plotting how they will explain Shane being in his house before anyone else is while wearing his clothes.
"I should leave before they get here," he said quietly, dropping Ilya's hand who then looked at him like a kicked puppy. "They know we're friends, but I just know if they ask me a single question. Like, why I'm here in the first place. I'll probably immediately crack and tell them everything," Shane averted his eyes, avoiding Ilya's. "I'm not ready to tell them everything."
"That is okay. I will show our overbearing teammates that I am fine, so they leave quickly and you can come back."
"They probably won't believe you," Shane started to grab all of the things that were very obviously his to take with him or at least hide. "I think you should at least pretend to be a little upset. To make it seem more genuine."
"I can do that," Ilya nodded in support of the idea. "How upset should I pretend to be? Sad music upset or crying upset?"
"I think sad music would be okay for now. But don't overdo it," Shane said and Ilya immediately started scrolling through his favorite songs to create the perfect sad playlist.
"I never overdo anything. Always appropriate levels of drama or reaction."
"Of course," Shane smiled, yet somewhat sarcastic. He was almost certain that Ilya was probably about to play the most depressing break up song that he could possibly find in his playlist, once the guys got there. "Text me when they're gone and I'll come back."
The pair quickly exchanged a kiss, before Shane snuck out through the backdoor to access the garage and get into his car. Ilya watched him drive off.
~~~~
Like clockwork, Ilya's teammates were standing on his doorstep; merely two minutes after Shane drove off. Bood held up a bag of Ilya's favorite fast food place. Shane would be absolutely furious with him, if he was here. But he wasn't here right now; which meant that Ilya had to destroy the evidence before he got back.
He tried to get rid of them by the door, but they refused to leave. Ilya had no other option than inviting them in. He hoped that he could keep the charade up.
"Is Hollzy not here?" Hayes asked and Ilya raised an eyebrow. That reaction making his teammate frantic. "I just mean that you're friends. I thought he'd be here too. No other implication there," He laughed nervously.
"Hollander and I are..." he paused unintentionally, "friends, yes. But that does not mean he has to be here coddling me every hour of the day, does it?"
"Right, sorry." It felt like not his brightest moment to even mention Shane right now. Everyone thought so, Ilya probably too.
A short moment of silence followed, to be interrupted by Ilya turning the sad music back on that he had handpicked for this situation.
"You sure that you're okay, Roz?" Bood asked this time. He immediately recognized the song Ilya had put on, as soon as the first note played. Notoriously one of the most sad songs he had ever heard.
Ilya nodded. "I am ok, but there is no point in listening to happy music right now. Feels condescending," he opened the fridge to grab a bottle of water. The guys spotted the brand new case of Shane's favorite ginger ale, exchanging panicked glances. He probably bought it for Shane before they broke up. They all had the same thought.
"I am okay. I lost a great girl, the perfect girl. But I will survive this. Maybe we will work it out, maybe not," was he overdoing it? Definitely. He tried to make his sadness seem as realistic as possible, but also wanted to have his fun with the situation. He knew the truth after all. As soon as the guys leave, his Shane would come back and spend the night with him. Like every night.
After a moment of uncomfortable silence, he let out an overdramatic sigh and turned to his teammates, "I would actually prefer if you leave. I want to be alone right now. Thank you for coming over and for the food. I appreciate your worries very much," Ilya obviously wanted to get rid of them as quickly as possible.
"Of course," Hayes and the other guys nodded. "Text us if you should need anything though. We're all here for you."
They said their goodbyes and when Ilya closed the door, he could barely contain his laughter. They believed him, really believed him.
A little too much, as it turned out.
----
?????



Hazy

Okay so...

I looked up the song that Roz was listening to when we were there

The lyrics specifically

They're sad as FUCK

Definitely not an optimistic "we might work things out" song

Yeah, I know that song

It's Cassie's favorite song, actually

But God, is it depressing

Chouinard

What do you mean?

Hazy

I spotted the song name on his phone after he turned it on and "loml" doesn't stand for what you think it would

The "loml" in question doesn't stand for love of my life

But loss of my life

Barrett

And that's your wife's favorite song?

Yup

Love my wife so much

She has such a bubbly personality, but her music taste sure is depressing as fuck

Not judging of course, because it's still better than Evan's music taste

Dykstra

HEY???

Chouinard

Okay damn 😃

It's real then?

They're really broken up?

Dykstra

Sounds like it

Maybe they just said they're taking a break to keep people from asking questions

Or something

I honestly can't read them on this

Either way

We have to do something

Barrett

Do we, though?

I feel like we shouldn't get involved in their private affairs...

Dykstra

You say that about everything and still participate

Make up your mind, Troy...

Barrett

...

I participate because I don't want to be left out

That doesn't change my standpoint on this, though

Well, we want to help them

Right?

Hazy

Absolutely

Dykstra

100%

Chouinard

Yup

Trying can't hurt

Okay Troy

In or out?

Make your choice now

Barrett

I don't like being put on the spot like this

But fine

I'm in

But don't make me regret that decision, please

Everything will be fineeeee

Zane Boodram changed the group name to "MISSION: GET HOLLZY AND ROZ BACK TOGETHER"

Barrett

Because that group name isn't obvious as fuck.

I'm already regretting my decision.

Other suggestions, genius? 🙄

Dykstra

Maybe we should pick a different name to make it less obvious

Like a ship name

Chouinard

What do boats have to do with this now??

Hazy

Ship as in relationship

Please go with the times, Nick

Chouinard

Ohhhh

You mean like a combination of their names?

Shilya then?

Hazy

I was thinking Hollanov

Hollanov?

That sounds like it's already a thing

Hazy

Because it is

That's what people online use

They have A LOT of people shipping them

Even our very own Luca Haas has a tumblr where he ships them

If they only knew what we know lol

Barrett

But isn't that too obvious? 

When they take our phones, we're cooked

Hazy

That's not gonna happen

You worry too much, Troy

Barrett

I worry a totally normal amount...

I like Hollanov

Let's go with that

Barrett

Fine.

Maybe lose the caps, though

If you hate me just say so

But fine, whatever

Zane Boodram changed the group name to "Mission: get Hollanov back together"

Good?

Barrett

Good enough, I guess

Dykstra

Well aren't you just a ray of sunshine

Barrett

Fuck off Evan

Chouinard

What are we going to do though?

Lock them in a room together until they talk things out?

Dykstra

That sounds pretty good actually

Chouinard

I WAS JOKING






  
    Chapter End Notes

    i love these idiots so much it's actutally not funny anymore

on a sidenote: i was thinking about maybe writing a one shot spin-off thing for this fic centered around ilya while he's benched because of his injury 👀👀 (crack ofc)

let me know if you'd be interested in that 👀
 

russian translations:

Заботливые - caring
Да - yes
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      there'll be more content of the wags soon, i promise 🫢
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  Cens 🏒💪🥅

Bood
Gentlemen
Listen up
Haasy
Sounding an awful lot like Roz right now
Bood
I mean while he's gone, I'm your new captain 😚
It felt appropriate to channel my inner Roz for the announcement
i will return as your captain soon
stronger than ever
i am not dead
Hollzy
Yet...
????
Hollzy
What's the announcement, Bood?
Bood
😃
Ignoring that banter, I guess
We have a new member joining us
Contract is signed and all
His family already moved here
And since his wife is already in the WAGs chat, it only feels appropriate to add him here, too
a new player??
who??
Chouinard
You don't know yet?
no??
no one told me
boody who is it??
Hazy
This will be great
Bood
Well...
Zane Boodram added Hayden Pike to the chat.
NO
absolutely NOT
Ilya Rozanov removed Hayden Pike from the chat.
Zane Boodram added Hayden Pike to the chat.
Ilya Rozanov removed Hayden Pike from the chat.
Zane Boodram added Hayden Pike to the chat.
Ilya Rozanov removed Hayden Pike from the chat.
Zane Boodram added Hayden Pike to the chat.
Ilya Rozanov removed Hayden Pike from the chat.
Hazy
What the fuck, Roz?? 😭
Zane Boodram added Hayden Pike to the chat.
Ilya Rozanov removed Hayden Pike from the chat.
Zane Boodram added Hayden Pike to the chat.
Ilya Rozanov removed Hayden Pike from the chat.
Zane Boodram added Hayden Pike to the chat.
Ilya Rozanov removed Hayden Pike from the chat.
Bood
DUDE
Knock it off
no
pike will not be a part of my team
i refuse
Hollzy
Ilya.
...
fine
Bood
Alright, let's try this again
Zane Boodram added Hayden Pike to the chat.
Pike
Well, hello everyone
That was an interesting start
But I can already tell that Rozanov is VERY excited about me being here now
just kill me
strike me down
Pike
I would actually love to, Rozanov
But if I were to do that, some people here would be very upset
So you'll just have to live with it, I guess
i am not happy
what could i have possibly done wrong in my life to deserve a punishment this horrible??
Pike
Stop being a baby, my God
fuck you pike
Pike
Fuck you too, Rozanov.
Hazy
This is so fun already
Pike, we should've added you sooner
Haasy
Wait Cap, don't you have a girl in the WAGs chat?
Even I knew that Pike's wife told them about him being traded here
And I don't have a partner in that chat
no
i mean i had a girl in there
she did not tell me about this though
i do not know why

----
Jane 😛💦💕

I know that you're just trolling, but since I can't say any of this in the team's group chat, I'm texting you here
Because for the record
I told you multiple times
For example right after I found out, which was pretty much immediately after the Montreal game
I also told you that I will help them move
And you insisted on driving with me to Montreal to help, too
All you did was stand in the way and complain that your shoulder hurts when you tried to lift something I told you not to lift
And then you paid for dinner at your favorite Russian restaurant for all of us when we got back to Ottawa
All of us INCLUDING Hayden, in case you need extra clarification
Remember?
i do not remember that
you are a horrible liar
making up stories
i cannot believe you would do this to me
my darling jane lying to me without feeling bad about it
Lily.
Oh, I actually forgot to mention something
Did you already forget that Jackie is in the WAGs chat now, too?
You literally acknowledged her
Did you think she was just there for fun?
ok maybe i remember
i wanted to repress this memory, but you just had to remind me
does not mean i have to like it, though :(
i will also not be nice to him
you cannot force me
Ilya Grigoryevich Rozanov.
Be nice or I will reinstate the sex ban.

----
Cens 🏒💪🥅

i will accept pike as a player of the centaurs.
it is good to have you.
i did not mean to be rude.
Dykstra
Dude wtf
Is someone holding a fucking gun to your head?? 😂
no
also evan
tell caitlin not to be jealous when i spend more time with jackie than with her now
Dykstra
I will kill you in your sleep.
Pike
Aggressive, I like it
I think
This will be great
But Rozanov
what
Pike
Don't actually be nice to me
It freaks me out even more
It was already weird enough when you texted me before the Montreal game
Hollzy
Wait what?
Why did he text you before the game?
Pike
Oh, uh
Don't worry about it, man
Hollzy
???
Pike
Moving on 😀
i will kill you, pike
you are freak of nature
Hazy
I don't know what's weirder
The interactions between you two
Or finding our your parents are active sexters
Bood
Hazy.
Love you so much, bud
But what the actual FUCK is that comparison???
Hazy
What?
Barrett
Why does your spectrum of weirdness include parents sexting??
Hazy
???
Because that's a weird thing to me??
And finding out about it would be even worse
Dykstra
If that's one of your first thoughts whenever something weird happens, I'd recommend therapy
Something's seriously wrong with you
Hazy
RUDE
Chouinard
No but seriously, why would you even think of that??
Hazy
Because it's fucking weird??
So, no one has the fear of finding out their parents sext??
Just me??
Bood
Pretty much, yeah
Chouinard
Yes??
Dykstra
Absolutely
Because normal people wouldn't even want to think about that being a possibility??
Haasy
I don't even know if my parents know what sexting is
And I also don't know if I could explain it to them if they'd ask me
Without wanting to die on the spot, that is
Hollzy
I'd like to just not think of that, if I'm honest
Hazy
Alright.
I'm the weird one
Got it
you are always the weird one, hazy
goalies are just "special" like that
and i also do not have a fear of that
my parents are both dead
Hazy
Oh, yeah 😃
I'm sorry Roz
Pike
The day I join the chat you're talking about parents sexting
I feel very welcomed?
not everything is about you pike
leave if you do not like it
or even better
do all of us a favor
and retire
you and scott hunter both, actually
Pike
Sorry, man
You're not getting rid of me any time soon
lucky me.
Hollzy
Rozanov, be nice.
He's my best friend.
make pike less annoying then
he will be easier to be nice to, then
Hollzy
Ilya.
Imagine I would talk to Marlow the way you talk to Hayden. Would you like that?
obviously not
Hollzy
See?
...
ok
fine
i will try to be nice
Bood
Should we leave orrrrr...?
Hollzy
Fuck off Bood
that kind of language is not very polite canadian of you, hollander
Hollzy
Go fuck yourself, Rozanov
ok

----
Jane 😛💦💕

pin me against a wall while you are at it 😛
you are so hot when you are pissed off 🫣
Fuck off.
fuck me* ❤️
...
Come upstairs.
🏃🏼‍♀️💨

----
Mission: get Hollanov back together

Dykstra
Even when they're broken up
Hollzy still walks Roz like a dog
Hazy
He's got Roz wrapped around his little finger
I looked back at some of their past interactions
We were fucking BLIND
Not much really changed, though?
Barrett
You mean, we can never tell if they're fighting or flirting?
Great
Doesn't make things easier for us, does it?
Chouinard
Probably not
Do we know if they broke up before?
They definitely have
Because didn't Hollzy briefly date Rose Landry in 2016?
Hazy
Yes, he did
Because of course he did.
Collecting ALL the hotties...
Barrett
I detect a hint of jealousy, Hazy 👀
Hazy
Shut up, Troy
I just wonder how Roz handled it back then
Probably not well either
Barrett
Might be worse now
They see each other every day
Back then they at least have the benefit of living in different countries
Dykstra
But I would also like to know how he handled things back then
Because according to Roz, he and "Jane" have been "something" for a fucking decade
Chouinard
Whatever "something" means in this context...
Hazy
You really need to learn how to read between the lines
I can give you a crash course if you'd like?
Chouinard
??????
Hazy
They've been casual for a decade and became exclusive later
Chouinard
How the fuck are you getting that from this indication??
Hazy
I just get him
And I know how situationships work
Which can't be said about you
Chouinard
Okay, Mr. I-married-my-first-girlfriend-ever 🙄
Hazy
You're just jealous
Guys
Hazy
Yeah, yeah.
Chouinard
Sorry
Dykstra
Do you think someone from Roz's old team maybe knows something that could help us?
Probably
And I'm already one step ahead of you
Hazy
What do you mean?
I didn't just steal "Jane's" number from Roz's phone
Because I had the feeling it could come in handy one day
One sec
Zane Boodram changed the group name to "inconspicuous group name"
Zane Boodram added Cliff Marlow to the chat.
Marlow
Oh God
What is this






  
    Chapter End Notes

    DADDY'S HOME 😛😛😛😛😛😛😛😛
this entire misunderstanding / miscommunication arc is just here so i can introduce MY MAN 😛😛😛
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      i was very happy to see that so many of you were just as excited as me to see daddy marley. i felt very vindicated. he's the loml
together with hayden ofc
silly boys i need them to kiss- WHO SAID THAT


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  

Support group for Hollanov survivors




So, funny story

I was just added to a secret Centaurs group chat


Hayden

There is a secret group chat???

And they added YOU before they added me???


Apparently so


Hayden

What kind of fuckery is this??

You're not even on this team??

What fucking bullshit


Svetlana

Calm down princess ❤️

It is not that deep


Hayden

I thought I told you that I don't like it when you call me princess


Svetlana

You did

But I do not care

You throw a fit like a little bitch boy

I can also call you that if you prefer


Hayden

No thanks :(


You two done with the banter?


Hayden

I guess


Svetlana

Yes

What is the secret group chat about?


They're plotting something, I think

Asking me questions about Ilya

For some reason they think that he and "Jane" broke up

Which I know for a fact they didn't

Because Ilya just texted me how pretty Shane looks when he sucks his dick

And no, I didn't ask him for that update


Svetlana

Typical Ilyusha...


Hayden

Dude

I really didn't need to know that


You think I wanted to hear about any of that??

But anyway

They asked me how he handled things last time he "broke up" with Jane

Probably referring to 2016 Rosegate but I honestly don't really know


Rose

"2016 Rosegate"??? 😭

That's what we're calling it now??


Hayden

Feels very accurate for what the situation was like


Rose

Listen, It's really not my fault that he ran away from his year long situationship with his rival to date me

I never asked to be caught in the crossfire

I was just happy that a cute guy like Shane wanted to be my boyfriend 😭😭

Am I not already punished enough that the only guy I actually ever truly bonded with, ended up being gay?? 😭


Hayden

"Ended up being gay"

Oh, you mean like every other boyfriend you've ever had?


Rose

Go fuck yourself Pike

One more word and I will steal your wife

That will be easy, she loves me

Probably more than she loves you


Hayden

Stop saying that???


Rose

Never

Your wife is hot


Svetlana

Too hot for you princess


Hayden

Wow

Feeling the love


Anyway

They're asking me to relive my nightmares

Putting me on the spot by adding me to their chat out of the blue

I don't really want to talk about it

IT WAS VERY TRAUMATIC 💔


Svetlana

Silly boy

So dramatic for no reason


Rose

Yeah, you had to work out more and deal with Ilya's temper tantrums

So what?


You don't know what it was like


Svetlana

Oh really?

I do not know what it was like?

You can be lucky you are quite handsome

Because you are definitely not smart


???


Svetlana

Are you really trying to tell me I do not know what my best friend was like when he went through his worst, and partially self inflicted, heartbreak of his life?

Really?


Rose

And in case you forgot

I dated Shane

Which you definitely didn't forget about, because you just referred to it as fucking "Rosegate" and I just mentioned it

Basically the entire time we were together, I got harassed by multiple random Shane Hollander fan accounts that I'm 99% sure were all Ilya


I mean, yeah

But I'm still pretty sure that he didn't fucking punch either of you in the face for just asking if he wanted to hang out 😭

It was a rough fucking time


Rose

Oh wow

Yeah okay, point for you

Getting bullied on Twitter is not as bad compared to that...


Svetlana

Hm, I agree with Rose


Thank you


Rose

But you're still kinda stupid

Generally speaking


Yeah, I know...


Rose

All meant with love, of course ❤️

Anyway, do you think the Cens know the secret?

The big Shane and Ilya secret?


I think they know

But they keep referring to Shane as "Jane"

Still don't really know what the entire situation has to do with me and Roz's behavior in 2016 or why they think they broke up in the first place, though?

Feels a little far-fetched to compare these two situations, if you ask me


Hayden

It actually kinda makes sense that they'd compare these situations

If you look at the limited information that they have


What do you mean?


Hayden

A while ago, Shane and Rozanov were added to the Centaurs WAGs group chat as Jane and Lily


Rose

That's hilarious

I will tease them with this forever


Hayden

But then Shane / Jane left the chat like 2 weeks after the Montreal game where Rozanov got hurt

And Rozanov / Lily told the WAGs that "Jane" and Rozanov are currently on a break and "she" needs some space

Jackie was a little annoyed when she told me about the "lack of WAG chat secrecy", because apparently the WAGs immediately told their husbands about "Jane" and Rozanov's break up

The guys probably made their plan based on that


Oh

Interesting

Do we know why Shane left the WAGs chat?


Hayden

Jackie didn't say


Hmm


Svetlana

Do you already have a plan, Cliff?


Kinda

They probably don't know that I know the truth about their relationship

Or are at least unsure about it and don't want to say anything in case I don't

So they're dancing around the topic

It's absolutely hilarious to me


Rose

You will act dumb, won't you?


Svetlana

He won't have to act much


Rose

True


Rude

But yes

I will let them believe that I don't know anything about who "Jane" really is

Just to see them spiral


Hayden

Dude

Why would you do that?


Because it's funny as fuck


Rose

I agree


Svetlana

I approve of causing more drama as well ❤️


Hayden

Won't that make shit more complicated for Shane and Rozanov?


Rose

Since when do you care about Rozanov?


Hayden

I don't??

I ONLY care about Shane


Rose

Sure buddy

Sure


Hayden

????

I don't care about Rozanov???


Rose

Why did you ask if Cliff messing with the Cens will make it more complicated for Shane AND ROZANOV then?

You're never beating the RozaPike friendship allegations ❤️


Hayden

Fucking whatever

Believe what you want


Svetlana

Grow a spine, princess ❤️


Hayden

:(



----


inconspicuous group name




Bood

So, what was it like when they broke up the last time?


Those 2 months they were no contact were fucking rough, can't lie

Practice for up to 10 hours a day

Roz always stayed longer

He was also always the first one to arrive and last one to leave

At one point we had the theory that he actually sleeps there, too, because he doesn't want to go home

And don't get me started on the fucking suicides actually

My entire body hurts just thinking about it

That man was our fucking drill sergeant

It was a fucking nightmare

But I guess, it had one benefit


Chouinard

What could possibly be the benefit of that torture?


I never looked better than I did during that time

No matter how much I work out now

I never get back to my form then

Was my peak probably


Hazy

You still look great

Don't even worry about it :)


Chouinard

Are you sure there isn't something you want to share with us, Hazy?


Hazy

NO

NOT LIKE THAT

I'M JUST TALKING TO MY NEW FRIEND MARLOW RIGHT NOW

For fucks sake Nick


Chouinard

Okay, buddy boy

Whatever you say


Y'all are funny

But to be honest, Hockey wasn't the only rough part

That man was on EDGE basically the entire time

Constantly seconds away from screaming at you or just crashing out entirely

I even caught him crying once

He'll refuse to acknowledge that it ever happened, of course

But I can tell you, that was hard to watch

He really loves his Jane


Hazy

Aw man

Poor Roz


How does he seem to you?


Barrett

Sad music aside

He's been okay, I think?

No more temper tantrums than normal


Sad music?


Bood

loml by Taylor Swift

Only to mention one example


My God, that man is a drama queen

Good luck with that boys

You'll need it


Dykstra

Do you maybe have an idea how we can help him?

We tried to brainstorm ideas, but somehow nothing sounded good enough


Hmm

Something that helped back then was that we almost never left his side

We showed him that we're there to support him

No matter how often he told us to fuck off


Bood

And that worked?


Like wonders


Hazy

We can do that

Thank you for your help, Marlow!!


You're so welcome boys

Best of luck to you 🫡



----


Support group for Hollanov survivors




Hayden

Got an update for us Cliff?


I told them to not leave Ilya's side

Really get in his personal space and not leave him alone

No matter how angry he gets with them


Hayden

Oh, he'll hate that for sure


Svetlana

I have to admit

I do sometimes love how your brain works, Cliff


Rose

This is the perfect plan

You have officially earned enough of my respect for me to wear your Jersey to your next game

Happy to hear that I won't embarrass myself after all ❤️


Ay yo, you bought my Jersey?


Rose

Of course I did!!

I buy the Jerseys of all my friends!! 😚

Yours, Shane's, Ilya's


Hayden

Did you buy mine too?


Rose

Of course not

I said friends


Hayden

Oh

Well, that's embarrassing


Rose

Hayden!!

I'm just kidding!!

I'll have to wait for your new Centaurs Jersey to be released though

Can't be seen with a fucking M*ntreal Jersey again 🤢

I even burned Shane's old one

I'd rather jump off a bridge than show support for those fuckers again


Hayden

That's a very fair point actually

I wouldn't want that either
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    and they really thought marley would be helpful tsk tsk tsk
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  The Secret Society of Hot Milfs + Lisa the Hottie

Zane's been glued to his phone for like 30 minutes now
Anyone got an idea on what our boys are up to?
I'm certain they're being stupid somehow
I have a feeling
Lisa
I'm not sure
Wyatt's been super secretive about his phone lately, too
But what I know for sure is that Cliff Marlow is involved in a way
Caitlin
What? 😂
How do you know that?
Lisa
Marlow is Wyatt's celebrity crush
We talked about it a few times already
Whenever they play Boston he gets all giddy because he gets to see Marlow 😭
And earlier he screamed "OH MY GOD I HAVE CLIFF MARLOW'S NUMBER NOW" out of nowhere
LMAO
I get it, though
That man is FINE
Wouldn't mind a piece of that either 🫣
Caitlin
Is there maybe something that Wyatt wants to share with you? 😭
Lisa
Damn Cait, let my man figure himself out in peace
No but seriously though, I'd rather have him talk to me about his curiosities than do it all behind my back
This way we can thirst over hotties together 😛
No matter what gender
It only made things better, if I'm honest
Caitlin
Okay, I love that for you
Both of you
Lisa
Thank you 😚😚
Also I think if you ask him, Wyatt would say that Marlow is his favorite player in the whole league lol
Caitlin
Better not tell Roz about that 😂
Pretty sure Roz also said his favorite player is Marlow when he was asked for a video
Selena
OMG really?? 😂
Does his boyfriend know that??
Yup, he stood right next to him when he said it
It was hilarious
Caitlin
Didn't Hollzy then say that Hayden's his fav player?
I think, I'm remembering something like that
Lisa
Pretty sure
Roz was pouting like mad
Those two are so messy
And so fucking obvious
Selena
But we love them anyway
Even if they're being absolute morons
Caitlin
Absolutely
Oh, and about your question Cassie
I asked Evan about what he and the others are doing
Folded immediately, of course
That man can't keep a secret from me, no matter how "hard" he tries
Evan's involved, too??
Selena
So is Nick
I asked him
And Troy as well, apparently
Caitlin
They have a secret group chat
And they made it their mission to get Roz and his Jane back together 😭
Don't tell me they still haven't figured it out...
How are our men so fucking stupid?? 😭
They are so fucking obvious
Selena
I don't know girl
Must be the dozens of concussions they have between them, or something
I even told Nick that I thought Jane, Hollzy, Lily and Roz are all in a big polyamorous relationship and he bought it 😭
Made up such a ridiculous lie and he just believed it
Lisa
LMAOOOO
I told Wyatt that Roz and Hollzy are beards for Lily's and Jane's lesbian relationship
And he went "Ohhh yeah, that makes so much sense actually"
Idiot
I just told Zane that i didn't suspect anything's going on lol
Caitlin
Same here
I mean we can't really tell our boys that we figured out Hollzy and Ilya are dating because of a fucking stroller
They would think we're insane
All of this would just be so much easier if they'd tell us finally
I mean, I understand why they won't
But still
All of this is such a mess
Lisa
A mess caused by me
Caitlin
Don't say that
Lisa
No, I mean it
I made Hollzy uncomfortable with how I talked about him
To the point that he left the WAGs chat and Roz had to make up that lie
I thought it would be okay, since it wasn't the first time
But he has been all over the media and was probably just exhausted by the attention
And there I was, bringing it up again
Like an insensitive idiot
Selena
I'm sure that he's not mad at you
Did you apologize to him?
Lisa
Not yet
I definitely want to
But like how?
He doesn't know that we know
And texting "Jane" like "Hey bestie. Sorry for thirsting over you in the group chat we all know who you and Lily really are. No biggy, though!! Please let me add you back, it won't happen again" would be fucking weird
Because they still want us to believe that they aren't the same person
And that Roz and Jane are currently on a break
Caitlin
Oh yeah, I get what you mean
That is indeed a tricky situation
Maybe I could tell Shane that you feel bad about it?
Lisa
That would be nice of you, in theroy
But at the same time, I don't think it would be a good idea
I technically wouldn't even know if he was uncomfortable by it
He didn't say anything
Even when I talked to him in person
He was just his normal self
And if you tell him that I'm sorry, he'll probably think that you tattled to me about him being uncomfortable
Which would only make things worse, I think
True...
We'll figure something out, I promise❤️
Lisa
Thank you!!! ❤️
Honestly, I love them both so dearly
But God, they're annoying
And stupid
Meant affectionately, of course
Caitlin
Of course
I also wish they would just tell us...
Selena
Yeah, but maybe they will at some point
By the way, do we know if Jackie or Harris know?
I feel kinda bad that we're excluding them from this chat
I asked Harris a while ago, if he has any suspicions about other players being queer
He told me outright that he has theories about Lily being a man and that he thinks Shane is actually gay
But then he also told me that Roz is the "straightest guy" he's ever met 😭😭
So close yet so far...
Lisa
Not the Bi baddie erasure 😔
I expected better from Harris...
Caitlin
WOW
Men are so dumb sometimes
And Jackie?
I'm almost 100% certain that she knows
I mean, she has to, right?
She's super close with both of them and she's also one of Roz's primary emergency contacts together with Shane and Yuna
Caitlin
Oh yeah, that girl knows the details
You know what?
Fuck it
If this goes sideways, I'll take the full blame
Caitlin Dykstra has added Jackie Pike to the chat.
Jackie
Hello?
Selena
Hey girl ❤️
Hey Jacks ❤️
Lisa
Heeeeyyyyyy
Caitlin
Hii!!
Jackie
OMG! You think I'm a hot milf?? 🥹
You're so sweet 🥹
But why is Lisa being excluded??
Caitlin
Because she doesn't have kids
Lisa
Yet 👀
Caitlin
But she's still a hottie 😚
Jackie
I know that's right 🙂‍↕️
Lisa
You're so kind 😚
Jackie
So, what's this chat about?
Caitlin
We need certainty
You know that Hollzy and Ilya are a couple, right?
Jackie
Of course I do
Caitlin
Oh, thank God
Jackie
All of you know, too?
Selena
Yes!
Lisa
Yup
Caitlin
Yeah, we found out a while ago
We actually talked about how we found out a few minutes ago
You should be able to see those messages 👀
Jackie
Okay! Let me check 👀
Wait, you found out because of a stroller?
What does that mean exactly?
How much time do you have?
Jackie
Hayden's at the aquarium with the kids and Shane
I've got ALL DAY 👀
Alright, I think to make it make sense, we'll have to start pretty much at the beginning
Jackie
I'm so sat 🍿🤏🏼
Okay so
About 3 weeks after Shane got traded to Ottawa, we added Jane and Lily to the WAGs chat
And like 2 weeks after that, Jane started to complain about how Roz is always being super messy whenever they're together
Caitlin
Though, "super messy" seems like an exaggertation
Hollzy is quite particular when it comes to cleanliness
Jackie
Don't I know it
Since we didn't know who they actually were at the time, I suggested that Jane should teach her boyfriend how to clean after himself the hard way
By putting him on a sex ban, until he learns a cleaning routine
Jackie
And you're telling me that Shane managed to hold out??
Lisa
Almost 3 weeks
But apparently Hollzy did use a toy sometimes and made Roz watch 👀
Jackie
That actually explains so much
Caitlin
What exactly? 👀
Jackie
Not to expose him or anything, but I did randomly get a message from him, asking where I bought my custom toys 🧍🏻‍♀️
I didn't even know that he knew I had custom ones in the first place, but I decided to not question it any further for my own sanity
Lisa
Custom??
Toys??
What does that mean, Mrs Pike??
Jackie
A toy modelled after the real thing?
You know...?
Please tell me you don't need more context 🧍🏻‍♀️
Caitlin
Holy fucking shit
This makes it so much better
THEY ARE FREAKS!!!
I LOVE THEM!!!
Well, that's new information I don't know what to do with just yet
But anyway, let me continue
The sex ban lasted for almost 3 weeks, and during that time Lily tried to convince us that Shane was doing the same to her, as Jane was doing to Roz
That's the first time I got suspicious
Jackie
Makes sense 👀
And because Roz kept complaining about this whole sex ban thing, we started bullying him a bit
Caitlin
Because it was funny
Jackie
As one does
(I would've done the same ❤️)
And then Roz said that we shouldn't be mean to him, because he's always super helpful and giving advice (which he definitely is / does), but also because he sent an expensive stroller as a gift to Cait's daughter for her birthday, that Cait never asked for
Reminder, he said that to us as Lily
Jackie
Lily, that has never even met your daughter
So, "Lily" never sent a stroller
Caitlin
Exactly
Jackie
Ilya really is such an idiot sometimes...
Caitlin
And after that realization, I created this group chat
So we could talk about it
Like a debrief
Lisa
We also decided that we should give them the chance to confide in one of us
A chance for them to openly talk to us, without having to worry about being exposed
Selena
We did Rock-Paper-Scissors and the winner of each round got to pick a boy to text
Cassie and Caitlin won
I picked Shane
Caitlin
And I picked Ilya
Lisa
While Selena and I continued to pretend we're clueless
Jackie
Interesting
So let me get this right, Shane knows that Cassie knows and Ilya knows that Caitlin knows
But neither of them know that the other WAGs know, too?
Caitlin
Yeah
Yes
Jackie
God, this is quite messy, isn't it?
Caitlin
Definitely, but I think it really helps them to be able to talk to someone so openly
Oh yeah, Shane definitely needs me to ground him sometimes
He had a whole freak out after Troy came out and Harris got added to the WAGs chat, because he didn't acknowledge Troy's coming out within 5 minutes
He thought that the team thinks he's homophobic 😭
Jackie
OMG! 😭
That's actually such a Shane reaction
Caitlin
And not to take credit or anything 
But without me, Ilya probably still wouldn't have figured out why Shane was angry with him
And I honestly don't know if he would've survived a 6 week sex ban or longer, so yeah
I'm glad that I was able to help him
Lisa
So it's your fault I lost the bet to Cassie???
HOW FUCKING DARE YOU CAITLIN???
Caitlin
No, trust me
I wanted to keep quiet for another week or so, so you win the bet
Because Cassie is such a sore winner
EXCUSE ME??
Caitlin
But Ilya was actually so sad when he asked for my help
I couldn't just ignore him 😭
It brought out my maternal instincts, okay? 😭
Lisa
I mean, I guess
But that doesn't mean you're forgiven, Dykstra 😔
Caitlin
I'm so sorry 😔
I will try everything in my power to earn your forgiveness 😔
Jackie
Thank you so much for taking care of my darlings
I'm glad to hear that they're able to come to you with their issues ❤️
Caitlin
❤️❤️❤️
❤️❤️❤️
Jackie
And honestly, you have no idea how happy I am to finally have the chance to talk to someone other than my husband about them
He never gossips with me...
I'm especially happy, because this was getting more and more difficult to keep a secret
With them being as dumb as they are right now, and all
Caitlin
I was actually so worried about accidentally outing them to you 
I'm SO relieved that I didn't
Jackie
Yeah, no worries there
Both Hayden and I have known for a while already
Selena
How long exactly?
Jackie
Hayden caught Shane sexting Ilya while he was at our house for dinner
Not Lily. Ilya.
Almost like he wanted to get caught, but I digress
That was in late summer of 2017
Lisa
That long already???
Jackie
Yeah!
They officially got together that summer :)
Lisa
That's insane
With how sloppy they've gotten lately, I'm actually surprised that not more people know about their relationship yet...
Caitlin
Sexting with people around
Sounds like Hollzy and Ilya alright
Jackie
Hayden was also the one to suggest that they should get separate numbers for when they text each other
So, they won't get caught as easily again
Caitlin
Ohh, so that's why
I was wondering who came up with that idea, because certainly Hollzy and Ilya are NOT that smart
Selena
That is so smart. 
Probs to your husband!
Lisa
Yeah, your man seems like the smartest out of all of our boys right now
Our boys have a secret group chat where they're planning to get Roz and "Jane" back together
They even recruited Cliff Marlow for their cause, it seems
Jackie
Oh yeah, I know
Hayden's been cranky all morning because Cliff was added to their chat before him
Selena
Aw, poor Hayden
Caitlin
How did he find out about the chat if he's not in it?
Jackie
He's in a group chat with Rose (Shane's ex), Svetlana (Ilya's best friend since childhood) and Cliff
And apparently, Cliff told them that he's been messing with your boys
Giving them bad advice on purpose
Because he thinks it's funny
Lisa
He's actually so fucking hilarious for that, though
WAIT
Your husband is in a group chat with THE baddies Rose Landry and Svetlana Vetrova???
AND I'M NOT??
What could he possibly have done to deserve that honor??
Jackie
They created an emotional support group chat as a safe space to talk about Shane and Ilya's shenanigans with other "survivors"
And Cliff is messing with the Cens now, encouraged by both Rose and Svetlana
As revenge because he caught Ilya and Shane hooking up at his house
Caitlin
They did it at HIS house???
Jackie
More than once, from what I've heard
Selena
Dear God
No Shame
Lisa
Good for them
I wish they could be this messy publicly :(
But now that I think about it
Our boys probably didn't add Hayden, because they think he and Roz don't like each other
Caitlin
Yeah fair point actually
Don't they famously hate each other?
Jackie
That must be the reason
It makes the most sense at least
But honestly
I have enough videos of them cuddling while drunk to prove everyone otherwise
Babbling on about how much they actually like each other
And how badly they want to be friends publicly
They're just too stubborn to admit while sober
Lisa
Jackie
I will pay you a good amount of my husband's salary for those videos
Jackie
No need to pay me, girl
I'll send them to you for free
Sharing is caring, right? ❤️
*shared 10 videos*
[Every single video shows basically the same situation, only on different days; the first one being from December 2017. Ilya and Hayden proclaiming their "platonic best friend love" to each other while cuddling in various positions.]






  
    Chapter End Notes

    i love how stupid they ALL are

ROZAPIKE FRIENDSHIP IS CANON TO ME

 

Edit 01/08/26: I know the context on how Cassie (and the other WAGs) found out is wayyy too late now, but I thought adding it now, during the remastering process, can't hurt lol
I don't really know why I didn't add it already back when I actively wrote the fic, but oh well. better late than never?
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  Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓

Cassie
Our boys have another away game this week
You know what this means ladies & Harris 😚
Time for another wine night 🎉
Lisa
Y E S
(I don't even know if I'll have the day off, but fuck it)
Where are we meeting??
Caitlin
My house would work this week!
Susie will be kidnapped by my sister for the weekend
Lisa
Love your sister for that
Cassie
By the way, everyone's included in the invite
So, you too @Jackie 😚
We'd love to have you, as this will be your first wine night as a Cens WAG!! ❤️
Jackie
Oh, I'm absolutely down!!
Since Hayden's not taking part in games just yet and he actually requested additional "bonding time" with our kids, because he was away so much, he'll have it this weekened
I'm also so glad that I don't have to organize anything anymore
The Montreal WAGs never did ANYTHING. Everything was always on me...
It's so nice that I can just show up
...Unless you want me to organize something
I can do that, too, of course
Caitlin
Nah, I got it covered 😚
We do have the rule that everyone brings a bottle of wine, though
For ✨variety✨
Jackie
Noted!!
I'll bring you my favorite ☺️
I'm excited!!
Harris
I won't be able to make it unfortunately
I'm traveling with the team this time
Have to do my stupid job :(((
It's already a miracle that I got to ditch my responsibilities last time, but I really hoped for another one
But no 😔
Jackie
Aww, Harris!! :(
But that's fun, too!!
Maybe you and Troy can sneak away for some alone time 🫢
Harris
That's the hope 👀👀
Selena
I will be there
If I can arrange a babysitter for my girls, I mean
Our old babysitter bounced, so yeah
Cassie
Oh no, that sucks!!
I'll send you a list with good ones I can recommend!!
Selena
That would be great
Thanks Cassie :)
Bless you and your lists
Always coming in clutch!! ❤️
Cassie
You're welcome!! ❤️
sorry lovely ladies
i cannot join again
would really love to
but i cannot
Caitlin
No worries, babe ❤️
We totally understand!!
Though I was wondering...
Should we maybe invite Ilya?
Since he won't be traveling with the team, he should be available?
Selena
Aww yes!!
That's a good idea!!
are you sure that you want a man at the wags wine night?
i mean, another man
of course harris has been to wine nights before
i mean
a player
are you all really ok with that?
Lisa
Of course!!
I don't see why we shouldn't be?
Besides Roz is fun
We adore him!!! 
And we don't want him to be lonely with everyone gone :(
you are very kind
i am sure he will appreciate you thinking of him
Caitlin
I think so, too!!
Everyone okay with it then?
Cassie
Of course!! ❤️
Lisa
Y E S
Selena
Absolutely!!
Jackie
Obviously ❤️
Caitlin
Okay, I'll text him :)

----
Caitlin Dykstra 🤓🌻

So Ilya
Do you need a formal invite or was that in the group chat enough?
are you really sure it is ok for me to be there?
I really don't see why it shouldn't be
The girls love you
And technically you're a WAG, or well HAB, either way
So you actually kind of belong there?
but they do not know that i am a wag / hab
I know they don't
But I do
Should be enough, right?
i think so, yes
thank you for inviting me
No need to thank me!
We're excited to have you ❤️

----
"The WAGs have invited me to their wine night this week," Ilya told Shane without looking up from his phone. "I want to go, I think."
They have made it a habit by now to only meet at Shane's house, since their teammates have taken up quite the liking to Ilya since the "break up" with Jane. Which neither Ilya nor Shane understood the reason for.
"Is that a good idea?" Shane asked.
"Does everything always have to be good idea?" Ilya countered the question. "They are nice ladies and I am not allowed to drink anyway. No problem to control myself and what I say, yes?"
It was a fair point, Shane knew that. But he was still a little worried. Ilya tends to overshare when he gets excited. And watching his boyfriend play; his first time as a WAG, or HAB, would definitely get him extra excited.
Ilya saw Shane's worries, after all these years, there's basically no way for Shane to hide them anymore.
"You play good hockey and I will celebrate with the WAGs whenever you score. Like a supportive partner should," Ilya hugged Shane from behind, resting his shin on Shane's shoulder; his breath tickling Shane's neck. "And Jackie will be there too. All will be good."
That did put Shane's mind at ease a bit.
Jackie's usually very good at controlling situations and keeping Ilya in check, whenever he gets too excited and loose-mouthed.
"It does sound like fun," Shane said, but Ilya could hear that he still wasn't fully convinced if it was a good idea.
"You will not have to worry about anything. Everything will be okay."
Shane wanted to believe him.
~~~~
Shane didn't have a reason to not trust his boyfriend. None at all; since Ilya has never given him a reason to believe otherwise.
But the idea of Ilya going to wine night with the wives of his teammates still filled him with a lot of unwanted anxiety. He started to lose focus.
It was stupid, he knew that. His heart knew that, so did his stomach. Only his brain didn't. And his brain just so happened to be the loudest right now.
He hated it.
He wants to trust Ilya. He needs to trust Ilya. Again, he didn't have a reason not to.
But the mere thought of being hated by yet another team, simply for who he loves, was sending him close to the edge again. The terrifying edge that he already got too close to in the past.
He was so close to that scary edge that the lightest push would tip him over; send him tumbling down, not able to get back up once he had reached the bottom.
One metaphorical push and he would tumble to his metaphorical death.
One wrong word, one wrong look and everything would be over. Things would spiral out of control like they did before, with Montreal.
He doesn't want to hate playing Hockey. It's his favorite thing in the world; next to Ilya, of course. And he doesn't want to be hated by his new team. Not when he finally started getting comfortable with them. The team is great. They're giving him the feeling that he truly belongs there; which isn't something that he had experienced before.
Everything with Montreal was conditional. He was there to perform, not to be liked. Only Hayden managed to get close to Shane; managed to break down Shane's walls. Because he showed that he cared. Truly, honestly cared.
And now that Hayden finally made the trade from Montreal to Ottawa, Shane wasn't going to just give up. He could finally play Hockey—the game that he loves—with his best friend again, wearing the same colored Jersey, just like they did before. Almost like nothing has changed. But actually, everything has changed.
But that doesn't matter now. The only thing that matters is, that in the months since Shane left Montreal, he missed playing with Hayden, more than anything. More than he would've liked to admit. Getting to play with Ilya was great—it's one of the best feelings he has ever experienced, actually—but having Hayden on the ice next to him, always gave him a comfortable sense of safety. That he would really need right now.
He missed the entire Pike family. Hayden, his best friend. Hayden's adorable kids, his godchildren, the cutest little humans on the planet. The twins Ruby and Jade, who were definitely way too smart for their young age. Obviously Shane is used to getting chirped, but when it's by two ten year old girls instead of bulky Hockey players around his age, it's a very different experience.
Then, Hayden's only son Arthur, who could spend hours talking to Shane about his favorite game; talking so much, so excitedly, that he actually forgets to breathe sometimes. Hayden sometimes jokingly calls Arthur "Little Shane", but Shane didn't really understand why. The kid likes to talk about his interests, so what? Everyone does that. Arthur's more enthusiastic than others maybe, but Shane loved listening to the little boy whenever he was around.
And last but not least, of course, was baby Amber. Hayden and Jackie's youngest daughter. She didn't have a fleshed-out personality like her siblings just yet; probably due to her being so young still. All Shane really knew about her was that, just like her siblings, Amber was obsessed with Shane.
Whenever he walks through the door; entering the Pike's family home, he gets greeted by her grabby little hands reaching out to him. Whenever she's fuzzy and he's around, Shane's the only one who can successfully calm her down within seconds.
Shane loved his role as "Uncle Shane".
And of course there was also Jackie; Hayden's better half, as Ilya would call her. She is one of his closest friends, someone he can always confide in. One of the first people who found out about his relationship with Ilya; after they got caught by Shane's parents earlier that summer. She was the only one to never ask whether he was sure about Ilya, if there's not a "nicer man in Montreal" for him, or anything like that.
After learning about their relationship, she welcomed Ilya into her house with open arms and became one of his best friends as well. She was a natural at making friends.
Jackie Pike is always there for him and listens, no matter how urgent or potentially unhinged his enquiry may be.
But, oh God. Jackie was also going to wine night. What if she can't keep her mouth shut about him and Ilya? What if she's the one to expose them? The one to ruin everything?
Part of Shane knew that she would never do that. She's been keeping their secret for years now. She has never said anything, she would never dare. But the rational part of Shane's brain was being overshadowed by his doubts and worries.
His thoughts continued to spiral, his chest started feeling tight. The locker room started to get smaller and smaller, as if the walls came closer, determined to crush him between them.
He was most likely crying at this point, he tried to keep his head down to not make it too obvious if he was.
Bood was probably giving a pre-game speech right now, Shane wouldn't know. He couldn't pay attention to anything that happened around him; he was trapped in his own head.
Until, he felt a hand on his shoulder that made him snap out of it. He looked up to see Nick Chouinard's kind, yet worried smile.
"Are you okay?" Shane nodded hastily. A lie. But Nick went with it. "I know it's your first game since Montreal, so this probably isn't super easy for you," Quite the understatement, Shane thought. "But I've said it before, we all got your back. No matter what. Okay?"
Shane sighed. "Okay."
"Good, then let's kick some ass."
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The Secret Society of Hot Milfs + Lisa the Hottie




Jackie

Okay ladies

Here's the game plan for today

We all know that Ilya can get... excited when watching hockey

And playing, too

But no matter what he may be saying about Shane

We heard nothing

Okay?


Caitlin

Yes, of course

He's so nervous about messing something up tonight

He also texted me multiple times every day if it's really okay that he's coming, too


Lisa

Completely unrelated

BUT, I just know consent is very important to him

He makes SURE Hollzy has the best time

Good for them


Selena

Somehow, that was also my first thought

What is wrong with us? 😭


Lisa

Absolutely nothing

We just recognize Roz as the good guy that he is 😚

A constent king, so to speak

There's nothing wrong with acknowledging that


I wish we could just tell him that we know

I'm sure he wants to be publicly supportive of his boy

Like we are of ours :(

I don't want him to have to hold back

Or feel anxious in case he accidentally slips up


Caitlin

Neither of us want that, but it's how things have to be for now

I don't like it either


Selena

Jackie, I have a question for you

Since you know them the longest out of all of us

Can you maybe tell us why they insist of being this secretive?

The team can't really be a problem, right?

They're so supportive of Troy and Harris, Luca too

Generally queer players

Is there something that's stopping them?


Jackie

The team is definitely not the problem, they're all great

I've asked them before and they both say so

It's more so the external influences that make things difficult

Obviously, because Russia is as horrible as it is

But also because of the homophobic nature of the league and how players are treated

Shane experienced that first hand unfortunately


I know that something happened with Montreal that caused him to leave, but I don't know details

He didn't tell me


Jackie

I won't give you all the details obviously as it's not my story to tell

But I can give a quick summary without giving too much away

Shane told me that he decided he wants to come out to the team

Just generally, no mention of Ilya at first

To test the waters

The vibes with the team shifted almost instantly

And he didn't leave because he wanted to

I mean, he definitely wanted to leave, but he was forced out by the team, his old coach and the league in general

They thought trading him to Ottawa would be an appropriate "punishment"

Like they then also did with Hayden, for being loyal to Shane


Selena

Oh my God 😭

Why are people like that??

Hating him and trying to ruin his career because of who he loves???

I will never understand. He's not hurting anyone 😭


Jackie

I don't get it either

I mean, they have never known a version of Shane that wasn't in love with Ilya

The start of their relationship goes back to their Rookie season after all

Before their rivalvry was even really a thing


Lisa

God, I fucking HATE Montreal

And this league

And everyone who makes that poor boy sad EVER


I need to give him a big, fat hug next time I see him

And not let go for at least an hour

It really sounds like he could use a good cry


Caitlin

So, Shane doesn't want to come out because he's worried that something like this could happen again?

With our team?

The "Gayest Team in the League"???


Jackie

Shane knows that his worries with the team are irrational

He really does

We had a long conversation about it

It's like a mental block that stops him, I don't know. He explained it better than that

When he even thinks about saying out loud that he's gay, he shuts down


Make that a 2 hour hug

And I will cry with him


Jackie

Ilya is also worried about coming out, though

It's not just Shane alone who's scared


Caitlin

With Russia being as shitty as it is for queer people, I'm not surprised


Jackie

He's more open about telling the team, but is also hesitant about it

Because what if someone says the wrong thing to the wrong person and they get publicly outed like that?

That's their biggest fear


Lisa

Unfortunately very understandable...

I feel like things would be at least a little bit easier if Roz had a Canadian passport and not just an Employment Visa


Caitlin

He mentioned to me that he wants to become a Canadian citizen

Take the test and all

And I already offered our help with his studying, if he should need it

But he wants to return to Russia one more time before he takes the test

To visit his mother's grave one last time

He didn't have the time to visit it when he went back for his father's funeral

He's regretting it to this day


Selena

I'm gonna cry

They both deserve the world 😭


Lisa

OMG Roz 😭😭😭

I didn't even think of that

He obviously can't do that when their relationship becomes public


Jackie

And Ilya also said that he feels like he would take away the spotlight from Scott Hunter, if they were to come out


Lisa

Ilya Rozanov can be considerate of Scott Hunter??

I always thought he'd explode if he were to even think one nice thing about Hunter

Is he dying??


Jackie

I asked him the same thing

But to be honest, he respects the HELL out of Scott for what he did

Not that Ilya would ever really admit that

Scott changed the game for so many


Selena

Troy told me that he became more comfortable with himself after seeing that a player can come out and still be loved by his team and the fans

OMG imagine if he knew that Shane had the exact opposite experience 😭😭

I can't think of that anymore, I'll actually cry my eyes out


Lisa

So, Hunter is gay and Roz coming out would steal Hunter's thunder?

Is that his logic?


Honestly, I think it would make things more real

Like, if they came out it wouldn't just be "Scott Hunter: first openly gay player"

But "Scott Hunter, first openly gay player AND Shane Hollander & Ilya Rozanov: first players in a relationship"

More focus on them and their relationship, than on their careers

And not to forget the whole rivalry story


Caitlin

If only there was another player to come out, so Scott wouldn't be the only one anymore

And take up all of that attention for a while

That would probably make things easier for them, I think


Selena

That would definitely take some pressure off of them


Jackie

I mean, they tried to change the narrative of their rivalry over the past year

With the charity and all

But it's hard to just change everyone's perspective on their relationship after a decade of acting like they hate each other


Selena

The charity that's dedicated to Ilya's mother 😭😭😭😭😭

I CAN'T WITH THEM 😭😭😭


Lisa

There, there 🫂



~~~~


The Secret Society of Hot Milfs + Lisa the Hottie




Caitlin

OH MY GOD

WHAT THE ACTUAL FUCK???

DOES HE LIVE IN MY FUCKING WALLS???


Lisa

Who??


What happened??


Selena

Is everything okay??


Caitlin

CLIFF FUCKING MARLOW JUST CAME OUT AS BI ON TWITTER?????
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  Ilya was late to wine night with the WAGs.
Not fashionably late in a nonchalant, "I arrive to the function whenever I want" kind of way, but in a running around like a headless chicken for an hour because he was freaking out kind of way.
He didn't like feeling this way. Shane was supposed to be the anxious one, not him. But it seems like Shane's concerns have rubbed off on him. While he would normally love it if his boyfriend rubbed off on him, that was a different context. A context he would prefer much more right now.
But instead of at home with Shane, enjoying the night together, he stood in front of Caitlin Dykstra's door, nervous to ring the doorbell.
It made no sense to him. What was he so nervous for? This isn't the first time that he's going over to Caitlin's house. Also not the first time he's coming over without her husband being home. Not in that way of course. Never in that way.
There was just something about the other lovely wives of his teammates also being there that made him antsy.
He stood by the door, his finger hovering over the doorbell for a few minutes, before he finally pressed the button to ring the bell. The door flung open not even five seconds later, Caitlin standing in front of him looking frantic.
Just as he managed to calm down a bit, nervousness boiled up again.
"Oh my God Ilya, you're finally here!" She said, dragging Ilya into the house by his good arm, closing the door behind them. To say that he was confused would be understatement. Struggling to understand what was going on, he followed her.
He glanced over to the living room, where the other four women have gathered, equally frantic as Caitlin.
"Have you heard??" Ilya heard from the living room, Lisa's voice, he detected.
"Heard what?" He asked back.
"I can't believe you haven't seen it yet," The vagueness of the women started to irritate Ilya, no one was giving him a a straight answer.
"Seen what? What is going on?" No answer again, at least not a verbal one, because instead Caitlin held her phone close to his face. A tweet open on the screen.
He read it multiple times, thinking that his knowledge of the english language has finally failed him. But no. Cliff fucking Marlow, his best friend, has come out on Twitter on a random thursday. Without a warning whatsoever.
What the fuck? His eyes widened in shock. All of the noise around him, suddenly becoming quiet to the point that he couldn't hear anything anymore.
I have to call him. He ignored everything that happened around him and reached for his phone. He immediately dialed Marlow's number with trembling hands.
The first call went to voicemail, so did the second. And the third.
"Shit Marley." Texting it is.
----


Marley 🍆



MARLEY

ANSWER YOUR FUCKING PHONE

ЕБАТЬ

Can't answer calls

I'm in a meeting right now

I should technically pay attention

As if lol

What's up? 😇

WHAT IS UP??

WHAT IS FUCKING UP WITH AN ANGEL EMOJI??

what the FUCK marley??

you cannot come out on twitter and not tell me about it before

Dude

Was it really a surprise for you, though?

YES??

LMAO really? 😂

And you always say you have a strong gaydar

You said that you clocked Shane from a fucking handshake

But well, all I can say is that you don't go to Paris with a man that often without realizing things about yourself at some point

liar

we have never been to paris together

Not the kind of Paris trip I meant 😏

oh?

oh.

yes 😏

you are saying that i made you bi, then?

You can't make people Bi, I don't think

yes i can

of course i can

i can do anything

i made my shane gay, too

You made him realize he's gay

That's not necessarily the same thing

same thing in my book

Okay, I guess, yeah

You're just that hot, man

I mean look at yourself

That ass is to die for 😛

Everyone would dream of it

i know

i am taken though

do not forget marley

taken to a very handsome man with the most beautiful freckles

he does not share

and i do not share either

I didn't come out to steal your man

Or you away from your man lol

No worries

I already got enough people lining up in my DMs 😏

good for you marley

really

but you really have horrible timing

i am invited to wine night with the team wags

i am already stressed out enough

and then caitlin shows me a tweet that you are out of the closet??

the fucking closet i did not even know you were in

are you insane??

like ACTUALLY insane??

Probably, yeah

Sorry, I could've given you a heads-up

But honestly it was a really spontaneous decision

I just needed to get it out of my system finally

even though i did not know you are bi before

i am proud of you for taking scary step

you are very brave

I lowkey expected you to give me more shit for this

But thanks man, I appreciate it

To be honest, I've been meaning to do this for a while already

Can't have Scott Hunter take up all the attention for any longer, right?

right...

because now old dinosaur scott hunter is not the only openly queer player anymore

That's right

He's got some competition now

Much hotter competition, of course 😏

is not hard to be hotter than hunter

but yes

after my lovely boyfriend and myself

you are the hottest man i know

You flirt 😘

But Ilya

Listen to me

yes?

Please don't feel any pressure from this

It was easier for me to just come out and say it because I don't have my homophobic home country breathing down my neck

And because I'm also not fucking my rival

So take your time, it's a huge decision that will change everything

You and Shane share your stories once you're ready

Not a moment before

I didn't come out to force you to be next

i know

but thank you for saying that

and for being you

and for being brave when i cannot be

love you

Love you too, man ❤️

The world can wait another while for the first boyfriends of hockey to make their debut

And when you guys are ready, there are more people than just Scott Hunter in the queer players corner

Never forget that

But for now, enjoy wine night ❤️

And say hi to the WAGs for me 😘
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Jane 😛💦💕




jane cолнышко

are you ok?

first period was shit

just wanted to let you know


Thanks for the reminder

I didn't know that

I thought we were doing great letting the other team score on us 2 times within the first 5 minutes of the game

Good sportsmanship and so on

I've got the awards to show I'm really good at that


sarcasm. very funny.

what is going on?

are you distracted or something?


Little bit


why?


Are you seriously asking me why??

You're hanging out with the WAGs

While drinking


jane


I love you and I trust you, but you tend to get loose-mouthed when drinking


jane listen to me

i am not drinking

am not allowed to

you know that


Yes, of course I know that


caitlin bought a few bottles of coke for me

caffeine free coke because i am not allowed caffeine

is actually not so bad

i will buy that again

so you can finally stop complaining about my daily caffeine intake

the girls are drinking, yes, but i am not


Jackie's drinking then??


yes

but she will not say anything

you know her

and you trust her, no?

she has kept our secret for years

that will not change now


I know


do you?


Yes

Sorry...

This is stressing me out more than it should

I don't want to ruin your night, sorry

It's just...


yes?

is something else wrong?


Yes

Maybe?

I don't know, actually

The guys are being a little weird

And there's just so much going on right now

I'm a little on edge, I guess


what do you mean the team is being weird?

how?


I don't know

They're just not talking to me as much

Maybe I just said something wrong

As always lol


that is not laughing statement, jane

this is not good

you got better at communicating

thanks to me of course

you do not say the wrong thing as often anymore


Thanks?

It's just that they're all over you but basically avoid me?

Since you and Jane "broke up"

I don't get it

Do you think they know something and that's why they're being weird?

They know that I'm Jane and fucking hate me for it

And think it's disgusting after all


no

they are supportive

they would never hate you for loving a man


Or they're mad at me for leaving you while you're injured


jane


I told you I would look like a bitch to people

It's such a horrible thing to do

What kind of person leaves their partner when they're injured??


jane

we did not break up

in case you forgot


I would hate that person, too

Why should I get different treatment?

Because I'm their teammate?

Definitely not.

They should hold me accountable for being an asshole

I left you while you're injured

Only an absolute piece of shit would do that

And they show solidarity towards you and not me

As they should...

They know you longer than me, after all


shane

любимый

take a few deep breaths, ok?

please мое солнце

they do not think that of you


Then why are all but Nick basically ignoring me?


because they are dumb idiots

there is not a deeper meaning to it, probably


How can you be so sure of that??

You're not here

The vibes are weird

And everyone seems weirdly distracted

It's not just me


they are probably thinking of something else

do not think too much of it

maybe they saw marley come out and think of that?


He did what??

Came out as what??


he came out on twitter

as bi

like 20 minutes before game started?


Why didn't you tell me he's bi??


i did not know he is bi


Bullshit

You know everything about each other

You also told me all about all the threesomes you've had with him

As fucking if you didn't know


is the truth

i was very surprised, too

i still am

he kept secret very well

better than me


Wow...

I don't know what to say

That's sure is something...

Hmm


biphobia does not suit you, jane


Shut up

That's not what I meant

I'm just surprised

Also why now?


he said it was a spontaneous decision

we both know that he does not think much

he is more of a do person


I guess


i have to be honest

it made me think


About what?


coming out, too


I'm not ready for that


i know милый

i do not mean that we will tell the world about us

but maybe that i will tell the wags i am bi?

and eventually tell the team, too

it was just a thought

i think they would be great about it

like they are with troy and little luca


Oh.

Sorry, I didn't mean to assume...

Are you really sure about this?

Once you say it, it's out there forever

What if something slips and you can't visit your mom's grave again?


if that should happen, is ok

i always have моя мама with me

i wear her around my neck every day


I don't want you to lose that opportunity, though


i know любимый 

but there are risks i am willing to take

if that means to be able to love you loudly one day

it will be worth the sacrifice


Well then, I think you should do it

But only if you're really sure about it

And please don't expect me to be ready to do the same yet

Because I'm definitely not ready


i would never ask that of you

i do not want to see you cry again like you did after you told your old team

do not want to see it ever again

you will tell people when you are ready


What if i'm never ready?


that would be ok, too

я тебя люблю

no matter what


I love you, too

But please delete that message with my name


of course

i have one more question

is it ok for you if i tell the wags that jane is a man?


Oh, that's okay

You can tell them

I'm not in the WAGs chat anymore anyway, so I can procrastinate that confrontation until a later point


hmm

please be honest

are you really ok with it?

i will not say it if you are not comfortable with it


Lily, it's really fine

I mean it


ok, thank you ❤️


❤️

I have to go now...


ok любимый ❤️

try scoring a goal next period

is my first time as a wag

do not embarrass me


Fuck you

I'll do my best 


i believe in you ❤️



----


The Boodster




Are you sure we're doing the right thing, Evan?

He seems more upset than anything


Honestly, I don't really know either

But Pike said that when Shane's upset because of something, it's best to leave him alone

Maybe he's just sad because of the breakup

We shouldn't bother him even more


I guess you're right

Still feels odd

But I guess you're right

Pike knows him best
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  "Hey Ilya! The game's about to continue!" Ilya heard Jackie's voice from the living room. During the intermission he went to the other room to text Shane. He obviously didn't want any spying eyes or nosy comments interrupting the conversation. But it was also nice to get a moment away from all the noise.
He's usually not the one to be bothered by loud noises, he's normally surrounded by loud hockey players or Shane's very loud brain all the time after all. It was just a different kind of noise that he needed to get used to.
Before he reunited with the WAGs in the living room, he went to the kitchen to get some bottles of water and regular drinking glasses. Looking out for the ladies and all, as the only one not drinking. Like a gentleman should.
"Oh Ilya, you're such a doll," Selena smiled, taking some of the load from Ilya. "Thank you so much," She gaves his arm a light squeeze and started filling the glasses, as he sat down on the sofa next to Caitlin and Jackie.
"Is everything okay? You look a little... off? I can't quite read your face, to be honest," Lisa asked, Ilya wasn't pleased by the fact that his mask slipped that easily.
In truth, he was still very worried about Shane. And also started to grow a little infuriated with the other Centaurs. He was sure they were trying to be helpful in their own—and potentially very stupid—way, by not stressing Shane out with overbearing questions about whatever their problem was. But it seemed like they were ignoring him in the process and that definitely wasn't the way to go. Ilya knew there would be more drastic consequences, if he didn't tell anyone.
And who better to tell than the wives of said idiotic players?
"I texted Shane during the intermission. I am sure you have noticed that he seems off too, yes?" He glanced around the room and noticed nods from all five women. "Apparently the team is being stupid. I will have talk with them when they get back."
"You sound like a strict dad," Jackie laughed, but Ilya wasn't really in the mood for jokes right now. His boyfriend was hurting, most likely because of the stupidity of their teammates, and therefore his heart was aching, too.
"Someone has to be," he chirped. "I am also certain that team being weird to Shane has to do with Hayden."
"What makes you say that?"
"I have feeling... disruption in universe. Usually caused by Hayden Pike doing stupid shit."
"He's not even there with them, he's at home with our kids," Jackie raised an eyebrow, however she knows her husband. Ilya may not be totally off with his assumption. "But I'll talk to him tomorrow, maybe he can shed some light on the situation."
"Good. Thank you," It should've soothed his mind more than it did, but it helped him a little bit that Jackie wanted to the take the initiative on the matter. Ilya leaned back on the couch, letting out a sigh.
"There's something else on your mind, isn't there?" Cassie asked. These women are able to read him like a book.
"I am bisexual," best be direct. He thought, as he told them straight out. He probably should've thought about it more, but he just didn't. His eyes focused on the TV, his posture slouched. Definitely not how he had originally planned it, not that he really had a plan in the first place, but surely the outing of THE Ilya Rozanov could've been more grand. But oh well, his words were out in the open now.
"Really?" Lisa was the first one to speak, excitement in her voice. Ilya nodded in reply to her question, getting her even more hyped up. "That's so cool! Me too!"
"I did not know that," he blinked at her a little confused. Lisa was already the second person that he wasn't able to clock as bisexual.
"Judging by the fact that you also didn't know that Marlow's bi, I'm not surprised. Maybe your gaydar doesn't work for bisexual people," she shrugged.
"Could be," he crossed his arms in front of his chest, fiddling with his mother's necklace between his fingers, "I also wanted to say something else. Jane is a man, but he is not out."
"So your Montreal girl is actually a Montreal boy?" Someone else asked, Selena this time. Her face decorated with a kind smile. "We're looking forward to meeting him when he's ready."
"Exactly," Jackie smiled. "Thank you for telling us, sweetie. I know it probably wasn't easy."
"Eh. Was ok. You ladies are nice and easy to talk to. I am glad I told you." And he truly meant it.
----
Светлана 😍❤️‍🔥



hello sveta

Ilyusha

Darling

Should you not focus on the game?

you do not like it when i text you?

you normally always complain when i do not text you at least once every few days

I did not say that

But your darling is playing right now

I thought you are watching the game?

Normally he has all your attention 

You even abandoned me for him 🙄

i did not abandon you

i still see you once a month

and text you more often

besides, the game is shit

is not like i am missing much

Ah yes 🤨

I will tell him you have said that

And then I will be the favorite Russian in his life

you are only half russian

You are on thin ice, Ilyusha

Your boy will agree with me

He will leave you after hearing that you insulted his Hockey

And then he and I will have a beautiful lavender marriage

what does a plant have to do with marriage now?

Look it up

ok give me a second 

oh

you will not marry my jane

jane needs a lot of attention

and you are too busy crushing on straight girl

you cannot give him what he needs

🖕🏼

He would break up with you for me

You said his hockey is shit

That is the worst possible offense in his eyes

He will not like that

anyway

Ok

I see how it is

First you insult me and then you change the topic

Right

there is an important reason for my texts

something more important than a once every few days check in

Oh God.

What did you do?

nothing

nothing bad at least

i told the wags of my teammates that i am bisexual

and that my jane is a man

Wow okay

I went into this conversation with the wrong energy

is ok

Obviously it is ok

But that is good news, yes?

They are good about it?

more than good

i knew that they would be ok with it

they are very supportive

but it is still scary

makes me feel very vulnerable to tell them such a big secret

you know?

I know what you mean, yes

But why did you suddenly decide to tell them?

Did Cliff make you do this?

partly

when he does something

i do it better

obviously

Of course

but jokes aside, i also just really wanted to do it finally

it has been on my mind a lot lately

i see that my team and the wags are very supportive of other queer players

so i thought it would be the same with me, too

and so far i was right

You are always right, of course

I am very proud of you, Ilyusha ❤️

And your Mama would be, too ❤️

She would have loved to see the man that you have become ❤️

thank you sveta ❤️

come to ottawa next week

please

i miss you so much

I already booked the flight 😘

See you next week, Darling ❤️
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  inconspicuous group name

Zane Boodram removed Cliff Marlow from the chat.
Dykstra
Ay yo?
Barrett
Huh?
Oh God
Don't let Hazy see this
Dykstra
No?
I think it would be funny
@Hazy look what Bood did
Hazy
WHAT THE FUCK??
BOOD YOU MOTHERFUCKER
HOW FUCKING DARE YOU???
Bood
I'm sorry
Actually, no I'm not
But there is something I need to talk to you about
That he really can't be here for
Hazy
Make a new group chat then????
Bood
Nah man, I'm already in enough of them
I can barely keep track of them all
Barrett
Okay, Mr Popular
Bood
Shut your mouth Troy
This is important
Hazy
What could possibly be so important that you remove the love of my life from our group chat??
Dude 😭
Dykstra
Buddy, you are married
In case you forgot 😭
Hazy
GOD GAVE ME TWO HANDS FOR A REASON
Barrett
And that reason is bisexuality?
Hazy
Exactly
See? Troy gets it
Not like you other idiots
Bood
Well, congrats on finally coming out, Hazy
We're so very proud of you
But can I finally say what I want to say??
Hazy
If you have to 🙄
Let's see if it justifies your hate crime against me
Bood
Damn Hazy
Calm down, will you? 💀
I take it that none of you are on Twitter
I thought Cassie made you delete your Twitter
Because of the addiction you've developed recently
Bood
She did
But that didn't stop me
Hazy
It also certainly didn't stop you from breaking my fucking heart 💔
Barrett
Okay, Drama Queen
Dykstra
Do you actually have anything else to bring to the conversation or are you just going to continue to throw around nicknames?
Barrett
Well, that depends
I can also explain in great detail what Harris and I have been doing in the hotel room next to yours after our last away game
If you'd prefer that, Evan
Dykstra
Yeah, no thanks
I'm good, actually
But look who's rediscovering his feisty side
Proud of you, my guy
Barrett
Shut up. 😐
Bood
Guys
About what I saw on Twitter
Fine
I'll play along
What did you see on Twitter, Bood?
Bood
Thanks for asking Nick
At least someone seems interested in what I have to say
I'll tell you
Hazy
Oh my fucking God
Get to the fucking point already
Bood
So impatient...
Apparently Marlow and Hollzy were seen looking at houses together
Here in Ottawa
Okay, nevermind actually
I don't want to know anymore
I'm excluding myself from this conversation
Barrett
Wait Bood
What are you implying?
Bood
I'm not implying anything
I'm just sharing the discoveries I've made
But it sounds like you're saying that you think Shane and Marlow are dating and buying a house together
Bood
I thought you were excluding yourself from the conversation, Nicky?
Make up your mind
But honestly
Would that be so far-fetched??
Dykstra
I kinda see your point
I mean, Marlow did come out as bi a few weeks ago
Maybe he did it so they can hard launch?
Hazy
Ohhhh my name is Shane Hollander, I'm the best fucking hockey player in the league and collect hot men to love me like they're fucking Pokémon
Man fuck you
Dykstra
The idea alone struck a nerve, eh Hazy?
Hazy
I hate you, Evan
I hope your wife leaves you for Roz
Dykstra
AY????
TAKE THAT BACK
Hazy
NEVER
FUCK YOU
Barrett
Guys please
Let's be for real here
Hollzy was dating Roz until like 2 months ago
Dykstra
Yeah so?
Barrett
Do you really think that Hollander
The human equivalent of a fucking vault
Would hard launch a relationship with his ex-boyfriend's best friend after just a few weeks of dating?
Troy has a point
All of this seems very unlike Shane
Dykstra
I mean fair
But do we actually even really know that Roz and Hollzy were together?
Could've been a one-sided thing for Roz
Bood
Wait.
You're so right.
Did you guys get lobotomised or something
What the actual fuck is going on right now?
Barrett
Alright
Let's not go there and use our brains, okay?
Sometimes it's okay to not form every thought
I promise
And in case you forgot, Hollzy and Roz were both in the WAGs group chat as each other's partners
That's how we heard about their break up in the first place
Remember?
Dykstra
But is Lily really Roz, though?
And you called me stupid for not getting the names at first
Look at what Evan's doing
Why is no one pointing and laughing at him now?
Bood
No, because it does make sense
No, it fucking doesn't??
Hazy
OR
And hear me out on this
Hollzy is using his real estate fetish to help Marlow find a good house?
Dykstra
You just don't want to accept that they could actually be together
Bood
I fear it is real
A few more photos were just leaked
Of them kissing 👀
Hazy
What??
Fuck it.
I'm re-downloading Twitter to check
OKAY, Bood you're insane
It was a fucking CHEEK KISS
Dykstra
Hollzy never kisses anyone on the cheek, though
He also doesn't seem like the type to enjoy PDA in general
Barrett
Maybe the kiss was just a greeting?
Yeah
Maybe Marlow is french or something
Or Marlow got excited that Shane helped him find the perfect house and gave him a kiss on the cheek to thank him
I don't know
Dykstra
That would be a very oddly timed coincidence
And why would Marlow even want to buy a house in Ottawa in the first place?
No, it wouldn't be??
And I don't fucking know why he would need a house here
But, guys please
Let's not blow this out of proportion
I'm sure there's a logical explanation for all of this
That doesn't have to do with them dating
And like, even if they were, which i'm not saying they are, would it really be such a big deal?
Bood
It might be a big deal
If Hollzy left our Cap to get with his best friend
You don't even know for sure if that's true or not
And besides, that's their private lives
We already got involved enough
So stop it with the assumptions
Dykstra
Why are you taking Hollzy's side now?
The evidence is kinda stacking up against him...
I'm not taking anyone's side
I'm just trying to get you all to use your fucking brains
And not villainize Shane before you know both sides of the story
But I really shouldn't be surprised
Most of you are showing clear bias towards Roz
Very obviously so
Bood
What do you mean?
It's not that obvious
Oh, so you admit that you're favoring Roz?
I thought so
But you want an example? Okay.
Do you remember our last away game?
In the locker room before the game started
Shane had a fucking panic attack and neither of you gave a shit
You were too busy ignoring him and talking about Roz in front of him
How much you wish he was there, etc.
In front of his presumed ex-boyfriend
Like a bunch of insensitive fucking pricks
Hazy
Oh, fuck
Really??
I'm actually surprised that you didn't notice it, Hazy
And you call yourself perceptive...
But God forbid, Roz listens to one sad song
Suddenly you're all over him
Even though he's doing fine
Better than fine
He's also hanging out with the WAGs
And he has the support from all of you
While Shane essentially has no one
So give him a fucking break

----
Support group for Hollanov survivors

HAYDEN PIKE
YOU BITCH
YOU'RE ON MY SHIT LIST NOW
Hayden
What?
Sorry but, what the fuck did I do now?
Bood removed me from the secret Cens group chat
And I'm blaming you
Hayden
I have nothing to do with this
Like actually
I didn't talk to them about this
LIAR
Hayden
I'm not lying??
Dude, what the fuck??
Rose
Listen
I also love blaming Hayden for everything, as much as the next person
Hayden
EXCUSE ME???
Rose
But I think this is more on the guys being dumb rather than Hayden actually being at fault
Svetlana
You are defending princess baby bitch boy Pike?
Are you feeling alright мой цветок?
Rose
I'm just thinking that maybe Bood probably saw the paparazzi photos of Shane and Cliff looking at houses together 😬😬
And wanted to talk to the guys about it without you around
Just a thought
Oh
So, that's why Ilya is blowing up my phone
I should've known the cheek kiss was a bad idea
Oops, my bad 😬






  
    Chapter End Notes

    don't want to say that the boys have reached the peak of their level of stupidity, but they're pretty damn close 😭😂

russian translations:

мой цветок - my flower
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  The Secret Society of Hot Milfs + Lisa the Hottie

Hey ladies
Heads up
Cassie Boodram added Harris Drover to the chat.
Caitlin
Oh? 👀
Jackie
Hello? 👀
Lisa
Wow, I really need to watch what I say now
Great
Don't worry, Lisa
There is a reason why I added him
@Harris tell them what you just told me
Harris
Are you sure??
Lisa
👀👀👀
Very sure
More sure than I have ever been about anything in my life
Harris
Ok...?
Lisa
SPEAK YOUR TRUTH LITTLE GAY MAN
Harris
Little gay man?? 😭💀
Caitlin
It's what you are
Meant with love, of course ❤️
Harris
Ok, I guess??
Whatever 😭
Cassie this feels wrong
I really shouldn't tell them
I shouldn't have told anyone really
Not even you 😭
Lisa
Did you catch someone fuck or what's going on with you?
Harris
Uhm 😬
Lisa
👀👀
Caitlin
👀👀
Jackie
He caught Shane and Ilya hooking up in a storage closet
Shane texted me
Lisa
LMAO
I know this shouldn't be funny
But that's hilarious
Lisa Hayes changed the group name to "The Secret Society of Hot Milfs, Lisa the Hottie + Harris the Traumatized Little Gay Man".
Harris
I don't like that name
I have more distinguishing qualities than just being a gay man 😭😭
It's also a little long, don't you think?
Cassie Boodram changed the group name to "The Secret Society of Hot Milfs, Lisa the Hottie + Harris the Baddie".
Can't forget that our boy Harris pulled TROY FUCKING BARRETT
That's a legendary baddie move 😘
Lisa
Oh my God, so fair
I'm sorry Harris
For not recognizing your game 🤭
Harris
Yes, I like that better
Thank you Cassie
But back to business
@Jackie WHAT DO YOU MEAN HE TEXTED YOU??
Oh God 😭
I feel awful
Not about being proven right of course
That feels great
Not even catching them in the "act" necessarily
Caitlin
Oh, baby 😭
Do you need bleach for your eyes?
Harris
I'm good, I've seen worse
They were still mostly clothed
But I feel horrible for finding out about their relationship rather than them telling me 🫠
I mean, they did tell me
After they caught me
Because I ran off like an idiot after walking in on them
I should've known better than to try and run away from two professional athletes 🧍🏽‍♂️
But I digress
Because Hollzy looked so sad when they told me about it
Probably because they didn't have the chance to tell me before I found out...
I'm rambling, sorry
I just feel so bad
Jackie
Don't apologize for rambling, because I totally understand you
I also still feel bad about taking the opportunity away from them
Harris
You caught them, too?
Jackie
Yes 😅
And so did Shane's parents
Those two actually never had the chance to tell someone about their relationship on their own time
They've always gotten caught or found out one way or another
Oh my God 😭😭
Caitlin
No wonder he looked sad...
He's definitely not ready for more people to know
Lisa
If only he knew that we all already know 😭😭
Harris
Seriously??
Never??
Jackie
Never...
But honestly, there's nothing for you to worry about
He's not mad that you caught them actually
Shane told me that after the initial shock, he is more relieved than anything that you didn't cause a scene
Or hate him now
Harris
What?
Why should I hate him?
Did he forget that I'm gay, too?
Caitlin
He's worried that the team hates him
At least that's what Ilya told me
Harris
Huh??
Why should he think that??
I didn't really notice anything off about the team?
I mean, Roz not being around shifted the dynamics a bit, but I didn't get the vibe that they "hate" Hollzy?
We have absolutely no idea
And our boys are not telling us anything either
Harris
That's so strange...
Selena
Hey girls
Also hey Harris :)
Welcome to the chat!!
Sorry, I've been quiet for a moment there
But I can shed some light on whatever is going on
I think
Actually, I don't know
But Nick is PISSED at the boys right now
And I don't know why
He actually went for a run to calm himself down
Which is odd for multiple reasons
1. He LOATHES running
2. It's pouring outside
He's definitely going to get sick :(((
I don't know what's going on, but I'm very worried about him
Caitlin
That's really weird
Did he say anything before he left?
Selena
He just murmured something that I couldn't quite make out
And then left... 
He didn't even take his phone with him
Or his keys
I've never seen him like this
Normally when he's worked up about something, he talks to me about it
But not now...
And while I am curious about what's going on, I won't look through his phone
Lisa
Lisa
???
I wasn't going to suggest you do that??
Caitlin
Girl
Be actually so fucking for real right now
Lisa
...
Okay fine
I was thinking of suggesting that
I just thought it could help if Nick doesn't want to tell you
Selena
I really want to know
But I won't betray his trust by snooping around in his phone
I'll just ask him later or tomorrow when he had the chance to calm down a bit
Jackie
Something definitely happened
Even Hayden's being all weird
But he literally knows nothing about what the guys are currently doing
Because he's not involved in anything
He only knows that Marlow was removed from the secret Cens group chat
Harris
There's a secret Cens group chat??
Does Troy know about that??
Jackie
Yes, he's in it
Harris
WHAT??
Please tell me this won't turn into a PR nightmare 😭
I already have enough on my plate with Ilya "I refuse to get media trained" Rozanov 😭
Lisa
From what we know it's just the guys planning something
Originally it was created to talk about how they want to get Roz and "Jane" back together
Because they think they broke up
Which they didn't
But the guys don't know that Jane is actually Shane
Because they are STUPID
Harris
I have seen with my own two eyes that these guys are NOT broken up
Why would they even think that?
WAIT
OH MY GOD
IN THE WAGS GROUP CHAT
THEY WERE RIGHT IN FRONT OF MY EYES
LILY ILYA
JANE SHANE
It's so obvious how did I not get it??
Lisa
Your braincell is hard at work
So proud of you Harris
Harris
Shut up Lisa
Okay, so let me get this right
Hollander and Rozanov were in the WAGs group chat?
As Jane and Lily?
Each other's "girlfriends"?
Caitlin
Yes
Because technically they're both WAGs and not
Harris
Right, of course
But then Hollander / Jane left the chat and Rozanov / Lily said that he and "Jane" are taking a break
Yup
Because they don't know that we know about them
Harris
Ok, gotcha
And now the guys think that "Jane" and Rozanov are broken up and plan to get them back together
Lisa
And apparently they're being very stupid about it
When even Nick "Sunshine Care Bear" Chouinard got mad as fuck at them
Harris
Ok, but what does this have to do with them being angry with Hollzy?
I fail to see a correlation there
Caitlin
That's the part we also don't understand
I have the fear that Shane thinks that they know, but for some reason find him being gay so revolting that they exclude him now
Harris
Which would be insane
For multiple reasons
But also a fucking PR nightmare
I think it's time we got involved
We have to fix this somehow
Before it gets even worse
Lisa
But how are we supposed to fix this without outing Roz and Hollzy?
That's what we're struggling with mostly
Harris
They're dead set on not telling the team?
Jackie
Shane wanted to tell the team after the Montreal game
But things started to spiral after Ilya got hurt
As we all remember...
I need to wrap him into a blanket and give him hot beverage that fits his stupid diet
And tell him that everything will be okay 😭
Jackie
One step ahead of you
He's currently at our house
Building a blanket fort with Arthur
While explaining Hockey terms to him
I don't think I've seen Shane this excited about something in a while
Selena
Bless him
Bless your son
And bless you, too, Jackie ❤️
Jackie
I'm just looking out for my first son ❤️
Hayden and I like to joke that Shane's our practice kid, don't ask
Lisa
Nah, I see it
Love that, because he definitely is
Also, I just talked to Zane
He won't say shit about what happened
But I think it could be a good idea to get everyone in a room together to just talk shit out
So, I'm making Zane host a BBQ next week
We are all adults, so we should start acting as such
Caitlin
Good idea ❤️
And yes, this shit already went on for wayyyy too long
Zane's creating a group chat with everyone, see you there ❤️

----
Bood's BBQ Breakdown

Zane Boodram created "Bood's BBQ Breakdown".
Zane Boodram added xx members to the chat.
Hey everyone!! :)
I'm sure you all have noticed too, that the vibes in the team are a little weird lately
So Zane and I thought it would be a good idea to get everyone together to talk things out ❤️
We're aiming for next Saturday
Let me know if you're available, please ❤️
Barrett
I know for a fact that this wasn't at all Bood's idea
He just wants to make a BBQ
Bood
Troy for fucks sake
You're actually very correct about that, Troy
Barrett
Knew it lol
Harris and I can make it :)
Right? @Harris
Harris
That's right :)
We'll be there :)
Selena
Nick and I will also be there :)
Hazy
Same for me and Lisa 
Lisa
Yesss 😚
Caitlin
Evan and I will be there as well
Dykstra
🙂‍↕️
Pike
The Pikes are also coming 🫡
Jackie
I'm looking forward to it!! :)
Roz
i cannot come to the bbq
i am sorry
sveta and i are in russia next weekend
plane tickets are already booked
so we cannot change our plans anymore
but please do the team bbq anyway
keep me updated, yes?
Bood
You're going back to Russia??
Roz
only for a few days
we are leaving on friday
and will fly home on sunday
Dykstra
But why?
You were very sure that you'll never go back last time I asked you
Roz
this will be the final time
one more visit to my mamas grave
and sveta is coming for emotional support
Caitlin
That's very nice of her :)
I know you're probably not excited about going to Russia in general, but I'm very glad that you have this opportunity 
Say Hi to your Mama from us ❤️
Roz
thank you cait
will do ❤️
but i have a question
why is hollander not in the group chat, bood?
Bood
OH FUCK
I'm so sorry
Zane Boodram added Shane Hollander to the chat.
Bood
Hi Hollzy
So sorry for forgetting you to add you
Please read up and let us know if you're available :)
Hollzy
👍






  
    Chapter End Notes

    i have promised this in a comment reply before, but i'll do a disclaimer here now too:

this story does NOT include a public outing. i hate that this is canon for them, they deserve so much better than that. so that's not something for you to worry about. i promise!!
things will come to a burning point at the bbq (ha ha) but not in a "the world is finding out about their relationship" kinda way.

(i'm not saying it won't be angsty though hehheehhehehehehehehe)
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Lily 🌷🌸





Hey ❤️

How's Boston?


hello любимый ❤️

the city is like i never left it

i was recognized by a lot of fans at the airport today

seems like the boston fans miss me

probably because they have not won anything since i left 😈


Could be haha


haha?

are you ok?


What?

Of course I am?

Why are you asking?


you never say "haha"


There's a first time for everything, I guess?

I'm fine


yes ok...

i am sorry for asking again

but are you really sure everything is alright with you?

i can change the flight and come back to ottawa right now if something is wrong

sveta will not mind

probably


Svetlana will definitely mind if you leave her to come back to me instead of going to Russia


she will live


Yeah, but maybe you won't

Never underestimate Svetlana's anger


she is not that scary

and i care about you


I know you do and I appreciate it, but there's no need to be worried about me

And this trip is important to you

Everything is okay

And everything will be okay on Saturday

I promise


ok

but shane

text or call me when you want to talk

no matter what time it is

i will drop everything for you

yes?


Yes, of course

Thank you ❤️

Sorry, I have to go now

I have a meeting with Coach

Я тебя люблю

I hope you have a good flight ❤️


i love you too ❤️



~~~~


Cliff Marlow




Cliff.

You're coming to Ottawa tomorrow.

Book a flight right now.


Hello Shane

It's so good to hear from you, my friend

Thank you for asking, I'm doing great

How are you?


I don't have time for this Cliff

I'm freaking out


Okay, wrong energy from me

Reading the room now, sorry

You need me to come to Ottawa

I can do that

But why?

And why are you freaking out?


There's a BBQ at Boodram's house tomorrow

And you're coming with me

Because there's actually no fucking way I'm going there alone


Why would you be going there alone?

What about Ilya?

When it's a team meeting he'll be there too, right?


No, because he's on a plane to Moscow right now

And he won't be back until Sunday

Please Cliff

I actually can't do this alone, I think


Oh shit yeah, that was this week

Sorry, I totally forgot

Don't worry, I'll be there

I'm booking a flight as we speak


Thank you.


But I feel like I need a little context here

Why don't you want to go alone?

Did something happen with your team?


Oh, no nothing happened

They just hate me

Probably

I don't know


What?

Walk me through your thought process

Why do you think they hate you?


It's like I don't exist to them anymore

I was able to handle it at first

I thought I just said something wrong at first

But it started escalating more and more

And then Boodram "forgot" to add me to the BBQ group chat


What the fuck?


I KNOW

There's no fucking way he just "forgot" me

He didn't add me on purpose and thought no one would call him out

And the thing that bothers me the most is that NO ONE ACTUALLY DID

Except for Ilya

Like I'm nothing to these people

I don't need this shit again

I've experienced enough of this kind of bullshit in Montreal

I can't do this again


First the obligatory FUCK MONTREAL

Those fuckers don't deserve SHIT

And now back to the topic

I understand that this looks bad

Because it does

Fucking asshole behavior from all fronts

And I'm sorry that you have to go through shit like this again

It's really not fair 

And please don't get this the wrong way, but why do you even want to go to the BBQ if you feel "unwanted" there?


That's what pisses me off the most

I feel like I owe them


What.


What?


Why would you owe them anything when THEY are the ones treating YOU like shit??


I don't know

The idea behind it is to fix the "weird vibes" in the team

And since shit is "weird" because of me, I should at least put in the effort


You don't owe them anything, but I guess I see your point

I will tear them a new one if they dare to say one bad thing about you

Trust.


I really don't want to cause a scene, though

Just want to get it over with

So please don't cause a scene either

Like actually don't


I'll try my best

But is it really the entire team that's like this??


Almost all of them, yes

The only one who still acknowledges me as normal is Nick

Hayden, too. Whenever he's around

Which isn't that often just yet

The worst ones are Boodram and Dykstra

It's so weird

They're so normal about Troy, Harris and even Luca

They're basically glued to Ilya, too

But act like I don't exist?


That really is weird

But the Ilya thing is my fault, I think


What the fuck are you talking about?


They asked me for advice on how to deal with Ilya after a break up

Because they think he and Jane broke up

And I told them to not leave his side

To fuck with him


Oh.


I never said anything about ignoring you, though???

I just wanted them to get on Ilya's nerves a bit, because I thought it would be funny

I'm so sorry, Shane

I didn't expect my prank to blow out of proportion like that


It's okay

I mean, they didn't ignore me at first

Maybe someone else told them to ignore me

Or something

I don't know


Did you tell Ilya about this?

Like, does he know you're freaking out?


No

I mean, he knows that the team is a bit weird around me lately, but I haven't told him about the whole extend of it yet

And before he left, I told him everything's fine

That he doesn't have to worry about a thing

And it will stay that way


But why?

He would want to know if you're not doing well


If I had told him, he would've insisted on staying home and coming with me to the BBQ

So he wouldn't have gone to Russia

And if he would've stay, he wouldn't have ben able to see his mom's grave for probably the last time in his life

He already gave up enough to be with me in the first place

He moved teams to fuck ass Ottawa for me

Left behind everything and everyone that he loved in Boston, just to be closer to me

He's not missing out on this opportunity because of my bullshit

I'm not letting him do that


Okay, makes sense

But why won't the the team just push the BBQ a week back?

So instead of this week, it would be next week?

It would make more sense for the entire team to be there, no?


So you want me to die from stress?

Is that it?

Suffer a fucking heart attack?

Or cardiac arrest?

Stress-induced stroke? 

Do you hate me, too?


Woah what

No??

Why should I hate you?

You're my friend Shane

Nothing's going to change that


The team said that too

Yet they hate me

Men are liars


You're a man, too

In case you forgot


Yeah, I'm a man

A man that has been lying to the entire world for the past 10 years about who he truly is and will continue to do so for another while

But whatever, it probably won't matter soon


That sounds a little too ominous for my liking

What are you planning?


No.

I didn't mean it like that.

I'm not planning anything.

Don't worry about it.


I feel like I should


See you tomorrow, Cliff

Send me your flight infortmation, please

So I can pick you up from the airport


Okay, will do

See you tomorrow, Shane

Hang in there

Everything will be fine








  
    Chapter End Notes

    *rubs hands together evily* oh yes, it's all coming together ehehhehehehhe

russian translations:

любимый - darling
Я тебя люблю - I love you
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  Cliff Marlow

I'll arrive in Ottawa at about half past nine
Couldn't get an earlier flight, sorry

----
Shane re-read Cliff's message after he pulled up to the airport parking lot, perfectly on time. His current stressful situation may have caused some time blindness for him lately in other areas of his life, but never when it came to picking someone up.
He makes a promise and is there on time. Always. It's something he was taught, that was engraved into his very being. And since Cliff was only flying to Ottawa because Shane had asked him to, being late would also just be incredibly rude.
So he sat in his car, texted Cliff his exact location and was now waiting for his friend to leave the airport building. He definitely wasn't mad that Cliff was arriving this late, he was glad about it actually.
He tapped his steering wheel impatiently and felt catapulted back in time. To the day he picked up Ilya from the airport, this exact same airport, taking him to the cottage.
His cottage, his safe place. The place that feels more like home than any other apartment or house he owned. Secretly, or maybe not so secretly, Shane wished that he could just drive there instead. Avoid all responsibilities, all human contact. Just exist in peace at his favorite place. But he made himself swear to at least show face for an hour or so at the Boodram house.
He tried to be optimistic. That maybe this BBQ and team meeting would result in something positive. He would learn why exactly his team has been acting the way it was. Why he was having flashbacks to the most unsavoury time of his life. That everything was just one big misunderstanding that could be cleared up. That they would all laugh about it tomorrow.
He wanted it all to finally make sense. He hoped it would be that easy.
Maybe he should listen to happier music while waiting. It would probably help with his mood, help take his nerves off the things to come, but he couldn't bring himself to do it.
He wasn't even a big music listener to begin with, at least he didn't used to be. Usually he would just not listen to anything. At most a hockey podcast or something like that. But not Phoebe Bridgers, Noah Kahan or the sadder part of Taylor Swift's discography. Before Ilya he wouldn't have even thought of listening to any of those artists.
"There is no wrong music, only the wrong mood," Ilya had said, but Shane had absolutely no idea what he meant. At least not at first.
Ilya changed him. Changed him to the better. Showed him another side of the world, one he had missed before. Songs that would made him feel emotions, he never thought music could make him feel. Lyrics that would describe his personality a little too well, basically analyzing his very being.
So he sat in his car, his finger tapping to the beat, as the lyrics of this is me trying by Taylor Swift read him to filth.
He was enthralled by the soft melodies of the playlist that Ilya had created for him. The playlist Ilya had named "wolf birds & plastic heart rings". The perfect name. Because whenever Shane saw it pop up on his screen, he was reminded of Ilya. His favorite moments with Ilya. God, he fucking missed Ilya. Despite his boyfriend only being gone for like a day now, Shane still felt his absence deep in his heart.
Shane knew that neither of them had a necessarily easy time right now. In very different ways, of course. Ilya had to face his grief, something he had bundled up for over a decade. Shane had to face his fear of confrontation, or lack thereof. There wouldn't be a fear to face for him if there was no confrontation. Or a word spoken to him. Or a glance in his direction.
They hated him, there was no other explanation. They know the truth and hate him, just like Mont- Shane shook off the thought.
He sighed. Try to be optimistic, everything will be fine. He tried to remind himself, worried that he would get lost in his head again.
"Interesting song choice," the sudden presence in his vicinity made him flinch. Cliff Marlow got into his car and Shane didn't even notice. His eyes flicked to the display of his car. The next song started playing without him paying attention. The Archer by Taylor Swift. Another song that fits a little too well for his liking.
"We don't have to listen to it, if you don't want to," Shane reached for his phone, ready to change to a different, less emotional playlist, but Cliff only shook his head.
"No need, I don't mind," he chuckled and fastened his seatbelt. Shane could tell that Cliff tried to make the atmosphere in the car less anxious, the tension so thick it could be cut with a knife. "I honestly can't wait to get some food. I heard many great things about Bood's barbecuing skills, so I have high expectations," Shane laughed nervously, as he shifted his car into gear.


----


The car ride to Boodram's house was rather quiet, Cliff noticed that Shane wasn't in the mood to chat. He tried to make conversation at first, but gave up quickly when he couldn't get any answers out of Shane. Instead, they drove in silence, a comfortable one at that, until the car came to a stop infront of their destination.
Cliff noticed Shane's suddenly quickened breathing pattern, which filled him with worry all over again. "We don't have to go in if you don't want to. I won't judge you," he placed his hand on Shane's shoulder to reassure him that he had his back no matter what he chose to do. "We could also drive to your house, get some take out and chill."
Shane loved that plan, he really did. But right now he was too stubborn to run. Just like Ilya, he had to face his fears right now. Running away wouldn't help him. It would most likely only make things worse.
"No," He took a deep, sharp breath and shook his head, "I'm not running away from this. But I'll take you up on that offer later, maybe."
"Sounds good. But remember, I'm here as your plus one, so if you want to leave, I'll leave with you," Shane nodded, inviting Cliff was probably the best idea he had.
He thought so at least, but unfortunately was soon proven wrong.
As soon as the two men entered the house, Shane felt dozens of eyes on him and Cliff, analyzing their every moves. As if they knew something that he didn't.


----
inconspicuous group chat

Hazy
Holy shit he brought Marlow
So they're actually a thing?
Like for real?
Barrett
He could've brought him as a friend?
Dykstra
Feels a little too convenient tbh
Roz isn't here and suddenly he brings someone?
Bood
True
Feels like odd timing

----
Nick promised himself that he wouldn't look at the group chat. He saw that his teammates took their phones out, as soon as Shane and Marlow walked him. He had a bad feeling, so he had to break his promise.
Those fucking idiots. He immediately felt angry again. The same anger he experienced last week when the rumors of Shane and Marlow's "relationship" were first discussed.
Obviously he didn't want to cause a scene, this meetup was meant for team bonding, not further destruction. But he shouldn't just ignore it either. He couldn't let this go on for a moment longer.
Nick knew that he wasn't able to do this alone. He needed help.
"Selena, baby," he approached his wife, who was currently chatting with Jackie Pike. "Sorry to interrupt your conversation, but I really need to talk to you. All the WAGs actually. In private."
From his defeated tone alone, Selena knew that this was important to Nick, so without further questions, she nodded. "I'll grab them and meet you in the other room," a quick kiss on the cheek later, Selena and Jackie rushed off to do exactly that.
"Okay Nick, what's up?" Cassie Boodram was the last to arrive at the crisis WAG meeting where Harris, Jackie, Lisa, Selena, Caitlin and Nick were already and closed the door behind her.
"I'm very sorry for dragging you all off like that, but I can't stay quiet anymore. I'll actually lose my mind," he started and sank down on a chair, the WAGs and Harris exchanging worried looks. "It's about Shane and why the team is treating him like this. They're being so stupid it's actually starting to hurt," he paused, as if his conscience stopped him. As if he was about to reveal something that he shouldn't.
And Jackie immediately understood what it was, she has seen this before with Hayden. "We know about Shane and Ilya."
"Thank God," Nick sighed in relief, "okay so, I have to give you a little bit of context, I think. So that everything makes at least some sense. The guys know about Shane and Roz, well most of them. We found out about a week before the game against Montreal. Roz created a group chat with us, where we talked about how exactly he expects us to fuck up Montreal, but that's not the important part. He slipped up, accidentally referring to Shane as 'my Shane' and that's where we all first connected the dots.
Bood then created another group chat, without Roz this time. We talked about their relationship, but that started to spiral out of control when we heard that Shane, or well Jane, left the WAGs chat and Roz as Lily announced that they're taking a break. The guys went with it and started planning how they want to get Roz and Shane back together.
All innocent, all fine at first. But then Bood added Marlow to the chat. He gave them some shit advice. On purpose probably, I don't really know, but I also don't care. Said that we shouldn't leave Roz's side, no matter what he says or does. I immediately knew that was stupid, but the guys didn't bother to question Marlow's intentions. And I mean, it did help with morale for a while. We were growing closer as a team, until Evan then had the idea to ask Pike for advice on how to deal with Shane. Cheer him up and some such.
I honestly don't know what Pike said exactly, but I'm very sure that Evan misunderstood him. Maybe accidentally, maybe on purpose, I can't tell anymore. Because I refuse to believe that Pike would tell us, the team, his best friend's team, to completely ignore Shane's existence. There's no fucking way Pike would do that to his best friend. That's why the vibes of the team are so off lately. A whole truckload of stupid misunderstandings.
But unfortunately that's not the end. Arguably, the worst part is yet to come. Because now most of the guys think that Shane is dating Marlow. They assume that Shane is dating his ex-boyfriend's best friend and even if that was the case, which I really don't think it is, I don't get why they are so bothered by it. They're isolating him even more because of a stupid fucking rumor. And that's how we got here, why I'm asking you all for help to fix this. Please help me fix this, I can't do it alone," Nick finished his explanation, which definitely turned into more of a rant and his head in his hands, genuinely devastated by this entire situation. He hated what such an innocent attempt of getting their broken up teammates back together has turned into. Selena pulled her husband into a hug, he looked like he really needed one.
There was a moment of quiet, where the partners of his teammates were digesting the things that they had learned. Just staring at nothing for a moment. Only muffled murmurs of the social event that was happening outside of the room to be heard.
"Okay wow," Caitlin Dykstra was the first one to break the silence. "I knew my husband can be stupid, but that seriously takes the cake."
"I'm sure they meant well at one point, but they're executing it so poorly, it's almost laughable. If it wasn't so hurtful to Shane," Harris commented.
"I also refuse to believe that Hayden told them to ignore Shane, that doesn't sound like him at all." Jackie crossed her arms in front of her chest, pondering what Hayden could've told them exactly and how they could misunderstand him this badly.
"I think we need to get Marlow in here and tell him what's going on," Cassie suggested, "Shane most likely brought him here for emotional support. Which also means that he'll be the only one who can really get through to Shane right now."
Cassie didn't even bother to wait for a reaction from her fellow WAGs, Harris or Nick. She quickly slipped out of the room to fetch Marlow and get him up to speed.
They all wanted to fix it, before it was too late. Before something would happen.
----
"You're back. Good," Shane felt a wave of relief rushing over him, when he saw Cliff had returned after being dragged off by Cassie. But that feeling of relief only lasted for a second. Stress arose yet again, as he noticed Cliff's expression. "Everything okay?"
Shane stood isolated from the rest of the party, not because he wanted to of course. Vibes have gotten even more tense, the second he and Cliff stepped foot into the house.
And from the way Cliff looked it at him, he figured that he would soon learn the reason why.
"I talked to the WAGs," Cliff glaned over to the team, before looking back at Shane. "I need to tell you something."
He couldn't believe what he was hearing. While Cliff was retelling everything that he just learned from the WAGs and his teammate, Shane struggled to really grasp what his friend was saying exactly.
But one thing stood out like a sore thumb and he didn't know why it was exactly that what bothered him so much, but he felt his blood starting to boil.
"You're kidding me, right?" Shane asked, quietly at first, barely loud enough to be heard over the music that was playing. Cliff shook his head and continued to tell Shane what the WAGs had told him minutes prior.
"You're kidding me, right?!" Shane repeated, a lot louder this time. Loud enough to get some of the other people to perk up.
"You good, Hollzy?" Dykstra's voice rang through the room. He dares to ask if I'm good?! Shane's head snapped in the direction of his teammate.
"You want to know if I'm good?! Really?!" He felt all the bundled up stress of the past weeks, turn into rage. Pure, unfiltered rage. And also another emotion, that Shane couldn't quite identify yet. "You're seriously asking me if I'm good? Are you kidding me? Now you care?"
Suddenly the attention of everyone was on him, normally Shane would hate it. Despise it even, but he couldn't get himself to care right now. He was too furious to think straight.
"You think I brought him as my boyfriend?" Of all the things, that assumption probably pissed him off the most.
"We don't care if you guys are together," Boodram tried to argue, only fanning the flames more. Not intentional, of course. He tried to show Shane how supportive they wanted to be, in their own stupid way. But it had the opposite effect right now.
"I'm not dating him. Ilya and I never broke up! I brought Cliff because I was freaking out and didn't want to come here alone. And do you want to know why I didn't feel comfortable coming alone? Because of this. Because of all of you. As if you misunderstanding Hayden's advice to give me space and as a result just straight up ignore me for months wasn't already bad enough. But now you think that I'm the kind of person to leave his injured boyfriend only to start dating his best friend a few weeks later?
I know that I haven't been part of this team for long, but I really thought that you'd think better of me. You try your hardest to be supportive and I guess I appreciate the thought, but it's clear to me that you're not actually seeing me as the person that I am, but for the relationship that I'm in. Or not in. Because I'm really not dating Cliff.
I stopped being Shane Hollander, the hockey player and teammate, the second you found out I'm dating Ilya. Then I was just Shane, Ilya's gay little boyfriend. Don't even try to deny it, I'm not that stupid.
But Ilya's still the same guy to you that he was before. He didn't suddenly become nothing more than just my boyfriend. Maybe that's because of bias or because you already know him longer than me. You had a chance to get to know him aside from knowing that we're together. But you didn't even give me that chance. You found out about me and Ilya after just a few weeks of me joining the team and immediately forgot everything that you knew about me and just saw me as a walking advert for my sexuality. I'm so much more than that, but you don't seem to care. And that hurts. It's hurts so much.
I've been breaking my brain for weeks, trying to figure out what your problem was with me. I thought of many reasons and this is what I wanted it to be the least. I really thought that I had the chance to move on from what happened before, get a new start. Play good hockey with a team that supports me for the player that I am. That can differentiate between Shane Hollander, the player, and Shane, someone's boyfriend. But you completely forgot about that first half.
I wanted you to be better than that. I hoped you're better than that. But by reducing me to just my relationships and sexuality, you're actually not much better than Montreal. They did the same thing. More aggressively, they didn't have to hide it. Didn't sneak around behind my back to talk about me. They at least at the decency to insult me to my face, but you're too cowardly to even do that.
I don't want to be part of a team that doesn't have my back, but everyone elses. Troy's never just Harris' boyfriend and Luca also isn't just his sexuality to you, they're still people. They're still part of the team. Players you trust, while I get discarded like trash. But honestly? None of this matters anymore. Think of me what you want. It's fine.
I'll be gone next season anyway. I asked to be traded. Again. Probably doesn't speak for me to leave a team after just one season, but I don't care anymore. I just want to do my stupid job."
Had Shane planned to reveal that much? Accuse them of all of that? Probably not. He was too angry to think things through rationally. But he was also too stubborn to back down now. They hurt him and he wanted them to feel it.
And they did. For a moment after he stopped yelling, he glanced around the room, taking in all the faces that were staring at him, speechless.
"I also don't owe you any justifications. I don't owe you anything actually. Not anymore," he meant that too, he didn't want to listen to anything they had to say to him. Ar least not now. He couldn't. It would probably only make things worse. So he did the only logical thing to him.
Get out of here. Go somewhere where no one would find him.
----


Lily 🌷🌸




hello солнышко ❤️

i know it is very late for you

i am sorry for texting you while you are probably asleep

but i needed to tell you that sveta and i are back from the cemetery

we have been there for a while

basically all day

i also did not expect that i could actually talk to a stone for that long

i told her about you

spent most of the time talking about you actually

i think sveta was a little annoyed at me

but i did not care

there was a lot to tell her about you

i am sorry i did not text before

i cannot sleep and wanted to tell you about it

visiting my mama's grave as very hard

but i am happy that i did it

thank you for making me go

я так сильно тебя люблю

sleep well дорогой ❤️

i am looking forward to giving you a big hug tomorrow ❤️








  
    Chapter End Notes

    and they nicknamed him "the bolter"

russian translations:

солнышко - sun / sunshine

я так сильно тебя люблю - i love you so much
дорогой - darling

btw!! credits for the playlist name go to my friend lena hehe

i thought it fit here perfectly

here's the link: https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0gQFRJcJML1VFVr9P5OWGD?si=0505b196b0c84246
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    Chapter Notes

      double chapters today yipppeeeeee
well, this is a short in between chapter set right after chapter 24. basically a 24.5 if you will
i originally planned for this to be part of the previous chapter, but it felt better as a standalone


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  

Hayden ☄️




Shane buddy

I'm so fucking sorry

I really thought that I was giving them solid advice no one could misunderstand...

Please believe me that I never wanted any of this to happen

But, I would totally understand if you hate me because of this shitshow

I definitely couldn't blame you

Please let someone know if you're okay, though

Or at least where you went

Literally anyone would be fine

Doesn't have to be me

Again, I'm SO sorry

Love you

Be safe

Please



----


Rose Landry 🌹❤️




OMG Shane!!!!

Cliff texted our group chat and told us what happened

Are you okay???

Please call me when you see this

And if you need to a place to crash, you can come to my house

There's always room for you here!!!! ❤️❤️

I love you so much!!! ❤️❤️❤️

Take care!! ❤️



----


Svetlana Vetrova 🪐




The stupid boys have told me what happened

I have not told Ilyusha yet

But I will do it tomorrow, I promise

Today was already very hard for him

I fear hearing what happened would send him down a spiral right now

But answer his call when he calls

Please

I hope you are okay

We care about you

Both of us

And you can also always talk to me if you need

You are important to me too маленький кролик 🤎



----


Cassie Boodram



Hey Shane

I'm so sorry that all this turned into such a mess

I know you're probably avoiding everyone who's associated with the team for a while

Which is totally understandable

But it was important to me to tell you that I'm sorry

I should've told you that we all already knew about you and Ilya...

I hope you're okay



----


Cliff Marlow



Hey man

Well, that was a mess

I hope you're okay

Please drive safe wherever you're going

Oh another thing, Hayden and I updated Rose and Sveta on what happened, hope that was okay

We love you buddy, take care

Also, I'm staying at the Pike's house

So don't worry about me

Take the time to clear your head

You deserve it



----


Nick Chouinard



Hi Shane

I'm probably one of the last people that you want to talk to right now

And obviously don't feel any pressure to answer 

Like ever

But I'm very sorry that I didn't intervene sooner

I hope you're doing alright

Or, as alright as you can be after all this

I'm always here for you



----


Mom 💕



Hey Sweetie ❤️

Jackie called me

She said that you ran off?

What happened?

Please call me or your Dad when you see this



~~~~


Rook 🏒



Hey, it's Shane

But you already know that...

Since you can see my name at the top...

Sorry

And I know it's early

Sorry about that, too

But are you awake?

And also home?

I'm at your door








  
    Chapter End Notes

    i also just want to point out again that all involved parties have messed up to cause this, no one is completely innocent. that's what made the fall out so brutal
OH and another thing: if you want to have a better understanding of shane's inner monologue of the last chapter, be sure to read Conspirators by AlmostNormalYeah (the inspired work listed under this fic). they absolutely nailed it!!
russian translations:
маленький кролик - little bunny
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    Chapter Notes

      this chapter is basically a recap of pretty much everything that happened, that lead to shane's crashout (i hope i didn't forget anything lmaooooo)
i have to be honest with you, i also don't know how this fic went from a silly little group chat fic to whatever the fuck it is now
that doesn't mean i'm not enjoying it though hehe
i've been struggling for YEARS to get back into writing (stopped around 2022, i think) and wanted to get my spark back so badly. it just didn't happen. until now. i'm very glad that i decided to jump over my own shadow and post the first chapter of this fic when i did. and while i'm already being sappy: i want to thank you all again for reading and letting me know your thoughts in the comments. it's incredibly motivating and also just makes me fucking happy!!!
thank you!!! love you all MWAH MWAH enjoy the chapter!! ❤️❤️


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Old Dinosaur 🦕

Good Morning, Rozanov
Or, Good Afternoon
I know you're in Russia, but I don't actually know what time it is for you right now
what do you want hunter
is really not a good time
and is afternoon for me
and yes i am in russia
at the airport though
i am flying back to ottawa soon
Is there a way for you to change your flight?
You really need to come to New York
why would i want to fly to new york?
i just want to get home to my shane
Well, then you should really come to New York
Because Shane's here
At my house
And I think he really needs you right now
oh
yes, i will change my flight
thank you for letting me know, old man

----
FUCK MONTREAL

Ilya Rozanov changed the group name to "idiots i will maybe murder".
Ilya Rozanov added Cliff Marlow to the chat.
Ilya Rozanov added Hayden Pike to the chat.
Ilya Rozanov added Luca Haas to the chat.
alright gentlemen
sveta told me about what happened
you are responsible that shane is not answering any of my texts
but i want to hear your side too
so
what happened?
Haasy
You seem surprisingly calm right now
But I can't really tell if that's a good or bad sign
do not push it little luca
sveta does not want me to jump to conclusions
i think that is saying
she knows you are all dumb
but says shane and i are dumb too
because we suck at keeping secrets apparently
she says that everyone did stupid things
and now i want to know exactly what stupid things you all did
and you better do not leave out any details
Bood
Honestly, I completely lost track
We fucked up so bad
I don't even know when we started to drift off
Dykstra
I swear, we only meant well
Hazy
Meant well my fucking ass honestly
Did you not listen to Hollzy yesterday??
Dykstra
Right.
Sorry.
Chouinard
I'm glad you're finally understanding how poorly you've acted towards Shane...
I know, that I'm also not completely innocent myself, since I did take part in your plans in the beginning as well
But it was very concerning to me when you didn't realize that you're going completely off the rails and refused to listen to me...
Anyway
Earlier today, I actually sat down with the WAGs and Harris and we made a list of events that we think eventually lead to this mess
We thought it could help?
yes, good
please tell us the timeline nick
i want to hear it
and again, do not leave out any details
Chouinard
Glady.
The first part of it was whatever happened with Montreal
We don't really have a lot of details, but from what he said yesterday and Cassie told us
It was very bad
Hazy
"Very bad" seems like the understatement of the century actually
because it is
i do not even know the full story
i know some parts of it, of course
but not everything that happened before his trade
he will not tell me
Bood
Oh shit, really??
Hazy
Wow...
I expected you of all people to know
Dykstra
Does anyone know the full extent of what happened?
Pike
I do
And I know that Rozanov hates me for it
i hate you for many reasons
but not for knowing
you went through a very shitty time, too
it was bonding experience for you
a fucking horrible one
but it made you closer
even i cannot hate you for being a good friend to my shane
no matter how much i would want to
Pike
Wow, okay
That was actually very nice
Thank you, Rozanov
russia trip has me in a very sentimental mood
do not get used to it
is also the only reason why you are all still alive
but that is not important now
nick continue please
Chouinard
Right, sure
While I don't know what happened with Montreal, Jackie mentioned that apparently Shane was traded to Ottawa as a form of "punishment"??
But honestly, I'm very confused about what that means exactly
they thought ottawa is a shit team
and ottawa paid well
and montreal did not know that shane and i are together
they helped us by planning to harm shane
чертовы идиоты
Hazy
So they essentially threw him away, collected a fuck ton of money and thought he would never win again?
Is that it?
yes
Bood
Have they not watched the All-Star game where you two played on the same team??
You're unstoppable together
montreal is more stupid than you
congratulations
and they also did the same with pike
is not a coincidence that another player from montreal was traded to us
Bood
Seriously?
Pike
Yeah, seriously
That fucker Theriault told me that if I don't want to "ruin my career forever", I should start treating like shit Shane, too
And talk badly about him after he left
Like the rest of the team did
Obviously I refused 
And then they got rid of me, too
like i said
fucking idiots
but all of this really is not important now
nick continue
Chouinard
Yes, okay.
Like 3 weeks (?) after the trade, Bood and Evan stole the phone numbers of Lily and Jane for the WAGs group chat
Lily and Jane which turned out to be you and Shane
Bood
Our first fuck up
Dykstra
Wow
I completely forgot that we did that
all correct so far
i know all of this already, though
i want to hear about the things i do not know
Chouinard
The whole sex ban thing then happened
do not fucking remind me
Chouinard
Sorry Cap
It's unfortunately important to the story
I also would've preferred to never bring that up again
But that was around the time the WAGs found out about you guys
Apparently, because of a stroller?
They didn't explain what they meant exactly
the wags were making fun of lily for complaining about not getting sex
and i said that being bullied is mean
because i sent a stroller as a gift for baby susies birthday
but lily never actually sent the gift
i did
ilya
caitlin texted me after that she knows the truth about lilys identity
but i did not know about that the other wags knew as well
i can see you dumb boys typing
dare to call me stupid and i will call russian mafia to hunt you down and kill you
Bood
I didn't say anything
Hazy
I wouldn't dream of it actually
Dykstra
Lips are sealed 🤐 
thought so.
nick continue
Chouinard
When Caitlin texted you that she knows, Cassie told Shane
They thought it would be helpful for the two of you to have someone you can freely talk to
While Lisa and Selena continued to play clueless
After the sex ban was lifted, Harris was added to the WAGs group chat, too
And Cassie said that was also around the time that Shane first introduced the idea of wanting to come out as well
To tell us about your relationship
Because he saw how supportive we all were of Troy and Harris
Bood
Oh.
Hazy
Shit
Dykstra
Fucking hell
We're horrible fucking people
Chouinard
But that then didn't happen because of how shit Shane's first game against Montreal went
And us players found out about your relationship, too
how?
Bood
When you told us about your plan how we should fuck up Montreal
You said "my Shane" that you then corrected to "our Shane"
We kinda connected the dots from there
ah ok
hmm
so, this is my fault again
that is not good
shane will kill me...
but that is something i have to worry about later
continue nick
Chouinard
After you got hurt, things first started to spiral
Again, I didn't get exact details, but whatever happened, apparently resulted in Shane / Jane leaving the WAGs chat
Saying that you two needed a break
We heard about that and assumed that you and Shane were broken up
Dykstra
Which is where things first got a little weird
I think
Weird is probably the wrong word, though
I don't know
there is no reason for "weird"
we did not break up
Hazy
Yes, of course
And we're happy to hear that
But we didn't know
yes.
right.
Chouinard
After your "slip up" Bood created a group chat where we were trying to figure out how to get you guys back together
Barrett
For the record
I wanted to stay out of it from the start
Hazy
Kiss ass
Barrett
Just saying
Chouinard
Then we wanted to get some advice on how to best help you through the breakup
the break up that never happened
Chouinard
Yes, we know that now
Bood added Marlow to our secret group chat
Because he also took Marlow's number from your phone when he stole Jane's
sneaky bood
Bood
I only took those two numbers, though
I swear
I also didn't look at anything else in your phone
you also would not have been able to snoop around more
everything is locked with passcodes for reasons like this
so, bood added marley to the group chat
what happened then?
Chouinard
Since we immediately thought of the time Shane dated Rose Landry in 2016
We asked him how you handled previous break ups
And Marlow told us that we shouldn't leave your side
Basically bother you constantly, no matter how much you hate it or tell us to leave you alone
marley why
Marlow
Listen
I thought it would be funny
And it was meant as revenge
revenge for what??
Marlow
Me catching you guys fuck at my house, dude
was only 4 times
Marlow
4 times too many?????
You've only visited me 6 times so far, man
Can't keep it in your pants for one fucking night or what??
But anyway
I only wanted to fuck with you a little bit, I never wanted it to turn out like this
I already told Shane about all of this
And apologized
good.
nick carry on
Chouinard
Evan then thought we should ask Pike for advice on how to maybe help Shane with the break up, too
But he asked it in a way that Pike and Shane wouldn't find out that we know about your relationship
After which the guys started ignoring Shane
pike you will start coughing in 3 days
shane and i will adopt your kids
jackie can live with us, too
but you are dead to me
Pike
Dude, come on
You should know me better than that
Why would I tell them to ignore my best friend??
Dykstra misunderstanding my well-meant advice is absolutely NOT my fault
I stick my foot in my mouth way too often, I know that
But in this case I was really just misunderstood
I only said to not ask him overbearing questions about why he's upset or generally not do what they're doing to you
As in
Just act fucking normal around him??
Not ignore his fucking existence??
ok
you will not start coughing in 3 days
Pike
Thank fuck
Chouinard
The ignoring then went on for two months, as you maybe know
for two fucking months??
no, i did not know that
he said that the team was acting a little weird, but did not say how bad it actually was
he told me he is fine
i knew he lied
but i could not get him to tell me the truth
so the only logical solution is that i will beat all of you up for hurting my shane
Bood
We will gladly take the beating
We deserve it
Hazy
^
Dykstra
^^
Barrett
... ^^^
you are all masochists.
and i do not need your permission to hurt you.
Dykstra
Noted.
Haasy
I would like to go on record that I had nothing to do with this
Bood
Literally no one asked Haasy
Haasy
Just wanted to point it out :(
I didn't know what was going on
So I was actually really surprised that Shane got so mad yesterday
It came out of nowhere for me
Marlow
This is all really bad already
When I told him about this, he was still understanding
Realizing that everyone fucked up to some extent
Not just you guys
Mainly you guys
But he drew the line when I told him that you thought he and I are dating
Not gonna lie, I was a little hurt
I would be a fucking catch
And we would be a hot fucking couple
AND I would treat him right
Trust
watch it marley
Marlow
I'm just saying 🙄
I'm not trying to steal your boy
right.
i am watching you
he told me that he is worried about you thinking he is an asshole for leaving me while i was injured
but leaving me and get with my best friend only weeks after?
i can see why he got angry
he is more than his sexuality
you know that, yes?
Bood
Of course we know that
And we see it now, too
Trust me
We were judgemental assholes
And we really want to fix things with him
If he lets us
Dykstra
But if he doesn't want to talk to us again
And really wants to go through with the trade
We honestly wouldn't blame him
We were horrible to him
trade??
what trade??
what the fuck are you talking about??






  
    Chapter End Notes

    everyone in the comments: can't wait for ilya to murder them all
ilya in this fic: hears everyone out to find the best solution to fix things
russian translations:
чертовы идиоты - fucking idiots
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    Chapter Notes

      hello hello!!

i completely reworked the tags to make them fit better!! since starting the fic, the story developed into a different direction than originally planned. so adjusting the tags felt long overdue :)

enjoy the chapter!! :)


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  

Cens WAGs 🩷💞💕💓



Cassie

I'm sorry for texting in the group chat if you don't want to talk

But Ilya

We're all so worried about Shane

Have you heard anything from him?

Caitlin

Do you maybe know where he went?

No one can reach him

Lisa

I just hope he's okay

He absolutely deserved crashing out, but that was rough

For everyone involved

Selena

Are you seriously surprised??

Your husbands have collectively ignored him for MONTHS

I'm furious at them, too

Cassie

I already ripped Zane a new one.

You better be sure of that.

I can't believe he would be this stupid.

Selena

Saying that they're stupid or did something dumb doesn't really justify the situation here.

We all know hockey players can be dumb knuckleheads.

This was outright cruel.

And we should call it by its name.

Caitlin

You're totally right

And I'm not denying that

I'm still trying to understand how Evan could misunderstand Hayden's advice that badly

Jackie

Hayden's currently losing his mind about it, too

He's scared that Shane hates him now

I know that he doesn't

Shane's still a rational person and can see it wasn't his fault

But still...

All of this is just so messed up

Harris

I wonder if Shane would want to try and work things out with the Cens

Or if he'll go through with the trade without talking to them again

Cassie

Wouldn't judge him if he didn't

Giving them the same treatment as they gave him

Selena

"They" being all of your partners, except for my Nick

Lisa

Your guy's a good egg

I wish Wyatt would've showed the same emotional intelligence...

But alas

He's a dumb fucking idiot

Selena

Again

You're minimising the situation

Lisa

You know what I mean...

Selena

I honestly don't know if I do

hello ladies and harris

no fighting please

everything will be ok

the situation is not ideal, i agree

and i did not know that shane requested a trade

but i will talk to him about it when i get to him

Caitlin

Ilya!!!

It's so good to hear from you!!

Is Shane okay?

Cassie

Do you know where he is??

yes

he is in new york

at old man scott hunters house

Caitlin

You're telling us that he ran off from the BBQ, got into his car and drove 8 hours to fucking New York to get away from all of us?? 😭

yes

and he calls me an irresponsible driver

Caitlin

Two things can be true at the same time, buddy

anyway

i am just glad that he did not get into an accident or worse

Cassie

Honestly, that's probably the most Shane reaction ever

he got this from his papa

a classic hollander goodbye

Cassie

But I'm also so fucking glad that he got there safely

Harris

I'm glad that he's in a safe environment

But wait

Did you just say that you didn't know about him asking to be traded?

yes

he did not talk to me about it

he did not talk to me about anything really

i feel bad for not noticing how bad things were becoming

i should have noticed

should have said something before

i am glad nick tried to help

he has made mistakes, too

but overall he is a good man

among idiots

me included

Caitlin

Aww buddy :(

I'm sorry that you had to find out about it from us, rather than from Shane

it should not have even gotten to the point that he would want to request a trade

but is ok

i will talk to him when i get to new york

we will figure it out

Lisa

Are you mad at him for not telling you before?

a little

maybe

i do not know

i feel hurt that he did not tell me before

but i understand why he did not

Harris

He really said nothing about it?

Nothing at all?

shane said he had a meeting with coach on friday

when i was already in boston to meet sveta before our trip

he probably would have told me what the meeting was about if i had asked

but i did not

and i am very angry at myself for not doing so

Cassie

He probably didn't want to put extra stress on you

He wanted you to have a final goodbye in Russia without any unwanted interruptions

Lisa

But because of us and the dumbass team that didn't work out

We're so sorry Roz...

no need for sorry

i did have my final goodbye

and i am at peace with russia now

as much as i can be

i cleaned her headstone and did some gardening on her grave

brought her favorite flowers and planted them

and talked to my mama for a very long time

sveta was there to hold me when i needed the support

Selena

That sounds wonderful

I'm very glad you were able to have this beautiful moment with her and Svetlana 

it was a sad but still very beautiful moment

and i do not regret leaving for it

but i regret leaving shane when he is sad

and coming home to this mess

but i will fix it and everything will be ok again

Harris

I actually have to ask you something very important, Roz

да?

Harris

This is definitely the absolute wrong time to ask this

And I'm sorry for even mentioning statements and stuff like that right now

But if Shane really does get traded again

What will you do?

I can't imagine that you would want to stay in Ottawa if it's the team's fault that your partner left

it was not just the teams fault

we all did stupid things

Selena

I disagree actually

Fair, you and Shane are shit at keeping secrets

But the team acted like it was their right to know about your relationship

When it's not their right to know

Or their responsibility to fix it

This knowledge is a privilege

That they didn't earn

And neither did we, if we're being honest

And honestly, I don't blame either you nor Shane for not being ready to share a secret that big and personal with anyone

No matter how well the guys acted with other queer players before

Trust needs to be earned

And by the way the guys started to act after your slip up

They haven't exactly earned it

I'm sorry, I also wish it would've been different

you are right

i still wish we would have told you all about the truth sooner

a lot of things would be very different now

and to answer your question, harris

i would like to say that i do not know what i will do

but that would be a lie

do not misunderstand, i love this team

they are my family

my brothers

but i love my shane more

and i will always choose him

i will talk to him

see if i can get him to talk with the team

and work things out with them

but if that does not work

and shane leaves

i would not want to be associated with this team anymore

so we would both go








  
    Chapter End Notes

    i'll just say that the new happy ending tag isn't there without reason :)

 

russian translations:

да? - yes?
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      surpriseeeee!!! another double update day 🥳

i also don't know what's going on, but i'm in the zone right now 🤭

or maybe this is just me delivering lots of content, because i'll be super busy next week and don't know if i can post much. BUT WHO KNOWS
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  Old Dinosaur 🦕 

hello old man
i am on my way to your house now
is shane still there?
Okay, I'll send you the address one sec
📍 Scott Hunter's & Kip Grady's address
thank you
And yes, Shane is still here
I made him some breakfast earlier, because he drove through the entire night
Then got him some more comfortable clothes
And now he's sleeping in our guest room
good host
as to be expected from an old man like yourself
I'm only 3 years older than you and Shane
You know that, right?
yes
you are an old man
good for you for finally accepting it
...
You can be lucky I like your boy, Rozanov
Otherwise I really wouldn't put up with your annoying ass
watch yourself hunter
he is taken
I know??
So am I??
yes, but i am still watching you
i will be at your house in 20 minutes
i called an uber
Okay
did shane say anything to you when he came?
or why he came?
No, he didn't really say anything
He only apologized like 500 times for showing up at my house at 5 in the morning
yes, he is a very polite canadian
And to be honest, I also didn't ask why he came here
He looked distraught and I didn't want to pile on by asking loads of unwanted questions
good call
he probably would have freaked out even more
мой бедный тревожный мальчик
мой дорогой
Who knew you're such a sap?
sap?
why are you calling me tree juice?
That's not what I mean
I mean sap like sappy
Overly sentimental in an embarrassing way
are you calling me embarrassing for loving my partner?
ok mr old man i kiss my boyfriend in front of a national tv audience
Fiancé*
And you're just jealous you can't do that yet
cheap
but is true
i am very jealous
Maybe one day you can be just as embarrassing as me
maybe
the uber is here
see you in a bit, old man
and congratulations on the engagement
is another thing i am very jealous about now

~~~~
"Rozanov," Scott greeted the man standing in front of his door. Like promised, exactly twenty minutes later.
"Hunter," Ilya greeted back. "Where is Shane?"
"Guest room, upstairs. Second door to the right. Don't know if he's awake though."
"I will check," Ilya rushed upstairs, but came back not even a minute later.
"Still asleep?"
"Like a baby," He sighed, plopping down on one of the barstools by Scott's kitchen island. "Not surprised about it, though. He had a long night from what I have heard."
"He drove here all night. Don't even know where he left his car, the parking situation's horrible out here. You're lucky that you got to avoid it, I guess."
"Yes, very lucky," The air is thick between them, even though it doesn't have to be. Scott Hunter is a safe space for both Ilya and Shane. He is nice, understanding and very wise, always knows the right thing to say or the best advice to give. He is a million years old after all, of course he is wise.
He also knew about the love they have for each other before they knew themselves and always grants Shane a place to come to when troubled.
Ilya couldn't ask for anything better. Anyone better than Scott Hunter to help his boyfriend in a situation like this.
He still couldn't help but be bothered by it. Bothered by the fact it was Scott that Shane ran to and not him. Because he wasn't there. He was in Russia. Which he obviously didn't regret, but Shane needed him and he wasn't there.
Scott saw the conflict Ilya was battling out in his head. "I don't know why exactly you returned to Russia, but I'm sure it was for an important reason. Don't doubt yourself. And whatever happened, you're here to help him now. He'll appreciate it, I know it."
"Don't make me like you. You are ruining my reputation, old man," Ilya chirped, it felt familiar to him.
"If you already think about it, it's probably already too late, kid," Scott chirped back with a chuckle.
They continued their conversation a little longer when they noticed they weren't alone anymore. They weren't joined by Shane, not just yet.
"What a nice sight to get home to," Kip Grady, Scott Hunter's fiancé, laughed when he got home and saw not just Scott but also Ilya Rozanov standing in the kitchen.
"You finally have two very handsome hockey players in your house for once. Very pretty sight indeed," Ilya said with a chuckle, obviously trying to get on Scott's nerves. Even though Scott has helped Shane, granting him a safe place to stay, Ilya couldn't let himself give the other man some grace.
"Aw come on Rozanov, don't say that," Kip paused to give Scott a kiss, "You're pretty handsome yourself, no need to sell yourself short."
Ilya had to admit, that caught him off guard. He couldn't help but laugh. "HA! That was funny. I like you. You got yourself a good one, old man," Scott could only roll his eyes.
"One of my better qualities," Kip smirked. "Do you want to eat or drink something? It was probably a long flight from Moscow. I see Scott's not being a good host to you, if he didn't even offer you anything yet."
"He did not offer, no. Terrible, terrible host. But I am ok, thank you мой друг. Glad to see one of you is thoughtful," menaces, both of them. Scott thought. Kip and Ilya together has always been a dangerous combination. Bouncing off each other's comments and chirps as if their lives depended on it.
"One of the biggest regrets of my life is ever introducing you two. And I'm already hosting one half of Hollanov, that should be enough," Scott sighed and only got laughs in response. He swore to himself to never let Kip and Ilya interact ever again. It only made him age faster at this point.
More quips, more chirps were exchanged, all directed at Scott of course until they eventually heard noise coming from upstairs.
Shane was finally awake and was on his way downstairs.





  
    Chapter End Notes

    kip 🤝 ilya
being absolute menaces

i adore them and their friendship in fics, so obviously they are friends here too (at the expense of scott's sanity obv)

ALSO scott hunter i love you i want to give you a wet kiss on the LIPS

 

russian translations:

мой бедный тревожный мальчик - my poor anxious boy
мой дорогой - my darling
мой друг - my friend
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    Chapter Notes

      i want to start off with saying that i'm sorry, not because of the chapter, it's wholesome today, i swear, but because i feel like i have kinda deceived you lmao
the fic started out with only comedy in mind but then the chaotic angst gremlin part of my brain was re-activated and it turned into all this.
i know most of you probably didn't sign up for angst when you first started reading this fic, so i'm very sorry for going so off track lol
thank you for sticking around and still enjoying the fic, it means a lot to me :)
enjoy the chapter ❤️
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  Shane woke up feeling groggy. As if he had been asleep for days. He checked the alarm clock on the table beside the bed to see that it has been a little over twelve hours since he arrived at Scott's house, his body must've needed the rest. He rubbed his eyes.
He couldn't really remember much from the evening before or his all-night drive from Ottawa all the way to New York. His original plan was to run to his cottage, his favorite place on earth, but he must've taken the wrong exit on the highway. His mom will kill him when she finds out what mental state he drove in.
Fuck, his mom. Shane saw that she sent him messages yesterday, he should probably tell her that he's fine. That last night was an overreaction, that he didn't mean what he had said. Well, he did, but not all of it. Especially not the last part.
He scrambled to find his phone, only to find it on the dresser next to the door, a charper plugged in. Scott thought of so much. And Shane was beyond thankful for it. Scott is a really good friend.
He grabbed his phone, already panicking at the sheer thought of all the worried, and possibly angry, messages that were waiting for him. But no. There were some worried messages of course, but they were mostly from last night, right after he left. Some through the night, but they all eventually died down.
Some messages stood out to him though. The ones from Hayden and the ones from his mom.
----
Mom 💕

Hey sweetie! Scott Hunter let us know that you're at his house, I'm glad to hear that you're alright.
And Hayden told us what happened yesterday, don't worry.
We'll figure it out.
We'll talk about it more when you get back home.
Everything will be fine, I promise.
See you soon!
I love you ❤️

----
Hayden ☄️

Scott Hunter texted that you drove to his house.
His fucking house
You seriously drove 8 fucking hours directly after crashing out??
You're fucking killing me, man
I'm glad to hear that you got there in one piece though
I also called your parents last night and told them what happened
They were worried sick about you after Jackie only told them that you ran off and you didn't answer any messages
But anyway
Believe me when I tell you that everything will be okay
Your mom's probably already working on a gameplan, so there's nothing for you to worry about
Love you, bud
Come home soon

----
Scott had texted them so they wouldn't worry. Because Shane couldn't. While he felt horrible for ambushing Scott and Kip at not even six in the morning, he couldn't have picked a better place to end up at.
He should probably go downstairs and thank Scott for all that he has done, it would be the right thing to do, but he was stuck in place. He started reading through all the other messages that he had ignored during his drive.
Rose, Cassie, Cliff, Nick, even Svetlana and of course Hayden and his mom. All of them have reached out to check if he was okay. Worried about where he was going. If he was coming back after this.
Svetlana even called him a little bunny, which normally he would hate. But right now he found it endearing. Especially considering the fact that Svetlana was in Russia when she sent that message. In Russia with Ilya.
Ilya. His boyfriend. The love of his life. The man he would drop everything for. At this point even hockey. Though, that thought used to make him shiver. He thought Shane Hollander without hockey is like a figure skater without skates. A hand model without hands. The Montreal Voyageurs without their homophobic bullshit. Unthinkable, right?
Right. Maybe he wouldn't give up hockey. It's what brings him joy, the thing he is best at. His life. Just maybe not his whole life, anymore.
Shane was about to press call on Ilya's contact, when he heard a laugh coming from downstairs. A laugh that sounded oh so familiar to him. One of his favorite sounds. Ilya's laugh. He was here, too. In New York. Somewhere downstairs in Scott Hunter's house.
Ilya had probably heard about what happened. Svetlana said in her messages that she would tell him. Had he heard what Shane had said and done last night. All of it? Shit. He probably had.
He rushed down the stairs and was met by three pairs of eyes. Kip, Scott and Ilya were having a conversation in the kitchen. He couldn't exactly read Ilya's face. He didn't know if Ilya was angry, relieved to see him, or just plain confused. It could also be all of the above, Shane didn't know.
"Are you kidding me?" Ilya suddenly asked, Shane started to panic. Angry it is, then. "There was seriously not other T-Shirt available in your house, old man?" What? Shane glanced down to notice that Scott gave him one of his Admirals T-Shirts to sleep in.
"Was on top of the pile, deal with it Rozanov," Scott shrugged, a laugh leaving his lips. He clearly enjoyed Ilya's annoyed groan.
Shane was still frozen on the spot at the bottom of the stairs. He didn't know if he had the right to run into Ilya's arms. After everything that happened, did he deserve Ilya's closeness, a comforting hug? Did he? He wasn't sure.
It took Ilya taking the first step once again. Ilya moved closer to him and pulled him into a hug. It was a hug they both needed desperately, for different, yet somewhat the same, reasons. It felt good, but undeserved for Shane. There was still an uncomfortable tension between them, Shane thought.
But that didn't matter, for now they were just embracing each other in silence, working through this incredibly exhausting weekend through innocent physical touch.
"It seems like you guys have a lot to talk about," Kip started after a moment of quiet. He too noticed the slighty off vibes coming from his friends. "How about, Scott and I will head out for a bit and grab something for dinner? Give you some privacy to have a conversation. Sound good?"
"I don't want to intrude-" Shane wanted to apologize, but immediately got cut off by Kip.
"A simple yes or no would suffice, Shane."
"Actually, it's not even a question at all," Scott said, getting questioning looks from Shane and Kip. "I'll tell you the plan. Kip and I will go out and get dinner, while you guys have your long overdue and possibly very emotional conversation. Then, when we come back, we'll all have dinner together and you guys will also sleep over another night. Because Rozanov shouldn't drive with his shoulder still fucked up and I don't want you," he glanced at Shane, "behind a wheel in a weird mental state ever again, got it?"
"Yes, dad. Thank you."
"Good. See you guys later," Kip was still busy laughing at the fact that Shane had called Scott dad without betting an eye, as he was dragged out of the door by his fiancé.
With that Shane and Ilya were alone in Scott Hunter's house. All the way in New York, hundreds of kilometres away from home.
"You look better in my shirts. Not old man Scott Hunter's," Ilya broke the silence and got a snort out of Shane for it, who then sighed and sat down on the couch. Slouched down, absolutely defeated.
"I'm sorry for running off and worrying you. I thought I could handle it alone, but I couldn't," Shane said quietly, the tone in his voice breaking his boyfriend's heart. Ilya sat down next to him and took his hand.
"I am not angry with you," He gently rubbed the back of Shane's hand. "I am just glad that you are okay and I am sorry that I did not help you with the team before. If you really want to go through with the trade request, we-"
"There is no trade request," Shane interrupted.
"What?"
"I didn't request a trade," he said. Firm. "At least not yet. I would never do that without talking to you first. We're a couple, we live together, this would be a decision we make together."
"Then why did team say you asked for trade?"
"I misspoke," Shane let out a heavy sigh and lowered his head again. Furious at himself. "I was so angry at everything in that moment and didn't correct myself, even though I should've. I wanted to say that I was thinking to ask for a trade and not that I already did it. Both would've been shit, doesn't make the situation better. But I didn't want you to think that I made this big decision without consulting you first.
When I went to talk to Coach Wiebe on friday, I asked him for help. The team, your team, is all fucked up because of me and I knew that I can't fix it myself. So I ran to the Coach, ask for him to get involved, because I'm an incapable idiot that can't deal with being someone other people possibly dislike. Like a fucking tattletale. Like a fucking idiot.
But with my stupid crash out, I ruined things even more. I would understand if you'd draw the line for us here. I ruined Montreal and did it again in Ottawa, it's obvious that I'm the common problem here. I'm so sorry Ilya."
"Shane. Любимый. I am not angry, I said before already," Ilya was more relieved than anything. There was no trade, they could still fix things with the team. He gave Shane's hand a kiss. "I am happy to hear that there is no trade. Also, You did not ruin Montreal, they have ruined themselves being bigoted assholes. And you did not ruin Ottawa either. They were being stupid, felt entitled to know about our relationship or fix it when they thought it was broken. They are very sorry and want to apologize.
We will return to Ottawa tomorrow and sit down with team, WAGs and Coach to have conversation like adults, да? Adress everything that went wrong in past months."
"Yes, I want to find a way to fix things."
"Good." Ilya pressed a kiss on Shane's temple. "But there is one more thing." He suddenly got up from the sofa and Shane raised an eyebrow. "You cannot walk around wearing ugly Admirals T-Shirt. Is ruining your beauty."
He went over to his suitcase that stood by door, plopped it on the floor and after some rummaging through his unfolded clothes and other traveling essentials, he pulled out a black T-Shirt.
Shane's favorite Boston Bears T-Shirt.
"I had feeling that I will need it," He threw it over to Shane, who did not hesitate for even a second and immediately put it on.
It felt like a hug from Ilya whenever he wore it, whether Ilya was there or not. Ilya joined Shane on the couch again, moving the bright red, now neatly folded, T-Shirt that Shane wore before to the side, and embraced his boyfriend.
"We will talk more about everything later, with team. For now, I just want to hold you," and the idea sounded absolutely heavenly to Shane.
There was more time for heavy conversations later. Shane still wanted to hear everything about Ilya's trip to Russia. But for now it was just them together. Enjoying a moment of peace.
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      happy 30th post!!! 🥳

thank you all for sticking around for this long, we're slowly reaching the end. there are still some more chapters to come of course. i won't leave you without a proper resolve 🤭
enjoy the chapter ❤️
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  BE NICE 🫵🏻 LISTEN 🫵🏻 APOLOGIZE 🫵🏻



Ilya Rozanov created "BE NICE 🫵🏻 LISTEN 🫵🏻 APOLOGIZE 🫵🏻".

Ilya Rozanov added xx members to the chat.

alright idiots

and nick

is everyone here?

roll call

Bood

Here

Dykstra

Also here

Hazy

Here!!

Barrett

I'm here, too

Chouinard

I'm also here

But Shane isn't

i know

i will add him soon

he is next to me

so, i can tell you that he is ok

he went to new york after leaving the bbq

ran right to scott hunters house because he could not even stand to be in the same country as you morons

but anyway, that is not important now

point is, he knows what i am doing

i am not like another player on the team, after all

who "forgot" to add him to the group chat when he already thought that the team hates him

Bood

I actually forgot :(((

of course you did

you filthy liar

Bood

Come on man :((

I'm really sorry

apologize to shane.

not me.

anyway

i wanted to say a few things before i add shane

like the group name says

you will listen to what shane has to say

no one interrupt

then everyone but nick will grovel on their fucking knees 

and beg for forgiveness

да?

Bood

Yes sir 🫡

Hazy

Yes Captain 🫡

Dykstra

Yes 🫡

Barrett

Of course 🫡

ok good

Ilya Rozanov added Shane Hollander to the chat.

everyone say hello 🔪

Hollzy

That really won't be necessary

I just want to get it all out of my system

But thank you Ilya

of course Любимый ❤️

Hazy

Is it too soon to say "whippped 🫵🏻" or?

for you

yes

way too early

nick can say it, though

if he wants to

Chouinard

I don't want to :)

good

now everyone

SHUT THE FUCK UP

LISTEN THE FUCK UP

ok?

shane

you can start ❤️

Hollzy

Thanks ❤️

Okay so, first I want to say that I didn't really plan out what I want to say or how I want to say it

So I'll improvise, like yesterday

Less angry though, I guess

Actually, we'll see about that...

I know that I haven't been a part of the team for long, if I understood the timeline correctly, it's not even been 5 weeks of me joining the team that you all found out about our relationship

You didn't really have the time to get to know me as a friend yet, I was merely a co-worker to all of you

Which is fine, since we were civil and were working together well enough

That was already a huge improvement from Montreal

But that's kind of where the improvements stopped, if I'm honest

You felt entitled to know about and meddle with our relationship, because you're friends with Ilya.

You tried to get involved in something that had absolutely nothing to do with you.

But, I guess it's time to announce it to you officially, even though you all technically already know...

By the way, if this leaves the group chat, I will actually kill you.

Have you killed, more like.

Ilya probably has a way to contact the Russian Mafia.

Don't test us.

what he said.

i can be a very scary russian if i have to be

but you can be glad that shane said russian mafia will get you and not mama yuna

that would be even scarier

continue солнце ❤️

Hollzy

Alright, Ilya and I have been in an exclusive relationship for a few years now, but have been casual since our rookie season

we became lovers in the summer before our rookie season actually ❤️

Hollzy

Ilya, I love you so much, but please stop saying it like that

I don't like that word

But I guess, it describes our relationship before getting officially together well enough...

So, you found out about our relationship, that's fine, I guess

I would've preferred if you didn't yet, but it is what it is.

Can't change it now, can I?

No matter how little I like it.

What I can change though, or well, can hopefully change is how things will continue from now on.

First I should clarify that I didn't actually request a trade yet.

I'm very sorry for the shock.

I meant to say that I was thinking about requesting a trade, not that I already did it.

But in the heat of the moment, it came out wrong.

I apologize.

A trade request is the last resort option if we can't fix the team's dynamic.

And it's something that I would discuss with Ilya first, of course.

I would never make an important decision like this without consulting him first

As he's my boyfriend that I actually didn't leave while he was injured to start dating his best friend.

Fuck you all very much for thinking that by the way.

Just because Cliff is bi and I'm gay, doesn't mean that I want to climb him like a fucking tree

But anyway

Ilya and the WAGs told me that he talked about me a lot before I traded to Ottawa, so I thought that you'd all have a somewhat decent first impression of me.

Which you did, you were all kind and supportive.

I loved it.

I felt safe.

But after the Montreal game, that was already stressful enough with Ilya getting injured and all, you changed.

Almost all of you started avoiding me and your attitudes towards me got colder

Nick told me the night before the game that nothing that could happen at the game would ever change how you guys think of me

So color me fucking surprised when almost all of you started fully ignoring me from one day to the next 2 weeks later.

Partly my own fault, since Ilya and I lied to you, telling you that "Jane" and Ilya broke up

But the thing is, we didn't know that we were lying to you

Since we didn't know that you all already knew about us in the first place.

I had no idea why you just suddenly started ignoring me.

My mind eventually went into the direction that you all must've figured it out and suddenly found me disgusting

A fucking waste of space that isn't worth talking to anymore

Which immediately gave me flashbacks to Montreal

I won't unpack the whole story here.

Because after all the shit you pulled, you don't deserve to see me even more vulnerable than I already am by telling you all this, but also because I should unpack all the trauma with a therapist first, before I can tell others.

But I can say that it was bad enough for me to think about quitting Hockey altogether

If I wouldn't have gotten traded to Ottawa, I would've quit.

Which already feels fucking crazy for me to admit, not gonna lie.

For the longest time, Hockey was the only thing in my life that brought me joy.

That made me feel like I belong, but those fuckers in Montreal ruined it.

Tainted it, more like.

All because I love a man.

I needed Ottawa to be different.

Ilya was singing you praises, so I became hopeful for the first time in months.

Thinking that all the stress would finally be over and I can go back to do what I do best.

Play Hockey, score goals, get points.

Just do my fucking job.

All with my boyfriend and an amazing team at my side.

And I have to say, despite everything that happened later, it felt like a dream to not just get to play with Ilya, but also live with him and see him every single day.

The time we were long distance was so fucking hard and I'm really glad it's over

я тебя люблю ❤️❤️❤️

Hollzy

Я тоже тебя люблю ❤️❤️❤️

And I mean, everything was perfect for a while.

The WAGs were fun, games were successful, the team dynamics were fine.

Ilya and I considered to tell you all about our relationship after the first game against Montreal, but well whatever

That didn't happen.

That fucker Comeau chose to fuck up our plans.

I understand that at one point you all meant well.

You didn't mean for all of this to turn into a mess.

You wanted to be supportive and help us.

That's great.

But by doing whatever you originally wanted to do, you've crossed so many lines that I actually don't know if everything can be fully fixed.

I don't know if things can go back to how they were before.

Either the team will completely break apart, or we'll be stronger than ever.

I honestly don't know which it will be, but I'm hoping for the latter.

But what we need to have for that is a real conversation.

In person, not over text.

So, I don't want you to apologize to me in here.

You'll think of your apologies and tell me in person.

I may sound fucking conceided when I say it like this, but I deserve better than a half assed empty apolog over text

Just like I owe you all a proper apology as well.

I'll set up a meeting for all of us to talk, together with Coach Wiebe and the WAGs & Harris as well.

So remember to check your emails.

I'm done for now.

I hope to see you all there.

Shane Hollander has left the chat.






  
    Chapter End Notes

    can you tell that i love a good shane monologue? 😏

russian translations:

да? - yes?
Любимый - darling
солнце - sun
я тебя люблю - i love you
Я тоже тебя люблю - I love you too
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    Chapter Notes

      henlo everyone!!
this chapter includes a monologue (what else is new? i love me a good monologue), by ilya this time!! it's entirely spoken in russian, indiciated by the italics. i think translating it with google translate would've pushed the limits of literally everyone, so i went with the easiest solution lol

enjoy the chapter :)
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  BE NICE 🫵🏻 LISTEN 🫵🏻 APOLOGIZE 🫵🏻

Hollzy
I'm done for now.
I hope to see you all there.
Shane Hollander left the chat.
Hazy
Okay, wow
Drops all of this and dips
Dykstra
Mad respect Shane Hollander
Bood
I was unfamiliar with his game
it is way too early for jokes
but yes
it was very hot
i love him very much
he is perfect
and he is right
he deserves fantastic apologies from all of you
no half assed bullshit
from all of you but nick, yes?
and remember to prepare individual apologies
no group apology bullshit
understand?
Dykstra
🫡
Bood
🫡
Hazy
🫡
Barrett
🫡
Chouinard
I appreciate that you want to exclude me, because I didn't actively take part in the ignoring, but I still have a lot of things to apologise for.
I shouldn't have let it get this bad in the first place, since I noticed them going off track very quickly. 
But I didn't do anything at first.
So I will also prepare a proper apology for Shane.
He deserves nothing less.
ok good.
write down your apologies if you stupid boys need to
shane expects to be wowed at the meeting.
so you better make it count.
that is all.
see you next week.
Ilya Rozanov has removed all members from the chat.
Ilya Rozanov deleted "BE NICE 🫵🏻 LISTEN 🫵🏻 APOLOGIZE 🫵🏻".

----
Right after Shane said his piece and left the group chat, he placed his phone on the coffee table in front of the couch, screen down. He didn't want to look at or touch his phone for at least a couple more hours. Maybe not until tomorrow, when he and Ilya would leave to get back to Ottawa.
"I am proud of youfor speaking up," Ilya kissed his forehead. "I know it was not easy." His phone joined Shane's on the table, screen also facing down. It gave them a moment to ignore everything that was going on, a moment for them to live in their own little world where outside influences didn't matter.
Scott and Kip would probably also return soon, but that didn't matter right now either. It was just them, for now.
"I'm glad that I finally said something. Should've done it sooner, but I guess, better late than never, right?" Shane huffed and snuggled back into his boyfriend's side. "There's also some things that I definitely forgot to address. Maybe I shouldn't have just left the chat."
"Is too late now anyway, I already deleted chat. But you can just write down the things you still want to say. Take notes for the meeting."
"I should take notes anyway. Mom will definitely demand that, leave no room for any more potential misunderstandings and so on," He didn't know if he could handle any more situations like this, so he'll glady take notes. Write full essays worth of notes, if he had to.
"Your mama is smart woman, terrifying too."
"Only terrifying when she has to be," Shane's chuckle turned into a big yawn, he suddenly felt very tired again. Even though he had basically spent the entire day sleeping. This heavy weight that he had carried for months had finally dropped off of his shoulders.
He fully expected his body and brain to be overwhelmed by a lot of different emotions, but instead he was just very, very tired. Struggling to stay awake at this point.
"Sleep солнце. You need to rest some more. You had a very stressful night. I will wake you when old man and Kip come back with our food," Ilya told him, his voice gentle and Shane basically instantly started to drift off, repositioning himself on the couch and resting his head on Ilya's lap.
Not even ten seconds later, Shane was asleep. Not quite snoring, Shane Hollander doesn't snore. But he wasn't exactly quiet either. Best described as a gentle purr, Ilya thought. Of course he would purr, his angry little kitten of a boyfriend. He chuckled softly.
"I love you so much, but I'm so glad that there is no trade. It would've killed me to make a decision. Either stay in Ottawa or leave with you and leave the team behind.
I would've picked you, of course. I will always pick you. I have told you before, that it will always be you. But it would've been a lot harder this time. The team is my family, my closest friends. They heard of a wild russian joining their team, the worst team in the league. Someone who has no family left and decided from the very first second of seeing me that they will be the family that I need. The one I deserve. It breaks my heart that they treated you like this. Because you're my family too. You, your mama, your papa gave me a family already, but the team did not know that.
They saw me, thought I must be lonely, living in foreign country away from also my friends from Boston, and started to drag me around. They included me in everything. I even went on a family team trip to the zoo once, I don't think I've ever told you that before. I was the only one there without a partner, a baby or both. But I loved it. I felt like I finally belong. Their little ones immediately loved me too. Didn't think I was scary, like the Pike kids did at first. And they also didn't ask anything of me in return. I could just be. Exist alongside them, without any expectations. No one asked me for money, or favors or anything. I was a part of their friendgroup and families, because they wanted me to be.
The team, my brothers, hurt you, even though they were supposed to welcome you with open arms. Like they did with me. I told them so many things about you. Only good things, of course. That you are my best friend. That being your friend means the world to me. That I couldn't imagine my life without you in it. That you complete me. I really thought they would trust me enough to see you with the same appreciation that I see you with.
But it annoys me even more that I didn't do anything about it sooner. Or that you didn't say anything before it got this bad. Just because I am injured it doesn't mean that I am not part of the team anymore. Part of the family.
Many things make me angry me right now. This entire situation makes me angry. But I know that it isn't easy for you either. We will fix it together. I swear, but please don't lie to me about important things like this anymore. I don't want to see you sad again, it would break me for good, I think," He knew that he would have to repeat those words again. In English, for Shane to understand. But similarly to his first confession in that cold tunnel in Russia, he just needed to get it out. In the best way that he could. And that wasn't in English.
Ilya doesn't know how much time has passed, when Scott and Kip eventually returned home. He spent the past while just staring into nothingness, completely zoned out. While gently caressing Shane's head and listening to his boyfriend's quiet sleep noises.
"How long has he been sleeping for?" Kip asked, his voice low, so he wouldn't accidentally wake Shane up. Ilya just shrugged as reply. He didn't pay attention to how much time has passed. He simply enjoyed the calm and quiet and listened to the gentle noises that Shane made while he slept.
"We only talked about most important things for now. There is more time for bigger conversation another time. But everything is ok for now."
"So responsible. I'm almost surprised," Scott joked and Ilya couldn't help himself but smile slightly at his antics. He would obviously never actually admit this out loud, but Scott was definitely a great friend to both him and Shane.
"I have question. You two are engaged, yes?" Scott and Kip nodded. Kip showed off his ring to Ilya. "How did you know when it is right time to propose?" He asked Scott.
"I knew for a while that I wanted to propose, but I never found the right time, until two months ago. We watched your game against Montreal. First you got hurt and later Shane fought his old teammate to defend your honor. And well," Scott turned to Kip and took his hand, "it showed me again that there are things worth fighting for and I knew that I would never want to give up the reward. So I started to arrange everything and proposed a few days later."
"So violence turns you on, old man?"
"That was quite literally not my point, asshole," Scott rolled his eyes.
"I know, I understand what you mean. Is funny actually."
"What is?"
"It was you being brave and kissing Kip on the ice that helped Shane and me finally get together," Ilya confessed as he gently brushed through his sleeping boyfriend's hair, which had Scott raise his eyebrows in surprise. He knew about a lot of things about their relationship, things he also would've never wanted to know, but not this.
"He was in Ottawa, watching the ame with his parents. I was in Boston, watching with friends. I did not pay attention, because I was too irritated at you. Stupid old man winning the cup that should have been mine. But then you called Kip down and kissed him. For everyone to see. I saw it and thought that I want that. Exactly that. Be brave and be with Shane. So I went for it."
"You changed the game for each other. That's very sweet," Kip said. "So you want to marry Shane? Is that what you're trying to say?"
"I knew that I wanted to marry him from the day I first met him. But yes, I want to. Eventually. Not right now though. Mess with team is stressful enough already, do not want to pile on with adding any wedding planning stress," but one day. When all of this is over.





  
    Chapter End Notes

    I LOVE THEM SO MUCH I WANT TO EAT THEM
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    Chapter Notes

      hello everyone!
i'm so SO sorry for skipping the past 2 days, i was (and still am) struggling with the chapter of the team meeting, so i've procrastinated writing in general. i'll get there though, don't worry!! the meeting will be the next chapter, i swear
enjoy the chapter <3


      
        See the end of the chapter for more notes
      






  Mr. Hunter 🦕

Hey Shane :-)
Did you guys get back home okay?
Hi!
Yes, thank you
Ilya made sure that we take a lot of breaks, though
Which definitely helped, but also stressed me out
Because of the hiding?
Yeah
I mean, the public thinks we're friends and that helps.
It's easier to explain why we would be together without any of the other guys from our team
But still
It was weird and annoying
Just... Ugh
Sounds like you're tired of it
What do you mean?
Of hiding, I mean
That you're tired of having to hide your relationship
I am
I'm so fucking tired of it
But I can't think of a public outing right now
Don't want to think about it, more like
I eventually want the world to know that I love Ilya and that he loves me
That he's different than the public thinks
But it's so fucking complicated...
I get it, trust me
You'll get there
Once you're ready, the world will see Rozanov for the obsessed, loyal Loverboy that he is
I'm sure of it :-)
Thank you
Truly
For everything
For letting me crash at your place for the pretty much the whole weekend, after showing up unannounced
For letting my mom and Hayden know that I'm okay
For telling Ilya to come to New York, too
I really needed him
There's really no need to thank me!
You're my friend
That's what friends do :-)
I will thank you anyway
Because it's not really self-explanatory for a friend to do all that
At least not for most of my friends
Well... ex-friends
Hi Kip here 🙋🏻‍♂️
Just want to say something real quick
FUCK MONTREAL
That is all 🙂‍↕️
Thank you Kip
Scott again, it was very important for him to tell you that
And I agree. Fuck them.
Those pathetic pieces of shit don't deserve you still thinking about them
They've proven multiple times since your coming out that they were never your friends
They only "liked" you for the achievements that you got them
And they then stopped caring about you, if they even ever did in the first place, when you stopped being "useful" in their eyes
I know this sounds incredibly mean, I'm sorry
But you have people in your corner that love and appreciate you for who you are and not what you achieve on the ice.
I know all of that
I do
But you know
No buts
You're with a better team now
And yes, I know that things aren't exactly great with them either
BUT they showed remorse and a want to fix things
That's a good sign
Shows that they aren't stupid assholes like Montreal
They're dumb, absolutely, but show a good spirit after all of this
Yeah, you're right.
Is the meeting set up already?
I talked to my mom while Ilya and I were driving and she said it's best to set up the meeting before our next game
Which is against your team, funnily enough
So, the meeting is scheduled for Wednesday
All the players will be there, the WAGs & Harris too
Hayden & Jackie, Coach Wiebe, my parents, Ilya of course
And Cliff said he'll join as well
Since they'll be his team soon enough, too
Full party then
That's good!
Yeah...
I actually wanted to ask you something, if that's okay
Of course!
What's up?
This will probably sound very strange
And you can say no, of course
I don't want to force to do anything you don't want to do
Thank you for being considerate about my ability of giving consent, but you haven't even asked the question yet
Actually nevermind, it's fucking stupid
There's no reason for you to do that
Shane, buddy...
Let me be the judge of that
Ask your question
Okay...
Could you maybe come, too?
To your team's meeting?
I told you it's stupid
Forget it
Just pretend I never said anything
Sorry
No Shane, it's not stupid
A little bit of an odd request, maybe
But definitely not stupid
I'll be there :-)
Wait, really?
Isn't that a conflict of interest or something?
Probably is, but I don't really care
I can be there as an impartial observer and maybe even a negotiator if needed
Or even better, I can be there for emotional support
Your emotional support dinosaur, as Rozanov would say
Besides, I'd rather win against a functional team than win by default against a disfunctional one ;-)
Win, sure
We'll see about that
But thanks
I appreciate you
Again, no need to thank me
That's what friends are for
See you wednesday, Rook :-)
You know that I'm not a rookie anymore, right?
I haven't been a rookie for a long ass time
Well, old habits die hard, I guess
And judging by the fact that I'm still saved as "Mr. Hunter" in your phone
It shows me that you haven't changed much either
You're still Rook for me
And that probably won't ever change
Fair enough
See you wednesday then, Mr. Hunter
:-)

~~~~
Saying that Shane was nervous was probably the biggest understatement possible. All morning he was close to losing his mind, probably got on Ilya's nerves too. Ilya didn't complain, but Shane knew that he was annoying. He couldn't help himself.
After they returned home and made stops at both the Pike's and his parents' house to show face, prove to them that he really was okay, Shane got started on writing down everything that he forgot to tell him team during his two previous monologues. Everything that still bothered him about the situation.
He would probably repeat himself quite a lot, but that didn't matter. He just needed to get all of it out. Encouraged by everyone around him, he felt better about this meeting, but only because he knew his plan was good. Or well, good enough for his standards. His mom agreed too, probably more than good then. But he'll have to see.
There were still some unknown variables after all. His teammates. They were going to apologize to him, one by one. Good. Great. Fantastic, even. Why was he so nervous then? He went for a run to clear his head. There were still a few hours before the meeting. He stashed his phone into the pocket of his jacket, in case someone needed to reach out to him.
His mind went to many different places, all over, not able to form a coherent thought. Too much was going on. It was so loud. He came to a halt, to try out the breathing exercises that Hayden had told him about. Ones to do when everything just got to too noisy, that Hayden had learned in therapy. Therapy was probably something he should consider going to too. That's a thought for later, though.
He checked his phone to see that his dad had texted him.
----
Dad 💕

Just picked up Scott from the airport.
I'll bring him to your house.
Are you or Ilya home?

----
That's right. He invited Scott fucking Hunter—the most ancient person alive according to Ilya—to come to a team meeting of the Ottawa Centaurs.
Scott Hunter, the captain of the New York Admirals who they were playing a game against later this week, the first player to ever come out publicly. A legend in the queer sports community. He invited him to come to his team meeting. What was he thinking?
The team would ask him about it, the coach too probably. It was a very odd choice, but not one he can change now. Because Scott was already there. He quickly replied to his father's text that Ilya was home. So no problem there. He hoped that Scott and Ilya wouldn't kill each other while he was out.
Though, he thought, they were able to have a civil conversation while they thought I was asleep. So, I guess they'll be fine.
He continued running, he needed at least another thirty minutes of mindless exercise before he could return home to look over his notes again, before he could form a structured sentence. Writing them was definitely easier than actually saying anything, all rehearsals went poorly. Because, of course there were rehearsals.
Ilya said that he did great, but Shane didn't believe him. Couldn't believe him, more like. He just wanted the day to finally be over, everything with the team to be fixed. He hoped they would put in the same amount of work as he did.
That they would be better than Montreal after all.
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    Chapter Notes

      the team meeting is heeeerreeeeeeee!!
fucking finally honestly. I've spent so much time hyping it up, I hope I don't disappoint.
also, i don't know fucking anything about trades or how they actually work, so ignore anything that's wrong, please lol

!!!!this chapter has shane opening up about his past with montreal, so here's an additonal trigger warning!!!!

mentions of emotional and physical abuse

nothing too graphic, but it can still be upsetting to some readers, so proceed with caution :)
despite the warning, i hope you enjoy the chapter <3
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  Support group for Hollanov survivors

Rose
Hey guys!! :)
Did you leave yet?
Not yet, but hopefully soon
If my kids can finally let go of their "uncle" Cliff
Svetlana
They call him uncle now?
Why?
After the BBQ and Cliff crashed at our house, since he was originally supposed to stay at Shane's
But yeah, as we all know, Shane left without Cliff
Cliff
And with my suitcase in his trunk
Rose
LMAOOO
Anyway, when we got home, Jade and Ruby went up to him and asked who he is
He said that he's Rozanov's best friend, basically his brother
So they decided that since Rozanov is their uncle Ilya and Cliff is his "brother", he is "uncle" Cliff now
Cliff
Can you drop the quotation marks finally?
I am their uncle
They love me
You can't get rid of me now
Rose
Had tea parties and all, huh?
Cliff
Of course
I know the proper tea party etiquette now
Ruby even let me wear her favorite tiara 😎
A privilege not even their Dad has apparently
So it's big fucking deal that I was allowed to wear it
Getting them to stop calling me clumsy donkey took a while, though
I'll gladly take the win with them calling me uncle instead
Now they just need to start calling Svetlana "auntie Sveta" and the gang's complete
Svetlana
That will never happen ❤️
I will be Sveta at most
No "auntie" title necessary
Do not want to be associated with the little bitch boy through his children
No matter how adorable they might be
Wow
How nice of you...
Rose
But darling
You have to remember that they're Jackie's children, too 😍
What's that supposed to mean??
Svetlana
Oh, you are so correct мой цветок
I will tolerate title of auntie Sveta for gorgeous Jackie ❤️
?????
Cliff
Don't question it, buddy
I stopped a while ago
Right.
Cliff
But Rose?
Rose
Hm?
Cliff
Why did you ask if we've left yet?
You ladies coming, too?
Rose
Of course!!
Gotta make sure my Shanebug has as much emotional support there as possible!!
I'm just waiting for Sveta to finish getting ready
She's looking like a sexy lawyer 😛
No one will be able to pay attention 🙇🏼‍♀️
Svetlana
I will be ready in a few minutes
Need to match my beautiful Rose's gorgeousness, of course ❤️
Rose
Aww, you're so sweet!! 😍
I love youuuu!!!! ❤️
Svetlana
 Я тоже тебя люблю ❤️
Get a fucking room
Please
Cliff
I think they're cute
Making me feel very single, but cute
Who?
Cliff
Who what?
Who the fuck asked what you think?
Rose
Aww!!
Princess can chirp
And that was actually really good!!
I'm so very proud of you ❤️
I hate it here
Svetlana
Am ready now
We will see you boys there

----
As always, Shane had insisted on arriving early to the meeting, even though he knew that the wait for everyone to arrive would make him even more jittery. His pre-meeting run and following twenty minute shower helped with his nerves, but actually getting into the conference room his mother had booked for the meeting, brought back all those feelings he tried to repress.
No one was late, not even a minute. Everyone arrived perfectly on time, which already showed Shane and his group that the team was serious about making good. Even Hayes and Dykstra who were always a little late to meetings were there on time, today was the exception to the norm. Lisa and Caitlin probably made sure they're on time. Shane thought as they took their seats at the big conference table, across from him.
Shane's group consisted of Ilya and his parents, of course, Hayden, Jackie and Cliff. Svetlana and Rose also made a surprise appearance. As well as Scott Hunter.
Everyone was a little taken aback when they spotted Scott, obviously not expecting him to be there. But understood that Shane needed all the support he could get. And he was in a relationship with his rival after all, though the rivalry was never what they thought it was. Compatitive, yes. Obviously. Shane and Ilya both absolutely loathed losing, especially against each other. But never true hatred. They figured that he probably had friends all over on the enemy's lines. And that included Scott Hunter.
Coach Wiebe was also there and tried to stay as neutral as possible, by taking a seat in between the different fractions. It was only in his best interest for the team to work through their differences and clear the air. He was glad that Shane had come to him when he did. Obviously would've preferred if he had said something sooner though. Two months is a very long time to just bottle everything up. Naturally, it was only a matter of time until he would let his feelings and thoughts spill over. From what he saw and understood, it only took one more drop, which was added at the team BBQ that was supposed to fix everything.
Shane also mentioned that he thought of requesting a trade, if they can't manage to fix things, during that one on one meeting. Coach Wiebe understood why Shane would go that far, he knew some parts of his backstory with Montreal after all.
Montreal fucked up, that's an open secret. Coach Wiebe knew that and he's still surprised, impressed more like, that Shane decided to return to the rink at all. Every other player would've walked away and wouldn't have looked back. But not Shane Hollander. That man was determined to make the best out of every situation, no matter how shitty said situation was for him. Too stubborn to just give up.
Coach Wiebe first met him during a meeting that Shane had attended with his mother. The first negotiation attempts to find a new team for him. At the time no one knew why Montreal even wanted to give up their golden boy, the player that brought them three fucking Stanley Cups. Who in their right mind would trade away their star player?
Many teams had voiced their interest in getting Shane Hollander on their team. Again, obviously. Who wouldn't want the best player in the whole league to play for them?
Coaches and owners alike, everyone tried to get Shane on their team. As if he was a priced cattle. But he didn't seem interested in any of the offers, not that he had much to say in the matter anyway. He just stared, completely zoned out and disinterested, while his mother was taking part in the negotioations. She didn't want her son to end up with a shit team, one possibly worse than Montreal.
Shane showed absolutely no interest, until it was Coach Wiebe's turn to speak. Shane recognized him immediately. At the time he didn't know why. He hasn't been the coach of the centaurs for long, hasn't achieved much either. The Centaurs were considered the worst team in the league, despite getting Ilya Rozanov to sign with them the season prior. But somehow Shane Hollander seemed interested. Though no one caught that glimmer of hope in his eyes, except for his mother and of course Coach Wiebe.
He figured that he had done well in a past life, granting him great Karma, when Shane signed his new contract with the Centaurs a week later. He heard through the grapevine that Montreal made him sign there, apparently not realizing that it was exactly what Shane had wanted, as punishment. Collect millions of dollars for him, as they tossed him aside to invest into "the next big thing". Which turned out to be a young rookie who flunked out of the season only two games in, not being able to deal with the pressure of living up to the legacy that Shane Hollander had left behind.
The punishment, he had learned, was for Shane being gay. Something Montreal couldn't tolerate apparently. Assholes, he thought. He had many, many more unsavory thoughts about that team, the management, the coaches and the league in general, but chose to not indulge in those urges. He did know however, that he wanted to make the Centaurs a safe haven for Shane. After all the shit that he had to go through, just because he was "different" according to Montreal, he deserved nothing less.
And when Ilya and Shane had revealed their long term relationship to Coach Wiebe before Shane's official start with the Centaurs, he was even more determined. He never had any doubts that their relationship would get in the way of the team and their dynamics. But now it technically did, but also not really. Because the boys weren't homophobic. It was just a messed up, confusing situation that he still didn't have a full grasp of. He only heard of Shane's perspective so far, hoping that the meeting would clear everything up now.
Coach Wiebe glanced around the room, everyone, on both sides of the table, was shuffling with pieces of paper in front of them. Notes on what to say most likely, so that no one would forget anything. He was impressed to see that level of determination. Was relieved about it too. His boys were really trying.
The last person arrived and closed the door behind them. The meeting was in session.
"I would like to get started, if it's okay for everyone. I'm on call and there's a very high chance that I'll have to leave very soon. But I really need to get out what I have to say," Lisa Hayes was the first one to speak up, earning confused looks from almost all sides of the table, including Coach Wiebe. He expected for only the players and Shane's group to lead the charge. Not one of the WAGs.
She received a nod from Shane, signalizing her that he was okay with her request. "I feel very responsible for this entire situation. Because I was the reason you left the WAGs chat, Shane. I objectified you, talked about you in a way that was absolutely not okay. I thought it was, because it wasn't the first time, but it really wasn't okay. It was the worst possible timing.
I was an insensitive bitch that didn't realize how much shit you must've heard after your fight from all sides of the media. I thought i was being considerate by waiting a couple of weeks before I talk about it, but it was still very wrong. You left the chat because of me, made up the lie that Jane, well you, and Roz broke up. The boys heard about it and that's how all of this started," She wasn't reading any notes, she knew what she wanted to say to Shane since he left the chat. But what she hasn't had the chance to say before. "I'm so, so sorry for all the distress that my actions have caused you. And I don't expect you to forgive me right away, or ever really, but I needed to tell you how sorry I am. I wanted to tell you before, but I didn't know how."
She wasn't exactly groveling, but showed definite remorse. Shane saw that too. In truth, he was never upset with her. She wasn't the first to talk about him the way that she did, neither was she the last. Fair, he was uncomfortable with the way she talked about him and inspired the other members of the chat to speak about him at first, but that feeling has long faded. About the time when the ignoring started. He accepted her apology and only a few minutes after, her phone buzzed and she had to leave.
For a moment after Lisa left, there was an uncomfortable silence spread across the room. Shane didn't know if he should say something next, or let one of his teammates take the floor. The guys were similarly hesitant, until one of them stood up.
"I'd like to continue," Troy Barrett announced, looking down on his notes, before focusing solely on Shane, "I need to address something that is my own problem, but still feels relevant to the way I acted towards you. This situation has reminded me that I haven't really changed since I've left Toronto. I'm still the same guy that just follows along with whatever the "boss" of the group says, no matter how much I might disagree. I knew that we shouldn't have gotten involved, that you would just clear up whatever issue you have, if there was one, on your own. No need for us to stick our heads into your life.
But I was terrified of getting left behind again, that it started to cloud my judgement. And I really don't want to throw the guys under the bus by saying that, because they only wanted to help at first, but I should just stand my ground next time they suggest getting involved in someone else's business. I'm sorry for being a stupid, mindless follower and not standing up for you, like Nick eventually did."
"We meant well, but overstepped so many lines, ignored boundaries you've clearly set for yourself and your relationship because we felt entitiled to it," Bood took over, finding the perfect segway to his apology. "And you were right, we stopped seeing you as Shane Hollander, the hockey player. Instead you were just Shane, Roz's partner, or ex-partner as we thought. I didn't even think of it that way before until you said it, but it hit me that I've never done that with any of the other partners of the other players. Just with you and I don't know why.
Saying that we acted wrong, would seriously minimize the damage that we've caused by treating you this way. Nothing changed with Troy and Harris, or even Haasy when they came out to us. But with you, we diminished your achievements and only viewed you for your relationship. And that's so fucking wrong, I'm actually disgusted by our actions. I'm so sorry, Shane."
"Not to mention that there was no fucking reason for us to get involved in your relationship in the first place," Hayes chimed in, Ilya wanted to object. Bouncing off of each other during their apologies was not the plan they had agreed on, but Shane allowed it. He didn't want to interrupt the flow. "Because I know that no one would stick their nose into my private life and relationship like that. Like we did it with you. So I can really only imagine what it must've been like for you."
"And by thinking that ignoring you is the right solution, was beyond moronic. I really can't comprehend was must've gone through my head when I read Pike's messages. I read them again when I started writing down my notes and it just straight up baffles me. So much actually, that I got my head checked out by a doctor," Dykstra almost dared to chuckle, even though it wasn't a funny situation whatsoever. "We pushed you further away, despite wanting to achieve the opposite. I really can't apologize enough. My dumbass caused you so much pain for no reason other than my inability to read and comprehend sentences."
They all continued apologizing over and over again, until they eventually started to repeat themselves. Everything that Shane had adressed before was covered, they provided proper apologies. Shane was pleased. Or, as pleased as he could be. Ilya felt the same.
But Shane had the feeling that he needed to share more of what happened with Montreal, for them to fully grasp the severity of the situation, of the pain that they have caused him.
He stood up to speak, his hands trembling slightly as he picked up his notes.
"First, I'd like to thank you all for your apologies. I heard you, but I'll still need some time to think things through fully. I'm willing to work with all of you through this though. So yes, I'd like to remain a member of the Centaurs. You showed me that you care about me after all, that you're better than Montreal," he took a deep breath, before continuing. Ilya noticed his boyfriend's shudder, sudden worry overrunning him. Everyone in the room realized that he was about to share something heavy. Something he has been holding in for a long time. Hayden shuffled in his seat.
"Speaking of Montreal actually. I know I've said that would need to unpack this with a therapist first and I still will see a therapist about this, don't worry, but I still feel the need to share it with you. So you understand why I reacted the way that I did when everything came crashing down.
About three months before I was eventually traded, I felt comfortable enough with the team to share my biggest secret with them. A secret that until this point I've never actually had the chance of sharing myself, except for one time. When I told Ilya that I'm gay. After already being something with him for eight years, so it was basically pointless. As he already knew, but that doesn't matter. The other times we were either caught by someone, or someone sat me down to explain the concept of me being gay to me," he glanced over to Rose with a shy smile, "Whether it was someone walking in on us, or sharing a room number too close to someone else, for them to overhear, I was never able to say it myself. Admit it, without getting caught.
Because of course I eventually told my parents or Hayden, or Cliff, but only after they basically already knew. It never came out of the blue for them.
Until I decided to tell my teammates in Montreal. I didn't talk to Hayden about it before, he probably would've stopped me if he knew of my plans. But I ambushed him, like I did the rest of the team. I thought it was safe, thought they would be okay about it. As you can imagine by my hesitance to talk about this topic until now, things didn't go well.
It started with insults, every fucking insult in the book. Dozens of slurs thrown at my head. Because they knew they could hurt me with it and it did really hurt at first, but eventually I stopped caring. They were annoyed  that I didn't care anymore and decided to change their approach to hurt me. By doing it physically," Shane could feel that Ilya was about to explode next to him, he too didn't know how intense the circumstances with Montreal really were. "At first they just started checking me harder during practice or ignoring my defense during games. So I'd get injured more easily. No one cared and I also shrugged it off. I thought that's what I deserve for disrupting the teams dynamics like that.
Then, a month before the trade, the team decided to go out after winning a game and invited me too," Hayden flinched at the mere mention of that night, which had everyone listening worried about what Shane was about to tell them, "I naively thought that things were finally turning around. Improving. That we could be a team again, like we were before I opened my mouth. But no. I was stupid. I don't know why I thought that adding alcohol would help with anything, it just got them more unhinged. More filled by hatred. And I was their target."
He continued the story, of how he was physically assaulted by his very angry, very drunk teammates. How Hayden also took hits, when he tried to get them off Shane. And how they both fled the scene, beaten and bruised. Hayden showed the scar on his arm. Comeau tried to hit Shane over the head with a bottle, Hayden blocked it and cut open parts of his arm.
He left out some of the most graphic details, no one needed to hear them. Everyone was already horrified enough. They foolishly thought there wasn't more than the occasional slur or mean glare thrown in Shane's direction. Idiots, naive fucking idiots.
Shane could tell that Ilya was fuming, both at Montreal, but also because he hasn't told him about that event before. He felt bad for it, horrible even. But he just couldn't say anything before today, not even to Hayden. And Hayden was there when it happened. They never spoke of it. Tension thick enough to be cut with a knife between them whenever someone mentioned Montreal.
"It felt really good to get my revenge on Comeau, can't lie," he tried to soften the tension in the room, "and I don't want my past with Montreal to define me anymore. I want to move on, but I can't erase what happened. Because it did and I'm still working through it. It felt important to me to share it with you, so you can see how much I've had to endure before. But just because I went through something worse before, doesn't mean that I wasn't hurt by your actions.
I wasn't physically hurt, but emotionally. The sudden change in attitude catapulted me back to that locker room months ago, when everyone who I thought was my friend, suddenly turned into something else. Something that viewed me as the enemy, even though I didn't do anything wrong. Hating me for loving someone, who they didn't even know about. Still don't. Just so bothered by the fact that I'm gay, that they would go as far as do all of that.
It doesn't feel fair to compare you to them in that regard, I know that you would never actually dare to hurt me, because you're scared of Ilya. Which I guess is fine, but also not. Because you shouldn't hurt me because you care about me and not because you're scared of who I'm dating, but you know that. I'm repeating myself at this point.
So, to sum it all up, because I can't stand the sound of my own voice anymore, if I'm honest. I will forgive you, eventually. You showed that you care, you addressed every issue that I've written down in my notes, acknowledged that you fucked up and want to improve. Thank you for that. I hope you will stay true to your words and now I'm looking forward to beating the Admirals on friday. As a fucking team."
 





  
    Chapter End Notes

    this was very heavy but now there's actually no more angst lol
2 more chapters to go <3

russian translations:

мой цветок - my flower
Я тоже тебя люблю - I love you too
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      welcome welcome to the last "normal" part of this fic hehehe
i actually can't believe that i managed to write this entire fic in a month?? (first chapter was posted on the 5th of march)
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so much to write, so little time hehe

enjoy the chapter <3
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  Cens 🏒💪🥅

gentlemen
i have returned
i know that it has been 5 long months without me by your side on the ice
but i am ready to reclaim my title of captain
Hazy
Hell yeah dude!!
Your doctor cleared you for games then?
 yes 😎
Hollzy
No, she didn't
shane please
do not be like this now
Hollzy
She cleared you to rejoin practice, but still not overdo it
No games yet
Don't make me call Lisa to yell at you again
you are so boring
Bood
You can't really complain about that
You chose him
yes, i know
i will always choose him
he is perfect the way he is
but that is not my point right now
Pike
He loves boring
Don't pay attention to him
He's exactly where he wants to be
no one asked you pike
Pike
No one had to ask me
I'm just stating the objective truth right now
whatever, pike
Barrett
Okay, I'll ask it
Will this work out?
They'll probably jump each other as soon as they meet in the locker room
Hollzy
No, we won't.
We're keeping our business to ourselves, don't worry.
Barrett
That's good to know
Thank you for that information
But actually I really didn't mean you, Hollzy
I meant if Pike and Roz can play nice, now that Roz is coming back to practice
Hollzy
Oh.
Anyway.
Bood
Boy 😂
Hollzy
MOVING ON 🙂
I'm sure that Hayden and Ilya will be getting along just fine
They're best friends
SLANDER
Pike
BLASPHEMY
bitch boy pike??
MY best friend??
no
never
Pike
Shane
how fucking DARE you say something as outrageous as this???
I'll jump off a cliff if I would ever admit to something like this actually
Hollzy
*shared a video*
[The sent video shows Ilya and Hayden cuddling on the sofa, drunkenly confessing that they're each other's best friend.]
Jump then ❤️
THAT IS FAKE
PIKE TELL THEM
IS A FAKE VIDEO
Pike
...
I'm not taking part in this
Hayden Pike left the group chat.
Shane Hollander added Hayden Pike to the chat.
Hollzy
Sorry Hayden
There's no escaping the truth ❤️
Pike
Dude, where the hell did you even get that video?? 😭
Hollzy
It's actually one of many
Jackie's provided me with a lot of proof for this exact occasion ❤️
Bood
Is there a chance that I could also get some of these videos?
They'll make brilliant blackmail material 👀
Hollzy
I'll DM you
Bood
Fuck yeah
Pike
SHANE???
Ilya Rozanov removed Shane Hollander from the chat.
Chouinard
Dude
What the fuck is wrong with you??
Nick Chouinard added Shane Hollander to the chat.
you are a kiss ass, nick
that is the term yes?
Dykstra
Yup
he will share many more of my secrets with the team
and since you already know the biggest ones
there is nothing holding him back now
all at my expense
videos first
then before i know it, there will be another sex ban
i cannot go through that again
last time was hell
i barely survived it
you all saw
Hollzy
Ilya 🙂
yes солнце? ☺️
Hollzy
The sex ban would be easily reinstated
Just saying
no, that is really not necessary
i am all good
and i will shut up now 😍
Hazy
WHIPPED 🫵🏻
Bood
Shut up Hazy
As if you wouldn't let Marlow walk you like a dog, too
Hazy
Don't expose me like that 😭
What was the reason for that??
oh yes
speaking of marley
i almost forgot
Hazy
What.
Ilya Rozanov added Cliff Marlow to the chat.
say hello to our new player
the baddest bitch alive
the sexiest man on this planet
next to me and shane, of course
my ACTUAL best friend
marley 😍
Marlow
Love the introduction, Roz
You really know how to make a guy feel welcome
Sup everyone 😏
Hazy
Oh
My
Fucking
God
I will faint
Marlow
Don't worry baby, I'll catch you 😘
Chouinard
Hazy actually went down
What the fuck
Dykstra
Welcome to the team Marlow
It's really good to have you
But, fucking hell
We really are the gayest team in the league, aren't we?
Barrett
We sure fucking are
And having one of the only openly queer players on our team now, will only support that title even more, I think
Marlow
Gayest team in the league, eh?
Sounds about right
I'll fit right in
Thank you for the warm welcome 😏
Pike
Certainly a better welcome than the one that I got
First I got removed over and over again by Rozanov and then they started talking about parents sexting
You have people fainting for you
What the actual fuck is up with the favoritism in this team??
Marlow
It's called being sexy, Hayden
You still got a lot to learn 😘
Pike
Fucking whatever
Marlow
I can tutor you if you want 😘
Bood
Welcome Marlow!!
Wait
So, that's why you were looking at houses in Ottawa?
Marlow
Yup
I had Shane help me find the perfect house
Because he knows his shit
I ended up buying his house, though
Chouinard
You bought his house?
What do you mean?
Marlow
With all of you knowing now, Shane and Ilya decided to move in together fully
They had separate houses before
But not anymore
Because I bought Shane's 😍
Pike
Shane offered you HIS house???
YOU??
I also just moved to Ottawa??
Where was this gesture then??
shanes house is not big enough for the million pike kids 🤷🏼‍♂️
Pike
I have 4 kids
That's a totally normal amount
i said what i said
Hollzy
You also didn't ask me for help
Cliff did
Soooo, that's kinda on you
Pike
Bullied by my eldest son 💔
Hollzy
You'll live ❤️
Bood
I have to say Hollzy
I love this new side of you
Thank you for letting us witness your unhingedness
Dykstra
Yeah, you're actually funny as fuck
Who would've thought
Hazy
This just proves that you're all fake Shane Hollander fans
Rose Landry has been telling people for YEARS about how funny Hollzy actually is
You were just too blind to see it 😔
Bood
Welcome back, Hazy
How was your nap?
Hazy
Shut up, Bood
We're talking about Hollzy right now
Hollzy
I guess, I feel more comfortable with you guys by now
Tell me if I ever get too much though lol
Don't wanna be annoying
Chouinard
You could never be annoying
Hollzy
You also said that nothing will change after the Montreal game 6 months ago
It was the day I learned that men are liars
Chouinard
Oh yeah... My bad 🧍🏻‍♂️
Well, I actually mean it this time, though
Bood
Nick's right
We love seeing your true self and we won't ever find you annoying
Hazy
^
Barrett
^^
Dykstra
^^^
Pike
^^^^
Marlow
^^^^^
Haasy
^^^^^^
he can be very annoying, though
do not underestimate him
Bood
Dude, that's your boyfriend 😭
fiancé*
i am allowed to say it 
Hazy
Don't know if Hollzy would necessarily agree with that
WAIT
PAUSE
Fiancé????
You guys are engaged????
yes 🥰
Hollzy
This isn't how we agreed that we would tell you, but whatever
Yes, we are engaged :)
I asked him to marry me about 2 months ago
A few days after the team meeting
he overheard me telling old man scott hunter that i want to marry him once the mess with the team is cleared up
but he was faster and proposed to me before i could even buy the ring
but he is always faster, so i should not be surprised 😏
Hollzy
...
I take it back actually
And for the record, I already bought the ring three years ago
no Любимый
no takebacks 😚
you are stuck with me forever
Chouinard
Congratulations!!
Hazy
You bought the ring three fucking years ago??
What the fuck??
So happy for you guys!!
Marlow
And so the first husbands of hockey finally make their debut
Well, not their public debut, but close enough
I knew it was only a matter of time
Barrett
Congratulations 🥳
Haasy
And the people online told me that shipping you two is a waste of time
If only those losers knew
Never give up on your delusions people
Bood
Congrats you two!!
I can't believe it
Our very own loverboy Roz is getting hitched 🤧
Marlow
You didn't even know him before he was already exclusive with Shane
You missed out, trust me 😏
oh yes 😏
Haasy
What's going on now?
What do those looks mean?
Marlow
Wouldn't you like to know, Haasy 😏
Hazy
Oh.
I get it.
Haasy
What do they mean?
Hazy
Just know that I'm EXTREMELY jealous of Roz right now
Haasy
Oh, so it's a sex thing.
Got it. 😭
hazy do not ruin the child
Haasy
I'm not a child???
of course you are
you are little luca
youngest on the team and therefore the baby
obviously
Haasy
...
Hollzy
Cliff
You're a little too involved in our lives, I fear
First they think you're fucking me
And now they find out that you actually have a past with Ilya
Marlow
Well, I fear I'll have to get even more involved actually
Chouinard
Do I even want to know?
Marlow
You'll see soon 😏
Hollzy
Good segway, Cliff
Are you guys and your partners free next month on the 9th?
Actually nevermind, I already know you are
Your partners helped us plan everything lol
Just asking out of courtesy, I guess
Bood
What's on the 9th?
our wedding 😍🥰






  
    Chapter End Notes

    very unspectacular last chapter, i know. but after everything that went on during the last arc of the fic, i thought something casual to send it off would be nice.

next up: the epilogue

 

russian translations:

солнце - sun
Любимый - darling

 

Edit 04/08/26: while editing this chapter i noticed that i completely forgot to add luca????? i fixed that now. the poor child got completely forgotten 😭
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      HERE IT IS!!
the epilogue, the END of this fic, the royal wedding of the hockey world.
I'm very happy with how this turned out and I hope you'll enjoy this big fluff piece as much as i did writing it!!

I'll put my final thoughts in the end note, sooooo:
enjoy the last chapter of infiltrators <3
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June 9th. 
The date that will go down in history. The day of the wedding of the first husbands of hockey. Shane wasn't really sure what that meant, or why it was such a big deal.
Obviously it was a big deal to him personally. It's a day that he's been looking forward to for years, after all. His wedding. He would finally marry Ilya. His Ilya. The first man he's ever been with. And the last man he ever wants to be with. 
But a revolutionary day to the hockey world? Probably not. Technically, the hockey world wasn't even aware of this yet. The league didn't know that this was happening, neither were the fans of the sport in general. It was just a private ceremony at their cottage, with only their closest friends and family to witness this event. And Shane wouldn't want to have it any other way.
Hayden as his best man, Svetlana as Ilya's maid of honor. Perfect, how it's supposed to be. Even Cliff got a role within the wedding. While Svetlana didn't want to share her role of Ilya's best friend and most trusted person, Cliff chose the role of officiant for the ceremony.
Shane loved the idea immediately, he couldn't lie. He probably should've questioned it more, ask questions in general, but he didn't. Cliff offered, he and Ilya agreed. Shane was especially fond of this idea, because that meant there wouldn't be another person out there knowing about his relationship with Ilya. Everyone who knows the secret is at the wedding, not a single person from outside of their trusted circle would be there. 
He loved it. It put him at ease. It's supposed to be their day after all, not the world's. Probably their last moment of privacy, before they would eventually come out publicly, tell everyone about their relationship. Their marriage. Of course it would be once they were ready. Whenever that is. Not today.
It was definitely insane to plan a wedding in less than three months, the WAGs were aware of that. But insane didn't mean impossible. Especially not when the one getting married was Shane fucking Hollander. As the son of the planning genius herself, Yuna Hollander, Shane provided the wives of his teammates with "rough outlines" of what he had imagined for his wedding, right after telling them about the engagement. He called it rough outlines, but in reality it was fully detailed plan. They expected nothing else.
To perfectly plan the wedding of his dreams, Shane met up with the WAGs regularly. Ilya also joined a few times, but not too often. He let Shane take care of everything, so it would be perfect. For Ilya it was already enough that he's the groom. He needed nothing more.
And because of Shane's determination and pre-planning, the actual planning process went by quickly. Within two months, matching suits were purchased, catering was organized, flowers were arranged. All that Shane had to worry about was taken out of his hands, handed over to other people to be concerned about. 
Jackie was the head of the planning commitee. Like she promised she would be, back when she and Shane first discussed weddings. Shortly after finding out about their relationship in 2017. Harris said he'd take care of the music, Evan agreed to help too. They said that they were already working on the perfect wedding playlist. Shane had his doubts, but let them do their thing anyway. Bood took care of the food, with Nick's and Wyatt's help. Troy baked the cake, together with Caitlin and Lisa. Cliff had to write five different speeches before one was approved by Yuna. Rose, Svetlana, Cassie and Selena took care of the flower arrangements. David picked up their suits. Hayden was on "calming down Shane" duty on the big day.
Everyone helped in some way, so Shane and Ilya wouldn't have to worry about a single thing. Wedding planning can take a village and theirs came in clutch. The Centaurs were making sure that Shane would never feel left out again. That he would never have the feeling that he didn't belong again. That he wasn't their friend. Because he was.
Months of planning flew by and now the ceremony was only two hours away.
After she finished getting ready, Svetlana went to check on Ilya, who was changing in the room next door. She knew that Ilya isn't the one to get cold feet normally, but this day wasn't normal. Her best friend was getting married. Not for convenience or because it was an arranged wedding. He was getting married for love. The truest form of love, she had ever seen Ilya express. "You look beautiful, Ilyusha," Svetlana wasn't the person to cry easily and obviously she wouldn't change now. But seeing Ilya, her Ilyusha, dressed up like a fairytale prince brought a moistness to her eyes. She tried to blink it away.
"I should be saying that to you. My beautiful, gorgeous Sveta," she pulled him into a hug, it didn't stop her from tearing up more though. At least she wasn't alone, Ilya was just as emotional, if not even more. "A while back I thought that I would be marrying you, not Shane," he laughed, remembering his first visit to this very cottage years ago, where he told Shane that he could marry his childhood friend out of convenience. Not just out of convenience of course, he loves Svetlana, just not like that. And Shane had looked at him like he was planning to burn down the cottage with them both in it for even suggesting such a thing.
"I am glad that you are not marrying me. We would be horrible spouses. Lavender marriage," she pulled a tissue out of her purse, carefully wiping away Ilya's tears. "Your Shane and my Rose would not be happy about it either, hm?" 
"Probably not, I am happy with how things are right now," Ilya said, adjusting his tie, "would not want to change a thing," but that was not exactly true. He would've loved for parts of his family to be there for his big day. Not his brother of course, never him. Obviously not his father either, even if he was alive. He mainly just wanted his mother. He started fiddeling with the cross necklace around his neck.
Svetlana noticed his sudden change in demeanor too. She had seen him do the same thing when they visited Irina's grave a few months ago. "Your Mama would be proud of you. Proud of the man you have become," she gently caressed his cheek, brushing away a tear with her thumb. "And she would love Shane too. Your Shanyusha. Just like you love him."
"You think so?"
"I know so and I am never wrong, so you should listen to me," she shrugged. "And now, wipe away your tears and finish getting ready. You do not want to keep your boy waiting." 
Get yourself together, you cannot cry before the ceremony even started. Svetlana scolded herself in her thoughts. She definitely had to touch up her make up now. The day may not be about her, but she had to look her best. As her Ilyusha deserved nothing less.
A few rooms down the hall, Shane was getting ready. Suddenly getting very nervous again. With only a little over one and a half hours to go, before the ceremony would start, he wanted to check on so many things. If all the decorations were in place, if all the guests were already there, if Ilya was doing alright. He wanted to grab his phone and text Jackie, when Rose walked into the room. Perfectly dressed up, as stunning as she could be.
"What are you doing?" She asked, after Shane threw his phone across the room onto the bed. He was more jumpy than he thought he would be. 
"Nothing, all's good," he lied nervously. He didn't want to get scolded by Rose, but she saw right through him. He sighed. "I think I'm freaking out."
"I figured. So I took a stroll around the place and checked on everything before coming to see you," she walked over to him and took his arm, guiding him to the bed so he could sit down and take a few calming breaths. "The cake is in the fridge, Zane's ready to fire up the grill as soon as the ceremony is over. Jade and Ruby look absolutely adorable in their flower girl dresses and Hayden is currently rehearsing with them, when they have to walk and stand where. Harris and Evan have the music all set up, ready for when we're getting started. Your mom's making Cliff rehearse his speech over and over again, because she told him she won't tolerate him messing anything up on her baby's special day. Caitlin picked up the rings from the jeweler, like she promised she would and I just ran into Sveta on my way here, she talked to Ilya. He's already dressed, doing okay and is looking forward to finally getting married to you. There's nothing for you to worry about." 
"Do we have chairs? I just remembered that I forgot to add chairs in my plans," Rose couldn't help but chuckle at her friends panic. It was probably a little mean to be amused by this.
"You handed over the torch to Jackie Pike. Of course there are chairs." 
"Okay," he took a deep breath. "Okay, perfect. Thank you," his breathing finally started to calm down, everything was accounted for, everything will be fine. It will be perfect.
And everything was perfect. Exactly like Shane had imagined it. Rose's words helped, but the little voice of panic in his head wasn't yet satisfied. He had to see the entire setup with his own two eyes before he could actually believe it.
Ilya and Shane took their positions at the makeshift altar, under the wedding arch that David had built just for this occasion. Shane took in the sight of his fiancé. The suit fit perfectly, his hair was flawlessly curled, his cross necklace sitting on top of his chest, not hidden under his shirt like normally. For everyone to see. His mother was right here with them, like she would be, if she was still alive. Shane was sure of it. 
From everything that he had heard about Irina Rozanova, he knew that she was a wonderful woman who loved Ilya so much. He would give everything to have her here right now, sitting next to his parents in the front row, to be able to witness this important moment in her son's life. But her being there in spirit, in form of the cross around Ilya's neck, had to suffice.
Ilya was just overall majestic to look at. 
And Ilya felt similarly about Shane. He would probably be made fun of later, for how obsessively in-love he was and how he could only barely hold his tears back. Shane was absolutely ethereal in his eyes, he couldn't help but stare. Take it all in. 
The two of them were already emotional, before Cliff even had the chance to get started with his prepared speech. But he was prepared for that, he pulled out tissues and handed one to each of them. With Cliff appearing, everyone knew that they had to sit down, as the ceremony was about to begin.
"Well, hello everyone," Cliff started, getting the full attention of the guests. "We have gathered here today on this beautiful and thankfully very sunny day, to celebrate the union of Ilya Grigoryevich Rozanov and Shane Hollander. Don't look at me like that Ilya, Yuna made me add your middle name too, and I'm not arguing with your soon-to-be mother-in-law.
A lot of you are probably wondering what the hell I'm doing here. Why I should be the right person to officiate this wedding. To explain all of that, let me tell you a little story. Years ago, when Ilya first joined the Boston Bears, our Coach asked me to help him get settled. We're close in age and I was also just drafted the season prior, so we could try to find our place in the team together, as I was still struggling with that. It would be perfect. I was also assigned to pick him up from the airport when he arrived in Boston after the draft. Still don't know why Coach thought it would be a good idea for me to do that, my driving was absolutely atrocious back then, probably still is, but I'm certainly not complaining. Not anymore at least.
I had to wait a couple hours, because his flight was late, so I was already in a sour mood when he finally showed his face. All happy, not a care in the world it seemed. This boy, who just turned 19 and barely spoke English. Who suddenly became my responsibility. But despite the language barrier, we got along almost immediately. To my understanding at least. 
Even before the rivalry with Shane was played up by the public, Ilya couldn't shut up about him. Every other word out of his mouth was Shane's name or his accomplishments. As a previously closeted bisexual man myself, I instantly knew that there was more to his interest in Shane than just admiration. And I was soon to be proven right about that. 
In late 2016 after a catastrophic night at a club in Montreal, Ilya opened up to me about his sexuality. Even though I already sorta figured it out before, from his "admiration", don't want to say obsession, towards Shane, but also from our shared "nights out" over the years. But the latter isn't the most important part to note. He shared his most precious secret with me, because he trusts me. He didn't have that level of trust with anyone else on our team, or in general. With the exception of Svetlana, probably. It made me feel like I was worth a million bucks to be part of his close inner circle. Still does.
I didn't know about Shane specifically, only knew of his "Montreal Girl" Jane. I don't pride myself to be the smartest person alive, so I never actually connected the dots, until I accidentally hit Shane on the ice. I'm sure we all remember that. I'm still very sorry about that, by the way.
Ilya's reaction to the hit was something I've never seen on him before. It was then that I realized that Shane was actually more than just a rival. That there was a closer bond between these two. But I didn't feel like I had the right to ask Ilya about it. Whether I was correct about my assumption or not. Since I was the one to cause the accident.
But despite my error, that I thought would make him hate me, Ilya still confirmed it to me. He probably saw the question written across my face when we finally had a moment alone, in our hotel room, away from all prying eyes, and decided that I was worthy of knowing. Worthy of being part of the secret. I felt honored. It's not every day that you learn about two players dating in one of the most homophobic professional sports. The first boyfriends of hockey, I called them. Even though they technically weren't even officially boyfriends at that point.
Ilya visited Shane in the hospital the next day and told me afterwards that Shane had invited him to this very cottage. To spend the summer, instead of going back to Russia. He was hesitant about it at first, worried that things would get too real, too quickly. Worried that Shane wasn't as into it as he was. That there wasn't the same love that he felt. Ironic, judging by where we are right now, I know. But he was set on saying no to Shane's request. I tried to talk him into going. That it would be good for him, that I was sure Shane felt the same way, but it was like talking with a wall. 
It wasn't until a few weeks later, that fateful night in June of 2017. The night that changed history. I know how dramatic or cheesy that sounds, but I can't describe it any other way. I was at Ilya's house to watch the game with him and Svetlana. And I noticed that he was texting Shane almost the entire time. Didn't say anything about it though, I didn't want to be an ass. 
The Admirals won the cup that year and that's great or whatever, but the most important part happened right after. Ilya's gonna hate me for praising Scott Hunter in my speech during his wedding ceremony, but I can't talk about Shane and Ilya's story without mentioning Scott and Kip. Sorry Ilya, but you'll live through this. I know you will. Scott's your friend, after all.
When Scott pulled Kip onto the ice and kissed him on National TV, I saw a spark in Ilya's eyes. Something that wasn't quite an "I can have that too?", it was more an "I will have that." Not a question, pure determination. I've never seen him get up that fast to call someone. That someone being Shane, of course. He went to the Cottage that summer and their love finally blossomed, as they made their relationship official that summer.
After that summer and their relationship getting found out by both Shane's parents and the Pikes, they probably thought it was about time for me to officially meet Shane, too. As I already knew about them, as well. Shane wasn't thrilled about me knowing at first. If looks could kill, I wouldn't be around anymore, trust me.
But officially meeting Shane, the real Shane. Not the famous persona of Shane Hollander the hockey player, was a delight. He's one of the funniest guys I know and I'm glad to be able to call him one of my closest friends. I couldn't imagine anyone better at Ilya's side. No one could even reach him, no matter how hard they tried. I've never actually seen two people more obsessed with each other than they are. And I'm beyond proud that you two allowed me to take such a big part in your wedding.
But enough of my babbling, for now at least. Because I believe our grooms have prepared vows that they'd like to read to each other," Cliff gestured to his two friends, who didn't waste another second and immediately took their little notebooks out of their pockets.
Shane was up first. He read his vows in russian. Svetlana helped him in the months leading up to the wedding. Not with writing them, but she helped with the translations and Shane's pronounciation. He needed them to be perfect after all, or as perfect as they can be with only a few weeks to actually learn. No one was really surprised by Shane doing this, except for Ilya. He only stared, taking in every word that left Shane's mouth, eventually failing to hold back his tears. Shane's vows were truly just for him.
Ilya had planned a similar thing. He started writing his vows months ago, before all of the mess with team even happened. When he was sorting Shane's spice drawer to hopefully lift the almost three week long sex ban. Shane said that he loved speaking French, but doesn't do it enough anymore. So Ilya decided to write his vows in French. His pronounciation was probably horrible. He hadn't asked anyone for help. He was too stubborn to do so, but judging by Shane's loving expression while he was reciting his vows, he did well enough. And that's all that mattered to him.
"Okay now, let's get to the most important part. The rings," Cliff handed each of them a small ring box, that Caitlin gave him before the ceremony started. "Ilya Grigoryevich Rozanov do you promise to love Shane Hollander, have him be your favorite person and navigate this crazy, scary world with him by your side for whatever comes next?"
"I do," Ilya put the ring on Shane's finger.
"Shane Hollander do you promise to love Ilya Grigoryevich Rozanov, have him be your favorite person and navigate this crazy, scary world with him by your side for whatever comes next?"
"I do," Shane put the ring on Ilya's finger.
"Alright. By the power vested in me by a license I bought on the Internet while shitfaced drunk, one random night almost ten years ago, you are now married," Cliff finished his speech, Shane couldn't believe that his mother actually apporved of that ending. Because she didn't. But Cliff thought that a little laugh was the best way to break through all the other emotions. "You may kiss."
"I thought my mom told you not to say it like that." Shane murmured in Cliff's direction.
"Just kiss your husband, Hollander." Cliff laughed.
Cheered on by their closest friends and family, Ilya and Shane shared their first kiss as a married couple.
 
~~~~
Cens WAGs 🩷💕💞💗

Cassie Boodram removed Lily (Hollander) from the chat.
Alright everyone
A little birdy told me that they're returning from their honeymoon today 👀
So, it's time to make it official
Ready Cait?
Caitlin
Born ready!!!
Let's do thissssss!!!
Harris
Let's gooooo!!!
Selena
I'm so excited to finally have both of them back!! 🥳
Jackie
My boys are finally returning to where they belong ❤️
Lisa
Can't wait 🤭
Cassie Boodram changed the group name to "Cens SAPs 🩷💕💞💗".
Caitlin Dykstra added Ilya Hollander-Rozanov to the chat.
Cassie Boodram added Shane Hollander-Rozanov to the chat.






  
    Chapter End Notes

    of course I had to end it with another long ass monologue, i love them too much hehe

I'm actually over the moon that i finally managed to finish a fic again. and also that so many of you have enjoyed it so much. the encouraging comments i've received on a daily basis have helped SO much with my motivation and actually getting to this point. so THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU!!
In the first note for the very first chapter i said that the idea for this fic came to me as a random shower thought, so did most of the plot that followed, so i never expected it to turn into all this. I thought it would be a one and done thing. 5 chapters tops, but here we are... chapter 35??? i'm actually gagged at my determination to write down this story. almost daily posts too??? wtf
anyway, i have more planned, because i'm not ready to let go of this universe just yet, i hope you'll stick around for more!!
i love you all so so SO much and smell y'all later <3

ps. i also made a wedding playlist that i listened to while writing this chapter: https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1nUJBse9yylasdNC3AOI0g?si=e24be9e08219428d
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          End Notes

          thank you for reading! :)
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