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[SOSE01] 30 on 30 ESPN2: Heated Rivalry [REVISED edition] Airing
07/18/2021 @ 7pm EST

by Frostberry

Summary

Snippets of articles and subreddit drama detailing reactions leading up to the re-airing of the Shane
Hollander and Ilya Rozanov documentary on July 18th on ESPN2.


https://archiveofourown.org/users/Frostberry/pseuds/Frostberry

blindgossip.com

The #1 Blind Item Site in the World!
HOME | LOGIN | PRIVACY POLICY | RSS | SOLVED BLIND ITEMS | TOS | TWITTER
Sports Blind Item #1102 | A Relationship Years in the Making | July 05, 2021

Back in March, two famous NHL players were forced out of the closet unintentionally by another
player on accident through a service called FanMail.

So, let’s start with FanMail:

FanMail, a video platform for celebrities to rake in extra cash to wish peasants like us happy
birthdays, was taken down for a week in March while they were sorting out a ‘technical issue.’

The reason? There was no feature to review a video before posting, which was why it was taken
down (users had to use Cameo instead, which has more expensive fees than FanMail). Many sports
stars use FanMail, including NHL players, because they genuinely want to connect with their fans.

But what’s this got to do with Ice Hockey, BG?

The NHL was famously known for having no openly LGBT players, up until a few years ago, until
Scott Hunter famously kissed Christopher "Kip" Grady after winning the Stanley Cup for the New
York Admirals in 2017. Over North America, teams like to take part in inclusive Pride Nights, sell
rainbow jerseys and merch, while making sure everyone knows that Hockey is for Everyone while
donating millions to LGBT charities. And yet, in the entire history of the NHL, only two players
who are currently active have ever come out publicly.

Hockey is a complicated and nuanced game, after all.

Who is in our cast for this blind today?

Today’s cast features the following:

Let's call them Player #1, Player #2, and Player #3. Let’s start with Player #1:

Player #1 is your classic sweetheart NHL star with no controversies. He has an impressive resume
with plenty of brands and awards tucked under his belt. He is also fiercely private about his
personal life, with rumours over the years have hinted that he might be gay. Player #1 and Player #2
are “rivals”.

Player #2 is a foreign-born player who’s bounced his way in and out of puck bunnies all over
America until a few years ago. A true hockey pest, he never shies away from poking fun at other
players or saying exactly what’s on his mind during games - usually in his first language,
Refrigerator!

Player #3 is on the same team as Player #1, but is not close with Player #2.

Now, about FanMail:



Player #3 made a FanMail post while at Player #1°s house, in his backyard. He sent the video, not
realising that you can see in the background, Player #1 and Player #2 were making out in the house.
The video was quickly reposted to Twitter by the recipient of this video. It wasn’t seen by many
normies, as it was tagged to 50+ chronically online NHL players and their WAGs. It was taken
down before the video could potentially spread like wildfire. The NHL quickly lawyered up and
sent the recipient a rather threatening letter to keep the video quiet. But it had already been seen by
other WAGs and players who had been tagged in it and a thus, copy of the video ended up in their
respective group chats.

What makes this so controversial?

The truth is, Blind fans, this hot rivalry of a relationship has been going on, quietly, behind
everyone else’s back, even from other players (Except it seemed Player #3). Sources are suggesting
it goes back at least A DECADE.

Player 1# and Player #2 have claimed to hate each other for years. They chirp on the ice, off the
ice, check each other into the boards, and occasionally end up with Player #2 trying to trip Player
#1 with his stick. Player #2 shocked his fans by switching teams a few years ago, to a team only a
few hours away from Player #1 - now we know why! It is obvious that it was to be nearer to his
partner.

Player #1 hasn’t had a good time since The Outing. He does not get invited to events hosted by
WAGs anymore, and his contract has not been renewed with his usual team next season, even
though he is their star player and has been with them for many years.

Player #2, by contrast, hasn’t had any issues with The Outing. His team are very supportive of him.
Woof!

Player #3, bless his soul, was mortified by the whole thing. He apologised endlessly, but like Player
#1, his contract won’t be renewed next season either. They’ll probably end up going to Player #2’s
team, who are much nicer players and more fun to be around, even though they're terrible on the
ice.

Oh, and did we mention Player #1 and #2 are engaged?
Why are we talking about it now?

The NHL tried to keep FanMail and some other players quiet, but after a recent reshuffle upstairs to
attempt to rebrand, it seemed the timing was finally right to air out this long-hidden closet. Player
#1 and #2 don't want to hide themselves anymore and the NHL have given up trying to keep this
contained.

And what better way than to tell North America this via an upcoming documentary, which is much
classier than a random Instagram post, to announce their impending marriage?

Get ready, internet. Meltdown is imminent when it airs.
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Don’t care about hockey. Moving on > >
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Shane Hollander and the Russian Centaur
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they’re probably scared of putting rainbow tape on their gay sticks and then having to listen to
the chorus of you need to calm down during pride nights
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“Hockey is a nuanced and complicated game” there’s a video montage on YouTube of Shane
Hollander saying these like twenty times to the press. [’'m guessing the other player number 3 is JJ
(the one who does the patek phillipe watches). The rival player has to be Roseanov, then.
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***Rozanov? Makes sense though. He did move to Ottawa which is 2 hours away from
Montreal to start the charity thingy after all...
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30 for 30
From Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia

30 for 30 (often abbreviated to 30/30) is an acclaimed series of sports documentary films which
airs on the ESPN network[1]. The show focuses on the careers and lives of athletes around the
world, but focuses mostly on American players. It originally was created to obtain 30 films for



ESPN’s 30t anniversary in 2009, but has expanded since then into additional documentaries, short-
form stories and podcasts.
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On March 10, 2021, ESPN announced a new set of 30 for 30 documentaries for Volume V.[67] The
first one created controversy as it was going to be released as a revised version of Heated Rivalry,
which was watched by 1.3 million viewers in 2020[68].

No. No. in Title Length Original Release US Viewers (in millions)
overall series (mins) Date
138 1 Heated 41.40 October 20, 2020 N/A (original - 1.3 million viewers)
Rivalry (Revised version -

July 18, 2021)

This is a revised episode of the original which aired in October 2020. It traces how a competitive spark
between Montreal's Shane Hollander and Ottawa’s llya Rozanov escalated, altering their Ice Hockey careers,
their teams, and the sport forever.

Welcome to r/ESPNchat! We’re more relaxed than r/ESPN. Join our Discord!



REDDIT The Front page of the Internet | r/espnchat | ¥ Search... | 110k Armchair Analysts | 18.k
Coach Potatoes online

Posted by u/Fit_Gaia - Moderator - 24hr ago

[DISC] 30 on 30, Volume V is starting soon. But it’s starting with something that has already
been aired?

Hi everyone.

The 30 on 30 new series is going to be airing next month, and I was just looking on Wikipedia at
the summaries. Why are they re-releasing the Shane Hollander/Ilya Rozanov hockey rivals
documentary from last year? Have they ran out of interesting players to talk about? It’s only five
minutes longer than the other documentary they showed. Anyone got any ideas? My SO is betting
they’re branding up with ESPN for the charity they run.
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AutoModerator (PINNED) - Quick reminder - Stickied Comment

REMINDER: You will receive an automatic ban from this subreddit if you post/comment in
r/Loonies.

I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this
subreddit for more questions.

Evictquit - 12hr ago

Well shit. I didn’t even pick that up when we were talking about it the main subreddit. It’s probably
about that charity thing they run for kids in the summers. Wanted to collaborate with ESPN or
something? Athletes are boring now that they do more drug tests

T 10.5k ¥ Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save ¥ view 330 replies

Mmoonmyman__ * 12hr ago

Shouldn’t it be called ‘Reheated Rivalry’ if they’re showing it off again? lol

T 2.5 ¥ Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save V¥ view 1 reply
Ualoot3- 12hr ago

Tbh it wasn’t that great of a documentary when I watched it last year. Just repeated stuff from
over the years that you can find on youtube. Then of course Hollander had to do a fucking ad
about Lacroix halfway
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Craze00 - 9hr ago

The Hollanov Loons finally demanded something extra. They’re still going on about that blind item
iykyk

T 800 ¥ Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save ¥ view 1 reply
MMoonmyman__ - 9hr ago
Those fucking idiots. Ew. Don’t talk about them. I fucking hate those fans.

T 1203 Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save

Welcome to the Loons, a subreddit for fans devoted to hockey players Shane Hollander and Ilya
Rozanov, who founded The Irina Foundation (est 2018). For their respective teams please use
r/MontrealV and r/OCents. r/ESPNchat DO NOT INTERACT!!

REDDIT The Front page of the Internet | r/loonies | ¥ Search... | 8k Loon Tattoos | 20 Loon
Watchers |

NOTICE: All posts regarding #30for30 should be in the pinned megathread.
Posted by u/champagnehollanova - Moderator - 20 hours ago
[Pinned] [#30 for 30/BLIND JULY MEGATHREAD)]

Us mods of this little subreddit have been absolutely inundated with posts about two things lately:
a) the potential blind item, and b) news of the revised October 2020 documentary, which we
somehow missed untitourenemtesoverat/ESPNehatnotieedtt-forus: The documentary is only

five minutes longer than the original.

With that said, the timing does line up with a certain blind item that caught our attention. Is anyone
else planning on watching the updated documentary? Five extra minutes might not sound like
much, but ESPN does not usually add runtime for no reason.

Now: blind item reminder why we think it was directed at Hollanov:

e “Hockey is a complicated and nuanced game,” famous last words, Shane Hollander

e The foreign-born player who refers to others using nonsensical nouns. Russian lip readers on
twt have confirmed that IR called SH 'a lawnmower' last season in the Centaurs v. Montreal
game (along with 'Plant Pot' for Pike, 'bushy brow Boy' for Marlow, 'Firetruck' for Connors).

» Player #3 potentially being either Hayden Pike or our boy JJ Boiziau. None of this is
confirmation, obviously, but it is a lot more fun to speculate than to squint at zoomed in
pixels on GIFs.

Please keep the Blind Items/30 on 30 posts here until the documentary airs.



Sort by: Best ¥ 6.1k ¥ [15 Comments] [Award] [Share] [Save]

AutoModerator (PINNED) * Quick reminder - Stickied Comment
Hi! Welcome to r/Loonies subreddit!
Lets keep discussions respectful by agreeing to the following:

e - You will receive an automatic ban from this subreddit if you post/comment in r/ESPNchat.

» - Negative comments on their private lives and sexualities is not tolerated and the post will be
removed.

* - Please agree to rules on the right hand side of your browser (click the three dots) before you
can post.

I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically. Please contact the moderators of this
subreddit for more questions.

Looneytunee - 9hr ago

Why can’t we have r/hollanov subreddit back again?

T 4413 Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save ¥ view 1 reply
122MikKky - 9hr ago
Because ESPNchat took that away from us last year.

T 113 Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save

RaiderlovesMetro - 9hr ago

[ am a fan of leaving ESPN on the background on while working, and I have seen the season’s 30
for 30 documentaries advertised, but not the revised one. Bit weird.

T 213 Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save V¥ view reply
Nottabott - 12hr ago

I guess NHL wanted the documentary, if that’s what the blind item is about. They’re stingy,
don’t want the Hollanovs out of containment

T 13 Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save



NWhit0909 - 12hr ago

ESPNchat is going to be frothing at the mouth like a dog on rabies if anything happens that’s
slightly romantic x

T 13 Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save ¥ view reply

— continue this thread...

Dailymail.co.uk/us/home/index.html

HOME | LOGIN | PRIVACY POLICY | ARTS & CULTURE | POLITICS | NEWS | SPORTS |
LIFESTYLE | PODCASTS | SHOPPING

FRIENDSHIP GOALS! SHANE HOLLANDER AND ILYA ROZANOYV SEEN OUT AND
ABOUT IN OTTAWA

By C. Culpepper for the US DailyMail

Famous hockey rivals Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov were spotted enjoying a rare public
outing together in Ottawa, sparking chatter among hockey fans. The pair, best known off the ice for
their charity The Irina Foundation, were seen emerging from the bustling ByWard (Marché By)
Market, marking an unusually visible appearance for the famously private duo. The pair also will
be featured in Heated Rivalry, a revised documentary of the ESPN2 original premiering later on
this week.

premium washed grey denim jeans, and classic black Dayton boots. He completed the look with a
pair of Ray-Ban sunglasses shielding his eyes as he walked alongside Hollander. The two appeared
relaxed as they browsed the area, with sources suggesting they visited stalls inside including Belle-
Riviere Jewellery, and Bleacher Threads. Hollander, meanwhile, was photographed holding what
appeared to be a Blue Moon over Brooklyn smoothie from Straw+berry, which recently opened its
first Canadian bar, right here in Ottawa.

The outing would not be complete without Hollander’s effortlessly fashionable ensemble. The star
athlete was seen with Rozanov crossing the zebra crossing on York Street (wearing Reebok
sneakers, black Reebok sweatpants, Reebok Identity x FCUK Collaboration Pullover hoodie, Rolex
Explorer II Oystersteel, and an unidentified blue cap and glasses.) Rozanov appeared engrossed in
his phone as he walked with Hollander toward a waiting black Jeep. Despite their long history as
on-ice adversaries, the sighting painted a picture of a close friendship that continues to surprise
longtime fans.

Comments (8)
JassyFlassy Fraser, United States, moments ago
Nobody wears Vostok F*ckboy jeans unless they’re waving a rainbow in Seattle
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Juno, Bluetee, United States, moments ago
Sponsorship central!!??

T 01 OREPLY

Hockley, Montreal, Canada, 5 minutes ago

G*y.

T 03 1 REPLY
Karrachamelon, Rotherhithe, United Kingdom, 5 minutes ago
Why can’t gentlemen have extremely close friendships these days?

T 22 § O REPLY

Gorky12, Montecitio, United States, 6 minutes ago

This isn’t news. .. Who actually cares what ICE HOCKEY PLAYERS get up to in their spare
time... shove your Rolex up my ass..This website is so trashy... no wonder my mom reads this
website... Nobody who reads your site is here for this kind of sports coverage...
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Sarah-ve Somewhere, United States, 12 minutes ago
reebook, reebok, reebok, $120,000 watch, reebok
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Amie, Birmingham, United States, 6 minutes ago
Reebok Russian Roulette
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Flounders1994 Auckland, New Zealand, 34 minutes ago

Well as someone who watches these guys pretty closely, they’ve been causing lots of online drama
for simply existing recently. I know this comment will be buried but it’s fascinating. ESPNchat
took over r/Hollanov and locked out the fans.



1 03 OREPLY
Pufflehuffle Your Mom, Mexico 38 minutes ago

Ikr. ESPNchat vs the Loonies, right? Can’t wait till the documentary is out. Then we’ll see
who’s right about their relationship

T 7 1 O REPLY

Posted to r/ESPNchat by w/FWedn - Moderator - 1 hour ago

[PRE-DISCUSSION THREAD] [SOSE01] 30 on 30 ESPN: Heated Rivalry [REVISED
edition] Airing today 7.00pm ESPN2

Not sure why they’ve decided to reupload a documentary from last year but here it goes, first
volume of the 30 on 30 season! (Can’t wait for next week’s 2016 Rio Runners documentary).

Please keep talk about r/Loonies to a bare minimum.
Meanwhile:

People in /ESPNchat and r/Loonies have apparently started placing pools via Polymarket, so for
anyone trying to keep track, here’s what’s floating around right now:

e $120,000 pool that the episode ends up being sponsored by or tied to the Irina Foundation
because they are allegedly broke. (RIP that 7.5M+8M cap hit).

* $5,000 pool that Shane is really there to promote something, a drink brand, the mcmansion,
or both.

* $10 pool that they straight-up state they’re in a relationship. (Absolutely not. Jfc no)

* $5 pool that they announce they’re getting married, currently backed by the Loonies coming
in with the unemployment benefits.

In the meantime, I will be sitting with the wife and kids down to watch it even tho they’ll just be on
their phones. Thoughts and feelings, everyone?

Sort by: Best ¥ 3 1.1k ¥ [35 Comments] [Award] [Share] [Save]
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I am a bot, and this action was performed automatically.

Quicbb - 1hr ago edited 9 hours ago
Only you’ll be watching, FWedn. We’re just disappointed that they are starting this series with this.
T 4881 Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save ¥ view 1 reply

Rozanov1991 - 1hr ago

Adding $5 to $10

T 0 ¥ Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save

— continue this thread...

Posted to r/Loonies by u/champagnehollanova - Moderator - 25m ago
[Pinned] [DISC THREAD)] ‘Heated Rivalry’ - eg Blind Gossip was RIGHT]

Post-discussion for the fifty people in our cute little community who actually watched the
documentary before this blows up half the internet which at this point will happen in the next hour
or so.

(r/ESPNchat is having a meltdown right now as we speak. ) I’ll pin this before adding my own
comments.

Edit, 8pm:

I decided to watch it for the extra five minutes footage. About 25 minutes in, I realised they’d
really changed the original cut (I watched the previous one this morning). They cut out the
Olympics part, then added more about the Hollander injury during the April 2017 playofts. If you
recall, Rozanov was skating around him trying to talk to him while SH was on the ground knocked
out... But then it cut to IR and SH holding up their hands and saying, ‘Oh, by the way, we’re
engaged, ESPN. Let’s show you what happened next’.

That blind gossip item was RIGHT. I CANNOT BELIEVE IT. Fuck r/ESPNchat.

I was not expecting the last part was to reveal they’d been seeing each other for ELEVEN
YEARS? THREE/FOUR YEARS OFFICIAL? WHAT.

My thoughts:

e Marriage announcement: Rozanov has a ring around his necklace? I didn’t even pick up on
that? I'll have to go back through old footage bc he definitely didn't have it on last time I
noticed the necklace.

e IR and SH discuss their years of rivalry on the ice and the private relationship that developed
off it (they didn’t go into much detail, I'd combust otherwise)

* Hayden Pike showing the video of them making out on screen but ESPN cut the video short:
Was it not G-rated? Anyone got the original video for quality practice and training purposes?



e There's a few minutes with Shane’s parents at their house outside Petawawa. Their son wasn’t
there, but Rozanov was, trying to beat Shane's dad at Chess and losing. Did you know
Shane’s never completed a jigsaw puzzle in his life??? Wwww

* Shane and Hayden will be moving over to the Centaurs (Montreal was quiet about that,
weren’t they?) They were very clear to state that Montreal didn’t technically “kick” them out,
but they voluntarily “decided to join the Centaurs,”.

e Can’t believe Hollander finished with his fucking tagline, “Hockey is a complicated and
nuanced sport, after all,” right before the credits.
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Looneytunee - 25m ago
What are they saying over there on ESPNchat? I’m banned from that subreddit so I can’t see.
T 4231 Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save ¥ view 1 reply

RaiderlovesMetro - 25m ago

ESPNchat saying it’s a publicity stunt, its Al, then calling them ‘Fiancé and Girlfriends’
instead of WAGs...

T 441 Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save

NWhit0909: 20m ago

Won $3 yay

T 13 Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save ¥ view 1 reply
RaiderlovesMetro - 18m ago
Aww congrats X
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81Raider - 25m ago
Soooo are ESPNchat going to give us back r/Hollanov after they’ve lost $120,000 in crypto bets?
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— continue this thread...

Welcome to Hollanov, a subreddit for fans devoted to the relationship between hockey players
Shane Hollander and Ilya Rozanov, who founded The Irina Foundation (est 2018). (For team
discussion please use r/OCents.)

REDDIT The Front page of the Internet |r/hollanov | ¥ Search... | 45k Holler for a Dollar Loonies
| 22k Online

Posted by u/FWedn - Moderator - 24 hours ago

Hi guys FWedn Mod for r/ESPNchat here. I think it’s time for us to give the Loonies back
their r/Hollanov subreddit.

First off, I want to apologise to everyone in r/Loonies for the way things went down with
r/Hollanov. It was never our intention to hijack the community or make anyone feel unwelcome. In
our defence, whenever Hollanov was mentioned in our subreddit, you guys hijacked our threads, so
we had to take swift action.

That being said, I think it’s time to hand r/Hollanov back over to r/Loonies. You all built that

space, and it belongs to your community. We’ll make sure to step aside and let you run it as you see
fit.
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122MikKky - 16hr ago
Look the fact you guys lost a lot of money (I won 30 cents) is probably a bit motivator. Also,
r/subredditdramas are quickly assembling posts over the hostile takeover of the r/Hollanov
subreddit xoxo
T 7.3k ¥ Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save ¥ view 1 reply

Rozanov1991 - 14hr ago

Please let me know when subredditdrama posts this for reasons

T 11.1k ¥ Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save

by 122MikKky - 14hr ago



Is this your account, Ilya? official Rozanov1991?

T 2.3k ¥ Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save ¥ view 1 reply

b Rozanov1991 - 14hr ago

I now keep no secrets and I tell no lies. This was my favourite subreddit until espnchat took
over it last year

T 10.0k ¥ Reply | Give Award | Share | Report | Save ¥ view 48 replies
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Oh god.
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You guys lost $125k, not me.
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Please drop by the Archive and comment to let the creator know if you enjoyed their work!


https://archiveofourown.org/works/77233811/comments/new
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